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PLACED ON TRIAL

Upon Charges of Murder Growing

Out of Clash

Between The

Races Last December.

STATE OFFERS TESTIMONY

- TELLING TERRIBLE STORY |

| Ing to Tom Spights’ house anid taking
illtm out of bed, taking him tn
| stere across on the Georgia side and

Of Two Negroes Being Brutally Beaten By
Party of Whites and Blacks-~-Also of

Third Negro Being

and Clubbed With His Guns.

(Staff Correapondence.)

WALHALLA, March 2.—In the court
of gencral sesslong for Oconee coun-
Ly this morning Willlam T. McClure,
J. Woodrow Campbell, Calma C. Kay,
8. Angustus Jones, Jolin McDonald
and Willlam Kay, residents of the
Falr Play scction of this county, were
placed on trinl for thelr lives, the
grand jury having indicted them on
charges of murder of Green Gibson,
one of three pegroos who met death
ayg the result of an escapade that oc-
cured in that section on December
- 20, last;

.The close of the first day's trial of
© the cpse saw the State with probably
a little more than half of its testl-

ny in, Tho prosecution put up
Ctwelvo witnesses during the day. and
- of this number two mignl be spoken
of as “star” men. Testimony given
“by 'the' other ten witnesses was of
~minor importance, as compared with

thiat miven by the two principals. Of
~1he large amonat of testimony offered
r the State on the -opening day of
o trial, however, only a portion of
t. had bearing dircctly on the cnse
t stake, that is, thy murder of Green
bgon.  The State, It was announced,
i Introducing tnis testimony for a
iecilic .purpoge, end that s to show
fie #tate of mind of those charged
| with murdor of Greon Glbson.

o Tell Horriblo Btory. f
“The testimony offered by the’ prins
,ﬁal “witnesses for the State today
ells 'n siory of alleged brutality such
 this section of the country proba-
~ bily haa never heard bofore. ‘The teati-
“nomy (elle bf the beating of two ne-
nen, George Gibson, a won of the
sent Glbson for whose hlleged mur-
0f ' tlie defendants are belng tried,
ind Tom Spights, The account of the
ating the witneises swear was given

- Tho ‘allegod beat'ng glven the . pe-
0q took place In the Stato of. Geor-
Kla, and from the effects of thy in-
uries then sustained th, negroes are
fald to liave died. Hut, as stated iy
the outiet, this testimony wppears to
have no diract' bearing on the case
at stake. ;
"l'ha'ﬂamuu_nb_:med from the [irst
Lo the introduct.yn of testimony’ as
'“to what occured on the Georgla side,
‘#nd s o any treatment givon any-
body but Groen Glhson, as the testl-
ony was Irrolevant, The Stats con-
tended, howover, that it was necessary
: . what transpired Immediatoly
pre M.ﬂflst‘th:'h dﬂll.hhuf Green Gibson
R order to show ‘the state of mind
tho defondants ' be fo .
mallce on their part. The court ruled
‘that 16y testimlony was admissable,
and the hearing of evidence of ilis
iarncter continged, o
g m m’b,usw i“‘ :
n witness: put up today
Blate was Aldnzo Andorson, s
{,Tyﬂ negro test'fied that he
& '

11 1ast’ Decembor, and that on
L of that month he saw (‘olmus
. Jolin MoDonald and Wil Kay
Ahe home “of ‘Mr. Campboll. That
"-':,“‘ he nt‘t_a&. h:lhltched up nev-
7 ,ﬂfll_wn e ‘diraction of Mr,
:ihuphul. ‘that ‘the white men mu:-
05 got In the buggles and started
* Tom 'Spight's house. (Spights (s
of the -negroes who,- it is sald,
was beaten' to. death and who after-
mmd)hd in Hartwell dall of his
pon ‘arriving at Spight's house, the
o885 tated, the whité men wont fn-
D Silehter wha S oo, elurned

J4 with ts, who was put in a bu
aud driven away in the'dqucuaa‘?i
(the ; Hnuﬁn,w tlhe_ ‘WEY 1o
Sl i wocomimaid
‘gave the nained of the
s in’ ﬂﬂgl_‘{

tirning later to the bridge,

‘guns were distributed

At himself and two other ne- | trip,

_ '&a o

Shot Down in Duel

river. Hp stated that the white men
in the party told lim and the other
two negroes to take Tom Spights nnd
George Gibson into the store; that
they were told (o take the two pegro
men’s clothes down; that this was
done; that two.of the negroes stretch+
ed Tom Splghts nacross a counter
end held him there while the third
negro man, upon orders from the
white men, beal George Glbion.

