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DEAR ONES FOR-

By JERLE DAVIS.

7 HAT a ghastly holiday Christmaa
will be in Kurope this year. Mil-
lions of families in mourning, mil-
lions of women and children syay7-
ing, millions of he:sess in ruins,
millions Gf new graves, millions of
dead men that haven't even the
shelter of earth, millions of square
miles of fertile land laid waste by
war, millions of men killing fathers,
husbands, brothers, sons and sweet-
hearts,

“(ﬂmum. Serbia, northern Irance and Poland
are a Hades of wreckagoe. In Germany overyone
Is living on short rations and turning all energies
to the pursult of war. Even the half-grown bhoys
ot’ France are under arms awaiting the call to
lhe trenches, Austria and Italy and England and
tussia and Bulgaria are pouring their money into
Jw mill that turns out guns and explosives while
a{' poor exist in the misery of semistarvation,
\ting their mite of food and fuel and clothing
iking their turn in the “bread line.”

W.oof warring Furope's able-bodied men are
in one capacity or another. In the
Y all the cities and villages of the con-
vl “ating the little neutral nations—one
- “‘. rpcn, veterans of other wars, and

"hio are recovering from wounds

AL in this o1 53.. Everywhere are hospitals.

EVER GONE AND
THE GLOOM
OF FADING |
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o~ R

D

Schools, churches, factories, homes-—every sort
of habitable place is filled with wounded. And
one of the most flourishing enterprises over thero
Is the sale of artificial limbs,

Even from Asia comes the wall of sorrow, for
Mohammedan Turkey (s religiously slaughtering
ita hundreds of thousands of Christian Armenlan
subjects. News dispatches of the last few days
describe the terrible plight of refugees—penni-
less, ragged, hungry, diseased, noncombatants and
exhausted, beaten soldiers—who are sweeping
out of desolated Serbia into Greece. We read of
women with children in arms spending a month
tramping through the snow-covered .mountains,
hoping in the end to find a little warmth and
food and peace. We read of frozen roadwnays
strewn with the bodles of those that stopped on
the way for a bit-of rest—and never went on.

one of the hundred million of us In the United
Statés can appreciate the horror of it all. Some
of our war correspondents over there have seen
and heard, but none has suffered and endured as
those who are a part of the conflagration,

Santa Claus will have a sorry time abroad this
year., [Iathers and mothers have nelther the
heart nor the means of commemorating the birth
of the Child of Bethlehem and his misaslon among
men. Of necessity they and their children will
fast Instead of feast—If there is any feasting it
wlill be a feast of prayer and hope.

Amerien sent no Christmas ship abroad this
year, Why not? some of us may ask. Why not?—
with the United States at the helght of proaperity
and blessed with peace. Perhaps because we
realize what a horror the war ls. A prominent
newspaper man in one of our large cities—a man
who had much to do with the success of the
project lust year—had this to say when the ques-
tlon was brought up:

“A Christmas ship this year—a boatload or two
or threo boatloads of dolls and jumpling-jacks and
red apples and candy and cakes and mittens and
red-top boots for the kids of Europe? 1 shall not
dwell on the fact that the warring nations have
become much more deadly in thelr haté end sus-
picion and probably would refuse safe passage for
the cargoes from one country to another, [ shall
not concern myself with the fact that the natlions
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embroiled look upon the United States as a greedy
animal growing fat and sleek feeding on thelr
life blood, and probably would return our gifts to
us with curt "No-thank-yous.”

“Ingtead I shall confess that I am weighed down

with the hopelessness of the situation. Here in
America we have all we may reasonably ask of
Providence—considering our own sins of politics
and soclal injustice. Over there they are cursed
beyond the power of words to deseribe, and the
curse will bo felt for generations,

“Millions in Europe are dying In the agonies
of starvation, cold and disease for want of food,
clothing, shelter and medical aid, What a ghast-
ly joke it would be In these circumstances for the
richest and luckiest nation to offer those millions
of pitiful children a lttle eandy and fruit when
they need milk and broth, mittens when they need
blankets and clothing, dolls and toy tralns when
they need doctors and nurses and sanitary sup-
plies. No, this {8 ne time for polite mementoes.
Let us concentrate on giving the only real help
that would suflice and that would be welcome—
peace as soon as possible.”

Let us look upon the manner in which Europe
celebrated Christmas beforo the war,

In France and Belgium on Christmas eve the
baraques, or booths, appear {n the streets without
hindrance, and are all ablaze with candles and
glittering treasures, for cvery housshold must
contain some bright trinket In honor of Noel, The
midnight mass {g througed: the magnificent
Christmas hymn ia chanted everywhere, and then
all is gleeful hollday for an hour or so, for it Is
Christmas morning, the peace-making morning of
the world!

