ABBEVILLE, S. C. TUESDAY,

SUPPLYING THE WORD.

FAMILIES WITHOUT THE BIBLE
ARE GIVEN THE WORD OF GOD.

The Sixly-Third Annnal Session of the
Abbeyille Bible Nociety--Good Ser-
mon, Fine Address and Interesting
Memorial Exercises.

Minutes of the Abbeville Distriet Bible
Nociety.

The sixty-third annunal meeting of the
Abbeville Distriet Bible Society con-
voned in the Methodist chureh at Ah-
beville C. H. at 11 o’clock n. m., on the
28th of July, 1836, DPresident W, M.
Grier D.D. in the chair.

Opened with prayer by Rev. 8. AL
Weber, of the M. L. Church South, T'he
roll of the membership for the Iast three
years was called. the majority of whom
failed t)» answer.

T'he minutes of last meeting were read
and approved. ‘The Rev. W. (. Neville
af the Presbyterian ehureh principal and
Rev. W. D. Kirkland of the Methodist
church alternate, preachers, having re-
moved beyond the limits of the county
declined to fill the appointment of an-
nual preacher, and Rev. 8. A. Weher
corsented to deliver the sermon, bat
subsequently he asked the Directors to
allow him to give way to the Rev. C. H,
Wiley D.D., the Superintendent of the
Bible Cause for North and South Caro-
lina, who was with us for the first time
since his appointment.

Dr. Wiley’s sermon was baged on the
80th verseof the 18th Psalm, *I'he Word
ol the Lord is tried ;7 and immediately
afterwards he gave to the Society an ex-
ceedingly interesting account of the op-
erations of the Darenlt Society,—the
American Bible Socicty in the United
States.

A hat collectibn was taken up imme-
diately after the! sermon, amounting to
$11.10.

J. C. Klugh, Esq. delivered the an-
nual address. upon the work and bene-
fits of the American Bibie Society.

Upon the call for renewnl of member-
ship forty-three paid their dues of §1
each. A large number of the old mem-
bLers have not yet paid.  One new mem-
ber was curolled,

T'he following branch socicties report-
ed:

Long Cane and Cedar Springs. Dele-
gate :—J. L. Pressly, J. B, Muse, 1. W,
Jay, John Lyon, and LeRoy DPurdy,
Contributions, $6.80.

Troy. Delegates :—J. D. Neel, .J. .
Wideman, W. 1. Bradley. Contribu-
tion, $11

Greenville  Church.  Delegates :—

Andrew Stevenson, W. 1. Cowun and
J. [.. McCord., Contribution, $5

Lebanon Church. Delegates :(— A, J.
Woodhurst and Sam’l Ilvans, Contri-
bution, 4,

Due West. Delegates :—Rev. W, L.
Tressly D.D,, J. L. Miller. Win. Hood,
1i. 8. Galloway, J. P. Kennedy and H.
1. Bonnwr. Contribution, $49.65.

The following branch socicties made
no report, Lowndesville, Ninety-Six,
Greenwood and Cokesbury,

The following contributions were re-
ceived through Dr. J. O. Lindsay, Mt
Carmel Presbyterian Church $1; Wil-
lington Church $2; llopewell Chureh
$1.10 -

Judge J. £, Cothran, chairman of the
committee appointed to prepare and re-
port a suitable minute to the memory
of the Hon. Armistead Burt, made hls
report which is herceto appended. Capt.
J. 1" Parks, ehairman of the committee
appointed to prepare and reporf a suita-
ble minute to the memory o Capt. W.
7. McGee, made his report, hereto ap-
pended,

It was resolved that the reports of the
said committees be adopted, and thata
page in our minute book be inscribed to
the memory of each of the subjects of
the said reports.

Further resolved, that the newspapers
be requested to publish the reports.

