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American Comment
Read With lnlferest

(By Associated Press,)

LONDON, Jan. 11.—American com-
ment on the British preliminary reply
to President Wilson’s protest sgainst
the detention of American shipping
by British warships was read with
great pleasure at the repeated evi-
dences of the friendly spirlt with
which the negotiations are proceeding.

The British foreign office, it was
pointed out- by wfficials there, never
maintained that the partial statistics
concerning American trade with En-
ropean neutrals were conclusive, but,
on the other hand, that they were
merely suggostive. .
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CONVICTS ESCAP
VIRGINIA PRISON

GUARD AND WATCHMAN
OVERPOWERED AND TIED
HAND AND FOOT

SLIDE DOWN ROPE
FROM 4TH STORY

Four Long-Termed Prisoners, Up
for Forgery, Murder and Rob-
bery, Bieak For Liberty.

(By Associated Press,)

RICHMOND, Va., Jan. 11 —After
overpgwerlpg and tying hand and foot,
succeasively an armed guard, and arm-
ed nightwe.chmen and a shop fore-
man, four long-term convicts, serving
terms for forgery, murder and rob-
bery, slld down on & rope from a
fourth story window of the State pen-
itentiary here tonight and after scal-
ing a 30-foot wall, made a clean break
for liberty.

The men were H. L. Hamilton, sent
up for forgery, who had about seven
Years yol to serve; Siler Atkine, for
second degree murder, with 10 years
yet to serve; Al Burton, second degree
murder, whose term would have ex-
pired in 1932, and E. D. Hanley, rob-
bery, who had five years yet to serve.

The escape was sensational and
evidences point to a carefully laid plan.
The men left behind them a signed
note, attesting a mutual agrement to
make a break for liberty as the only
recourse left to them to obtain jus-
tice. The men possessed. good voices
and sang regulerly as ithe quartette in
the penitentiary choir. They were all
skiled workmen employed as cutters
in the shirt and overall shops, which
is located on the fourth floor of the
penitentiary building.

At a late hour tonight the men were
still at large

The men were at work in the ghop
with one guard over them. One step-
ped behind the guard astemsibly to
get a bolt of cloth and the others ap-
proached as if to assist In carrying it.
In a moment the men-seized the goard,
disarmed him, tied him securely with
1opes taken from bales of cloth and
gagged him to prevent outcry. In a few
moments the night watchman en his
round of the building was confronted
by the pistol taken from the
aimed point blank at his heart, in the
hands of one of the convicte. He, foo,
was bound and gagged and his fevol-
ver taken away, The mcit then await-
ed the return of the foreman, who
had left the shop for a /ew minutes.

When he arrived 'he was confronted
with two revolvers, tae artillery filch-
ed from the men or. the floor. He was
unarmed. The birding and gagging of
the foreman tock only a bare two or
three minutes and has was Iaid to rest
with his two companions,

From tleir positions on the floor the
hound men watched the convicts work
at the preparation for escape with
helsless interssi. The men patched to-
Fether a long rope from the binding
of the b2lss o overnii and 8hiri mater-
ial’ and tied one end of it to a metal
support in the shop. Then one after
the other, they swung cut of the win-

dow and; made their way, hand under

haad, to the ground 6§ feet below. ,
Before leaving the bullding they dis-
bed,

selves In the shirts and overalls
which were scattered about in pro-

fusion in the shop, - .

The escape was discovered through
William Bailey . trusty, whose duty
required him to be at work in
yard of the overall fatcory. He be-
came uneasy wher thn night watch-
man failed %2 nut In appearance ot the
regular time. . When more than half

8n hour had passed and the wetchmun | Ye&rs

had not appenred, Balley stonek out
on.a tour of investigatioh, In the cut-
ting room, of the. gverall depavtment
on the foyrth floor he discoviered the
watchman and his two ‘cotupanions.
He Tost no time In cutting fhe bonds
which held them s
gags from their mouths.

|- Leaving the men to regain the wuse
Ladid | of thelr cramped ‘Mmbs, Balley ‘rush-
-ed down to the rd to T

iley ‘rush-

;

guard, |of

ro leaving their spriped  outer,
srmanu behind them, They dressed

the |

them and removing  the | o

" MLDERMAN TONIGHT
T’ENTATM BILL *I.I..L BE
DISCUSSED AND SENT TO
LEGISLATURE
OTHER MATTERS
Of WTM In-
terest Are Coming Up for
Discussion.

