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TEACHERS' EXAMINATIONS AND
THEIR SALARIKS,

We are aware that it is much ensior
to tear down than to build—easier to
find fault than to rectify. We are also
aware that there are certain subjects
upon which the press of the State are
cver ready to pounce. and write volumi-
nous articles, which in their last
analyses, mean thyt the authors of them
have run out of everything elsz to
write about. Knowing these facts, and
also that the ublic School system, and
'I'rial Justices, are chiof among the
subjects referred to, we dare venture a
few observations on the present man-
agement of our public schools.

Our first objection is to the present
plan of examining teachers to ascertain
their grade.

We submit in the first place, that it
is nota fuir test of the capacity of a
teacher. With the exception of some
al the principles of grammar and arith-
metic, the other questions are merely
those of memory, which are as likely to
escape the minds of the most cqmpe-
tent teachers, as of those not so well
capacitated to fill the high aud honor-
able calling of the teacher. A number
of the questions, too, are eatch-ques-
tions, and no one will surely contend
that they afford a just means of testing
the capacity of a teacher. We unhesi-

tatingly admit, that ander the existing.
_ et

8 7 some examination is an
absolute necessity, but we contend also
that the systemn of examination as it
now is, tends to do away with the very
object it nims at, viz.: competency in
those who are to teach our rising gen-
erations. How do we substantiate this
bold assertion? The only requirement
for the obtaining a first grade certificate
1s a sufflcient knowledge of the follow-
ing branches, viz.: Geography, Arith-
metic, Grammar and History, leaving
out of consideration the moral charac-
ter of the teacher, which is presumed.
The sixteen year old school boy. then,
with knowledge on no other subjects,
ranks with the ripest scholar and the
highest graduate of our bestcolleges, so
far as the Public School is concerned.
Where then is the incentive for one who
expects to devote his life to the Public
Schools, to attain more than a knowl-
edge of the branches required? The
diplomas of the colleges, chartered by
the State, are not recognized. and out-
side of personal ambition, there is noth-
ing to induce our teachers to attend
these colleges, inasmuch as they know,
with liftle or no expense to themselves,
they can become sufficiently well ac-
quainted with the studics required by
law, to pass the required examination,
without incurring the inconvenience
of attending college. If proficiency or
scholarly attainment then, is what the
examination aims al, does it not in it-
sclf do away with its very object. ?

THE RAIL ROAD SITUATION.

Abbeville has never been more thor-
oughly interested in the question of
rail ronds than now. Last week this in-
terest rose to fever heat—everybody
talked rail road, and the views were
many and divergent,  The report of the
delegates to Charleston had heen made
publie, through the papers, and 8 meet-
ing had been ealled for Friday night to
hear their formal report. The question
of voting the bLonds for $25,000 to the
Cumberlud Gap Road, as it is called
for brevity, was being generally dis-
cussed. And the friends of that Road
argued strenuously in favor of immedi-
ate action by the town. In the mean
time those who preferred the road to
Verdery argued no less zealously in that
Lehalf,  Unfortunately  some
grew out of all this discussion.
men took sides from wmotives of policy
and politics, others pevhaps [rom selfish
motives of interest, and many hon-
estly and frankly diftered in their views
of what was best,  So there was threat-
ened a serious division of public senti-
ment upon a question the only hope of
whose suceessful  achievement lies in
the united action of the whole
nity.

On Thursdany afternoon an informal

feeling
Some

commu-

The discussion
wholly informal, and nearly all
present expressed  their views.

ing our differences,

was

seemed 1o L ipcFonse
ngitation and inteneify the bitterness,
So that mang

mecting

vent to the meeting on
expeeting a scene of erim-

Ty nig
were disapipointed.  The temper of the
discussion was most excellent, and the
getion of the mecting most conservative

and wise.

cious to have adopted any cast iron res-

prises proposed.

what assurances have we

essetial to its completion ?

run therond if we graded it.

er of them. We must wa't,
a slow policy, but itis safe nnd prudent

line of railway, that will unite

on the other with the West., Maorecover

If the diplomas :

and

a8 teachers, hy increasing their ability.s
Are not the Presidents and faculties
of Gar colleges to be trnsted 2 Would

of them ? Such objections we are sure
no one will dare raise who has any
knowledge whatever of the character
of the men who fill these positions.

