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AT FORTY. -
. Thoe sun of lifo hiag or. gecd the Jine,
The pummor-shine of longlhened light

Faded'and failod—t 1l where I stand,
"T'is equal day and ¢qual night,

2

One aftor one, as dwindling hours,

Youth's glowing hopes have dropped away,
And soon may baroly lonve the gleam

That ooldly sosres s winter's dry.

I am not youhg, 1 am not old;

' Tho flush of morn, tha sunsot calin,

Yaling and deopening, each to cach,
Meobt midway with a rsu‘.em{: charmn.

Ono side [ seo tho summet flelda,
Not yot diersbod of sall their grooun;
Whilo westerly, along the hills, !
¥lameo the firat tihts oI frodty sheon.

Al! middle point, where clonds and storm

" Madd bLattle-ground of this my lifel |

Where eoven-matohed, the night ani Aay
Wage round me their Foptember strife!

I bow mo to the thrgnt.-niug gale;
I know, whon thgt 18 overpnst,
Among the peacoful barvest days,
An Indian summbr comos at lnst,

A Backwoods Elbp‘émenl.

““I'here ain't, nothing here hut the waods,
’n the river, 'n. o ‘fow shiftless neighbors,
but if you ken:stund it, we should like to
have you stay,” Yemarked Mrs. Savage,
when Marianne and I proposed spending
& month or so at her hospitable mansion,
A winter'’s trip into the pine woods re-
gion had mepired us with a desire to visit
it when it was green, instead of white, and
as Marianne was somewhat of an invalid
this spring, -affd believes in pine breezes,
we started, on the lugtdny of April, for the
same obsoure spot, ;
“We left the east winds and thoe sen fogs
‘behind us; we found clear skied, fresh
brgezes, arbutus blossdms, snd May par-
.taes, whioh are.still in vogue in this partof
the country. Not the forlora, puper-
‘wreathed, bare-headed, slivering affairs
“whicli ard plentiful-in the suburbs of the
larger New England citics, on the first of
the flowery mohth, but merry tramps after
rarbutus tlowers, the parties composed of
young mengand maidens, as well  as
chlldien, ; '
Dinner js usually spread in some vacant
logging camp, or, 1f it be warih enough, un-
der tlie trees outside, while last year's
leayes fall 'jnto the'drinking 'cups, nnd 4
"great deal of fan g ;jollityip svailg,
We encounteredimany of these gypsy
parties on our \\t:‘y rom Bangor upwari,
1a“_tlll reach “one pemed merrier than the |
a8k, ! N i
. Dusk wng oréeping like n mist ovor the
Hitle hainlet, ‘cut ‘like an oval fron¢ the
Inidst of the forest, when we reached there,
er our, long day's_ride. It was tiree
%é awny from the scenc of our winter's
VIHl,  andEBeniorel plutnivegue  Toontion.
The river,not long released from 1its prison
of icé, was smging the wildest of spring
sonus,  Pule greon birches, only in the
bud as yet, were shivering against the‘durk
velvet  background of the pine wootls,
LFrogs were calling tragically  from' every
direction, and as we alighted*t Mrs, Sav-
age's door, we could smell the odorous
hregth of kine, and hear the pleasaut sound
‘of the dripping milk into full pails, The
mitkmaid. nrosy-checked, moon-fuced girl,
rughdd from the shed near by, pail in haud,
while Mrs, Savage herself stood on the
doorsteps Lo greet us, ;
“Hurry, Phebe!” she admonished the
milkmaid ; “supper's all ready now, and 1
expect nothing but what these ladies is
half starved.” < x
T'he cheer of a  woodflre revived our
gomewhat drooping dpirits, . ‘The voices of
frogs nnd extreme weariness aro enough to
depress the stoutest souls, " ;
Mrs. Savage, ‘‘Phebe; my . darter;” and
“my son, John," compose the family.
Mrs. Savage wears her haic short, and looks
as determined as cheerful.  ‘When not
about her houseworlk, she makes log-cabin
awlts, and hooks rugs. Phebe has, straw-
colored ringlets, ghe i8 nincteen years of
age, shosweeps, washes the dished, and,
when Jobn is busy, doesthe milking., John

et

looks manly, but scems quitg overcome by Lobjectionnble region.

shyness. lle weargred shirty, is employed
i getting out lumber in the day time, and
in courting in the evenmng. All this we
learned before noon of the next day, and
we also learncd -that the first of May s
rather early in the season in the back-
woods, if Lthere are no cast winds, and the
slkies arc clear, .

Farly the next inorning we took a little
tramp into the woods,  We found the pic-
turesgue ruing of an old camp, its crum-
bling logs beautifully deaped with moss, a
lovely little, round pond, bituking brightly
under green fripges, a plenty of the pinkest
urbutiis blossoms, and a drift of white
moosewood buds and delicaie ferns. We
heard the low, sweet, long song of a bird
that we had never heard before, but the
woods were wet, and the air was so chilly
and damp that we were glad to make our
way home in a very short space of time.

“ 1 am interested in Phebe and hor weep-
ing," said Marianne,  “After all, human
nature is more interesting than any other
kind, atthisseason of the year, especially,”
1 who love naturo much as sinners can,
Livvo hor where sho most graudour shows in

man,"

I quoted. “Mra. SBavage said the elder
was coming to-night, and L nm unxious Lo
see him,  lsn't there some connectivn be-
tween this expected cevent and Paebe's
weeping ¢ ?

