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ANDERSON, B, (. gencer, in repiy to the last communi-
cation of Cily Attorney Sulllvan. In
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of the statements made by Mr., Sulli-
van in his communication published
in The Intelligencer of last Suanday,
Naovember 22, Capt, Watkins Is a logi-
cal writer, and makes some very plain
statements as to the propriely of the
city attorney’s accepting the commis-
sion to investigate the legality of the
franchise. He also takes him to task
for the allusion to the fact that Capt.
Watkins Is no longer a resldent of the
city, but has removed to the suburbs.
The principal Issue beltween these
gentiemen eeems to be the preparua-
tion of the "White Way' contract, and
thelr disagreement as to the few de-
talls in this transaction. Dismissing
these details as of little Importance
in the main, Capt. Walking makes
this statement: “Whatever may have
been the facts of the preparation of
the contract, I was ealled upon to ap-
prove it, and did approve it, and hav-
Ing done so 1 would not suffe: mysell
to be employed as un attorney Lo de-
ny or contest its validity even though
I d4l no! In expreéss Lerms, as 1 am
informed he did, assure my client
that it was a valld confract.”
" Capt., -‘Watkhis ‘exprefises the opin-
fon that seems to be prevalent over
te city, nnd accepted as. correct by
many of those who have discussed
the matter, that-even if “the city could
avoid its agreement, I would hang
my head in shiamé”before even sug-
gesting that 'My Town' I8 ready to

L reppdiate its coptract. It would shame

me to think that lany citizen would
do o after he had sat quietly and al-
lowed the company to spend fmmense
sums of money on the faith of the con-
tract, and knowing that these expen-
ditures had been accepted by the clty,
snd had added greaily to its uphuild-
Ing and convenience."

Capt. Watkins reverses tho posi-
tions of the city and the company for
the sake of argument, and makes n
telling comparison. He argues that
it s a moral queation as well as one
of law, and that the cily should siand
on as high ground as' the ‘company
does. He concludes .his article with a

giand  for repudiation of their- con-
tmak. muvein Aty s

e 3nselligaricer belleves: that ithe
peiople ¥eally wish' to 'know what'ia

‘“ity vually Nis a #hod tranchise. With

‘way,’ en® for the'longér terin. We
trust that thé people will rénd tligse

larticles and decide Yor themselves

whether or not the eity. has been

{4dcped” and made a bad bargain.

Meanwhile the columns of thia paper
are open for a discugsion of the mat-
ter from any standpoint, and we shall

| be pleased to give space to rational

articles on any side of it. Let the
peopie think of it and discuss il

CONVICTS TURNED OUT.

" Governor Blease has again made a
wholesale liberation of convicts. To-
day is thanksgiving day, and he has
turned | out. over. one  hundred
of the “éitizens In ““stripes.” This
will* make more than fourteen hun-

dred hp has extended clemency to
fince b : ernor, ‘afd al-
ﬁ}i\t in :m 'thp‘:‘»‘i::u'ot
the State penintetiary. Of course
there are those in every penal insti-
sutioh wie Bhould fiot ‘o theve, and
when s ound, it 18 prop-
er to eﬁéﬂfﬁnﬁg“ But it is
hardly concelvable! that there are so
many unjustly convicted in South
Carolina, as that the Governor should
interfore in =0 many cases. “Justice
tempered with- mercy"” is what we
need, and what should be the policy
of the State's ehle! executive, !

‘statement of his bellef in the integ- |,
Fity and honesty of the people of |,
Arderson, and that’ they would not:

right (n this matter, afd turther i thef: - -~
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Captain Watkins Replies to.
Cily Attorney ‘Sullivan I

1 know that the people of :M;dﬂ!ruon
and the rg.of your pager dre not
mne‘:?'nl;“damﬁ'tm“ trovesles bf a per--
They are entitled, how-
ever, to a knowledge of the personal

nduct and m of men who deal

oith pum'fi"‘m::’}'i_ m.n;‘ln“'do‘ S as
g . A

ese be'“i'he eu;m?cf,
tives of paid offieiald of the public or
of private persons and corporations,
having dealing -with the pablie.

ve for.some time thought that much
of .the prejudice that nf times pre-
vhils. agaipat corporations 1s. due "to
the fact that the people .are not in-
formed of the corporate side of the
question, The hatural aiid proper re-
luctance of business men to discuss
their affairs in the public press is re-
sponalble frequentiiy for
seaining in ignoraince of ioniters up-
on which they should be Informed.