'That the salaries also, of our teachers
are too small, we are firmly convinced.
When we remember that even in this
day of free education. that collegiate in-
Struction, such as every one should have
who intends to make teaching his pro-
fession, costs both time and money, can
we wonder that we have so fow tench-
ers in our Public Schuols distinguished
for their professionnl ability ? It is a
matter of dollars and cents with them,
and they naturally seck other spheres
where their merit is more appreciated
finanaially, if not more needed. A DoOIY
incompetent teacher is dear at any price,
and economy in this direction is gener-
ally fatal, being absolutely injurions to
pupils; and positively sinful in those re-
sponsible for it. “Poor pay, poor
preach” has grown into an axiom, and if
we offer ‘'our best teachers no more per
month, than can be made by & common
day laborer who has served no appren-
ticeship, and undergone no training,
have wa the right to look for any better
results from our public schools ?

We do not mean to criticise specially
any action of our present School Com-
missioner and his Board of Examiners,
for as Mr. Hodges states in a enrd found
elsewherein the Mressexarn, they found
the’present practices and grade of gnla-
ries in vogue when thoy came into office,
and owing to the fact thatover one-third
of the present school year had passed,
they thought it impracticable to change
the preseny systom for this scholastic
yoar. 'We hope howaver, for the anke
of the children of our day, that they
may find it consistent with their views,
not only to raise the salaries of our teach-
ers, but to call the attention of the prop-
erauthorities to the matter of thoir exam-

fnation,

We are convincad .l.l;gs'a are two cry-
ing ovila, and when removed, believe
that the day is not far distant when our
Public Bchools will become what they

pught to be, our pride and our boast,

(s

no charter

Wild Tot now prococd {pework il we
: aAd on Tthiat- route. Moreover,

iohn upon the proposition we
have submitted to her. We sent dele-
gates to them—we cannot repudiate our
action. Nevertheless, we cannot afford
to say point blank that we will not con-
gider the Verdery voute, for it may be
that we shall find it to our interest to
adort it, and that means may be found
through its  medium  of  obtaining
promptly that relief we so mueh need,
he fear has been expressed that
Chareston may prefer a conneetion with
the Savannah Valley Railraad and may
give Abbeville the go-by. We are of
opinion that this fear is groundless.
Doubtles a junction with that Rond is
desirable and may be aflected : but the
present Directors will never consent
that this shall be done at the expense of
Abbeville and Due West and the other
towns an the upper end of the line, In
additivn to this, the charter, we are in-
formed stipulates that the Road shall
run by the plac:s named therein,
Meantime doun’t Jet there be engender-
ed any bad feeling in our midsr.  We
have seen in  the last week ex-
hibitions of  feelings and motives
on both sides of this question that
are not to the credit of those who
entertain them, nor calenlated to ad-
vance the interests they advocate; let
us discuss these things dispassionately,
and decide them upon business princi-
ples with an eye single to the good of the
whole community ; meantime, then, out

of all this agitation will grow an enthu-
siasm and spirit that will, before another

twelve months have gone by, give to
Abbeville the rail road facilitics so in-

dispensible to her continned prosperity

and advancement.

“KILN DRIED DEACONS."

We had intended in our issue of last

mecting of some of the cilizens was
called in Mr. BeneUs office, with a view
to discussing the situation and reconeil-

I‘.ul},ﬂi'

far from effecting its purpose ¢ the
the

ination and reerimination, but happily

It were eminently unwise and injudi-

olutions that bound. us hand and foot
to either, or indeed both, of the enter-
Suppose the meeting
had declared in favor of the Cumber-
land Gap line and discarded the other,
that Charles-
ton will succeed in raising the $500,000
On the oth-
er hand if it had deelared for the Ver-
dery route there is no wore assurance
that the Georgin Central would equip and
Ho it was
clearly the part of wisdom to hold aloof
from the adoption of reselutions that
would commit us beyond reeall to eith-
It may be

We have wmade aproposition to Charles-
ton and she is endeavoring to meet it If

sition and possibly lose our last chance
of securing a place on a grand trunk
us on
the one hand with the Deep Water, and

we lose nothing by waiting to learn the e
result of Charlestows efforts.  We have | have on.on-outside; i Bary interesting

for_the Vordery “Road, and

il "réi’;uires 18 to await- Ohartds™

week to refer to the remarkable editori-
al contmined in the Press and Banner
of the previous week, in reference to
the fitness of pious men, or *kiln dried
Deacons,”to be Judges. We did not
earry out our intention beeanse we were
suddenly called off before our editorial
labors were done, and because, too, of
the unusual pressure on our columns by
the report of the rail road meeting in
Charleston. And we do so now only
becanse we do not desire that the pub-
lic should reccive the impression that
{the moat cccentric and unusual views
contained in that article, are entertained
by thig people or indeed by anybody here
anve the editor of the Press and Ban-

ner, so far as we can lenin.

