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TeGovernors Nessage

A Review of the State's Con-
dition and Prospects.

The Retiring Governor Makes
a Fling at the Peniten-
tiary and the Farm-
er’'s College.

His Farewell Address is
Neither Graceful or
Timely.

Tho following is the principal por-
tion of the messago of Governor Evans,
relating to the general affalrs of the
Btate !

FINANCE AND TAXATION,

The finances of our'State are in hat-
ter condition than ever in our histovy.
The State debt is smaller and the debt

er copitu has decreased from eleven
Hollars to four. The vfollowing taole,
taken from the Comptroller General's
report, gives an idea of the progress of
the State: :

1805 —Acres of land returned, 18,073,-
970 ; 1806—Acres of 'and returned, 18,-
105,123; increase, 1896, 31,152,

Total value, real estate, 1896, $100,-
076 705; total value real estate, 1805,
$100,157,179; Increase, 1896, 8819 626,

Value of personal property, 1896,
$45,818.607; value of persunal property,
1805, 844,494,110, Increanse, 1800, $344,-
497,

Value of railroad prnrert]r, 1896, 823,-
940,162 valne of railroad property,
1895, $23 707,662 increase, 18906, #142 510,

Totsl taxable property, 1816, $170,-
65,474 total taxable property, 1805,
816D, 448,941 ; increase, 1896, $1,300 533,

Number of polls assescd, 1806, 158 -
824 pumber of polls assessed, 1895,
152,783 ; increase, 1896, 6,041,

Total Taxes, 1886 —

State, $7168,425 156; county, $561,-
019 76; special county, $171,102.05: road,
$356 638065 special and local in counties,
#25.605.70; three wmill rchool, 8512,-
283.42; special and local school, 384,
200,675 poll, $158,824.00; total, sé‘:il?,-
880 48,

In making your supply bill for the
past year, you estimated that the dis-

ensary would pay into the State

reasury $190,000 in round numbers.
The amount paid in was not available
until October 1, 1806, and then only
$25,000 per month. This, of course,
forced the Treasurer and Governor to
borrow an amount sufficient to cover
the deficit until the dlapenaaw funds
were nvailable. We accordingly bor-
rowed $100,000 fromn the banks, but I
ant happy to inform you that the dis-
pénsiry ‘ﬂua turned that amount into
the State Treasury and the notes have
been paid promptly, as weil asall other
obligationsof the government. I leave
the Treasury to my successor unem-
barrassed and not owing a dollar,
. While we buave puld out $350,000 more
in pensions to our Confederaio soldiers
thun sny previous administration and
met other extraordinary expenses, the
levy has not been increased, but low-
ered. The taxes on favrms aprd borses
and mules and farm products have been
lowered by reduced assessments, The
taxes on rallronds have also been de-
creascd by lower assessments.  The
officers ol your government receive
less for salarics than ever in the his-
tory of the State, and the interest on
the pubiic debt hus buen decreased
#78,500 per sunum,

I s embarvasscd somewhat in this
stutemeat by reason of the Stato Trons-
urer not heipe able to furnish me with
an abstraet from his books, as in pre-

vious yours, He ¢laims that it is im-
ossihle to do =0 by reason of thachange
n the dato of closing the fiscal yeur

from November 3lst to January 1st,

giviog only ten days for settlements
with county treasurers. His report
will be furniahed you, I suppose, before
the session of your body ecloses, and |
ask your careful perusal of its detalls.

1 desire to call your attention to the
Downer [Fund, which has been lying
idle in the treasury for ten years, 'This
fand was placed in the treasury by the
agent some years ago, and was made
up from the sale of the Downer Insti-
tute, located at Beech Islund, in Aiken
County. The object of Mr. Downer
wus to educate the orphan children of
Aiken County, or that portion of old
Edgefield District now lying in Alken
County. The interest on the fund is
suflicient to maintaia two or three boya
at one of the colleges of the State, and
it would be well to carry out the will
of Mr. Downer in this way.

A competitive examination could be
had in Aiken County for these acholar-
whips among the poor boys entitled to
Mr. Downer's benevolent fund, and [
trust it will be provided for.

The bpuking Institutions of the State
are In excellent condition, but one
failure having been recorded durin
my administration, and that coul
hardly be called a failure, but a rob-
bery. The aggregate banking capital
of the State is #5,3068,201, with the
surplus of 4,845,730, making a total of
10,213,031, This Is distributed among
ninety-one banks. ~The relations of
the State and the banks have been
most pleasant and mutually beneficial.
I desirc to thank the officers for the
kindnesses shown me during my ad-
ministration.

THE SINKING FUND.

Upon my inductlon into oflice a Inr-lge
amount of the sinking fund was usin-
vested, deposited 1n bank, drawing no
interest, It was lmpossible to pur-
chase the securities required by law
for such investment without paying a
large premium. In my last mesaage [
recommended tho passage of an act
authorizing the Governor and the
Treasurer to loan this fund upon the
sepcurity of the valld bonds of the State
to be deposited in the State Treasury,
You accepted my recommendation and

nsged the act deslred,. We have

oannd the entire fund with the excep-
tion of #5,000 In the ordinary sinkin
fund, which the Board decided to hol
for contingent expenses, eto,, connectad
with fts collection nnd disbursement.
PHOSPHATES,

. it will thus be seen that we have
renlized four and one hall per cent,
upon the entire fund, although the

loans have not been made fora year. .

1f this polioy is pursued by compound-
ing the interest tho Btate will be made
. to realize slx and saven per cont. upon
3 g_;e entive fund, and when the bonded
i B e it o

m wn suflolent toretive 1t.

I construction of the statute

i agent of the commission. Tho conten-
“tion between these two officers has been
a considerable sunoyince to the com-
mlission, in that the Comptroller Gen-
eral has refused to sign deodsreguived
to be made by the commiesion. This
is & matter to be settled by legislation
and your body should do something to
harmonize the differences. 1t is not
the purpose of the Binking Fund Com-
mission to scize the taxes which are
levied for the purposea of support of
State and county governments, and the
agents of the commission should not
be allowed to seize money In the
hands of the county treasurers. Tha
Comptroller Geuneral, I presame, will
yresent his side of the case to you at
ength in his repurt, which is herewith
submitted.