The Corresponding Secretary made
the following report : That in obedience
2o the resolutions of the Society at its
last anmual meecting he had invited the
Superintendent of the American Bible
Bociety to atiend this annual meeting of
the Society. that he had responded fa-
vorably and he is now presentin person.
That he had written to the Parent Soci-
ety in regard to the life membership of
Dr. H. 1. Sloan, and had received the
following letter in reply :

New Youx, Juiy G, 1886,

Mpr. L. W. White, Cor. Sec'y,

Dean S :

Your favor of the 1st. was received
this morning. [ find that the Rev. H I,
Sloan, D.D. is recorded here, on our
boolks as a life member of this Society.
As such, he is entitled to the B. 8. Ilee-
ord and ona dollars worth of Bibles an-
nually, (to be druwn within exch year)
each upon application. We have over
40,000 life members scattered all over
the United Stutes, a large mujority of
whom do not care to apply for annual
dues, and unless they do so, you sce
how impracticable it would be for us to
find them and address them. Therefore,
a atanding notice has been published for
many years requesting members desir-
ing the Record, etc., to give in their ad-
drass annually,” T'hey have only to drop
us a postal, stating that they desire the

“Record™ and dues in "bouks,” either ur;them,

both, when they are sure of a response,
nnd we shall be glad so to respond to
Dr. Sloan on receipt of his address.
Yours Tuuly,
C. T. Rowe,

A letter from Dr. Jas. Boyce was read
expressing regrets on account of hisin-
ability to attend the meeting of the
Society. Dr. Boyce's excuse was sus-|
tained,

The Treasurer and Librarian made
the following report which was referred
to an anditing committee consisting of
J. F. Lyon and J. D. Neel :

To cash balance on hund July 1885, % 45 58

L from hat collection. 14 00
L “  Sgcielies and churches 45 on
£ “  Little Mountain through
Rev. I, C. Fennel .. e, N 240
To cash from sale of books. ... ... .. 19 20
$203 68
By cash sent American Bible
Society and expenses ... $120 36
By cash paid freight on books 5 16
3] seut American Bible
Society and expenses.. ... 7640  §202 36
3 32
Balanee eredit in New York ....... . % 6148
To Books oo hand July 29, 185G, § 56 07
To bill of books Oct, 1885 | L 93 97
$150 04
By books donated and sold. . § 76 34
By books on hand July 28,
YA o e o T 7370 $150 04

Judge McGowan offered a resolution
of thanks to Dr. C. H. Wiley [for his
able and instructive sermon.  And to J.
C. Klugh, Esq,, for his entertaining ad-
dress, Adonted.

The Auditing Committee reported the
report of the Treasurer and Librarian

correet and properly vouched.  Adopt-
ed.
Itev. 8. A. Weber was eleeted the

principal preacher for meceting in 1887
with J. L. Wilson, D.D.. his alternate,

Prof. George C. Hodges was elected
the principal, with Prot. J. 1L, Miller,
Iis wlternate, to deliver the annual ad-
dress,

It was resolved that this Socicety re-
wit to the Parent Society sixiy dellars
to purchase two lile memberships. And
that we now procced to elect the mem-
bers to receive them,

Under this resolution Judge Samuel
McGowan and Prof. J.®. Kennedy, were
designated. Upon motion of Prof. Hoo
it wux directd that the letter from the
General Agent of the Parent Socicty re-
garding life members be published.

On motion of Dr. Sloan it was resolv-
ed that this Society is greatly gratified
in having the Superintendent of the
Parent Society, Dr. C. 11. Wiley with us,
and that we request his attendance with
us at our future meetings.

On motion of Proi. Hood it was 1e-
solved that the surplus funds on hand
be ¢ xpended in the purchase ¢f buoks
by the Librarian and {reasurer, with
the advice of the corresponding and
recording Seeretary.

The following oflicers
for the ensuing year :

Rev. AV, M. Grier, D.D., President.

. H. Wardlaw, J. 8. Cothiran, S, Me-
Gowan, Rev. H. T. Sloan, D.D. and
Rev.J. O. Lindsay, D.D., Vice-I'resi-
dents,

Directors—Gen. I, 1I. Brandiey, Rev.
V. I'. Pearson, James Boyee, DD, T.

were clected

T, Cunninghun, Jos. L. Pressley, G.
MeD. Miller, Johin I Parks. W. K.

Blake, J. P. Kennedy, J. D. Neel, Rev.
W. H. Hanckel, Rev. R. F. Bradley,
Rev. W. I Matthews, 1. C. Lipscomb,
and Charles Evans, vice W, G. Neville
removed out ol this County.

T'he mecting was adjourned by prayer
by Rev. C. . Wiley, D.D.