The gist of his argument is that very
religious men, nre apt to be too severe
on the poor sinners who cdme before
them for punishment, and hence are not
impartial Judges. We do not know that
the occupants of the Judicial Beneh in
South Carolina are more or less relig-
ious than the smme number of men en-
wazed in any other walk of life.  The
possession of religion has not bheen the
sine qua non of any man’s clevation to
the Judiciary.  Nordo we know that
the ek of it has operated azainst such
elevation,
that its possession aperate
against the judicial advancement of its
possexsor,  The cceentrici aetion
ol one or two men on the Benceh, are not
suflicient basis for an attack on the effeet
and inflnence of veligion, amd we enter
our protest azainst sneh
trines,

Butit is surcly a queer iden
should

s of

hieretical  doce-

BEXTRIOIDINARY,

This extraordinary passage occurs in
aletter of the Abbeville correspondent
of the Columbia flegister, in rvemrd to
the rail round of last I'riday
night : “There was a strong  disposition
“in the meeting to cas the matter aside,
“and go to work on some  enterprise of
“our own,  Buttime for Charleston to
“report wagsked and grnsied, and his
“wis all that wasdone.””  ‘T'he matter to
be east aside was the Caroling, Cumber-
beifand Gap and Chicago Railroad. Now
if any person will tuke the accounts of
the remarks of the different gentlemen
in the meeting, and say that they indien-
ted “astrong disposition in the moecting

meeting

to east the matter aside,” then that per-
idea  of strensth of
We would like to hear an
impartial analys=is of the specehes made
in the meeting by a disinterested  per-
son, and

son has a curions
sentimoent,

hear his decision. Beyond
doubit there isa strong anel respeetable
Bt the
action of the mecting of  Fruday night
not in that

there was any such powerful disposition

advoecacy of the Verdery romd,

tloes onr opinion, =how
in the meeting to “east uside’ the Cuam-
berland Gap Road, Nor that time to
hear from Charleston was “yranfed” as
a special favor by those desiving to enst
it axidde.  Onm the contrary, it scems  to
us this conservstive and  senzible policy
was the practically

ment of the meeting.

unanimous  senti-

Posryasten Rooxe, of Newherry has
tendered to Prosident Cleveland the yves-
ignation of his office.  We suppose he
eannot couscientionsly hold eflice under
a Demoeratie administration, having  for
- [long atime afliliated with the
eans.

Republi-

will know in a few weeks it is said. - 5 e _
she does the Roud will be built. We Tue "“l'-’_“.‘-!ﬂ""*l J. T, _-\_131 |3_1-: o f
Wly then recede from our own propo- | the Ureenville bar, requiriig him to

show canse wiy he should not be dis-
barved for unpyolessional  conduct has
Leen dismissed by his Honor, Judge
Aldrich.

Y ESTEADAY Was St Patrick's day. We

Rail Road Meeting.

LARGE

CROWD—-FULL DISOUS-
SION.

Report of Delegates—Festinas Lente
the Policy—No Precipitation—Wait.

For several days last week public sen-
timent ran highon the rail rond ques-
tion. The delegates sent by the meet-
ingol the 3lst January to Charleston
had returned and the papers had made
known the result of their efforts in be-
half or the Carolina, Cumberland Gap
and Chicago Railroad. In the meantime
the advoeates of the branch road to Ver-
Jery were industriously arguing the ben-
cefits and advantages of their route, and
much feeling was evinced on both sides.
The meeting of the 31st of January ad-
journed subject to the eall of its chair-
man,

Last week the chairman. through the
town papers, ealled a meeting of the
citizens Tor Friday night, in  the
House, to hear the report of  the dele-
sates to the meeting in Charleston, At
the hourof meeting the hall was filled
with interested citizens.,

At Socloek Mr. 'wrker ealled the
mueeting to vrder, and proceeded to state
its objeet.  Hesaid :