L in agined that her tears were evoked
by the pathos of the New York .Ledger,”
suld Marianne, 1 saw them dripping
profusely ‘over the first page, while she
plied the dish-cloth this mormng.”

We went home to find the house as redo-
.ent of spices as on Thanksgiving Day, and
Mre, SBayngo in a perfect bustle of cookery,
Puobe’s fed elwaats were. gquite blistered
wilh tears, and she was heating egps with
an air of martyrdom.

“T'he elder, hie's ‘dg forid of dwectments
as a child, and U'm o trying wo gitup some-
thing that he kin cat, thougly,Lkebe’s ach
tions put me all out, and I hardly kuow
what 1'm doing of.” . Who ever heard of a
girl'aerying the hull enduring time, for
two or three days, coz her benu wns o
coming,” said the elder lady.

*'ile amn't my beau, no morn'n another
at’allil I won'thave him for a beau,” op-
serted the tearful damsel, wiping her cyos
with her-apton, “*andid think you would
b ashamed to call him that betore folky,";

- ABUréinge that @il ngver willknow when
they’re well off, The elder's the gentetlest

privilego of marryinz into the gospel, so to
speak. A Phebe ceckons sho's put upon
the worst kind, coz [ kalkerlate she shell
marry'hiny  He'll make an awful good
husband, 'n he’s a8 foud uv her as ken be, "
**I should think he was,” gasped Phebe,
handling her egg-beater like a weapon of
vengeance.. ‘““laln’t me he likes, 'n all
the neighbors know  it.
property Inmself, : "
-**Phebe Jane Savage, what air you talk-
ing about M exclaimed her mother, m n
lone of exasperation,  “If yowain't keer-
ful you'll lose him-after all. There ain't
a girl round here but what would jump to
git him—girls better ofl’n you be, too."”
“They’re welcome Lo him, ‘widerer's
peak,’ 'n all,” said Phebe,  “lle—"

rcom. The fire snapped cheerily., 'The
birds were singing outside, and we coulu
sce from the window we sat, the bold peak
of Katahdin, softened into a velvet ecloud
by distance, over the tops of the waving
trees.  Marinnune busied hersell with her
sketeh book, while 1 idly watehed the an-
tics of:an impish kitten, and meditated on
Phebe's troubles.

The elder was expected before tentime,
and we dul not desert our post by the win-
dow uulil he made his appearance. ile
traveled in what they callea the “commo-
dashun, a primitive conveyance, driven by
a jovial young man from the eud of a stage
route, several miles below, e was u tall,
ungainly man of forty or thereabouts,  Ile
wore shiny black broadeloth and a tall hat,
resembling u stage countryman in s Sun-
day best. MHis lair was black, oily and
curling. s eyes were beautitully blue,
but looked both sleepy and sintster, and
when he moved his hut we were amused to
notice the *‘widower's peak,” which I’hebe
had mentioned so scornfully,.  The ex-
pression of his face was a stran Egmnixture
of both indolence and sharpness, e cur-
ried a gny carpet-bag in his band, and in-’
variably swallowed before he spoke. e
addiersed Mrs. Savage as “'Sister Savage,
and rushed forward to greet her with a
smile which was sultry in its sweelness,
Phebe, without paying the least attention
to'the elder, was exchanging a great deal
of mysterious banter with the jovial young
man under his very nose.

“I am afraid that young man is on the
downward road,”” sighed the clder, view-
ibg.their proceedings trom the window,
atter he had reluctantly entered e house,
Mrs. Savage looked alarmed, and Last-
ened to call Phebe, who did not hasten to
make her appearance.  The young man
was to remain ul the house all mght, asthe
roads were bad, and his horse was disabled
in gome way, and pot until he ‘moved to-
ward the stuble with his weary steed did
she exhibit the slightest intention of de-
priving herself of his society.

The elder strode toward her with re-
proachful tenderness, and attempted toim-

‘print a kiss upon her glowing cheelk,

“Cg,mtl" said Phebe, repulsing him, with
arasiggryr panal
“Phebe Jane!”
reprovingly,
“Lor, Sister Suvage," said the elder,
with another sultry smile, “girls .will be
bashful, you know, and we must’nt blame
little Phebe.  She'll get over it intime, 111
warrant you, Wimmen folks am't often
very ibackward as far as 1 am coneerned.”
And he beamed all over with still com-
placency.,
Mrs, Savage turned one admiring eye
from lus visnge and another threatening
one from that of her daughter, and pro-
ceeded to perform an introduction between
us aud the clder,  His affability was ex-
treme, and addressing us each as “sister,”’
he “commenced n theological discussion,
while Mrs. Savage and Phebe busied them-
selyes in preparving supper.  But as he uad
the discussion all Lo himself he soon
wearied of 11, and favored us with his
igwa on politics and temperance at great
ongth,

“Haun't 1 seen you down below 2 he
suddenly inquired, from the midst of his
disquisition, scarching Marianne's fnce
with a somewhat puzzled expression.

We were both considerably startled, for
a8 his speech was extremely free with the
name of s Satanic msajesty, the *‘down
below™ was naturally suggestive of a very
It was u great re-
lief to find out that he only meant Barnog
alter all.