I regret to say that this industry has
never recovered from the storm of 1893,
and [ fear before the elose of aoothier
year it may become unprofitable to the
miners, and the State will couse to re-
ceive any incomae  from this sourec.
The repori of Phosplmte Inspector
Jones shows the total number of tons
of roek miood the year culing Augusn
31, 1896, estimated 124.708 tous, as
agning! the year endipng August 31,
1895, 196,777 tons, a decrense for the
year ol 73,069 The total number of
tons of rock shipped during 1he youp
ending August 31, 1896, was 121,602,
and for the same period of 1895, 174, 400
showing u decrease from the year 18305
of 52,707 tona, Tho amount of the
State's royal'ty for the gear coding
Aunirust 31, $60,853.70, the amount  for
18U, #$87,200.18, showing o decroase
from tho lnst phosphavic yesr of %20, -
346 .37, Tlre wmonntof roynlty nctunlly
paid into the tressury from January 1
to December 31, 1800, was $51,310 63,
lenving a bulance due hy tho phospliate
miners, $9,503 13. Tuis deficit is du.
by the Farmers Mining Company, Mr
C. C. Pinckney, presidest. This com-
pany bas been behind since the first
year of my administration.

When the matter was brought to m
attention I took immediate steps to col-
lect the amouant due, and succeeded in
doing so. Special instructions were
givon to the oflicers to see that no
further extensions were allowed, and
that this company be made to pay its
royalty as promptly as other miners:.
For some reason, inexplicable to me,
they sgain [ailed to pay the royalty,
und the matter was immeodiately cailed
to the attention of the Board ol Ptos-
phate Commissioners, The Board
gave an exteusion of time and ucun})tcd
no*es of the company in paymentol the
royalty due. Oneof the notes hus been
puid : but I am nformed by Mr. Pinck-
ney that he will be unable Lo meet the
note of #5,000 due the lst of January.
The matter has been placed in the
hands of the Attorney General, aod he
will no doubt take such steps as he
deems best to collect the amount due,
Lust March, in view of the depression
in this industry, the Phosphate Inspee-
tor and the Chalrman of the Board de-
termined to visit the mines in the
State of Florida, with a view of ascor-
taining the cost of mining in that State
as compured with that in our State,
and to ascertain the causes of depres-
slon, We found the businessin Florida
stugnated and in a more depressed
condition, il pussible, than in our State. [
[t wou'd be impossible for vhe mines
in Florida or Tennessee to competo
with the mines in South Curolina
under ordinury conditions, The mines
of Fiorida are in the interior, and in
most instances a large top burden of
sund has to be removec. It is then
placed on hoard cars an. transported
to the ports, whose freight rates are
fro rty to vighty cents higher per
ton chan from Port Royal and Charles-
ton ports. It will thus bo seen that
our miners have an wdvantsge right
here over the miners of Fiovida of
more than the royalty pald the State,
The cause of the d pres:ion 18 not from
competition with Florida aad Dennes-
svey but is the result of & depression in
prices of agricultural products all over
tho world. The phosphate miners
have petitioned the Soard for a reduc-
tion in the royalty 10 250 cents per ton.
Their petition accompanies the report
of the commission, avd is herewith
submitted for your consideration. lam
stbi-fied that arcduction of this royuity
would inno wi=o tend to relieve the
general depression, and T wus assuved
s0 by the attorney of one of Lhe lursest
minars in the State. Tae teuth of vhe
business Is tho phosphate territory no
longer wffords rock of a sulliclently
bigh grade to maks the industry profit-
anto.  The territory has been mined,
too, in & meoner that hus materinily
lujured vhe deposits in the rivoe, This
entire matter enn be dealt with by the
Fhosphate Coo mission without legis-
lation on your part, and should be loft
to their good judgment. Unde: the
bond act the phosphate royalty to the
amount of #75,000 per anuum is appli-
cable to the sinking fund. 1t has beon
80 applied, and 1 regrot that the
amount this yeuar falls short about
815,000 of the required amount.

RAILROADS,

A report of the Rallroad Commis-
sioners shows a better condition of the
roadsof the State and a large increase in
all branches of business, Thecommission
put into effect the rates on fertilizers
provided for in the act passed at your
last session. There was a disposition
on the part of the roads to contest the
valldity of this act and the right of the
commission to reduce rates. An agree-
ment was finally had whieh resulted
in the rates being placed into imme-
diate effect. A protest was filed. by
Mr, Thomas, a minority of the com-
mission, which Is fully set forth in the
roport; but as the roads have acqui-
esced and seem desirons of co-operat-
ing with & majority of the commission
in the interest of the people of the
State, I deem it unncceesary to call
further notice to the contention of Mr.
Thomas, 3

It is unfortunate that there shouid
be this waot of harmony among the
commlissioners, but this is human na-
ture and a matter to be deslt with as
you deem proper. In the meantime
the interests of the State are not suf-
fering. Tho Southern Railway has
filed its charter with the Secrotary of
State as provided in an act relating to
the same; and It [s now o domestie cor-
poration. I had some doubt as to the
constitutionality of this act and the
Attorney Goneral was instrocted to
make a test case before the Supreme
Court, The court sustained the con-
stitutionality of the act, and It 1s now
the settled luw of the State.

There is & better feoling oxlsting
between the State and the rallroads
than has been for the past six Hears,
and the disposition to setile all differ-
ences on the part of the rvoads in an
amicable way hus been fully met by
the adminiastration, The atscsaments
| for taxation have been equalized with
(due regard to the earning capucity of
the scveral roads, Only two roads
| show a defict for the rmt year, and
{one of these can hardly be eallod &
' defiolt, as the amount expended has
' been put in lasting Improvements,

The total income of all the roads for
1806 was #8.303.487.5
wit{_, 025,661

In 18006 were $2 756,321 70, apaiost $2,-
393 674 24 In 1895, an increase of $362,-
64740, Thae tonnage for 1806 was 4,-
155,057, an incrense of 573,680 tons. It
will thus be seen that instead of bank-
rupting the roads the decrease In
passenger and fertilizer rates has
proved a benefit,

Two years ngo nearly every railroad
in tho State was in the hunds of a re-
celver; today, with one exception,
they ave In the hands of their owners
and managors.