I, a5 chairman of the committee ap-
pointed by the previous mecting, o at-
tend the meeting to be eallod in Charloes-
ton. went to Charleston on Mondayin ad-
vaunee of the mecting. at the request  of
Gievernor Hagood.,  And on Tuesiday at-
tended ameeting of the o amittee ap-
pointed by the Chambor of Commerce,
at which were present Messres, Brawley,
Willimns, Magrath, DeSaussure and oth-
ers. We had a fuil and free discussion.
And I wmay say right here, that the idea
citertained by some  that Charleston
wouhl regard this whole thing as a frol-
ic, and an oceasion for banguets and ex-
cursions around the larbor, was not trae,
The committee appointed 1o meet us ro-
sarded it as a business transaction anid
met us in that spitit.  Governor Hagood
and the Divectors had a free conference
with the committee of the Chamber of
Commeree amd informed that committoe
of the acdon ol the municipahitios alone
the line fromPickons w Aiken. The
commitlee said they  were prepared o
mive carclul consideration ta the plan
proposed. We informed  them of  the
plan of the dificrent towns on the line in
the np country to raise 5 per cont. of the
value of the taxable property of  the
several  muanieipalities, iU Charleston
would cover the amonnt by an equal
sunt,  They savd that beeanse ol the et
that Charleston was iboring now minler
adebt ol FHLO0000 Tacuried by saly-
seriptions to railroadsin e past, and
because the law probibited (e city in
its corporate capuceity from increasing its
debty ey could not aperate on that line
but would make us another proposition.
It we conld secure itas a bonded aebt
on the road, they thought they coulid
raise FHAO000 to build the road,  The
buard of Diregtors and My, Schofield,
the financial agent of the company, re-
garding this in the line of  what they
hwlintended and what  they  had Leen
endeavoring to'ilo in the past, thouzht
the propodition a good one, aud  betren
than the one w2 had proposed, and that
it ought to be agreed npon. Theamount

Court

Railrond Company with tho view of sceuring
a junction of’ said railrond with the Carolina,
Cumberland  Gap and Chicago Railroad at
such point on the Augusta and Knoxville
Railroad as may be most convenient.

And at the mecting of the Chamber
of Commerce, it which were membe s
of the Stoek Exchange, of the Groeer's
Exchange, and the Board of I'rade, and
and of the principal firms and houses,
the followins resolutions were  adopted,
When we consider that for four years
we liave tried to obtain the recognition
of the South Caroling Sailroad and fail-
o, it secms to me these resolutivns are
very enconraging, and did indicate anin-
tevestin the rond, They had made ar-
ringements vith Governor Hagood to lay
all matevials down upon liberal terms.
I do notknow what they were, but they
were very liheral,

This resolution provides for o subse-
quest mecting in Charleston to he ealled
by the chairman,  Have seen no eall for
the mecting, T do think from the  spirit
of these meetings  the delegates el
Charleston with feelings o encourage-
ment.

At a subsequent meceting  at which
some ol th bank presidents attended, |
wis not present, From what  Governor
Hagood told me it appears that there
was still more interest shown and  that
assurances were given that the asoant
agrecd upon conld be yaised npon prop-
UTr security,

[ wonld healad to heay Seomany mem-
hors of the s belesation who may desire to
add anytivine to what [ have said

Me 0T Calllioun wmoved that the re-
port he veceived as information. There
heing no objection, it was so ordeped,

dindize Cothran, being ealled for said :
[ have listened with mueh interest to
the veport of the delegates o Charles-
tonSinee I =aw vou last 1 have sl no
knowledge of whipt was zoiryr on in the
railroad world, | am sorey to hear that
sinee the meeting of the S1st of January
there has arizen some dissension
-\'l”l.