Phebe and the strange young man, who
scemed by no means steange to her, ap-
peared rather excited and were inclined to
laugh at the elder, during tie solemn oxer-
cized of supper.  The elder regarded him
with gevere disapproval, and remavked
cheerfnlly several times, that he knew one
or two young men who were going straight
to destruction,

Lvening, however, found Phebe demure,
the young man 8 eepy, the elder still in a
theologieal, but not so severe a mood, and
casting lover-like glances toward the mnid
of Lis choice. DBut Mrs. bavage looked
anxious, and was continually dropping a
stiteh in her knitting,  “*\My son John' and
the strange young man, who scemed to be
Iast triends, retired carly, pleading fatiguc.
Then Phebge, in spite of her mother's re-
monstrating glances, rvetired also. The
elder aslked permisston Lo smoke n pipe, and
no objection bemg expressed he puffed
away, uttering a little exhortation between
the whiffs,

“So Pnebe 1s engaged Lo the elder 27 in-
quired Mariunne when the reverend gen-
tleman had taken his departure for the
night, and we sat with Mrs Savage by the
fireside, SN

“Why, yes, I kalkerlate they'll be mar-
ried, Bhe's awful bigoted though, 'n snys
she won't have him.” (Bigoted isthe word
used for all sorts of objectionable behavior
In the Aroostook.), ““I'his young man that
druv the eldersup kep’ school in our dees-
trict an' courted hera spell winter *fore last,
'n I'm afcord he's turninhey head agin
now,"”

- “A marriage with him seoms a great deal
more smtable,” 1 ventured, feeling deep
gympathy for the poor damsel.  ‘“The el-
sler i8 8o much older than Phebe,”

““Yes, indeed,” said Marianne, warmly,
‘‘you ought to marry the clder yoursell,
Mrs, Bavage,™ = . ¢ .

“Baked alivel” remarked that lady; ‘‘the
elder’s enough sight too young and hand-
some for me, 1'm bound to have him .in
thie_family, though, ef 'tis only Lo spite the
Widder Jones, that's a sétting her cap at

him Jike allipossessed, ! 18 nllers & whis-
puring something against Phebe inhis car,”
"' The next morninfs Mts. Bayage was nstir
early, as usyal, for John,, who worked on
the rivery was obljgedito” have ¢ his: break-
“fast at 6 o'dlou_laﬁt&qwe she nlways culled

v halfipiist o; ten thd inhds of the

'. ejaculated her mother,

~mard In'thé cdliuty, (o say nothmg of the

L5

clock inglicated this hoyr,she: siepped into

sy v

e ain’t got no

" Marianne and I retreated to the siulug-‘

usudl emphasis through the still house.
But there was no response Bhe called
dgain and aguin, but only silence prevailed.

“I declarve that girl’s growin® more and
more shutless every day,” she muttered to
herself, and ran swiftly up stairs mto her
daughter’s bedroom,

The Troom was empty, the bed had not
been occupied at all, aul Phebe’s clothing
had dispppeared from the nails in the
closet; 80 had her father’s old hair traok,
which for years hud s ood in ove corner.
There was an envelope on the table ad-
dressed to her mother.  She tore it open
and read with feelings betterimagined than
d.seriveds” - ]

MDEAR Mara:—Seth Peckham and-1 s
a goin’ over to Patagumpus to get Elder
Wright to marry us this uloruingfl‘"' -could
stand the elder fur a pa, but not fuf-ahus.
bund.  CGum and see us when you git
through yore summer's work and the
boarders is gone. - ¥
Preng Jase,

“Pi8.—1 shall send after my hefer and
fetlier beds and kochin chiny pulets and
all my things next week,

Mrs, Bavuge, a8 she declared, was ““dret-
ful ook aback,” but determined to muke
the best of it. The elder, on being in-
formed of the clopement, seemed to  be
more alfected that they should have gone
Lo Elder Wright to be married than any
pangs of unrequited love,

*I'hey might at lenst have give me Fhe
privilege of marrying them, though "Laint
likely Seth could altord Lo pay o great deal
of a fee,” sawd he, regretfully,

A day or two atterward he informed
Mrs, Buvage that it had been revealed to
him that there was u providence 1n Phebe’s
refusal Lo marry huy, and heaven had or-
duained that he should marry her 1ustead :
aod M s, Suvage accepted the ordination
of heaven.

A Humnn Gobbler,

About twelve miles north of Lawrence-
burg, Ind., in Mauchester Township, on a
dreary road which is rarely trod by any-
body but paupers, and which, if it leads
anywhere, might lead to the mythical sec-
ton of lludes familiary known as the
"‘Linlf-nere,” is located alot of dilapidated,
broken-down, rookish old buildings whicl
taken together, constitules the County In-
firmary.  In the rear of this forsaken spot,
stands an old stone-pile, covered over py a
roof, under which existed a being which
resembles masculine humanity, but which
exhibits ali the traits and characteristics of
u turkey gobbler.  This *“thing' 18 ealled
Bradley, aad has probably existed about
Torty years. ‘The antecedenis of the crea-