There is the boudin to be eaten, the calen, or
Christmas lamp, symbolical of the star that guld.
ed the Magi to Bethlehem, to be lighted, the lit-
tle creche to be exposed, and all happlness, all
good-will to everyone to be cxpressed before re
tiring with the grand chorale of peace sounding
n the ears In the country the lads and Inssios
merrily drag home the buche de Noel, correspond-
Ing to our Yule log, which {8 kindled by the head
of the family; the boudin must be eaten and the
hot spiced wine aent round, and many a misun-
1erstanding 1s made cler~ kaslde the Christmas

fire on this, the day of good will,

In Germany and Austria every houscmother and
every father makes Christmas the feast for the
children, the greai day of reunion, the glad time
when all meet under the old roof-tree, and social
cnstoms provall over religicus observances, The
Christmas tree is ubiguitovs—cvervone has i,
rich or poor—and no one omits Weihnacht's
Bescheerung or Christmas gifts, To provide these,
the German people will, If necd be, save up halfl
the year. IBach member of the household must
have something as a surprise, generally service
able presents that are often needed anid always
acceptable.

Singularly enough, the Christmas is not cele-
brated as one would expeet in Italy. There the
night of the year is less a religious festival than
a falr. The world seems absorbed in delirious
oxcitement, and all ¢rowd round Puleinello and
divert themselves hilarfously till the churches
claim them for the midnight mass. But the fun
goes on: Lhey laugh gleefully, as only Itallans
can laugh, enjoy themselves to thelr hearts’ con-
tent, but the "celebrations are not home celebra-
tions; it s a general, not a domestic, feast

In Russla and Poland the children put the'r
shoes filled with hay outside the door for the
horses of St. Nicholas; and it {s belleved in maost
soctions that St. Nicholas comes first on a pre
paratory visit fen duys before Christmas to learn
which children have been good., He leaves nuty
and candy in the shoes of those who have been
good, but aothing for those who have been bad,
who thus know that they may cxpecl no presents
on the real Christmes day

In Serbia and the o9ther Balkan countrles, at
dawn on the day before Chrismas the sturdy peas-
ant proprietor dispatches his sons to the forest.
On reaching the spot where the destined Chriat
mas tree stands, the axhearer offers up a prayer,
then he draws on a palr of gloves, takes a band-
ful of corn, flings it against the tree, and says,
“Good morning, and a happy Christmas to you.”
This done, he addresses himself to the task of
felling, paying careful attention to the laws of the
“badnyak,” which preseribes among other things
that all the cuts be made on one particular side,
Once felled, the tree s carried home and leaned
against the east side of the house, where it re-
mains till evening. Then the wife Hehts two can-
dles and places one on Jither side of the foor-
way, while the husband goes forth to hring In the
“hadnyalk."

The master of the house now throws three nntg
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IGGEST HARVEST
EVER REGORDEG

U .

LARGE CROPS AND GOOD PRICE
RULE THROUGHOUT THE
COUNTRY.

—_——

AN UNUSUAL COMBINATION

For First Time In History Extraordl-
nary Production and High Prices
Have Prevalled.

Washington. The nation's harvests
hig year have surpassed any ever be-
fore recorded. The value of the prin-
cipal tarm crops, based on prices paid
to farmers Doecember 1, was announe-
ed by the department of agriculture In
its final estimate as $6.668, 772000 mak-
ing 1915 a banner year
and in production df crops.

The unusual situation of  extraor-
dinary production and high prices,
probably never before so pronounced
fa credited principally to the Buro-
pean war,

With the price of grain soaring as
the war progressed, American farmeoers
began the season by planting greater
to grain,  The acreage of the
principal crop this year aggregated
approximately 486,570 square miles,
That is larger than the  combinoed
area of Germany, France, Delginm,
Holland, Denmark and Switzerland,

Corn was  planted  on 108,321,000
acres, the socond largest arca ever
planted, and the harvest was 3,054,
BAG000 bushels, the  second largest
t-rnp ever grown.  Its value was §$1,-
100,859,000, oxcecding  that  of  the
previous most valuable corn crop by
$33,000,000,

New records were made in produe-
tion by wheat, onts, barley, ryve sweot
potatoes, rice and hay,
closely approached its
ord, 1,102,415,000

production rec-
pounds,

1010, Kach of theso crops, in wddi-
tion, established records as being the
most valuable crop over grown, ox-

o,

el wheat crop and  sccond  (hree-bil-

lion bushel corn evop were features
jof the year. Wheat acreage agpEro-
!IZ:LI(\Il HARIS.000 neres,  or 6,000,000

| mora than ever bheforoe,
[ 1649 bushels an aere, the largest acrn
| vield for winter and spring  wheat
teombined ever attained in

The vield was

both in valuo |

while tobacco |

mide  in :

copt in the case of barley and tobae-
|

Production of the first billion hll.v.h-F

this coun-
|I try.  The final esthnates of production '1
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SPEND HONEYNOON
AT HOT SPRINGS, VA

PRESIDENT WILSON AND BRIDF
WILL BE AT HOMESTEAD

HOTEL.
REMAIN UNTIL NEW YEAR

WIlil Be Away From White House Two
Weeks Unless Developments
Necessitate Early Return.