Ao
Waoeare sueh o small community
atnd we are all o poor that withont nuit-
e netion we ean ;\l‘i'ill]l:l”.-‘il II-“'!:izl_':.
I onderstand there i< a0 strongx feeling
Tor the connection witho whal i known
as the Centeal Svetem, aad an abandon-
ment o the Camberland CGan, 1 odontt
think there isany zronnd for disseasion,
These schemes are not incmspatibileo, 1
for one, wonld tahe hoth, | an not in
business here, My salary doss not de-
pend on the prosperity of Ahbeville, but
Iam willine for my property to be tax—
ed andd o into any scheme that will give
us relie 0 for 385,000 we canwit jm-
meddiate relict by the rond 1o \.l'l"ll."l'_\'\
aed =61 contzibate to the bhailline of
the great tronk line, the 1

Gap, it may be well to adopt both plans.
Bot I hews ta say now o word that may he
profitable, Conse Don't

dissension,

condemn the Camberland Gap road,  for
there is room for both., I am sorey to
see those so zealous [or lllu roule to

Verdery hiostile to the Carolina, Unm-
bhevland Gap and Chieago.  The hest
course for hoth i< to have no hostility,
Do all you ean . the] Caroling, Cumber-
land Gapand Chieazo and make terms
with the other. See if they will iron,
equip and ran i, if we will weale it |
tell you again, il the opposition takes
form snd it goes out to the werld, Ahbhe-
ville, which originated the scheme of the
i per ceni. subseription, will be put in
the attitude of havinz repudiated it
There is strong fear lest Chasrleston de-
tetmine to unite with the Savannah Val-
ley Raitroad.  But I have no such foar.
Governor Hagood, who is as trae o man
as ever lived, willlusé every endeavor to

raised to be gecured by fiyst mortgage
; s

gation from Abbeville, Lo consult with the an-

thorities of the Georgia Central System, and

to report the result at a meeting to be hereaf-

ter called.

Col, 0. Calhoun said :

1 have always been in favor of the

Cumberland  Gap Road through the

mountaing, but i this matter we ought

to go slow ; don'tletus leap in the darvk :
these resolutions say o abead and tax

the town 5 per cent. for the U, L G, &

C. Road, and raise an mwount sulliciem

to grade the the other rvoute ; there i
no law yet chartering the other roud ;5 |
think I understamd the reason of this
antagonism between the fMends of the
two rowds; the people think if we tax
OUrse-ves $25.000 to haild the CamnDber-
L Giap, we will not then tax ourselves
FLLOOO Tor the Verdery Road : they
don’'t belicve, i we go ahewd with  the
former even it Charleston obtained  her
FAGO000 that we would tax onrselves
tor the other youte, | diflor with M.
Benetas to the advantiere o Charles-
ton's oflvr. 11 Charleston had met om
proposition we would have wone to the
mountains 3 she doesn’t propose to sub-
seribe o cent : but simply to take our
bonds for which we tax ourselves ; she
suys we will raise 5000000 to take up
your bonds,  How would the road to
Aiken benefit Abbeville?  What is the
S5 GO Boable to do 2 AlL she promi-
ses is o haul the material to bhoilil the
Rowd, at reduced vates: this was not
our desive ¢ this was not mecting our
proposition ¢ we shouldn't (ool nway
our time while Charleston dilly dallies;
we want presentrelier; [tis ohjeeted to
the Verdery route that we have nothing
definite from the Georeia Centeal Road
as to what it will doif we grade the
Road : what more de-finite have we from
Charleston 2 It is propossd to appoint
a committes tor wait upon Ranl; let one
also be appomted to wait npon Charles-
ton  and  ascertnin her intentions; il
Raonl is to b pinned down, let Charles-
ton also be pinted down.

Colonel J. T, Robertson said :

I am of opinion that there is not so
much  of dissention snl bad fecling
among us, as some woubl make helieve -
[ man satisficd that weare all sepeed that
we need a rail road o the only thine for
us to determine i< which s most advan-
tageous to the town ;[ thouzht this
weeting was cawibod, in the interest of the
Cumberbind Gap Boad s it was ealled
by Chairman o thee seijononed vooceting,
to reeeive the vepeat of the
Charleston, it sovis to e that s ail wae
should dde; 26 is best For us to bt -
wlone, not to azitate this line o that
everything is prosvessing very a1 Lot
us wint and see i Charleston will raise
FAOOK0 5 et us stand *hy  the resolu-
tions ol H31st -I:lll'll.'ll'_\'.. il Cha leston
fails T o therelfore oppesed (o the
resolutions 1 I have always heen a Ver-
dery man, Tam a Camberland Gap man:
let us earry out our proposition in good
fith amd not treat with any other road
till we see what Charleston does : ¢n the
other hand if we vole $25000 to the
otherroad, why, Mr. Laoull may well
say I won'tiron yous rond to Verdery, 1
wiil have nothing to doit, T wash ‘my
handsof you; theyefore | savy let us
wait and see,