.ture are unknown further ‘than thal it was

picked up in. Lawrenceburg Townshlip
some fifteen or twenty years ugo, snd car-
ried to the Infirmary and thrown into a cell
1 the stoue building dedicated o the hope-
lessly insane.  When seen by the writer
A A e BT O
He.wiis squatting, and appeared to rest en-
tircly upon his teet, while lus body awung
between lus legs, bis head nearly on a par-
allel with bis knees. *‘This,” snid Mr,
Duncan, the Intirmary Superintendent, **.s
his unitorm posture when not moving,  In
the position you now see him he will re-
main for & balf day and evena day at a
time.”  Bradley was dressed in simply o
blue dilling loose slip made in the shnpe
of a bag. I'rom his mouth protruded a
handrul of toboceo stems, all of them cight
or ten inches long, and in his hand he held
another bunch ol stems of the same weed.
He was surrounded by a lot of tin cans and
cups, from which he never parts; no more
does he part with his tobacceo stems, Witl
them perched upon his ot he toys constant-
ly und, save when eating, he never ceascs
to wobble in his mouth .the stems, In a
few instances the experiment has been tried
of depriving bim of Ins woys. Instantly
the creature has become wiid, and making
u noise precisely like a turkey-gobbler, he
has dashed about his cage furiously, but-
ting his head agains' the wall, as il intent
on sell destruction,  The experimens has
always kad the same result,and when agamn
in possession of his (rinkets and stems
Bradley has invariably assumed his accus-
tomed roost and become calm,  Save the
noise ol a gobbler no sound has never come
from the creature’s throut. During the
cold weather, because of his meager dress,
Bradley 1s always kept confined.  When
summer comes, however, he is occasionally
trusted out doors, On such occasions he
unlormly wanders ofl into the lots adjoin-
ing the Infirmary climbing trees and ences
and balancing himsell on a limb or board,
and, squualting down, roosts there howr
alter hour, frequently uttering the singular
oblety goblety” sound.  lis tin-cups and
tobageo stems he always carries with him
on these expeditions,

In speaking of ths singulnr specimen of
the human, Dr, Kyle, who for years has
been the Inficmary Physician, said: ‘'l
have again and again scen Bradley, while
oll in ihe fields, get Irightened, and then
scen him o a slooping posture (he has
never been seen ercet), with his traps gath-
cred upon hig arm, the stems sticking out
of hig mouth, run as no dog anywhere in
thig whole region ean run, When hie comes
to n fence heruns up over it, uging his
clbows and feel, and in the operation is
almost instantancous.  In speed the crea-
ture can almost outstrip a fast horse.”
Bradley has very course hair all over his
face.  Ile obeys only a few commands, bul,
thoes not recognize his nume. When slowly
moving over the ground he frequently
hops, instead of planting one foot atter the
other,  In his hubits he is us helpless as a
baby, 1lis food is principally granivorous,
he rarely enting anything: other than that
food made fyom grains, By everybody
Wwho has scen Bradley here v 18 regarded
a3 ong of natureis monstrositics,

A Lesgon in Eaglish,

What .queer blunders these foreigners
make !l A German woman living on ‘U'enth
atreet, Philadelphin, liad a severe attack of
c¢ramps the other day; and a doctor was
called in, e gave her some ginger to re-
licve the pam, — Next day he called ngain,
and said:

“Well, Mre. Bummenschlager, how do
you frel to-day " - $

'Inat-straighdt, doctor,” was the teply;
*8hoost 0" goot ng never vagl?

“Do you feel any pain?” ho asked.

“Veéll, I'fe god” a liddte ‘pain in my
sthuntmick, but it don’t hurd ‘el

The grin o, that: doctor's fage sprouted
info & gulfaw wirer the door clpged’ behind
hiny-and buyst all thd buttonas{r. his coat
by the timg he' reached/And styoef==L20(-

ter's American Monthly, 5. 3
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the hall and Phebe’s name cchoed with un-
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ESTABLISHED 1865.

The Thne o' Day,

The gallant Irish soldier, General Bligh,

sion of captaiu in u dashivg murching regi-
ment, was on a trip of pleasure, with his
wife, in the north of England, und haviog
come one day to a small Yorkshire 1,
the larder of which was well nigh emply,
he ordered all the host had ou hand in the
shape of food, L2 bo served up for his din-
ner, after which he joined his wife in an
upper room,

While the host was prepuring (he meal
for his guest a - party of sporting geolle-
lcn of -the country entered tae inn, and
called for refreshments.  “P'he landlord was
gorry to inform them that all Ins larder
contained of food had been bespoken by a

gentleman who was at thal moment wait-
ing up stairs w.th his wife o have it
served,

Who was the gentlemant

The host could only tell them that he
was an Irishman, and seemed 1o be o very
quiet, good-natured and harmless hody.
(The Captamm was traveling in citizen's
clothes. ) i

‘*An lrish gentlemanl A polato, with
pepper and salt, will answer for him, Go
up and tell him s0."”

But Bonifuce preferred not o do so.

“Then,” criedone of the party—a 'squire
of the neighborhood, with morg money
than sense—“take up this watch to the
geotleman, and ask him if he will send  us
wort what's the time o day, for we can't
tell.

It was u habit in that seetion, when one
would intimate to another that be didn't
have much faith in his good seuse, or in lus
Judgment, to show him # watch and ask
Lim to tell what's the time o'elock?”

The host, himself fond of fun, and feel-
ing assured that the last cullers would get
the worst of i, took the wutch—a very
valuable mold repeater—and went  up
stairs and did the errand.  Bligh took the
walch and looked at it.