sonal pature,

these Interes

TO THE EDITOF; OF THE INTELLI-: the Southern Public Uilllllm Com-

pany, will not feelythat 1 deserve to

have my views disconn‘ed by calling
attenticn to the fact that-1 am no
longer & tesident of the city.. 1t is
true that for some #ar, for Feisons
that I think wonld belapproved by the
-eity attorney, I'have lived in' thé sub-
urbs of the oity lif A"modest home
which has not the advantage of water
‘works and hag to'BeMighted with ker-
osene lnmps, but' Aabt'has not do.
prived me of tnn'mw of gontrib-
uting as my meand"have’ pefiniited to
the public ‘¢ntérpy s !
‘am certainly glad
attornéy mor ‘nny
line of expatriation
me this privilege.
that the city atto.

humble non-resi £ ‘the privilega
more than once of exXpressing symp .-
thy for his efforts i behalf of good
BuveTament withoUt any  suggestion
that my admirati

to know

.the negotiations relative to the fran-

,same spirit that characterizes the city
jof The Intelligencer, there may be
'fuulul thereln some justification f the
impatient spirit with which Mr. Tay-
lor is so grieviously charged. i
Now @as to the preparation of the
wllue way contract, I stated that 1
did not change a word of it #o far as
I remembered., I.gtill do not remem-
ber making or suggesting any change,
Mr. Sulllyen states thal ¥ 'dia and if
hig recallection ia positive in the mat-
ter; I am willing to accepi his state-
mest as coirocl, mud cieerigliy apor
ogite for any injustice .which L may
!

have dope bim through lack.of men
ory or, otheYwise, . I hope he wi
be equally fravk in. saylng :
preparatien of the 'contract was first
confided to him alone and not to ns ir
conjunction with each other; that the

i has given this’| representatives of the council’ and

Mr. Orr went to his office and gave
bim all the data for drawing the con-
tract, and that hs ook Azen ik

Among other things, we are
thankful for a ‘‘store with a
conscience.” A store where
the confidence of the public
has been rherited and re-
tained; a store where there
is a feeling of co-operation
between buyer and seller;
where there is more to busi-
ness than the idea of barter

Iwas treated by the city attorney in
{chise, but if he was met with  the

attorney’s discussion with the editor

; : Foldets ol
w | Sonthern Publie® Utilitles
) ”:”n % and

and trade.

* We are thankful for your ap-
preciation of our spirit of
of service.

(Closed today-Open Friday.
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sife my client that it was a valid
contract, fa SR -

I have not bean:called upon to ex-
press. any legal oplnlon mpon the va-
lidity -of the framchisé -graited the
eity, and T did not mean tg.do so in
my article. + I will say, howeyer, that
even {f I believed' that by reason of
-legal technicalities. unknawn: to eith-
er party and unsuggested by even the
ible’ legal representative ol the city,
at the time of the adoption of the
franchise, the city could avoid its
agreement, 1 would hide my head in
shame before even gsuggesting that
"My Town" {8 ready to repudlate its
contract. It would shame me to
think that any citizen would do so
after he had sat quiet and allowed the
company to spend immense sums of
money on the faith of the contract,
and knowing that these expenditures
had been accepted by the city and had
added greatly to its upbuilding and
convenience. I am informed that the
city nttorney spent much timhe in the
study of the franchise question before

|ita_adoption. Indeed, I am told that
| g0 midch time "W ¢orisumed "that the

clty -eorhell, voted in addition to his

- . |regular salary an_ extra fee of $500
+| for ‘serviecs Fendered’iIn’ connéetion

with the franchise matter and other
interests of the city. If this he true

il coupcil-which"pyldthe Teey
t e UtiHties Conphny Avhosé

mue ,

butdd=fhereto,;
the right to expect that the city at-
torney would both know and advise of

a0l know swhether extra compensation
has been provided or #ill be provided
for' the 'weeks ‘of Tabod’ which the' city
‘httorney  hes spentin' arriving at his
present oplnjon, but it. would seem

jthat if he is now giving a  correct

obinion he should certainly receive as
large extra compensation as he re-
ceived for supervising a wark which
ha now deéclares to be illegal. !
Atother matter, and I will close
thig already long article. In the final
paragraph ‘of his communication he
launches against Mr. Tayler and my-
aslf this charge: *“I prsanme that
ihese gentlemen do not mean to per-
mit the people of Anderson to decide
this matter by vote at an election, b
Intend to keep them.from voting on
it if in their power . to- prevent.”
Really, T had supposed that the ques-
tion of subimitting iscmes to a' vote
of thé people was the perogaiir of
their representatives o:ht._ha elty coun-
e Vit oo, i
: a enjoy the digtinction of “tax-
etion | ‘withouf representdtion,”  'The
suggestion I more adroit than ' well
founded; it is Interddéd” to suggest to

the! pevile that flor ‘and T dre
denying them a substahtial riglit. No
oo 'ehotid e imislew by such Brgu.
meat. "It {s py a8 if ohe ghould

buggest to fhu’]