Washington.—President Wilson and
Mis, Edith Bolling Galt were married
at 8:30 o'clock and left afterward to

spend  their  honeymoon at  Hot
Springs, Va.  The President and his
| bride traveled in a private car at-

[tached to a speeinl train leaving here
al 11:10 o'clock which {8 due to ar-
jrive In Hot Springs next morning at
18:15 a, m. .
| At ot Springs, Mr. and Mrs, Wil-
!mn will live at the Homestead Hotel
ilmtil after New Year's Day unless
some development should necessitate
the D'resident's earvlier return to the
canital. Two White Ilouse automo-
biles have have been sent on ahead
and the couple expeet to spend thelr
honeymon motoring, golfing and walk-
g over the mountain trails. Deside
| the secret service guard, the party
wiag aceompanied by o stenographer.
The Presidont will keop in touch with
the White House over special wires,
Shortly after 10 o'clock the Prest
|:lm1! amd Mra.. Wilson entered p walit-
Fing White TTouse automoblle and mo-
Ctored to Alexandrin, across the Po-
| tomne, to take theiv private car there
fand avold a erowd at the raflroad
station in the elty.
ITot Springs, Va.-

-Preaident Wilaon
and his bride, the formoer Mrs. Norman
| Galt, arvrived here shortly after 0
o'clock to spend  thelr honeymoon.
| They wore met at the train by a erowd
of several hundred  people who  ap-
|plnmlml as thoy alighted from thelr
private ear.

NEW NOTE RENEWS DEMANDS.

Austria Must Pay Indemnlty, Punish
Commander and Disavow Act,
Washington, The new  Ameriean
note Lo Anstrin-lHuangary regarding the
sinking of the Halian steamship An-
conin has heen cabled 1o Ambassador
Penfleld for  presentation to the
| Viemna foreign olficoe,
Secretary Lansing and other officinls

[ was 1,011,505.000 bushels with a val- | 0f the state department declined o
ue  of $030.402,000,  Tne  crop  ex- | divolge any information  concerning
cecded last voar's whieh was a ree- | he communication.  From other ro-
ord, by moro than 120,000,000 bushe | Hable sources,  howevor, came  a

als and by $50,000,000 In value,

Oats, ryo,
aml tobacco all were plentoed on rec-
ord arcas.
production  of 1915 by
bushels and its record
by E56.000,000,
wns
1912 record crop and wus
Q00,000 more than  the
valuable crop that  grows  in
Rice passed the 1913
200,000 bushels and  its
valued by $1,700,000.

The apple erop was 76,670,000 valu-
ed at $156,407,000; the bean c¢rop, in
the three principal producing statos,
0,425,000 bushels—a  decrease of 1,
GER,000 bushels valued at $27,558,000
and the cranberry ceop, 457,000 bush-
els, valued at $2,845,000.  The value
of these three crops are included in
Lhe yvear's total,

The value of each
nounced as follows:

The value this year of each crog,
based on its farm price on Decembor
1, with last year's value, is announc-

value of 1914 |
Barley  production

former most

record by 3,
1912 yocord |

crop  was  an-

ed as follows: (In thousands, §. e,,
000 omitted).
rop 1915
GOMWYo: oy ces e v BTSN 850
Winter wheat., ., .. GY2.012

spring whent
All wheat .. ..

it dns, ""J

AL s i W g Il"l4l1
Barley., T 10y 903
Ry .. | Lt aTms
Buclkwhent Tl LIS 12,502
Il xsen u! LT e e 19,541
3 4 L840

. . 198,609

|ml woes L, L, 11,291

] Sl | A TT0,008
T rrh.n’l'n GO R BT 100,411
Colton S Cad i, oad 025,409
sugar beels ., .. .. A0 43

In addition to these ||n|m ather (i
products, such as minor crops and anbinals
awnd animal products, will bring the year's
total to about F1o,000,000,000,