W. M. GRIER,

L. W. Pennix, President.
tecording Seeretary.

The Sermon,

Dr. Wiley’s sermon was upon the text
taken trom Psalm 18:30 : “The Word of
the Lord is tried.”

He said that there were three great
and distinet periods which he would
mention, in which the Blble had been
tried,

Ist. In its incipiency. when resting, to
all human appearances, on the efforts of
a few poor, unedueated and unrenowned
adherents, it went forth to battle with
the combined hostile forzes of Philoso-
phy, religion and sociology—and passed
through strengthened.

2nd. When Luther emerged from his
cloister with his Bible in his hand and
again defied the religious and pagan
world successfully.

3rd. What is known as the pamphlet-
ing nnd newspaper period. A hundrod
years ago it was prophesied by these
profane writers that it would not be long
before the Bible would he a very rare
book, to be found only in large libraries
and collections of curious books. Upon
the contrary, the effusions of such wri-
ters which-were in numbers sufficient
to fll the churen bailding, are searcely
ever seen and are only known by their
titles, and there are now 10,000 times ns
many Bibles in circulation us there were
then.

The Bible emerges from every con-
fiict and trial with enlarged power and|
influence., ¢

[t demands a triul from every one. It
courts mmvestigation and even imposes
terrible pains and penalties on those
who refuse or neglect to gtndy nnd try
its sacred prayer.

He was not here to defend the Bible.
[t was able to take care of itself, but to
assist in putting it into the hands of
avery anc to be searched und tried by

Address by J. C. Elugh, Esq.

The American Bible Society kas been
at its work for seventy years. ‘I'he idea
of circulsing the Holy Seriptures was
not a new one in 1816 ; it is as old as the
history of the church. 'The spreau of
christinnily has in all ages carried with
it the recorded Word, and the seasons of
greatest growth of the church have ever
been marked as periods when wider
dissemination and closer study have
been bestowed upon God's word. In-
deed the history of christianity and of
the Jewish faith before christianity had
had a beginning, proves that the reading
and study of the Bible itself is essential
to the maintennuce of purity in the wor-
ship of God. Humanity cannot hope
to preserve its religion incorrupt and at
the same time forget or ignore the
sources from which it derives the tenets
of its faith. T'he best systems of reli-
gion that have prevaled in the heathen
world—and of some thew, in heir pur-
ity, are beadcful and simple nnd grand
enough to suggest the idea of divine ori-
gin—have degenerated into the lowest
forms of paganism when their adherents
have counsented to take their doctrines
at second-hand. A live christianity de-
mands u lively knowladge ol the foun-
dations on which its faith is built.  And
s0 we see with what eagerness in  the
earlier days of the church the written
account ol the Lord’s sojourn and teach-
ing among men together with the letters
of advice and warning written by His
apostles were read and circulated. In
those days of ‘*uncial” characters
laboriously serawled on parchment, it
was ol course impossible to place a copy
of the Bible in every man’s hand, and
yet the needs of the masses for its
teachings was felt, and to bring it in the
reach of all, to learn its precepts and
blessed tenets was a labor of love which
carly found its way even in the imperial
henrts of Rome. {\’u are told that the
Emperor Constantine ordered at one
time an edition of fifty copies to be pre.
pared at his own expense for use in the
churches of his eapitol.

It would be instructive to follow the
history of the Kngish Bible for a thous-
and vears fromn Alfred the Great, through
the centuries when Wyckliffe and Tyn-
dols and Conerdale and the Genevan
Exiles eaused the light to shine in dark
places, and in giving the Bible to the
mass of lnglish people gave to English
literature itseil a beginning. It was req
served for the eighteenth century, how-
ever, to witness the inauguration of a
movement so beneticentin its charaeter,
50 far reaching in its aims, so heneticent
in its resnlts, a8 o stamp the era in
which it exists with the name of evan-
gelical.  We live in the midst of that
era.  ‘T'hat movement in its progress in-
spired the design in English and Ameri-
can hearts to 2xtend the circulation of
the Holy Bible, and thus was origina-
ted the work which throngh its two
chief agencies, the British and Foreign
and the American Bible Societies, with
their enlarged plan of putting the Bible
into the hand of every man in his own
langnage, has become one of the mar-
vels of our time. .