———

monthly meeting ' of
city council this evening. at 7:30
o'clock will be an Interesting one, as
several matters of unusual {mpor-
tance will cors up for consideration.
The bill outlining the street paving
will be presented for discussion and
will be adopted and gent to the Een-
eral assembly for action.

The abattoir committee {8 to report
ob the matter of erecting a munci-
pally ‘owned abattoir. Other mattera
to be considered, will be that of re-
moving the .city barns; the ranitary
dues, the report of the police com.
inittee on the matter of - proposed
changes in the guard house and the

The regular

nccepting deeds to streets in the An=
derson Mill village.

The tentative bill with reference to
the street paving, which is drawn to
include the town of Honea Path, reads
s followa: : . -

Be it enacted by the general gssem-
bly of the State of South Carolina:

Seetion 1. That the city of Ander-
son and the town of Honea Path
are awtharized g5 empowered to
provide by ordinance for the payment
of the cost of the permanent improve-
ment of their streets and sidewalks, ]
by laying upon the owners of sprop. |’
erty immediately abutting on the
streets and sldewalks or parts of-
either so improved, af asséssment
in proportion to the frontage only of
such property on such streets - side-
walks or parts of either so improv-
od, of not exceeding In the aggregate
one-half of the cost of such improve-
ments: Provided, That no  nassess-
ment shall be =so lald upon the abut-
ting property own until such fm-
provements hhﬁawz;en ordered pur-
suant to such ordinrance upon  the
written consent, signed and filed
with the clark of said city or town,

not legs then a majority in .num-
ber of the owners of the property
abutting upon the street sidewalk
or part of either proposed.tp be im-
proved, and provision made for the
gammt by the corporate authorities

T said city or fowns of not less than
one-half of the co§ts of sueh Im
provements. Times and terms of pay-
ment and rates of Interest on defer-
réd paymonts of .assessments by
such property owners shall be such
a8 may be prescribed by ordinance.

Section 2. That the amountz o
money rafsed by such e,
together with the amounts
therato by the city’ or town
ties from the eity or town
Bhall nansliaiz —=2 5o wapr=as
separate fund to be used on
the purpose for which it was}
and appropriated. % :

Scetion . 3. * That ' the ~ asses@ine

upon the properityso assessel
payment, thereof may be enford 58
the payment of city or town i

are enforced.  Provided, sucll s
sessments be entered in a booll kep
by the city or town elerk, tol} -

ontitled “Assecament ¥

times of payment; - pra
further, That such lien shall
tinue from the date of eniry onlis:
book until the expiration of §

PG LIN DEORE_

purchase of a patrol wagon, that of |

said assessmcut or
right to have such assessrment
vided iInto five equal payments; the

+

o

sald city and town for thelr appro-
val.

Matters pertaining to the assessing
abutting property proposition not
provided for in the above bill are to
be. provided for by ordinance of the

city. City Attorney Sullivan has

suggested the following matter to

be- regulated by city ordinances:
When gaid assessment roll has

been ratified in the manner above
préscribed, each owner of property
80 assessed may, within thirty days

after such ratification, pay into the

of
the
di-

city treasury the full amount
shall have

first installment thereof shall be

due thirty days after the date of the
ratification of the pssessment
by the i
ing installments shall be
equal amounts, due respectively
one, two, three and four years from
the date of the first installments, with:
Interest on such inetallments at the
rate of six per cent pey annum, pay-
able annually frnn_1 dats, wuntil puic

roll
council, and the remain.
due, :n
n
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McCLURE, KAY AND CAMP-
BELL BEING GIVEN HEAR.
ING AT WALHALLA
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T. Frank Watiins and A. H. Dag-
ants—Hearing ‘on Today.
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