When the [irst one of the three ne-
gro helpers had beaten OGibson he
changed who was with one of the pe-
groes who wuas holding Gibson across
the counter, and the sccond negro
came arcund and took the buggy trace
and beat Gibson. Having taken his till
of beating, the second negro changed
places with the third negro holding
Epights acroes the counter, and this
third negro came around and used the
buggy trace on Spights; When the
three negro helpers ‘ hund flnished
beating George Gibson, it was testl-
fied, five of the six whitesmen in the
party took turns at apolying the bug-
8Y trace to the negro's naked nantomy,
This continued, the witpess testified,
until eight different men had appifed
the lash to Georgo Gibgon. The wit-
ness testifled that the ogly man in the
party who did not do any of the whip-
ping wai Woodrow Car:pbell, who de-.
clared that he did not have to do any
of the beating, ms he had brought
along his negroes t>-do it for him.

Heaten on Feet,

When the Gibson negro hud  been
dlsposed - of," the testimony went, oin
Bpights was placed across the coun-
ter and the lash applied to him in
much the:same fashion as it was ap-
piied to George Gibson. The witnesk
stafed that George Gibson was able
to stand 4p a part of the time ufter
the beating and a part of the timo
was nyt able to stand, After Spighta
had boén whipned some, it was stated,
Calma Kay apoke up and sald thnt (he
negro had had enough boating,

" - Gircen Gibson Comes 1,

When the beating of 3eorge Gibson
and Tom Spights hal besn finished,
the wtness gtated, he looksd vyl tha
door <f the store and saw tiveen Giy-
ion and iwo other negroes, armed
with chot gunw, approaching the build-
ug. This matier was reporied (o the
white men, the witness . statsd, and
mmediatnly they cameo. out of the
heuse, with pistols drawn, and com-
mandod Green Gibson and the othas
<Wo negroes to drop thelr guns. The
‘Witness testified that Green Gibson
gald, “Gentlemen, if he has Jono npy-
thing “let the law take its course.”
The negross were Again vommanded
10 drop their guns, the witness sicted,
the three negroes began backing olf
toward thy bridge. When the negroes
backed off, the witness stated, shoot-
Ing ‘between them and thic wiite men
‘Stigan. The witness was not positive,
but’ thought that John McDonald fir-
adw;g, first shot. 2E
. When on exchange pf some 20 shots
hadl' taken pldce, lhdp wituess stated,
he and Calma Kay went over

in Geor-
gla and gecured three shot 5

BUnNS, re-
whera the
among ' the
. Bhooling of Gibson, |

The witness destribed: the retiirn
from the Georgla side and: the trip
back toward Fair Play, On the return

it seoms, members of the pariy

engountered Green Glbson, who had
made his get away after the ex
of shots near Knox's bridge. The wit-
ness stated that he went fa the direc-
tion of firlng which he. hegrd and
saw Calma Kay and Willlam Mc(Tura
shocting at Green Gibson, who wan
down ib a field. Sy
_ The  witness described  ‘mec
Gresn Gibson shot down and seeing
him fire after he was down on the
ground. Befors Glhson feli e saw
him start running In the direction o

membery of the

one ‘Mose Will : M\EE The wit-
% tostified; - 1 o
_.m?. 1 by one W 'hu.mh 1

)  head, off, Green

; a0t 401160 i safer
Willlams® house. chnunit‘:n;'m_l.

+ the wiluesy stated (i

Green Gibson been phot ' o
row

‘extraordinary nature nor very

_ Wedne
- It is imposaible

-Andersen Cltlzens

hp didn’t gee any of th» cven's sur-
rounding the beating > the negrocs
or the killing of Green Gihson. Tne
witness stated that at the time he
signed this paner he koew the gtate-
nmens were not true,

Second Star Witnesy,

The second star witness put up by
the provecution way Edgar White,
wi'n, the former witness swore, Was
ane of the three negroes who were
compeilci to apply the lash to George
Glbson and Tom Spights. Lidgar White
told practically the same swory as that
told by Alonzo Anderscna, e testi-
fied us to the parly of vhite men po-

the

beating him with a bhuggy trace. He
sald that he would pot have applied
the lash to Glbson !f he had 29t been
told by the white meun that they would
“get him"” unless he did. The other
portions of the pegro’s tustimony were
practically the game az 1hat given by
Alonzo Anderson.
Cross Examined.

These belng the maln wilnesses of
the prosecution, the aitorneys for the
defense naturally centered their sever-
est cross examination fire upon them.,
Both negroes wore put through a
thorough grilling, and while they
were tangled up in some Instances,
thelr story, In the naln, was not shak-
en. It was brough! nut on cross ex-
amination that counsel for the defense
had had both negries put in jsil, and
that while In prison afflduvits were
gotten from them with refarence to
what happened Jurimg the rioting
poriod. Both witnesses swore that
thoy had not been promised im::unity
from Indictment on condition they
made thes, affidavits, and that tney
had been offered no inducements of
any other character to give the testi-
mony that they offered then.