With the opening year of the nine-
teenth century there appeared in Lon-
don a Welsh minister who eame to so-
licit aid in obtaining a supply of Bibles
for his own countrymen. He turned
naturally to the benevolent organiza-
tions of the of the metropolis, and soon
found the executive committee of the
religious tract rociety. In response to
his appeal came the reply, “If for Wales
why not for the world 77 It was a live
thought, a great thought. In its devol-
opernent came the organization in 1804 of
the British and FPoreign Bible Society.
The leaven worked and soon found its
way across the ocean to the great English
speaking empire, then fairly equipped for
its place in the march of modern civili-
zation. In 1808, in Philadelphia, was
organized the first Bible Society on
American soil.  Others followed in
quick succession throughout the United
States. Out of the union of thesc local
urganizations came the American Bible
Society. The sole object of its institution
was to encourage a wider circulation of
the Holy Scriptures without note or
comment. This object has been pursued
with a singleness of aim that amounts
to principle. Rigidly unsectarian, the
Society invites and receives the earnest
support of nearly every protestant de-
nomination. ‘I'he record of jts life
thr yugh seventy vears is one of contin-
tinnous growth and glorious achieve-
ment. In that time it has published 47,~
000.000 volumes of the Holy Scriptures.
I'hose have been distributed in every
quarter of the globe. [t has issued the
Bible whole or in part in more than
cighty languages. For the past thirty
years its expenditures have averagoed
over $500,000 yearly, and since its foun-
dation it has expended $23,000,000 in its
work of publishing and ecirculating the
Scriptures. lts publications are sold at
the mere cost of production, and are so
cheap that every person may own n
copy of the Bible. Designed in ita con-
ception for circulating the Scriptures
throughout the United States and thewr
tenitories, this Society proclaimed in its
organic law the intention to extend its
influence to other countries whether
Christian, Mohammedan or Pagau. Iun
carrying out these principles it has
brought out through auxiliary associa-
tions of our land and endeavors to
leave no family or individual withont

freest access to the fountain  of
God's truth. The homes of the poor
and tl e.lonely aro the objeots of its

special attention. . Into the (ustnesses

.

of the mountains, throogh the swamps
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and sickly regions of the Southwest,
amongst the wilds of the Western bor-
der, into the heart of the Afriean, to
the *Heathen Chinee” of the DPacific
Slope, amongst the fierce and warlike
tribes of mnative Indians, again and again
the Society has sent in its colportenrs
marching  forward in hundreds, ever
bearing the precious Word of Gad and its
gospel of peace to bless with its sweot
influences all the homes and Familios of
our land. In the past four years it has
visited four million homes of thiscauntry
and has carried the Bible to over half a
willion families and individuals who
had it not before. And this great work
shall go forward under its anspices, with
the hqlp ot good wen and women every-
wherq till no person willing to receive
and khow the truth shall be found with-
out it.]

In foreign fields, whether Christian,
Mobhatmmedan  or Pagan, the Sosiety
profesgses to be “Simply a sower of seed.
It baptizes no converts, it builds no
churches, it fonnds no schools, it teach-
es i industrial arts, it maintaing no
hospitals, it publishes no comments and
treafises, it edits no newspapers.”  Its
work, is preparatory for all these. It has
estublished and  maintains ngents  for
zengral superintendence in Mexico, Cu-
ba, Brazil, Lal’lata. in the Levant, De-
ru, ‘China, and Japan. In the past
yearit has cmployed nearly four hun-
dred pensons in the work of distribut-
ing the Scriptures in foreign lands. It
gives the aid of its money and its Bibles
to missionary organizations in many
fields. By these and other agencies it
is now aiding in circulating the
Holy Bible in France, Spain, Ger-
many, Austria, Italy, Norwuy,
Sweden, Russia, Siberia, and the Awoor.
Grecee, Turkey, Syria, Russia, India,
Siam, China, Japan, Mexico, and Cen-
tral America, Brazil, Uruguay, the
Argentine Republie, Chili. Bolivia, Peru,
Afriea, the West [ndies and the Islands of
the Northwestern DPacitiec. "These all
receive. the Word at the Society's
hands in their several tongues and dia-
leets, without note or comment. In the
prosccution of its work the Awmeri-
can Bible Society knows no rivalry but
with the apostles of error. It gladly re-
ceives aid from every helpful source and
as willingly lends its co-operation to
similiar organizations. Itis a labor of
love which it is engaged in and it hails
wigh joy the success of other Bi-