Mr. W, AL Lee said ¢

I came into this mecting with undeei.
ded views; Lam a Cricnd o all esil rond
enterprises ; L thought those wipe prop-
er resolutions endorsed by the meeting
of the 3lst of Janumv; we then ap-
pointed delecates who have memde their
report; Charleston is not prepared to

it et T

Mr. W. P, Calhioun said ;

[ would like to know what we are 1o
wait for; we have no assuvance but (] P
conversations of  private individuuls ;
wie agreed to vote 5 per cont. if Charleg.
ton would duplicate the amount; she
said she would net do 1t ; dont that re-
lieve the committee and relicve us from
Charleston 2 thiat puts an end 1o the
matter: as o she Verdery resolution,
would Meo Deonll iron aml eiquip tho
Road adter we had voted $250000 o
another Bead s there ean beno conLens
Lion between these ronds,

Goens BL R Hemphill said -

Whit have we that is definite (o
workupou s I find in the report some
agreement based upon  the supposition

that Charleston  will sive FH00.000 ¢
there is no such promise ; M. Scho

filed swzzested it the night before e

meeting [the Chairman, vo—tlhe sug
sestion came from the  commitbee o

vaise FOM0:] Gen, Hemphill—well
it is not cwmbodied in the resolution; it
is nothing more than talk; it is a serious
matter to cnter into $25000 of bonds ;
as I ounderstand i, we  ape waiting for
Charleston—she is waiting on us. Lot
us not enter into any grievous legal obli
gations on such promises: the Road will
never sueceed nwder its prosent manage-
ment: they have had it fonr yoears ;
Scholield three: with New York so
near, why uo to Fuarope to ratse money ?
We have heard nothing trom a sinzle
business man in Chiveras M (5, A\
Willinms otfers to take $104060 in bromnds g
why did'nt he subseribe it: that wont
Justlfy nsin voting o tx on onrs Jves |
itis =il the bonds are not to he wiven
out Gl the Rond reachies Abbeville : the
bonds must heissued in aceordanee with
the Aet authorizing thin, and wo sueh
comdition 15 contained in the Aety G,
Hewmphill read from the Aet of ineo -
poration.

Why not tax the people $5,000 of
FLO0 sl be over with it ; as for stop-
ping ot Abbeville, I Liave a copy of the
Piclens Seatinel, awl My ‘Hrmiily
seems o understand the Boad was to =0
on to Pickens [ apt. White interrupted
to say that Mr. Schoticld bhad made 1wo
Qe tions, lirst, for $300 (00, seeuinl,
for FLOOOKK to take the Dol on to
the monntains. |

Mro Parlier explained  that fipst,
FAOO0 would bring the rond to Abl-
villes or 0 #LOCOAND was subaeribed,
that wonld take the road o Pickens, and
wive hasis for a bonded debt to earey (he
rowd on throueh the mountsins,

Giens Hemphill continned -

We conhd build a vomd from Green.
wood to Elberton and on to Atlanta, for
less 3 3 Mr. Schoticld wants to induee
the peaple of Abbeville to vote money,
let him show o us the contract Lo b,
let us see @6 it is not violated, and §f it
is, lethim retwrn the line to Troy; Al
beville can build that Lersellf T 1 am
opposed o precipitancy ; I oam nut vp-
posed to the line, but before you saddle
atax on these people, | want to know
il Schoficla®s contraet has been fultilled,

Mr, Lo WL Smith said ¢

| am tived of hearing the fault finding
and complaints of Gen. Hemphill ; he
ddoes nothing but object 5 i he can Slig-
gestany hetter plan, why des't he Qo i ?
Lot him sugzest something (o do instead
of eriticizing  Hagood  snd Schofield ;
the Londs are not to bhe put on the mar-
ket G the whistle is beard in our L=
its s we rin no risk, voting the wx costs
nothinge.,

My L. W. Pervin said :

b

Althg slan af kegnine A hheville

bon®s on the road. * meCng

ol all the represc "atSig the Tine

ol the roail was hggo he Charleston

Hotel'Vhe weetingf 8t wlucgy avid eonthusi-
as-ie, and"ef{jgn e !fﬁ‘;ﬁumimﬁ?u 4

piacitviuy mceting 1 have .evep - seen

article on thi#.k_lhir:n;a.fmu&b pen of
Rav. Robert Lathan, D). )., and which
will'well repay a perusal.