THE P. R. & A,

T'am happy to inform you that the

litigation over this property in the
State and United States Courts, which
scemed to bo for a long time intermi-
nuble, has fiually been brought to a
close. The 111'0[.)91'!._\! has buen sold and
mrcehased by Messrs. Thomas and
lt_vau, of New York. 'J.‘hcif hecame
wlso the purchasors of the Kaooxville
& Western Caroling Rallroad, and
these two properties have heen con-
solidated  vnder the pame of the
Caarleston & Western Caroling Raudl-
rowd,  Under the wet which repealed
the churter of the Port Royal & Au-
gpusta Ruilway a commssion  was
formed, compuosed of the Governor, the
Attorney General and the chalrman of
the Ratiroud Commission,  Their duty
wus woingquire as to the purchusers of
the propercty and theiv conccetion, if
auy, witih coipeting loes of railroads,
the intent ol the Loglslature being tu
prevent the absorpiton of the property
ty a corporation hostile to Port RRuyal
and this State.

Upon lourning that Messrs, Thomas
and Ryan hud becoms the purchasers,
tue Commission procveded to examino
them upon oath as to their relations
with any hostile or competing lines.
The evidence taken by the Commission
is on file in the uMMce of the Sveretary
of State, und I respectiully suggest that
it be printed for the use of your honor-
able body, These gentlemen swoear
positively and equivoeanlly that thoy
bave no interest inany competing line,
and have bat one object : Vhe develop-
ment of Port Royal and the snccessful
operation of their railroad. Tne Com-
wission became convinced of the sin-
cerjty and honesty of purpose of the
purchasers and could make no further
opposition to the confirmativn of the
sale. 1l at any time, however, a dil-
ferent purpose is revealed the State
can intervene and again rescue the
property.

THE STATE PENITENTIARY.

The State penitentiary continues in
& healthy and sound condition, It was
to be hoped from the statement raade
Jast year that the State would recelve
a revenue from thisinstitution of about
%25.000. T regret, however, wo are
doomed to disappointment. With ref-
vrence to the report of the superin-
tondent it will be seen that the insti-
tution commenced last year with $15,-
620.87 in cash and supplies. The
institution makes a good showing on
paper, but unfortunately never covers
anything into the State treasury, |
feel sutisfied, however, that the policy
ol tho board of directors s a good one
and il pursued [or the next two years
will result much more sutisfactorily,
80 far ns the State treasury Is concern-
ed. The policy of leasing convieis to
private puarties has been discouraged
ny the board andshould be. Complaint
has becn made to me twice during the
yearof purttes leasing convicts, it being
stated that such convicts were allowed
to roam ut large in the community day
und night. The attention of the sup-
crintendent wus called to this and ne
has endeavored to correct the same.
This system has become obnoxious
whierever it has been tried.and the board
should discontinue the praciice us sovn
us possible.  Tne farms authorized to
be purchased are in good condition
wnd have yielded according to tho ro-
port of the superintendont abundant
harvests, ‘T'ne veport of receipts and
digbursements for the fiscal year end-

Ang Decomber 31, 1896, are as [ollows @

Disoursements, $63.570.83, o whieh
must he added suppiles on hand and
comsumed, $15,605 57; to which must
o furthor suded the amount received
from the Sote troasury  for sitlurics,
B, 000, mnkiog a towl of #3834 316.70; re-
eipts, #1624, 120.17, deficin $23,101 53; 1w
Ehis must be added the furtbher sum of
2,000, amount of salarics from the
Sbtate troasury for tho yeweas I8S81-05, wnd
which the superintendent piodged the
Govornor and  Preasurer would  be
returacd, but so far bhas not becu cov-
ared nto the Stute weasury. Under
the provision of the appropriation for
thint your these salaries wero to be
paid out of the earnings of the peni-
tentinry, There bsing no earnings und
to suve the iostitution (rom ewbirrass-
ment, upon the urgent request of the
superintendent [ withdrew any objec-
tious to salaries belng paid out of the
State trensury upon the solemn prom-
ise, hownaver, that the amount
would be replaced before the end
of the fiseal year. The amount has not
yet been roturned. It will thus be seen
that the totul defielt amounts to $27,-
241.33.  The superintendent reporis
total liabilities $18 37092, making
grand total $15,612,46, Asscts report-
ed, cotton $22,020.00; amount due from
contractors and other sources, contin-
gent $5,108.46; 2,600 bushels of outs at
40 cents, contingent, $1,000; valuo of
products on hand not to be sold, for
consumption in prison $24 707, 1t would
be prope* under the circumstances to
stand off the products on hand for last
year and for this yearas this yoar as
they will be consumed. The sup-rin-
tendent reports that he will be ablo to
ny every dollar tho institution owes,
ncluding the #9,000 for the purchase
of the Reed farm bought last year, and
pay cash for the next year's guano sup-
plies, which has been bought some
time ago at & very low prico. This
cannot be done if the amount due the
State Is refunded, It was the inten-
tion of the Legislature to require the
salavies of the Institution to be pald
out of its earnings, and it can never
be sald to be eelf-supporting as long as
the people are tuxed to pay such sala-
ries, no mattor what showing is made
as o improvements,  [aw eatistied the
institution [s lu & better condition than
it has ever been anid T trust that in the
near future it will be a source of reve-
nuo Lo the State,

THE COUNTY CHAIN GANGS.

The county chain gangs are workeéd
successfully in nearly all the countles
of the State and are adding materiall
to the wealth of the peopla by nﬂ'urtfi
ing good roads. Inthe county of Rich-
land over fifty miles of road have been
built and put in perfect condition and
adrive around the county affords an
excollont object lesson of what will
soon be the condition of the entire
State. In some coun...8 they are em-
barrassod by the restrigtions of the law
which limlts thom to conviots whose
gsentences do not exceed two years, . It
I8 as ensy to keep a ten-yoenr convict on
the chain gang as It Iv a two yea con-
viet and the statuty should be ariend-
ed, giving tho court dlseretion, as more
depends upon the character- uf the
convict than the term of asntence.

PUBLIC. BUHOOLS. !,
matter of gride wnd o)

ratus |

ho
s
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overtient. The basic principle of the
teford movement, the education of
.the mydes, has been taken up by all
clases jntil our schools and colleges
show slore gmpqrous conditiou than |
ever inpe history of the State.