"ble “Societies, whether in its chosen

ficlds or in those to which it is unable
us yet Lo extend its labors. Thus it
joms hands with its great congenor the
the British and Foreign Bible Society,
and these two lend willing hands to help
along nearly a hundred others of later
or less vigorous growth. The result of
the combined effurts of these Socicties
since the year 1804 amount to 200,000,000
volumes of the Seriptures which
lave been carried to over BuO,000,000
people, more than half the entire popu-
lativn  of the globe. And yet this
statement, stupendous though the fig-
ures be, conveys the faintest idea of the
suggestions ol the actual work done. It
spesks but little of the labor and perils
which have be:n met by the faithful
and zealous colportenrsund missionaries
working this way through all lands,
through every form ol ignorance and
prejudice and bigotry. It accounts in
ample manner for the millions of money
which have been contributed to the
cause. But what can figures tell of the
years of patient study, and the devo-
tion of the profoundest learning to the
task of translating the Word of God in-
to the native language of all these peo-
ple? What of the diplomacy with
Mohammedan and Pagnn and even so-
called Christian governments, to seours:
for the Bible BSocieties the poor:privi-
lege of of offering to their nations, this
Word “without note or comment 7’
What of the inflnences that have thus
wrought upon the minds and hearts and
lives and churacter of all these individ-
uals and fumilies and nations ?

But is it a great work that has beeu
accomplished by those Societies which
have been thrusting themselves upon
the world’s notice for three quarters of
a century 7 See. Before their kegin-
ning eighteen hundred years of christiany
had given to the world scarcely more
than four million Bibles. Before the war
of the Revolation no copy of the Kng-
lish Bible had ever been printed in
America, aud so late as 1861 “the cheap-
est Bible in this country cost about two
dollars in even the poorest type and
binding. Now it is the cheapest book in
the world.” "Then it was a thing un-
heard of to give away copies of the
Bible generally. Now the Book is car-
ried by the hundred thousands to the
very doors of the poor in many lands
and given away without mmoney and with
out price, During tha Civil War, the
American Bible Society redoubled its
afforts, bestowing the benefit of its labors
with equal zeal upon either side in that
conflict. At least 3,000,000 volumes
were given to soldiers during this
period, and it is said that at one titne an
average of nine testaments per minute
for every liour of daily working time
were produced in the Bible house. In
other conflicts of arms before and since,
its object of circulating the Bible has
been consistently and zealously pur-
sued. In 1804 the Bible existed in
some. languages, ancient and modern.
Bince that time nearly three hundred
vorsions have been made, for which cred-
it is largely due to Bible Societies.

It is scareely possible to speak of this
work without associating it with the
missionary cause. The two go hand in
hand and are-mutually dépendent upon

cach other. Without the Bible the cause
ol missions couldd not exist, while the
Bible Socieities would find their prog-
ress exceedingly slow even at home, but
especially o inZforeign lands without
the missionaries.  T'he Bible cause is
essentially a missionary cause, and the
Bible itself a missionary. There are nu-
merous iustances recorded where this
silent teacher has found its way unher-
alded into pugan communitics and with
none to voice the gospel it reveals nor
press its claims to recognition as the
Word of the living God, bus sent jte
simple truths straight to the heart of
the lamest secker after truth and  led to

the worship of God and to the christian
religion.