“By my life! it's a beauty. ‘Tell the
gentleman 1M1 be down presently, und shall
Ltuke pleasyre in expounding o them the
niystery o’ time-telling by the walch, and
Il feteh the wateh with me,”

The host returned with tie wnswer, aud
shortly afterwards curried up his Zuest’s
dinner, The squice was for a litle time,
furious with the landlord for having left
his watch behind; but he finully cooled
off, and having called for a gallon of Leer,
he sat down with his friends 1o vzait,

After he had finished lus meal, Captain
Bligh opcned his portmantenu and ok
out two great horse-pistols ane placing them
under his arm, he took the wateh in his
hand and went down into the barroom,
where the sporting gentry still waited,

“Al, gentlemen, 1 give you a good day,
Aund now who is tiac mon that wants the
time o' day? 1 shall be delighted 10 cn-
lighten him,”

wo wl1Y G Rk AP e Jgoks of the man
look; and just now there wh' S g8 oo
the tiger manifest,

“Come, come, gentlemen—1 am Captain
Biigh, at your service. A short time since,
the Inndlord brought to me this wateh, une-
compnnted br a message which 1 have
come to answer 8 such a messuge richly
deserves.”  And he significantly tapped
hjs finger upon the pistols,  “*Now whose
is the wateh? Is 1t yours, sirf” (o the
'squire himself,

The ’sduire denied the  ownership
promptly. All the watehes in the world
would not have tempted him to expose his
life to the terrible Irish eapltumn whose
fame was known to him,

Bligh then applied to the next man, and
then to the next, and so on to the next, and
all denied the ownership,

I am happy to find, gentlemen, I have
made a mistake,  You will pavdon me, I
am sure. I thought the owner of the
watch was here.”

He then put the wateh into his pocket,
slipped the pistols into the pockets of his
blouse, tuined to the bar, and settled his
Lill, then bade the company good evenmg,
after which he joined lis wife on the
porch, at tho door ol which his carringe
was in waiting,

Captamn, afterward General Bligh, kept
the watch to the day of his death, often
telling the story of ats capture, when he
left 1t by will to his brother, the well-
known dean of Elphin,

— TP P —

A Weird Visitor,

I was terribly frightencd one night n
Queensland by a dead man riding up to my
eamp-fire at midnight, 1 was quite alone,
I heard my horses neighing and another
nuswering in the Malgus bushes, so 1 got
up and put wood on, making a bright blaze
and presently into the aircle of light came
a horseman, bending over his  pommel,
with his Inrge straw hat slouched over his
cyes. 1 tlook my revolver off my saddle
and sung out. **Good night mate!l  You
travel late, 'Will you have o drink of teat”
Not n word of answer,  Just then my two
dogy, who were snifling about, sel up such
a terrible ery it made me jump again,
After n bit 1 bezan to open my ¢yes to the
state of affuirs  and  mustered  courage
enough to walk up to the horse and take
hold of the reing,  While doing so 1 touch-
ed the ridegr’s hands, which were cold as
ice, I tried to get him ofl the saddle, but
it was of no uge. 1his legs were out of the
irons and wound tightly around the mare,
1 had to cut the reins trom the grip of his
lngers. I packed him on the horse when
sunrise came and led him into Tambo,
where I found he was well-known as o
digger,  He had set out thence that morn-
ivg-—afier drinking nearly a bottle of
brandy —to go to a place distant above
forty miles, and I was only twelve miles
from the township when he paid his ill-
timed visit, There was no doctor within
200 miles at that time, lHowever, they
‘held a Kind of inquest, at which the I, AL
talked learnedly of muecular contraction
and sunstrke, and was puzzled to decide
whether the brandy had anything to do
witl'it, ns he could swear from his own
experience, that the liquor was first-class,
He praised me more than 1 deserved, for |
had halt a mind to run away at fhret, When

am camped  out, even now, alone,
Strange thoughts of that nocturnal horse-
maun come 1nto my head.  If any one had
told such astory to me I should hardly have
credited it—I mean that amanshould stick
to'a horse In that vray without any other
help than his snddle straps afforded. Lis
little inare was very quiet, though, and was
¢vidently attrpofed by tho gound of my

NaQaeholls,
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of Sepoy fume, while hotdiug the commis-

Launching a Ship.

Not one-half the people who witness the
lnunching of a vessel can tell how it s
done, They henr n great sound of pound-
ing und driving of wedges for half an hour
or su, then u loud shout is raised, and the
ship starts slowly at first, but, gradually
increasing her speed, slides with a steady,
stately motion from off the pile of timber
and blocks where she has been stunding
for months; and where, but a moment be.
fore, the huge erenture towered aloft, noth
ing remmns but a debris of timber and
planks, while out on the water floats one of
the most graceful works of man.

When the ship is about ready to luunch,
her immense weight rests principally upon
Llocks somie eight or ten inches square on
the ends, und perbups some  fifteen or
cighteen iuches in length,  Phese blocks
are placed direetly under the keel, and
Arder to Inunch the vessel it is necessury (o
transter the weight of the vessel to the
ways,—iwo long hues of heavy timber
reaching about two-thirds the length of
the vessel on cither side, and about mud-
way the bilge or boltom.  ‘I'hese Ways are
simply two lengths of wimber with o thick
layer of grease between them, so that us
soon us the ship acquires any momentum
they will shp one along the other. To
transfer the weight of the vessel on Lo Lhese
ways so that gravily—the stem or heaviest
part of the vessel being mueh lower than
the bow— will cause her to move, 1s the
wlole sceret of launching, 'l'o do Lhis,
between the top ol the ways and the vessol
are driven pine wedges, which, of course,
raise  her somewhat, and so relieve the
blocks under the keel of part of the weight
resting upon them,  "T'his done, workmen
take theiwr places under the vessel, and witls
iron wedges cut and knock awny the
blocks.  When these are removed, the en-
tire weight of the vessel settles al once
upon the greased ways, and the result is
exactly the same as would be if a person
should scat himselt upon a sled pomnting
downhill upon an iey slope—away she
goes|

There secems Lo be a strange sort of fas-
cination for most people in the lnunching
of a lnvge vessel, aud in our ship-building
ports it is *not uncommon for a thousand
persons to be present to conjoy the specta-
cle—Lotler’s American Monthly.