The mort of the superintendent of
educatiy herewith transmitted is an
excellen pictorial and statistical ad-

vertiseniat of our institutions of learn-
ing and a\udy of it may prove both pro-
fitable an interesting to jthe fcono-

clastic maber who would put out the
State's brihtest lights. In 1860 the
common sdpols of the State showed
an enro.myt of 201,260 pupils, com-
posed of BY72 whites and 111,888 col-
ored. In 14 the enrolment showed
232,337 comysed of 109,139 whites and
123,176 colot]l, A total increase of
31.077, of whlh 19,787 were whites and
11,200 colord, It is interesting to
note that, th\ whites show a much
lurge increasghab the colored chil-
dren. The c¢polment for 1805 was
223,021, compodd of 103,729 whites and
119,202 colored,\hich is $,316 less than
for vhe presenteur. The increase in
eorolmment, for hie present year con-
sists of 3,880 colded and 5,430 whites.
I believe the ¢ of the greau in-
creaso is the eduylional quulification |
for suffrage in ti'new Coostitution.
The vuiue ol schodhuildings snd fur-
viture in 1800 wal $447,352. 1o 1896 |
$821,220, showing a\increase ol neariy
100 per cent. ThAamount availabie
lor sl schuol pirfises it 1800 was
#H27,846.  In 189 dver $300,000 was
avallable. Thisfadiudes, of course,
the one mill tax mposed by the Con-
stitution. This Ges not include the
appropriation forjhe State’s colleges,
which would swll the amount to
nourly $1,000,000., (1t will thus be seen
that South Carolps in proportion to
her *wealth is s nding more money
for the educatioupl her citizens than
any othor Statedl the Uanion. The
Constitution provles lor the ecolloction
of nsupplementyy tax by the comp-
troller goneral nfi for the application
of cscheated esdtes and the dispen-
sary profits to s fund. There has
been covered inp the State treasury
to the credit ofthis fund $50,210.84,
which bas bLeenlnvested according to
luw in State andUnited States bonds
$1,038.89 in cag will be invested in
such bonds as pon as possible. The
length of the chool term has been
gradually incrgsed and we contidently
expect to read the constitutional rve-
quirements ofiix months within tho
ansulng year. |

THE SOUTHCAROLINA COLLEGE,
This inaLitu“\un. the just pride of so

=

muny of our fdtizens, is ina healthy
and prosperos condition. The num-
ber of studets enrolled during the
present years 161, of whom 157 are
from 29 cuu‘Xsa in this State, the re-

mainder f{rof other States. While
the enrolmiit shows asmall degrenso
from the E‘iJur preceding, it may- by
vbserved tlat it is larger than the
average Y flourishing anto-bellum
times. “j'rom all that [ can learn
from cogversation  and correspon-
dence,” pys President Woodrow, in
his repod, ‘' there would be a much

largor glendance, but for the fuar
thut th) college would be discon-
tinued, & fear caused by the baleful

discussilns of its right to exist.” [ am
sure thgse fears are without founda-
tion asithe college has a warm place
in the jearts of tre people of the State
and itework today on the part of the
faculty and students is of a higher
order jnd more satisfactory than that
of any institution supported in whole
orin jart by the State. I'he college
occupks a place that is not filled by
any otier institution and the people of
the Smte appreciate it, The only war-
fure | know as being made upon it
is fwm denvminational institutions
which cannot compete with it. It is
grayfying to me to record thoe success
ol tiv innovation for which 1 worked
50 hird while s member of the gen-
ralassembly, the admission of young
ladizs to all the benefits of tha college.
Prajident Woodrow says: ' The num-
bervf young women enrvolled as stu-
dents is 14, last year there were 13, but
while this increase is slight it is grati-
[yiig to see that the connection with
thocollege is much mors real than last
yeur for now 8 ot the 13 are in the re-
gufar courses and nearly all the rest
hare us many studies as regular course
students ;3 then most of the 13 had but
one study each. Rooms have been
fitted up in DeSaussure college for the
young ladies during the day, thus
adding to their comlort, There is no
renson why this college should not be
prepwred and converted into a dormi-
tory for young ladies, thus giving them
all the advantages afforded malo stu-
donts. It is isolated from the other
buiidings and some good woman could
ba found who would be glud to convert
it into a first class dormitory and
bourding house, thus aflording to these
falr students the protection of & home.
Tue coeducation of the sexes is not
an experlment, hut an as<nred success
and v is greatifyiog to he v this recog-
mizid by s0 high a source ax the prest-
dent and faculty of the Southi Carolina
college.

The following Is an extract from a
letter of Prof. K. L. Patton in sub-
mitting his report te¢ the president:
** While [ would not diseriminate it is
due to the young ladies, nine of whom
aro enrolled in ancient languages, to
report that their progress lias heen
eminently satisfactory. Thelr influ-
ence over the young men has been
most salutary in every respect; their
matriculation, although a new doepar-
ture in the history of the Sputh Caro-
iina college, has been followed with
the very best results, and I earnestly
hope that the attendance will increase
from year to year." The college build-
ings and equipment sre in splendid
condition and no discord exists among
the faculty or the student body. The
usual appropriations are asked for and
I am sure will be cordially made by
your honorable body.

SOUTH CAROLINA NILITATY ACADEMY.

This institution s 1u tue saluo con-
dition that it has been for the last six
years. There ls a small decrease in
the enrolment from this year over
last, as shown by the report of the
superintendent. otal snrolment for
this year being 127, and that of last
year belng 140. Major Garlington,
howaver, roports to the inspector gen-
eral U. S. A,, 108 as the number in the
school, Of these, 67 are beneflciary
cadets, leaving 41 pay cadets. The
health of the etudents hus been good
and the State's proporty is in good
condition. The professors of the va-
rious departments report a lack of ap-
paratus and general equipment, 1
know this to be a fact of my own know-
ledge and the equipment is not as good
as that of some of our high schools.
There 18 no economy In this ll:gtloy, and
unlogs this institution is to be support-
ed in a manner worthy of the State and
asother lustitutions, the Genoral As-
sembl
abollsh {t.0The appropriation asked

ficlary cadets and 83,000 for equipment
and repairs,

tisam
Iation to toe 0 nove tho

‘_.i

‘been  emobarrassed br
L rigld economy, Hving, it m E
he ornmbas that fal

should have the manhood to
for is $20,000 for the support of 63 bene-

Less. than thls amount
‘would be lnguMolient, as the institution
ha# ‘beer the moat
hit be suld,