Of our English Bible, one has said,
"Lt lives on the ear like music that can
never be forgotten. Ity [lelicities often
seem to be almost things rather than
words.  Itis part of the national mind,
and the author of national seriousness.
The memory of the dend passes into jt.
The power of all the griefs and trials of
A man are laid beneath its words,  Itis
the representative of his best woments.
and all that there has been about hin of
soft and gentle and pure and penitent
and good, speaks to him forever out of
his I'rotestant Bible.” Itis the wmirror
of our human nature in which we may
behold the heart of man swayed and
torn by the evil passions that are ours
by inheritance, throbbing with the im-
pulses and aspirations and lonzings of
the soul that fain would stand ever pure
before the eyes of its Maker,—the  bat-
tle ground ol guod and evil through alj
the ages. ‘I'he truths of that Book have
power to make the heart quake with tear
or ache with keen remorse or melr with
the tenderness of ehristian charity,  All
that is good in our nature may be called
furth to aetive life by a single line from
its pages. Some years ago three small
children, aged respectively ten, seven
and four, were compelled to go from
Eastern Prussia to the United States to
rejoin their parents who had found a
home in the new world by the banks of
the Missouri. I'iere was no older per-
son to accompany thewm, and they must
therefore make the journey alone. A
female relative in Berlin gave to each of
them a small volume in which she wrote
on the first page the name, age, birth-
place and destination of the bearer, and
below in German and French and Eng-
lish she wrote a single sentence, taken
from that Bouk. She told the children
if at apy time they were in need of as-
sistance just to stand still and open
their littla Books and hold them up be-
fore them. The young travelers started
from their German.heme, reached the
seaport, embarked on board the steamer,
crossed the great Atlantic, landed in
America, truveled by rail over a thou-
sand miles westward into the hoeart of
Missouri and safely reached their home
in that far oftf land. Whenever needfnl
they showed their little passports to all
with whom they came in contact, and
every where they received every kind-
ness and protection and tenderest care.
All hearts warmed with love and every
hand stretched forth to help the little
ones thud cast upon the kindness ol
passing 2 $trangers.  That book was a
copy of the New Testament, that line
which proved for them the open pass-
port to the haman breast was the saying
of our Saviour, “Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these, ye
have done 1t unto me."”

For the heathen nind enslaved in
darkness, environed by a wall of ignor-
ance, lost in the labyrinth of supersti-
tioi and error which the evil one knows
so well how to weave out of the way-
wardness and fears and depravity of the
heary of man, the Bible is a great light
and a guide to free him from his thral-
dom and bring him to a knowledge of
the Way. the Truth and the Life. For
civilized society it is a treasure house
where may be drawn object lessons in
all the yirtues that make up the Christ-
ian life, and warnings and terrible ex-
amples of all the vices that draw in their
train the decay of civilization, the sever-
ance of the social tie, the destruction of
the family, the death of patriotism, the
overthrow of government and the night
of human despair. Given a civilizatio,

built upon the principles inculeated by
a geperal and constant reading and study
of God's Word,—a civilization who=e
germ is in the bosom of thd family ;
whose bulwark is the purity of the
home; whose ethics is the observance
of the Sabbath, the sacredness and bind-
ing power of the marriage tie, and free-
dom and temperance and fair dealing
and adherence to that rule of right con-
duct which the whole world has named
The Golden ; a civilization whose tema
ples are reared by laymen ordained of
God to a life of virtue and purity and
tender, watchful and compassionate re-
gard for the well-being of all their fel-
low men, whose sacrifices are a meek
and quiet spirit and an open confession
of that Saviour whose life thrills through
the heart of the centuries like the divine
strains of heavenly musie ; 4 civilization
whose polity recognizes the universal
brotherhood of man and contains the
hospitable cntertainment of strangers ;
whose politics ia submission to the es-
tablished authority and loyalty to the
government that gecures to us our life
and liberty and all the sweet enjoyments
of individual rights, whose economy is
public and lpr'wate enterprise and the
promotion of industry and frugality ; a
civilization which recognizes in liberal
oducation, in refinement of manners and
the gracefulness uf art, ina broad and

the conversion of hundreds of souls to !