Burned in Molted Leid,

. The establishment of the St. Lows
Smelting and Refloing Company, in St
Louis, was destroycd by fire, nnd John
Willinms was caught in a stream of molten
metal and liternlly burned by mehes, “I'he
firc was caused by the bursting of a cupola

1of one of the furnaces, in which about

twenty-tive tons of lead was being smelted
for 1elining.  Willinms, the engineer, was
standing at the door of the engine room.
lle started to get his cont und dinner
bucket.  The molten lead, which was run
ning on the ground in every direction, had
same e d ahin mant of the Jnildine gl g
narrow stream had made its way dircetly

across the path between Williams and the
place where his coat was hanging,  As he
went forward he gave a little leap, expeet-
ing to clear the stream, but tripped over.
LPulling, he dropped partly into the hissing
pool that had began to widen and sprewd
out.  Just at this point two men near by
saw the eovincer’s distress, and started to
pull him out of the puddle.  He, however,
suecceded in picking himself up without
giving the metal o chanee to burn him
seriously.  1le even went and got s cont,
and  was returning 1o cross the leaden
flood at & narrow point, when a sccond in-
terruption eame nlong from a dilterent di-
rection and caught him.  This time iv was
impossible for him o eseape. The Lwo
men tried to reach him, but the consuming
mass was covering Lhe whole tloor, run-
ning small channels in every direction, so
that the men could not gel near the strug-
gling engincer. e was seen to full, and,
ull efforts to resene him having failed, tue
building burned over and about him, md
the ruing fell upon him.,
e

‘The nordo That “Died of Griof,”

One of the San I'rancisco papers having
published an account of the deanth of n
horse from grief at losing his master, the
Chromele sent a reporter Lo verily the state-
ment.  The groom  was interviewed, with
the following result:

**Yes, sir, that thar were the curiostest
ease 1 ever hern tell on,. No more thar
ain't no such case writ about in books,
nuther,” and the stnblemanremoved a briel
T, DL pipe from his teeth, Tind rested its
cheering bowl on the reporter’s arm o fix
his attention more closely.  ““Yo see that
hogs were ag sound a hanimal in wind and
limb as yo'd see at a prize fair in the old
country, Gentle as u kitten, and a pel for
the children,”  ‘The stableman paused to
rekindle the fire in his pipe, which the rain,
dripping from the reporter’s ulster, had
quenched.

“When did it diet” asked the reporter,
sudly, s

“The hoss died Sulurday last.”

“AYhat ailed ice” :

“Lung fever,

“Whea did its master die?

“T'wo weeks ago to-day.”

“Well, what is there curions about that?*
usked the reporter in amazement,

HCurious! why itscurious enough, I shud
say,»when thir ain't apother hoss -sick i
this stuble, and we've gol w hundred of
them herel” :

ENgets of '‘T'on on the Skin,

If you place a few drops of strong tea
upon u picce of iron, s knife blade, for in-
stance, the tanoate of iron is formed,
which is blnck., If you mix tea with iron
tilings, or pulverized iron, you can make a
fair nruicle of ink. If you mix 1L with
fresh human blood, it forms with the iron
of the blood the tannate of iron, Tuke
human skin and let iv souk tor a time In
slrong ten, and it will become leather,
Now, when we remember that the liquids
which enter the stomacli are rapidly ab-
sotbed by the wvenovs absorbents of the
stomach, and enter into the cireulation and
are thrown out of the system by the skin,
lungs, and Kkidaeys, it is probable that a
drink so cominon as tea, and so abundantly
used, will have some effect, Can it be
possible that ‘tannin, introduced with so
much liguid-producing respiration, will
have no effeet on the skin{ Look at the
tea-drinkers cf Iussla, the Chinese, and
the old women of Amcerica, who have so
long continued the haat of diinking strong

ton.  Are they not dark-colored and leath-
er-slinned § Y

Burglars® ¥ istakes,

Ior Lwo years pest the oflicers of the se-
cret wervice division of tue govermment
huve been endeavoring Lo unravel the mys-
tery attached to the attempted robbery of
the United States sub-treasury in Philadel-
phis, Pa.  Up to this time they have met
with indifferent success, and the chances
ure they will never be able to ascertuin
with distinctiveness who were in the plot.
A8 the ease stands now it s a malter of
suspicion againsl some of the boldest
cracksmen in the country. None but
thieves were concerned, and they refuse
to give information which nught” lead to
the detection of their e¢onfederates.  The
story is un interesting « But tor n mis-
enleulation on the parl “hhers they
would have succeeded qnggome
$12,000,000 of coupor, .eash. It
would have been the largest haul ever
made in this country bul for thew stupid-
ity.  The large vault in T'reasurer ys-
ter's ofllee, in the Custom-house building,
contains Lwo apurtments.  In one of these
il is customary to store the cash and cou-
pons that ure presented for ioterest. In
the other small coin is kept, ‘The faet
beeame known and a gang  was orgamzed
Lo make a raid on the place.  Pronunent
on the list wus Jimmy Logue, now in the
Enstern Penitentiney, who lad FT70,000 on
hand fresh from u bank burgliry.  There
were acouple of well known New Yorkers
und two fellows who had exeaped from the
Kings County Penitentinry, beleved to be
Porter and Irving,  Another of the party
wus 4 new man, for whom the country has
been seoured but without nvaul,