INSTITUTION FOR THE EDUCATION OF
THE DEAF, DUMB AND BLIND., |

The report of the superintendent of
this institution ehows it to bein ex-
cellent condition with an Increased
uverage attendance of five. This in-
stitution always appeals to the hearts
of our people, and any reasonable re-
quest coming from the management
should recelve your careful considera-
tlon, The health of tae students has
been exceptionally good, no deaths or
seriousidllness of any kind having oec-
curred during the year. The total
amount for medical attention and medi-
cines being only $189.35. The teachers
are most efficient and the latest me-
thods of instructing the deaf and blind
are employed. 1 have ‘iuaraonally in-
spected the building and all that the
superintendent reports as to the bild-
ings now being used {or colored inmutes
is true., The small appropriaton asked
for with which to erect a suitable
builing for these unfortunate citizens
should be granted. The awmount of
taxes pald by their race and the inter-
est. manifested by them warrants the
Stute In granting this request, not
only as an act of charity but of justice.
Your attention is also especially di-
rected to what the superintendont says
in reference to lighting the institution
by electricity. In these daysof modern
improvements, it would bo adjudged
almost an act of wanton curelessness
and disregard of human lifo on the
part of the General Assembly :hould
this institution.be destroyed hy fire
from the overturning of oil lamps and
candles by these unfortunatoe citizens,
who have been deprived of sunlight
und the moans of I)rotectlng them-
solves. The appropriation asked for is
19,000 for supimrl., #0900 for repairs,
#8,000 for bulildings for coiored pupils
and $4,620 for electric light nnd lyundry
plant, making a total of 832,520,
CLEMSON COLLEGE.

I am unabie to give you a full insight
into the workings of this institution.
The governor is not & member of the
board of trustees and is dependont en-
tiroly on the reports of the officers of
the institution and personal inspection
for what information he may possess.
The reports of the oflicers have not
been furnished me, although request
has been made to the auditing com-
mitteo to furnish me the data, What I
shall eay, therofore, is taken from
n newspaper report and my own know-
ledge from visits to the institution.
President Craighead, in his raports,
gives the following figurcs: Iaroll-
ment 345, of which 169 were in the pre-
puratory or fitting school, leaving 174
in the college proper. 1t will thus be
scon that there has been alarge fulling
off in the attendance upon the college,
but why or wherefore is a matter for
you own speculation. President Craig-
heud comments upon the fact that one-
hall of his students are in the prepara-
*oe department and assigns as his
ressons biew LOY S TENLOY Ubtaln wt home
a good proparatory education. If this
cannot be done, cach county or each
congressional district should have at
least one school where boys and girls
could be fitted for college at a cost not
exceeding that at Clemson, The facts
will not bear out the president in this,
for there is nota county in thu State
that hus not & hyzh school that could
not prepare boys to enter the junior
class at Clemson and upon terms cqu-
ully as reasonable as that altorded at
the college. The best evidenue of this
is the fact that tho South Curolina
college has a hirher stondard than
Clemson with no tittin s scLool, and its
enrollment of students cquuis Clemson,
The fitting school at Clemson sbhould
be aoolished, instead of coming in cow-
petion with the high schools of the
State. The State supports the free
common schools, and there ig no rea-
son why the people should be taxed to
anpgurt # high school at tnis college.
Make the colloge what it ought, to be
—u high Institution of learnivg —und
do not {ill it up with boys anxious to
doa w uniform and be placed upon u
footing with college students, and I
believe the college will be more pros-
perous. T'he buildings and equipment
of this inetitution are the equal of any
in the South sad the Siate nas spared
no expense Iln making it a success. o
fact, 1t has beon the idol of the 1RReform
movement and the people have dealt
with 1t with & lavieh hand, and if there
is any fallure to fulfill the expectations
ol the people, the blame must rest
where It belongs—upon the shoulders
of those charged with its manage-
ment. The income of the college for
the past year was $94,024.50, made up
as followas :

Privilege tax..oeiveiiin ..
Land serip fund
Clemson

equest ...,

Balance on hand ....oeoue,. 4200178
Morrill fund.... ...oivnns, 10,821.01
Hateh U. 8. appropriation, ... 15000.00
Convict labor value..,....... 4,272.00
T KRR B o < $00,021.50

No account is given of the value of
products from the farms and dairics
und no account given for tuition fees
from students. It is unfair 1o the
other institutions of the State to com-
pel students to pay tuition and make
no effort to enforce the same rule at
this institution. Something is wrong
somewhers, us with all these advan-
tuges the enrollment of students is
growing less every year. Tho whys
und wherefores you must discover.

This showing ls made, not with a
view of prejudicing you against the in-
stitutlon but for the purpose of pre-
venting its downfall Eu[uru it ia oo
lute. Find out the trouble and eradicate
it and all will be well,

WINTHROP NORMAL AND INDUSTRIAL
COLLEGE.

This Institution was opened during
the lirst year of my administration,
and closed its firet sesslon last June,
having given instruction to 435 col-
lego students and 72 children in the
practice school, The closing exor-
cises wore held on June I4th, 15th,
16th and 17th, and were attended by
][ll}(l[.llc from all parts of the State whn
elt an intorest In the institution and
who desired to witness the commoence-
ment exercises of the first college for
girls ever supported by the State.
Twenty-two young ladies graduated in
the normal department and certificates
ol proficlency were given to" 1l in
stenography and typewriting and to
threoIn dressmaking. Of the students
enrolled 120 aro in the normal depart-
ment, 43 1o stenography and typowrit-
ing, 171 In dressmaking and sewinog,
170 in free hand and industrisl draw-
Ing and 03 In cooking, It will thus be
deen that thls Is truly a normal and [n-
dustrial Institution, and the earn: st
manner In which the young ladies
have parsued their studies and taken
advantagoe of the opportunities afforded

the State proves the need and at

others are compelled to board in the
town at an increased expcnse and in-
convenieuce to themselves and the col-
lege authorities. 1t is the duty of the
State to open the doors of the institu-
tion to all the girls of the State who
may apply and to furnish them equai
accommodation.