deen'culture, iu the richness and growth .
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of literature and the meditations of deep
philosophy, agents and influences for
good to the spirit of man that shall build
up the soul and bring it nearer to the
zodlike state ; a civilization which lays
broad and leep its foundations in do-
mestie virtue and gives the place of
honor to parents, filial and social obli-
gations ; whose religion is the worship
of that all powerful, all wise, ever pres-
ent, supremely just and good and loving
Being whom alone the intelligent mind
of man is willing to call God : given
such a civilization, and we have that
state in which man can best realize the
jend of his creation, a state of society
rever pure and enduring perpetually to
the coming of that Kingdom and  that
Day to which the good in all ages look
forward with anticipations of holy joy.
Do we need to give reasons and argu-
ments, Mr. President, to persuade men
to lend their aid and their sympathy to
the cause of propagating that Bible on
whose precepts such a civilization is
builded ? The best and greatest minds
of our country and of christendom have
esteemed it not the less a duty, indeed,
but one of the highest privileges vouch-
safed to man to be permitted to engage
in this work so free from every suspi-
cion of selfishness or hope of material.
gain. T'o the American citizen who loves
his country and desires to sce our insti-
tutions perpetnated. and the blessings
of a free, enlightened, God-fearing civi-
ilization sceured to generations yet uu-
{born, a study of late developments in
j our history dors indeed sugrest peculiar
jinducements to redoubled efforts in
{ spreading forward this cause. It isa
{ fuct that compels serious thought, that
in the past thirty years ten milions of
foreigners hiave sought homes in the
United States ; add-to these their imme-
diate ofi-spring, numbering not less than
live milions more.  Pifteen “millions of
people, foreign in character, ideas and
sympathies thus incorporated into our
national life.” Add to these the six or
seven milions of negroes who have in
the same period been received as factors
in the political life of our country. Over
one third of the entire population of our
country at the present time to be assim-
ilated in one generation and ade like
unto ourselves in opinion, in character,
in sympathies of government, of society.
of morals, of religion, of luw, of God.
In this field the work of the American
Bible Society has been a boon to our
country. Hundreds of thousands of Bibles
have been furnished by it to these newly
arrived imigrants, and the Book has gone
with them to their western homes and
Lecome the chart and guide of their new
life in their newly lound homes. What
wonder that lllinois law, as recently
proclaimed from the Bench of that State
is strong enough to deal with the anni-
hilist outbreakers ! What wonder that
the new formed society of the Western
States can stand the shock of social up-
heavals! 'The'r institutions are strong
and vigorous and clastic with the all-
persuasive, litv-giving principles of the
Bible. Dreswers in politics and rocial-
ogy in forueasting the future of our
country are accustomed to say that the
genius of our people will save us from
political and social yuin, It may be and
probahbly is true, but that that genius is
a live, pulitical, evangelical christiunity,
and the Bible is her chiet handmaid,
Mr. President, travelers among the
Alps tell us in glowing language of the
magnilicence of the dawn and sunrize ns
viewed from those towering, snow-cov-
ered summits.  Su we -day stand here
at the apex as it were of our nineteenth
century civili:a ion and view the shad-
ows of spiritual darkness steal away
adown the hillsides and into the valleys
of thix fair carth soon to disappear be-
fore the advancing sun of righteoushess,
and 1z we look forward to the coming
brizhtness of that perfect day we, in
unison with all the workers in this great
Bible cause, breathe with renewed hope
and a deeper, more solemn meaning Lhat
prayer which in all ages has gone up as
the soul’s highest aspiration from anx-
ious, waiting hearts, and shall ascend
with increcasing frequency and fervor
from the ever increasing millions of
hearts that throb with christian love tilk
a inighty, joyous shout of triumph and
roalization shall resound throughout
wie world ¢
Thy Kingdom come !

In Memoriam.

It was not my privilege to attend the
Inst meeting of the Abbeville District
Bible Society, being engaged at that
time in holding a term: of Court in an-
other part of the State, hence the delay
in presenting this tribute to the memory
of the late Armistead Burt. R .

Mr. Burt, whose presence with us

was born in Kdgefield District on the
16th day of November 1802, and depart-

1883. 'This is not the (ime, nor the oe-

By reason of habits of temperance:
smmounting almost to abstemiousness.’
preserving a strong physical constitu-

than half a score of yeara the alloted

snid of this eX¢ess of years, yet is the

strength labor and sorrow. :
It was surely a spectacle worthy of

our highest admiration to see him “ir

shall trefuble and the strong men shal

bow themaalves,” _ﬁnhtinﬁ ‘with heroic
courage the battles of life,” Reduced:
((ontinued on last page) '

s

on these occasions was seldom wanting.

ed this life on the 30th day of October, .

casien for an extended sketch of his'
long and eventful life. : Lol

tion, he was spared to attain by more" |

period of map's existence on the earth, '
and even in his ¢ssv way it be nulé-'

the days when the reapers of the houmse |

-
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