Logus secured u five residence in West
Philudelphin, where the whols purly ro-
sided. e was to be reimbursed lor hig
expenditures out of the proceeus of the
robbery.  As  warrnuls und requisitions
were oul for the men on all sides, they
seleeted Fairmount Pack us thejr place of
rendezvous,  Their favorite resort was the
quict retreat at Srawberry muansion.  llere
they met daily, after taking an miring and
mapped out their plans, 1t was found
necessary to have one of their number in-
side the Cuslom-louse, so this happy plan
waa bit upon :

One day n reverend-lookiog gentleman,
with clerienl-cut garments and n white
choker, waited upon Collector Tutton and

informed him that he was the ey Mr.
Paddock. The oflicil knew of s
clergyman, The shum minister wis ne-

companted by an innocent-looking young
man who he stated was one of his parish-
ioners.  Dr. Paddock would be so much
obliged to the Collector if he could only
give the young mnn something to do—
some hght work, such s watchman—as
he was in need, and his health would not
udmit of exposure.  Collector Tutlon was
exceedingly pleased to see Dr. Paddock,
Mr. Tutton's rector m Downinglown and
Dr. Paddock were in fact well nequainted,
aud Mr, Tutton talked freely of Downing-
town's spiritual needs.  T'o the reverend
Elillomun ho vupl At o wnliasos
el b adaaud o A ho roromiming buions of
politicinns, while n minister’s cm‘ursumunt
was nearly always n safe guide.  ‘I'he sham
clergyman got quite shuky when Mr, Tut-
ton touched on Downinglown matters, hut
soon switched ofl the conversation and
uvoided embarrassment, It 15 now  ig-
closed that “Shoey™ Miller, who was mixed
up in the bogus naturalization JDusiness,
and was sentenced Lo two years' imrison-
ment in the Lastern penitentinry, person-
ated the Rev. Dr, Paddock, and  was o
purty to the job.

The young man recommended by him
waus uppointed nnd muwde a watchman, By
a slrange coincidence the fellow was ag-
signed o that end of the hulding  where
the sub-treasury is loeated,  For weeks he
was attentive to s duty ; but all this time
he was gathering points nnd  familiavizing
himaelt' with every part of the building
and with all the persons employed in it.
These facts were made known to the gung
of which he was a member, and  some ol
his confederates visived the place Lo learn
the by-ways,

The robters exhibited no undue haste in
moving upon their prey, but waited until
the time when the quarterly mterest on the
U. 8. bonds fell due.  They knew  that
lirge sums  of  money were stored  in the
vaults.  One Sunday morning 1t was dis-
covercd thatahele had beenmnde inthe side
of the Custom-house wall, lnrge enough to
admit the pussizge of n man’s body through
it. A closer examination revenled the fact
that this led directly mto the vault.  The
place had  been clenned out, but  the rob-
bers hnd been fooled.  In this apartment
hud been stored the pennies and small
coins,  Next Lo i, and with only the thick-
ness of a few bricks, was the huge pile of
interest money. 1L has  been  presumed
ihat the thieves believed they had struck
bags of gold, and that in the darkness they
merely felt of them to Jearn whether they
were coin or not, and immediately passea
them out to their confederates 1o carry o
a place of sufety,  Iustead of going further
the job was for some renson nbandoned at
thig time, and after an outluy of thousnnds
ol dollars the burglarscaptured but acouple
of hundred dollars worth of pennies, It is
thought that dayhght came too fast for
them, and they were compeiled to vacale
the premiscs, which was & good thing for
the Government,

Investigations were made by the officers,
and deteetives were put to workk up the
enso.  ‘They never discovered much,  Su-
spicion began  to point to the watchman
appointed al the *“Rev.” Mr. Paddoch’s
instance. It suddenly wes revenled to
every ono that no one knew anything con-
enrning thng individual,  1e was sent for
by the collector'and told Lo send Mr, Pad-
tock to the oftico.  But he did not,  That
young man left, and to this day he has
never buen seen or heard of,  This job
broke up Logue. When he was arrested
for the Portuondo 1obbery, he  had little
money on hand, bul gave o mortgage on
liis hiouse for a certain sum of moncy, con-
ditioned upon the fuet that [ the mortgage
was not puid  at o sel time the house was
o be sold, Aspart of the bargain, a
prominent lawyer of Philadelphin, it is
anid, agreed toeducate and eare for Logue's
children until he served his  three yearg'
acntence.  ‘I'he morlgage has  been fore-
cloged, and the children are in want,  One
of the sceret service men  traced a lot of
pennies to the custody of a couple of well
kuown thieves, but they made a satisfac-
tory exylanation of where they came from,
There tho veil drops.

—JI"or tho eight porformances of
Salvint in Bostwn, receipts ol $32,-
804 are reported. ''ho attendanco ex-
ceeded Bernhardl’s averageby 27 por
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—Gold leaf Is the 230,000 part of un
fuch in thickn ess,

—Now York pays §8,240,965 Interest
on the elty’s debt.

—The total Indian
Michigan 18 10,141,

—Queen Vietorln hus an Income of
$3,000,000 annually.

—In Germany the ladies take thelr
knitting to tho beer gardon. ¢

An outbreak of rinderpost s report-
od i Derbyshire, England.