The board of trustees, In the light
of the experlence of Clemson College
and the great falling off in the num-
ber of students, thought best to await
developments before recommending
additional dormitory accommodations
bo provided. Since that time, how-
ever, the pressure for admission has
not only continued, but increased, and
wa belleve that it will continue to in-
orease ; this being the only State col-
lege for women ?n Bouth Carolina it
Is reasonable to estimate that the legi-
timate attendance in the future, if
room is furnished to accommodate the
students, will be equaled to the com-
bined attendance of men (something
like 500 or 600) at the three State col-
leges for men. It hus always been a
boast of South Carolinians thut they
have always given their daughters the
best advantages for education and cul-
ture obtainable. The maio building is
alveady ample for the instruction of
G600 or 800 students, The foundutions
for the additional dormitory have al-
ready been laid and a great number of
tho brick already marufactured, and
from very careful estimates I am satis-
ficd the building could bo completed
for $30,000. The institution is well
equipped in all of its departments, the
grounds have been made attractive,
and itis now truly the pride of the
State. The faculty is the best that
could have been selected and will com-
pare favorably with that of any institu-
tion in the South. A majority of the
students are the daughters of furmers,
und the institution is entitled to more
copsideration at your hands than
Clemson College. A comparison of the
manngement and expenditures of the
two institutions will show a much more
economical and suceessful expenditure
of public funds on the part of Win-
throp College and 1t is & worthy object
of the State's bounty. An Infirmary
connected with thedormitory has been
built since the close of the last session.
It is & model of i1s kind and {s equipped
with all the modern improvements
found in first-cluss hospitals. We have
been fortunate indeed in securing o
skilled female physician to take charge
of the intirmary, She resides at the
college and teaches physiology and
hygziene, The State and the institu-
tion are to be congratulated upon
securing the services of Dr. Miller;
her presence al Winthrop College is
another evidence of our modern and
progressive civilization. The health
of thestudents has been good, no death
having yet occurred among them. The
college farm of 141 acres within less
than a mile of the college is in sulen-
did condition, and under the mannge-
ment.of Mr. H. B, Buist has suppliea
the institution with-vegatehles, frait,

one-hall the market prices, thus choup-
ening the costof board to the students
und adding to their comfort. Icannot
express too highly the satisfaction ol
mysell and ithe board of strustees at
the able managcment and pFroot ex-
ccutivo ability displayed by President
Johnson. He has conducted the finwn-
cial, social and scholustic affuirs of
the college without the slightest fric-
tion and in a4 manner that must be
satisfactory ftof the most hypocritical.
He has kept within the bounds of the
iegislative appropriation, and while
praciicing the strictest cconomy has
furnished the students with good bouard
and more than the ordinary comforts
of life, und I have yet to hear from one
of them a single cause of complaint,
My visits wnd that of tho board of
trustees to the colloge are ulways look-
ed forward to as the pleasantest duty
coming within my functions as gover-
nor and trustees, The bourd usk the
following approprintions: For main-
tenance, $35,303. © This amount may be
reduced by the following resources of
sthe college: Tuition fees from the
students, $5,200 5 Peabody fund, $3,000
leaving  a  totwl wmount for main-
tenance  $30,102 They ask for the
erection and completion in every par-
ticular, furnished ready for use of the
new dormitory, 829,613, making a grand
totel of $9,716.  This amount for the
new dormitory can be eastly taken
from the privilege tax now goliy Lo
Clemson College without detriment to
that institution. As a matter of justice
if this tux is to ba continued for such
purposes without being covered into
the Btate trensury, it should be di-
vided between these two institutions.
They are both industrisl institutions
wnd as such arns equally entitled o the
ebenelits of the tax.
e —— 8 ——

—One who has made study of dys-
pepaia claime that in a large numbor
of cases the disturbance is due to the
use ol lurd. Ho suggests the libera)
use of beel tallow Lo the exclusion of
all pork fat as a remedy. He suys o
person who is fond of ** grease,” can
suturate his food in this with no re-
sulting digestive disorder,

—Large numbers of Sicilian fmmi-
grants continue to arrive at New QOp-
leang.  I"rom ono stewmer 1,263 Jof
them land.d, snd there were mpny
picturerqun scenes #s tho excitdble
strangors eame wshore.  Muny of fhem
koelt und kissed the divty bosyds of
the wharfl, Bearded moen rushe
oach others's prms and kissed

sbhandon  and  viger of lo po cod
lovers,

—A primary teacher n /f, sinday
school took for o subject, !'.a Lord
loveth a cheerful giver” S Inguirp-

ed il any one knew what (b meant,
when a little four-year ol boy sald,
“Miss L, I know what ¢ 8t means,’
“Well, Georgo Idwin,/hat is iv?”
Ty means give a wlml%"' and don't
cry over it."

—The physician prdered tho case
for afew minutes Wore ho ventured
an opinfon, [ thtk your husband
neods o rest more +80 anything clse,”
he sald, at last, ‘I he conld be con-
vinced of that— ‘' But ho refuses
absolutoly to 1ifen to me," doctor.”
S Well,” rotur=d the physician, “that
is & move in t'8 right direction.”

—IRound Jobin is the designation
of a proted In writing, havirg the
mhﬁurlhm‘ names-written In the form
of & cirely 89 thal no name appenrs
first on 1@ llst, Tho custom is sald
to have Miginated among the oNlcers
of the Jfench army.

—Oftourse we all love our neigh-
bor @ ourselves: but when our coal-
bin ¢ full and his emply, somehow
the BEws of an advance in coal does
no mike us look half 0 glum as when
12 conditions of the respective coal-
wns are reversed.

b
tgo same time the wisdom of the pro-
moters of the Institution,
The college opened in Octobor lagt
its second year, under the most fayir-
able auspioes. The attendance isal-
readygreater than that of the whole of
Inst session and would have bgen still
I::.Eﬁer if there had been dormi’tory al
commodations for all those gsking »p-

hounty, 1 do

from the

|
have* been enrolld,

plication, Thyee hundred young lad 6¢
applled for ﬂfr;lu on wil:rsmll e
. 40

: G ' 0 Ao m-

—*"Henson, you know, went to Africa,
and there met hia death.,” * Poor fel-
low ! DBut his body was brought home
| and glven a decent burlal, wasn't ft 2"
Y Well, they hanged the cannibal
and then brought home the body and
buried 18"

—On the state rallways In Germany
the cars are palnted according to the
colors of the tickets of their respeetive
classes, Flirst class cars are painted
yellow, second olasy green and third
class white, AU

pure milk, beef und pork at aboul-

HIS FINAL MESSAGE TO
LEGISLATURE,

Devoted te a Discussion of the Idis-

Aggressive Eoforcoment o, all its
Provisions,

The following is a portion of Gover-
nor Kvans' message relating to the
Dispensary.