At the cify couneil of Ande
llrﬁntmr:ar Mﬁm‘"!ﬂmtn‘ 1sibie  for
‘their not 'we son  thé 'questica.
‘What is the difference? Mz Sullfvan
knows that it was Mr. Taylor's duty
and that of his attorney to see to it
that he had authority to sign: these

any. illogality in_ their.actign, . I do.

contracts on behalf of his company,
and that it was equeclly the duty 'of
the city and its atlorney to, see to this
on its behalf. If Mr. Taylor. had act-
ed in good faith, sipposing he had
such authority, ‘but, as. al matter of
fact, did not have it, antl his attorney
acted in ke good faith, it trhuld seem
to_be theie duty now to. do. aii in
thelr power to induce the company's
stockholders to stand by this agree-
ment. Will the city and fis .attorney
permit themselves to stand opn less
high ground? And if Mr. Taylor's
stackholders had stoed by and allow-
[ed him to sign contracts with the city
on ‘their behalf, and in carrylng out
this agreement the city had incurred
great expense in consequence thereof,
could these stockholders now, with
proper self respect, repudiate the con-
tract? Suppose the position as to the
white way had been reversed; sup-
pose the city had spent ten thrus:
dollarg in erecting it under & contract
with the Utilities Company to furnish
ibe . electrical current for its illumina-
tlon; and -gupposé there wére no oth-
er source from- which this- current
could be obtajned, and that the in-
vestment were ‘made worthless by'a
failure of the compuny to furnish the
light;—What would be thought of 1:!:1'.
Taylor or his attorney or any of lis
ml'itl;:qlm wléo.,hqlngawnited un-
1 . 3 expended, should
,gaél,x.‘t& tm‘: r Pfllaw the ccn-
tract on the ground that the offi« -
acting for the company had excesd-
ed the q_ulthm"_lutfv conferred by their
by-laws? The Utillties Company has
not only spent the money for . the
white way, but it has nf{ approxi-
mately ﬂﬂ.ﬁmj-mime idg ils water
mains and ‘Elving bétfer fre protec-
tion; it has made reductions in rates
that its written contract did not re-
fiire sand’ thig m-laone Iwithout: a
thought or. suggestion that Mr, Tav-
lor’s verbal promise to do so was in-
valld because not in writing. Would
it not be unjust to the repuiation of
our city to suggest that we would fix
for ourselves a less ecxalted standard
than that demanded of this company?
It may be that our pecple are in favor
of repudiation, but I do not believe
it and no one can make me believe
it of “My Town” until it has been
proved. I do not believe that upon
mature conslderation the city coun-
cil would insist upon their recent res-
Glution because I do not belleve that
ft would take such action on the city’s
contract after it had conkidered both
sldes of the question. T do not believe
that' our pedple,’ who 1ovs the city,
Who have gloried in fts'phst! ang w

lock forward with copd

#ts. PdtdRe; Will perails i S tata
that Aadergon stands fof Fépudiation.
i veileve that (he peobld” wish the
nxed.qﬁagtﬁnn ald '313 , ahid wish
to be permitted oot hinds in the

y |Work of future progress. And I will

not believe otherwise of

whom I have kfmwn. and ti?:; p.eo‘l;::;
trusted, and worked with for g’e last
quarter of a century, until they speak
for thums‘elve_s and say I am mist ‘te=,

. H.A W ¥
November 25, 1914. -'Aw

dmiration was tho less ac-|ent or without any suggestion that T |-
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: 3 ok ; 3 : of the people upon all matters about | €ity.  These éxpregalpns were in line | the business of preparing the con-
onily source of war news on this helf " _."';;" of the Char-|¥hich they have full knowledge. Thiy | Wikh the friendship and admiration { tract, and: not I;pthlt,he‘ made the|
- of the sphere; e Tuesday tion has been ‘forcibly illustrated in the [Which I have alwags had, and -itill, complete draft of his proposal of the|
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e settled and thus dried up our

- .+ |hope. you wil! publish this document |@¥ed, though the vargiandesirable ton- | the contraét. or any at “on myl
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oUy's revennes over. since 1 hats i he ity e prosecitor had
: ¥ = |'saved the clty the diggrace snd o
. ,|®hich ran riot so/36ng? ‘An’
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