Other details of the report show: (P'ro-
rlm' tion in H00's,)
Corn: Production, 000030 bughels,

ngnineL L6T2500,000 laat year, Aecra vield
8.2 htmlu-h n 208 Inst year, De-
cemboer | . AT0 cents o bushael
n;:.linm 614 Insl \(~u
Winter whoeat: Production 655,045 bush-
olg, ngainet £.009.000 Iast year., A
viell 162 bashels, aeninst 190 hat
rice 05,0 ts, aaiinst 056 last yoeu,
Spring whent: Production 356,460 hash-
eds, ngainst 206027000 last yes Acre
vield 183 bushels vnat 11,8 last year,
Price SK8.05 conts, aeal O%.5 last year.
Al whent:  P'roduetion 1,011,505 bush-
als, agalnat S0L017,000 last yvoar, Acre
viald 16.9 bushels, agninst 16.6 last year,
'rice H2.0 conts, :u:nhmt D96 last yeur,
Ot 'radoction 1,540,362 bushels,
agninst 1, 141,060,000 Im:l vear, Acro
vield 37.85 bushels, aeEninst 297 last vear,
Price 401 cents, agalnat 438 last year,
Barley:  Production 2R9.000  hushels,
cwalnat 1TRLOGE 000 Ingl year,  Aere viell
320 hushela, apgninst 2658 lnat veanr. 'rice

into each of the four corners of the room, aaying
ag he does so:  “In the namae of the [Father;
in the name of the Son;
Ghost—Amen!"

All night everyone remaing gloating over the
crackling, roasting pig, with an cagerness of
anticipation proportionate to thoe zea!
they have observed the six weeks' fast enjolned
by the Greek orthodox ochurch By thig time
Christmas day has dawned, and on Christmas
everyone must go to service,

in the name of the Holy |

with whiel |

51,9 eents, agadnst H4.3 ast yvear,
Production 49,190 bushels, ngalnmst

2. 77" Inst  vear, Acrn yleld 17,2
bnshels, apninst 16,8 Iast  voar, | RHTAT
£4.9 conts against 6.5 Iu-n Vonr

PBuckwhent:  Production 16

roalngt 23,040 000 dasd
401 bushels,
R0 A caents,

vear,  Acre yield

ngainst 924 last year.

potatoes, swoeoel potaloes
Oats exceeded ils ||~t(lr'=l|

122,000,000 |
13,000,000 bushels more than the |

worth $4,-

1914, |

agninat 34,1 last venr, Prica

Cstrong Intimation that the Nnal draft
pof the note had boen completed by
C Seeretary Lansing durving the day and
had been put in code and stariod on
Its way over the ecables,

A vell of secreey has  surrounded
| the communleation ever since a1 White
[Mlouse  messenger carvied o prelimi-
| nary dreaft from  President Wilson to
L Secrotary  Lansing. However, it is
known that the scceretary spent con-
siderable time at work developing the
it]l-sm the president had outlined,

As completed the note is believed
to have  been  consideralily  more
lengthy than the first.
| Certain portions of the text of (he
| mote woere said to be nearly identical
with portion of the first, The demands
ol the United States which are reiter-
atedd are for disavowal, punishment
of the submarine commander and rep-
aratfon by the payment of indemnity
for the Amerleans killed and Injured.

For Great Mcrchant Marline.

Washington. - Amerlean shipyards
have under, construction now more
vessols than ever before were bulld-
Ing in the United States to add to an
American  merchant marine whose
grogs tonnage Ia the largest in the
country's history, said a report {ssued
hy the commlssion of lmvigallun

Newannpors QLlIt Party.
Londor-— A Christiana dispateh to
the Morning Post, says that several
newspapar correspondents as the re-
sult of a ¢uarrel, will quit the Ford
peaco expedition while the steamer is
in port.

Says War WIIl Soon Be Over,

Christiania,  via  London.—"lvery
nation in the world will soon look up-
on American pence pilgrims as taking
the Initiative In  stopping history's
worst war., The landing of the peace
expedition in IKurope will be recorded
94 one of the most benevolent things
rhe American republle ever did,” sald
Henry Ford to the Assoclated Press
representativa on stepping ashore on
Norweglan soll.  The stenmship Oa-
ar I, carrying the Ford peace ex-
pedition, arrived at thls port on Sat-
urday after a 14'days’ voyage.

Handle Much Farm Product.

Washington.-—Farmers' co-operative
marketing and purchasing organiza-
tions wlll transact this vear a total
business amounting to more than $1,-
400,000,000 according to an estimate
made In the annual roport of the
Office of Markets and Rural Organi-

el dpainst 16 E51,000 1t Acra | Z0tion of the Dgpartment of Agricul-
vield 106 bushels, ngainst wi year. | ture, just made public, While agri-
P rlea TS cents mrndnst 7001 Inat vear, Y g 2 L
Pl xsead Product’on 13,545 hushels, cultural co-operation in the  United
H},;ul‘hﬂl‘ ‘1 .’.!n.1u1r| Inst ‘,\'1--:|r, Acre yleld | States is far more prevalent than fa
ahaly, nye 8.0 Inst vear. Trie
1‘.1,'f!’:}“t‘:éuI‘lg-sltm{'i,l'{.]?-l lnst \":nr?”n rico | generally belleved, the report says, it
Rico: I'roduction Y8, 3T bushels, | Is not yet upon a sufflelent strong

busineas hasls,