Two years ago 1 was elected Gov-
ernor to succeed a leader of a revolu-
tion who, to use his own language,
was the '' worst hated and best loved
man" who has ever entered the poli-
tics of our State. The policy that 1
should pursue was already formed by
the people and the only fssue made
was the enforcement of the digspensary
law, whether itshould be apgressive
with a view to destroying the illicit
traflic in liguor or whether it should be
ol & milk and cider form as our cne-
mies would have it with the hope of
its flopul. repeal. My nomination and
election meant the former and I have
endeavored to be true to that policy.

It would have been an easy muatter
for me to have placated my enemies
and the enemies of the Reform move-
ment by giving ear to the overtures of
the whfuke_y element and their allies
in the cities of the State, and the daily
press.  These people who slandered
and vilified the framers of the dispen-
sary law have continued their stub-
born warfare to an exlent that would
barely be tolerated by a less conscrva-
tive people. They have not been con-
teot to express their contempt of the
law, but huve attempted to drag down
by lying &nd slander every oflleial
connected with the admiuistration of
the law. Every error in bookkeeping
of an invxperienced dispenser hus {)eun
magnified into an  embezzlement.
Livery arrest of an illicit dealer in 1i-
quor by u constable has beon charac-
terized as vilest oppression of innocent
and law abiding citizens. 1f perchance
an offender is killed while resisting
the oflicers and carrying on his dam-
nable traflic, ivis classed as o murder
most foul. "These reports are sent out
to the world us truths when ws a mat-
tor of fact they are brazen falsehoods.
It is a disgraceful spectacle that South
Carolinians should descend o low as
to slander their own government from
political malice,

The dispensary law is stronger to-
day than at any time gince its cnact-
ment and i3 better enforced, as will
appear from the statistics later on. At
the last session of your honorable body
I recommended achange in the law
setting forth my ressons fully at the
time for so doing. 1 showed to you
how it was impossible for the old board
of control composed of State oflicers
to control und how unjust it was to
foreo the Goveruor and chalrman of
the ‘soard to approve and sign war-
rants about which he had no iuforma-
tion, | knew thatil any irregularvity
oceurred the cnemies wouldM¥oiics
cry corruption and in their eflorts to
muke capital against the law would
charge cvery otlicer from the chief ex-
ecutive to the constables with wrong
doing. Such hus been the cuse and
the wisdom of my udvice and your sub-
sequent passage of the present law is
futly proved,

This is the nost important matter
with which you wiil have to deal and
L would respeetfully eall your atten-
tion to the excellent report of the
board of control, with the request
that you study it uad think well belore
making any changes in the present
system.

THE DISPENSARY A5 A BUSINESS,

Up vo the time of my induction into
oflice us Governor the dispensary had
been in opceration about eighteen
months. 'I'he Governor was charged
not only with the enforcement of the
luw, but as business manager in the
ecapacity of chairmun of the board of
control. Tlhe business had continually
increasced until it reached over a $1,-
000,000 annually., Realizing that as a
business it wuas tentative and that it
had not been placed upon what could
truly be ealled a business plane, and
that it was burdenced with crudiivies of
which it must be divested before it
could reach the expectations of the
public asua moral reformations and a
business success, my st ollicial act
was to glve its former management a
thorougn  investigation in order to
ascertain its finuncial status as well as
its week points. I was met by many
difiiculties, political us well as busi-
I ILEL P

To commence the business the Gen-
eral Assombly of 1802 voted an appro-
priation of 30,000, or the first eigh-
ween months of its existence the dig-
pensary experienced many vicissitudes

and wheo it was placed in my hands |
found it still cmbarrssed and hardly
able to stund alone. It baa not paid &
dollar into tho State treasury in uet
carnings and the $50,000 appropriation
was still unliquidated. The statements
of its growth and progress as publish-
ed from thme o time by the former
commissioner were unsatisfactory Lo
the pablic for the reason that the
system of bookkeeping was a Chinese
pr4zle and no cne could tell exactly
100 true status of the business. Thiy
fact gave color to theadverse eriticisms
of the administration of the law and
invited the terrific accusations that
wore made againgt those charged with
its manugemeoent,

The last statement of the assets and
linbilitics and profitswhich the fo mer
commissioner mude was for the qu ey
ending January 3lst, 1895, In  .at
atatoment the prolits claimed to  ave
accrued to dale amounted to §151,-
2001 A Bookkeeper of expericnce
could not cipher this out and claims
were made that the profits were lieti-
tious. I determined to changoe the
business management and to adopt u
full und subisfuctory system of account-
ing. An cxport bookkecpor was em-
ployed and it was ascertained that the
profit cluimed had not acerucd, but
that the weerued profit to that date
was forty odd thousscd dollars less
than the amount, This was simply a
mistuke in bookkeeping and in eredit-
ing to the prolit account what had not
aceruod, but what was expected to
have accrued in the hands of coun-
Ly dispensers,  After a thorough dis-
scction of necounts It was ascertained
that the profits had not reached #110,-
000, The entire assets including cash,
merchandise, teams and wagons and
personal necounts amounted in round
numbers to 198,000, The labilities
amounted in round numbers to $86,000.
The totsl assets bolng subsequently
affected to the amount of $2,000 in &
final checking and pdjustmont of we-
countg. The labilities were as fo
lows :\T'o State appropriation, #50,(
to snndy persons for Hquors, $36,0
total indebtedness, $36,000, Cas
hand $45,64840 or 840,451,600 less
amount necegsary to lMquidate t
debtednoss,

This is elm!ﬂy # rough atate
the status ol tho dispensary
took charge of the busines
happy to state that [ turne

my successor healthy and i cons
dition and as sound flnanglfy 88 any
. astilase . £

GOVERNOR EVANS ON THE DISPENSARY,

THER

The Main Part of the Message is

pensary Law—He is in Favor ofr

has heen taken out of politics an
placed in the hands of a board of con

business mun of ability whose reputa-
tion for honesty and integrity ocan not
be impugned. The purchasing power,
such a temptationgto some men, has
been taken from the hands of tne com-
missioner and
They have exercised it judiciously and
in a manner to command the respect
of all parties, The duties of the com-
missloner are now exercised by the
chairman of the board and auporfnton-
dent, and the oflice of commissioner
could be abolished by your body.