V.nereabouts of Negroes.

It ¥7ae not broughs, out at the hear-
ing yesierday what becam: of Tom
Splghts and George tilhson wfter they
were beaten In the store, tho supposi-
tion belng that thny wore left there
while the members of the party pur-
suod (reen Gibson and the other two
negroes who had advanced upon them
with shot guns while they wero in
the house admin!stering the whippings
to the two negroes. George <libson
and Tom Spights. 't was not brought
ouf what became of the two negroes
who were with Green Gibscn wlien he
advanced upon the party of wiite men
at Knox's Bridge.

The testimony only chowed that
Green Gibson fled back 1o the South
Caroling side after the exchange of
shoto at the bridge and that he was
engiged by members of ‘the white
men's party several miles back on the
South Carol'na sfde and killed ip a
duel with several mesmbers of tho
party, two of whoin took hfs ghot guns

away from him, after he had fallon,

and broke them aver his head.
. Uther Witnesses,

Other witnesses put up by the sros-
ccution, and in the order In which
they were called, were Carris Spights,
wife of Tom Spights; Maris Spights,
stepdsughter of Tom Spights; Andy
Bowers. S. B. Wilburn, John Hwing-
er, Anna Swingar, Aloanzo Andersan,
Mayor J. H. Godfrey, of Anderson;
Edgar White, Prof. Harry Sheldon,
;::?h.m SBwinger and W. 3. Unmp-

Fe Other Testimony, b
The testimony offored by Alonzo
Anderson and Hdgar White Bummed
up practieally all that was produced
by the State on the first day of the
trial. Other testimony was given by
other witnesses, but it was not otiun
m=
portant to' the case, Ong of the wit-
nessey téstified tha: when the party
of whits men met George Gibson in
the road they searched him and Yaund
a pistol in his pocket. Thercupon,
they took him on to Georgia, with

Tom 8pights, and beat him: , = - |
sday’s Preecdure, - -
e Just at this juncluro
lo predict just when the case will Le
brought to a close. It s ‘probable,
howsyer, that all of the testimony ‘will
b:‘::: b?r’ll.'ho bﬁjpnn‘:mapt- of eourt to-
n « A8 belong the case, the ‘argu-
menty dnd the charg, shonld be made
somectime Thursday, illowing the mat-

| ter to go to the jury laie thav alter-
+| nopa. - ] ‘t :

Crowded Courtcoom, -~
The trial of the uiz residests of
the Fair Play section g atiracting
considarable  atisntion  tiroughout
and Anderson counties. The
courtroom was packed ull day with
spectalors, & number of *hem having
come from Anderson. s
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., Heed This Advice.

. Kidney trotble

Don't W‘
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duty but two madi
statensent that they’ wonld not convict
2. white man of [y
They were pi

the court. In anothef instance or two

ed that they would :
man of lynching a wegro, but as to'

not known. At any rate. they a
ed three or more/furors who
that they would convict a white man
testimony showed ther
 olbie doubt g8 to'hils” S
;The talismen ’summoned’ for . ser-|

fenke.
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I8 dangerous and|

WITH TRUAL OF
OF THE 1SS0S

PANEL SELECTED WITHIN AN
HOUR ALTHOUGH VE-
NIRE WAS EXHAUSTED

ASKED VIEWS ON

LYNCH QUESTION

Jurors Swom on Their Voir Dire.

Those Who Would Not Con-
vict for Lynching Were
Stood Aside

000 D OODODO0ODOO OO VDO 0O

THE JURY.
J. A. Zimmerman,
merchant,
J. C. Seaborn, machinist.
J. P. Walters, merchant.
W. T. Burton, farmer,
T. C. Burns, farmer.
. M. Brown, machinist.
L. Barker, farmer.
lias Woodall, farmer.
. Carroll Lee, farmer.
E. Finley. farmer.
. B. Satterfield, farmer.
. B. Stevens, farmer.

foreman,

oQ0coouoocoOoOCOCEOOCRTOER
shghmpb
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One of the most intercvsting incl-
dents of the forenoon session of urt
was the drawing of the jury to sit in
Judgment upon the six men who are
on irial. Contrary to gencral expec-
tations, little time' was required to
select the 12 men who are to decide
the fate of the deféndants. The pro-
cess of empanelling the jury requir-
ed but an hour's time, but it took the
thirty-sixth man of the venire to com-
plete the panel. i

At the request of the solicitor, the
lurors were sworn upon their volr
dire. Of the 36 names drawn out of
the box, 13 were objected to as jurors
by the defense and five by the State,
while six were stood aside by the
court for cause. An intercsting phase
of the examination of the jurors war
theé question pro ded in' several
instauces by the soffoftor as to wheth-
¢r the juror would convict a white
man of Iynching ‘a’ negro, If in his
fudgment - the testimony showed that
there was no reasonable doubt as to
the guilt of the uctiised. 3 .