—dJohn Clay, a brother of Henry
Cluy, 18 hving in Kentucky,

—Gambetta is . a liberal host snd
keeps open house all the time,

—I’etritfied grass Is found about the
mineral springs of Calistoga, *

All prosceutions against Cuban in-
surgonts are to be abandon'od. '
—Lord Beaconsficld’s “Endymlon®
puid him about H0 cents a word,
—Chlcago consigned $1,000,000 worth
wild game to Europe Iast year.
Pittsburg 13 to have a $500,000 hotel,
a stock company being the bullders.
—The state debt of Wisconsin 18 $2,-
252,057 5 that of Maine 18 $5,885,500,
—0Oun 4 slngle ranche In Texas 1,000

lambs wore killed by this winters cold
snuap.

—There are 35,613,000,000 matohos
consumed annually 1m the Unlied
Stutes,

—Our Indian wars from 1863 to'1879
are estimauted to have cost the govern-
ment $22 680,000,

-~T'he bulunce of trade in our favor
on last yenr’s business with the world
foots up $73,000,000., :

—A female salmon as a rule oarrie;
about nine hundred egg3 to every
pound ot her weight,

—New York saloonkeepers, of whom
Lthere are 10,000, are sald to control 75,-
Ul0 votes in the eity,

—Iellogg is to get $600'per night for
i twenty-night engagoment at the
Grand Opera in Parls.

—The mines of the United. States
have produced during the past seven
yunrs $280,000,000 in gold,

—Itls esthinnted that® the British
army the coming year, will cost the
Lreasury over 100,000,000,

—I'he Greeks have for 200 years had
i monopoly of the trade in dricd eur-
rants in the London market,

—Walter Scott was born in 12ddin-
burgh Auvgust 15th 1771,  Ilis rather
was i lawyer or conveyancer,

—In Missouri last year 482,980 of the
children attendod sehool, leaving 210, -
195 who reeelved no schooling,

—An Indian farmer depostted in u
bank Iast woek $2,000 that ho had had
buried In the earth for 17 years,

—LUhiladelphia has forty-two night
eohnnle In anoratlnn, swiibe . lpgbant 5
uttendance ol over three thousand,

—The increase in the population ot
Punnsylvania, as shown by the preseut
census, is 700,905 over that of 1870,

—Or the seventy-six Unlted Statos
Senntors only thirty-threo were born
in the states which they reprosent:

—The Parker Memorlal Chapel, In
Boston, which cost $110,000, will be
H(}E)d Lo u leading Spirivualist ror $16,~-
ouo,

—At a recont papor exhlbitlon in
Berlin, arddticlal tecth made of paper
were shown, A German Inyented
them,

—It i3 ostimated that the cost of the

Whitaker covrt ol Inquiry and of the
Whitaker court martinl will bo ubout
$10,000.
—'I'he exponse of the White I[ouse
and its oceupnnts 1ast yoor was $119,-
V64, of which the president’s salary
was §560,000,

—The flrst complote translation of
the Bible in Knglish was printed In
1622, A perfect copy ol it was sold in
1838 for $1750,

—The annual sale of pows ¢f I'ly-
mouth Church took place receptly.
Tho-first pew was bought by Hbrave
B. Claflin ror $700.

—During the ycar 1880 $32,283,279
worth of gold coin was turied out ot
the Uaited States mints, and $27,400,-
U8 worth ol silver, v

—A harp, dlscevered in Egypt in
1828, had seversl remnining strings
which responded o a touch, und awoke
from a rost of 3000 yoars,

—1'he Journal Ofllvial of Pavls has

been purchased for $120,000 by the
French Uovernment, and will here-
ufter be the oflicinl organ,
—I'rederic R, Guernsey, of 7he Bos-
ton Jlerald, Is preparing tor the estab-
lishment soon ol an ~Anglo-Spanlsh
commerclal paper at Boston, . ‘

—L'hey are very exact in Rusain, The
wellfed  government  ofliciuls roport
that 701,028 peasants ave starving in
wocertain distriet in that emplre,
—L’ublicschools In I'ennesses during
4830 numbered 5,622, ngainst 3,403 in
1876, in 1380 the teachers 6mployed
number 5,954 against 4,210 in 1875,

—1'he Unlversity of Berlin durlng
this winter has more than 4,000 stud-
cuts, the largest numboer ever yet
reached by any German unlversity.

—The Manhattan Jlevated Rullway
Company has orderod twenty-Hvbd new
Baldwin locomotives, similar to,thoso
now in use on the ‘1 hird uvenue line.

—The Paterson (N, J.) rolling mill
has spent §15,000 in boring an arteslan
well througn 2100 fteet of red gand-
stone, only to strike n stréam of salt
wuler, .

—Wade llampton no longer. goos

about on & crutch, He has a woodon
leg Lo replaco the one lost by the klek
of a mule, and is able to walk without
i eano.
—Connectiout has $60,000,000 invest-
od in manufacturing establishments,
cmploying 60,000 persons, the annual
product ot which. 18 estimated at $120,-
000,000,

—Lord Wentworth, grandson of
Byron, was married December 30th,
to Mary Caroline Stuart=Wortloy. Tho
bride’s white satin gown was om-
broidered at the Royal Sshool' of Arg
Needlowork, and- her vell was antlquo
Brussols. "

—The Vory Rev. IPaclfico Nono, D,
D. O, 8, A,, the present provinelal of
the Augustinians in Amerloa, was
recently appolnted by his hollness
Pope lieo XILIL, superlor-goneral of
the Ordor of St. Augustine throughout

population of

of

tho entire world, f