A Card from the School Commis-
sioner.

As the Messexaen has furnizhed its read-
ers withan extraet from the Newv and Cour-
{or in which the editor of that paper makes o
Just and troe eriticism upon s low nemthily
salury of teachers of public  free schools in
Abbeville County, I think it just to the pres-
ent Connty Board of Examiners, ax well s
to the lnet Board, that I should make o state-
mient,

The last Selio ] Commis<ioner ovdered the
schools to be opened on the 1st of November,
884 The present Board did not come into
oflice until the 1st of January, 1885, IT we
take therefore the length of the last sehool
term as a basis of ealealation we will see that
the schonl of Abbeville County had been run-
ning  over one-third of the present school
Year before we eame into otlice.  In view of
this fuet, nnd other cireumstances, we thonght
it best to let the puy of teachers for this
year remain the same as adopred by the last
Sonrd,

I is onr opinion that the monthly pay of
tenchers should be raised.  There 38 there-
fore, no “bloody chasm' between us and the

wsand Conrier afier all. We are now,
and have been all the while, fully in aceord
with the News and Courier, on the subject of
the pay of teachers, and the dignity and im-
portance of their vocation.

I have been in n position to know the views
of the last ndministration on the subject,  As
far aa T knew they were nnanimously in fuvor
of higher wages for tenchers. They first
adopted these “starvation rates,” with the
hope of compelling the patrous of county
schools to pay by fees, at least as much as
they reecived from the public school rand.
On puge 46 of the lust report of the State
Superintendent of Edueation, in the report
of the last Sehool Commissioner of Abbeville
County, is fonnd the following sentence
which expresses the views of the laust admin-
istration :  “The writer still advocates the
ilan of reducing the teachers’ salaries, be-
ieving that there is no other way to extend
the term of the schools und induce the pa-
trons to supplement.”’

I donot desire to say anvthing as to the
auceess or fuilure of the plan. My reason for
making this statement is to show to the pub-
lic, that however corrnpt Abbeville County
may be on some matters, her highest school
officers are not so ignorant, urgrateful and
hoogivr-like as not to appreciate the high call-
ing of the teacher fully as much as the Sa-
vantsdy the sea.

We believe that higher wages to the tench-
eva, means better edueation to all the people ;
and better educdlion means “betler invest-
ments for capital, higher wages to the labor-
ing man, and greater glory to the American
man." Gro. ., Honogs,
Seh'l Com

r Abb. County.

ADVICE TO MOTHERS,

Are you distorbed at night and bro-
ken of your rest by a sick child suftor-
ing and erying with pain of calling
teeth 2 If w0, semd at onee and get a
bottle of Mus, WiNsnow s So0mi186 Syk-
ur ror Cocoeey Teeriisa, 1 valoe
is inealeulable. It will relieve the poor
little sufferer immedintely.  Dipend np-
on it mothers, thereis no mistake ahout
it. It cures dysentery and dintrhaea, re-
gulates the stomach and bowels, cures
wind colic, softens the gums, reduces in-
flammntion, and gives tone and energy to
the whole system. Mns. WinsLow's
Boorming Synvr vor Cuinouky TEeTH-
iNo is pleasant to the taste, and is the

rescription of one of the oldest and best
Femslo nurses and physicians in . the

Jils mveetin ‘ldiiournud at  half-past
twelve o’clogks * Three questions were
Submitted. First, Whether the towns
would ngree to thu subscripton of 5 per
cent. [t was decided that they would.
Seeend, Whether the amount thus rais-
ed by us should be  taken  one-halt in
stock and one-hall in income bonds, the
valug ol which depended on the business
of the road. and interest on which was
to be paid, it warranted by the business
of the voud, ufter the fivst mortgage
bonds.  Third, Whether the  subserip-
tion should be without condition, or on
the condition that they were to be newo-
tinted only when the rond  veached the
respective towns,  There was a dilter-
ence of opinien, and [ may say that the
proposition was made by My, Schoficld
himselt, who said that he thouzhc ic b
right that we shond D not b expeerad to
give sowcliing toi nothing,  Thar we
showid atter voling  owr tax  ur bowds
holid the same till the road veached oar
our towns.  All three of  the
tions were adopted.