The défense objeéted to' this  ques-
tlon, being put to the jurors because

of the form of. the’inte fon, as-
serting that no gac qn:f:‘:-‘: “lynch-
d'in_the statutes,

Ing" was to be

and that the ants were not pn
trial for . ommitYf#“any such offense
as that. The rruled the ob-

r
Jection, giving as his grounds for so
dolng that If a juror answered that

hé would not. convict a white man of

Iynching a negro, n6 niatter how con-

vincing the evidence. it showed that

the juror was not without bias in jue
case ugon which heo' ¥onld be palicg
upon to try. e SEieE OhN ;
Of the 36 tallsmé&y drawn for jury
“the unqualified

whing & negro.
1y stbod aside by

the 1alismen were not very emphatic
in their opinlon én this point, and
were excused by the State. The de-
fense rejected several Jurors who stat-

not-conviet a white

whether the objections to urors
were made solely on. this :.Pl.iut'!“lt is

ated
of lynching a . proviided the

vice on this Jury ‘and ‘the dispokition
fol- land

made of each one, drewn sre as

1. C. Seaborn, pccepted. - . ¢

W. R, Hutchinson,

auestion by solle hd
to his ¥iews on lynthing that he would [Ing’
etnviot & white mﬂlnahlhq .\.I -

negro, provided hé thought the whi
man gullty. Refoctsd by ‘Qafense; o
. C. E. DuBose, asked same )

as to views on lynching b ave

coefsoO00OCCoCOCOCED SO

.t-.

t6d In” roply. 10| wa'
2. in reply. to| v

L

[wn\rlct for lynching. Rejected by de-
fense. i
W. A. Granl, was not deflinite in his
ideas on lynch gquestion, excused by
State,
J. Carroll Lee, replied that he would
convict for lynching. Accepted.
F. W. Harbot, rcjected by defense.
B. W. Mattheson, rejected by State.
F. A. Carroll, stood aside.-by court
as he was opposed to capital punish-
ment.
R. E. Finley, replied that he would
convict for lynching; accepted.
C. C. Kelley, rejected by defense.
. A, Zimmerman, accopted.
W. F. Harbin, stated that he would
convict for lynching; rejected by de-
fease. ;

J. B. Batterficld, accepted.

W__B. Stevens, rJited ne would con-
vict for lynching; accepted.

INTERESTING NEWS
FROM WALHALLA |
Death of Major Leonard Rogers.

| Special to The Intelligeneer.

WALHALLA, March 1.—The Oconee
County, - Interdenominational Sunday
church oa Baturday mornfhig and was
in session two dgys, Mr. J.-H, Bar-|
nett vice president, presided on Sat-
urday in the absence of the president.
Charles F. Hetrick. of Walhalla was
elected president for this year. Dr.
Carmen was unable to be present on
account of serlous illness,

Professors Fa'thful and Willlams of
Anderson, M s, Burts and Misy Hal.
land of Spartanburg were present and
discucsed warious. lrwlﬁ-: to large
audlences. Mrs. W. P, Reld of Seneca |-
and Mrs, J, W. Shelor of Walhalla, |,
superintendents of the cradle roll and
primary departments delighted the|
convention with a real message on the |.
importance of their departments.|
Numerous other workers of the coun-
ty took part in the discussion on va-
rious subjects. Twenty-four Sunday

erally conceded that this whs the best
convention ever held in Oconee Coun-
ty. ‘A large delegation will go to
Newberry to the State convention,

e Y
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TODAY’S PROGRAM - [
SOUTHERN BLOSSOMS CO.

“THEBE‘[H Gl QRS”' .
- A rip roaring farce eomedy - i

See this show, and if you don't say that the
- black -fnced -comedian ‘lsn’t the best in

your money back if you want it.

* Alse see Baby Al G. Willlams, the five year
stage.  He certainly has made a b

i _wonder of the
Blt Bores

OVIES FOR TODAY
“SHORTY'S ADVENTURES.IN, THE C1TY? -
. Broneho “.'. l'.’_';;--:;"‘:"‘ . _' e s e

.. “AT THE 0TTOM O¥ THING

s

Bchonl--coi}rgl.‘lloi} met in the Baptist | [

schools were represenled. It is gen- | :