IT this power is ever again placed in
the hands of one man he would at
onco become an object of vituperation,
misrepresentation, abuse and slander
of all the enemies of the dispensary
and every penny o liner without any
moral or social responsibility.

Tho experience of the past year
should be enough to convince your
body of the truth of all that T have said
and predicted, and while I am sure
that you will be advised and fumpor-
tnued to chango this law and return to
the old systemn, you will find by inves-
tigation that such propositions come
from lean pnd hungry politicians with
itching palms. You will be told that
the operations of the present Board
are u failure. Judgo them by thelr
acts and the results and not by hear-
sSBY.

%[‘lm subjoined comparative state-
meunt of sales to county dispensers has
been furnished me by the bookkeoper
and is subject to your examination and
verification :

Sales to countydispensers

I'eb. 1st to Dee. 3lst,
1895 oovvasssinissnreasiss sonns § 896,120 17

Sales to county dispensers
1,306,012 91

for the year 159G,
Increase i e & 410,402 74
Sales by county dispensers
IFeb. lst to  Dec. 3lst,
1895 wevees sinannns snneveaen e 08 1,070,963 65
Sules by county dispensers
for 1895 (estimated)...... 1,500,000 00

Lnerease ... 3 432,036 35
PROFITS STATE DISPENSARY,
Net accerued profit State
dispensary from I'eb.
Ist to Dec. 31st, 1595... 8 133,467 77
Net acerued profit State
dispensary for 1806...... 200,000 00
PROFITS COUNTY DISPENSARIES,
Net profits to towns and
counties from Feb. st
to Dec. 3lst, 180i..........8
Net profits to towns and
countics 1806 (estimat-
ed) 122,005 65
The net profit that has accrued to
the State for the past year is in round
numbers $200,000, 'The net amount
accrued to the towns and counties for
the sume period $123,000, making a
total acerned profit to the State, towns
and counties $322,000, Adding $57,-
G52.065 unewrncd profits on goods in the
hands of local dispensers lst of Janu-
ary, 1897, uwells the total of ‘earned
and uncarned profits to the State and
towns and counties for the past
the ainount of $370,0562.65. -
profit acerning t admi*fistration
for cighteen mths was $110,348.80,
Net profits fory 1805 $133,467.70. Net
profits for 1846 $200,000, making a
total net acerucd profit to the State to
date $443,816.57, Add to this not ac-
crued profit the outstanding unearned
profit $37,652.65 makes a total earned
nnd unenrned profit to date of $301,-
460.22. If to this sum we add the
amount of the net accrued profits to
the towns and counties for the yearn
1805 and 1896 of $228,131.28 we have a
grand total of carned and unearned
profits to State, towns and counties to
date of $720,600.50. The amount that
hus been actually paid to the State,
county and town treasurers from the
net earnings from the State aad coun-
ty dispensaries is as follows ;
P’aid into the State treasury

106,131 28

10 180500 e spsvnsion esersiveiins  8-100,000
Paid into the State treasury

10 1800 ..ooviver vmsassse susssnanes 100,000

Total.uen... . 200,000

Paid to towns and counties
1800 sioseiinn T — 3 (110 BT )

Paid to towns and counties
IBOG S Gciiiis fetnsinn nssvovans socens 1 22,000100

ceee o 228, 131 23

Total......

Grand total net profits paid
in from ull sources ... .. 5408,131 28
It will thus be scen that us a busi-
ness its success can not be denied. To
the above estimates the sum of £30,000
per annum, the average cost of main-
taining the dispensary constubles,
should be added. 1t has not been the
object of the Stute administration to
conduct this business for the sole pur-
pose of prolit, but the price of liguors
has been fixed with a view to make
them cheap enough to prevont extor-
tton from those who shoifla baye li-
quors wnd al o 4he same time
enough to provent those who should
not have them from so eusily sutislying
their thirst. It has been contended by
Xtremoe advocates of the dispensary
law that the profit feature should be
abolished. There is no profit except
for the parposes I have stated and If
suzh ideas should prevall and liquors
supplied to the public with only the
cost of administoring the law added to
the original cost price we have a state
of affuirs bordering on to freoe whiskey.
After the Tresunt Year, all protits
arvising from the salo of liquors will be
applied to the supplementary school
fund. If this is blood moucy to what
better uses couid it be applied then to
healing the wound intlieted upon the
hearts of the wives and children of jn-
tomperato drinkers by giving to such
children the only true fafe guard
against intemperance—edication and
culture ?
ENFORCEMENT O
The enforcement of
lanw has been the ba
dealer, the terror o
the pitiful excuse fr the opposition o
hypocrites and nks and the plat-
form of disgrunyed politicians cpter-*
ing to loeal igfuences, good or bad.
It is the duty Yider the law of all the
executive opfers of the State, coun-
ties and toyd Lo enforce this law and
such oflicey are compsiled to tuke an
bedby your honorable body
Y euforce the law when they

HE LAW.

ho dispangary
*of the whiske

e fiein distillep

assumgfielr ollicial dutier, The Goy-
ernor # duthorized to employ consta-
bles gl three State deteclives whose
esp al duty itis to enforce the law,

‘e omployed on an averagoe abont
constables during my term of
co nnd one State detective and thoy
wvo becen zealous and falthlul in their
florts to suppress the illiclt trafllc and
| amsatistied, and [ am sure the people
afl the State are, b the results obtains
ad.
During the past year fifty-five regu-
lar commissioned constables Inoluang'
the two chiefl State constables have .
been regularly cmployed, The+ State
is divided into two divisions known as
the “upper " and the “lowap," The
upper division s in chargo of Chief
Fant and the lower in chavge of Chial

(CONTINUED ON FOURTH PAGE.)
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business lnatitution of the country, It

trol compoesed of farmers, bankers and

pivlvcu to this board. -
L4
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