Kesoleed, That this company viows with
great interest and faver the fine of 1 bromd
from Aiken, in the diveesion ol die monutains,
projected by the Caralina, Cumberionl Wt
aul Chicago Rauilevad Company, wnd will
sanction uny effort inaid of such’ enterpr
which in the judsment of the board of
rectors iy be proper; that the oilicer
the company are hereby  direeed to transport
all rails and other material needeld o con-
straction of said vowd and to lend sueh other
aid in furnishing of cynipment for the opera-
tion of the smine as may be regairad, atjpon
the most lberal ter

LKeroleed, furth al a junet’on of the
Carolina, Cowberband Gap aud Chi
road with the Savanngh Valley I8
in the opinion of this mectin n whjeet
greatly to be desired in the interest of all
concerned. v

Next day at one o'clock ocenrred the
meeting at the Chamber of Commereo.
It was a large wmeeting,.and 1 think | may
say, inpressed all the delezates with the
feelins that those present were interpst-
ed.  The gentlemen of the committee
from Charleston assured  the mecting
that they would endeavor o raise the
amount of F300,000 as agreed upon.

L um aware that many say what defi-
nite thing was done 7 When  will the
rond be Luilt 2 [ can't say when the
money will be raised, or if any money
will be raised in the next few days, It
is no small sum, especinlly to a commer-
cinl community whose money iy ongag-
ed in the legitimate ways of tade, ‘I'he
only assurance I had was a stutement
by Governor Ilagood that we wonld
probably know definitely  within  «ix
weeks, [ dowt know il this was his
own idea or il ke had been toll so by
citizons,

At a meeting of the Divectors of the
South Caroling Railvoad  the following
resolutions were aldopted ;

projposi-

L

Fesolved, That this meeting has hoard with
nterests the statements made Ly the
lmrlit.s mteresund in the Carolinn, Coamber-
and Gap and Chicago Railrond Company, nnd
is confirmed in the opinion horetolore express-
ed thatit is a muetter of great importance to
the city of Charleston that said railroad shall
be built ; that it recommends to their fellow-
citizens such contribution in aid of that en-
terprise as will assist in the bwilding of said
railroad ; that the committee hevetofore ll:-
Eoinled be requosted to report to a meeting to
e called hereafier by the chairman such plan
for giving mubstantial aid to that railroad
company as they may in their judgment deem
most likely to accomplish the object desired ;
that said committee beauthorized to confor

on the line of the Caroline, Cuomberland
Gap and Chicago. Lot us notgive it up.
‘Let-there be no voot of bitterne«s, no an-
risie. 1 wish we had a hall dozen
atwenly more than Atlanta !
[ am in favor of contributing what 1 can
to hoth.

Mr. W. C. Denet said :

I should like to spoak my approval of
the line of remarks of Judgze Cothran,
and to submit two or three resolutions 71
agree with him that it will be fatal to
the interests of Abbeville if the friends
of the C,, C. G. & €., and the Cicorgia
CUentral connection continue their antag-
onism, | have done my  utmost (o
dizscover why there should be any antag-
onism ; I am not for the Comberland
Gap and [ am not for Verdery. or rather
I nm for both, and the Road to Elberton:
indeed [ see no objection to a road from
anywhere,  The Camberland Gap Road
il built will give us reliel from the out-
side 5 if" huilt w the mountains will give
us that preatdisideratum, a” western con-
nection ; It will doubtless bhe a long
time.  Bat from the Sonth Cavolina It
H.. connection we will got benelits that
mnst be patent to all: At the same
time T am heartily in favor of anything
that wives us immedinte relief; the con-
nection with the (icorgin Central may
do us more good now. We are ail
agreed upon the advantagzes of rail ronds
and are interested in both sehemes 3 on
the 31st January we held a mecting that
sent an impulse from Easley to Charles-
ton ; we made the proposition to raise 5
per cent. of taxable value of our property
il Charleston would do likewise : they
said no 3 we wmake you a hetter offer:
ruise your money, keep it at home: we
don't want & cent of it till the Rond
reaches Abbeville ; we will tnko your
bonds and build the Road. As wmen ol
Abbeville we eannot repudiate our ace-
tion ; sUll we have the possibility of a
connection with the Central System and
must not let it slip; let us earry _out the
terms of our proposition to Charleston,
and at the same time raise by tax or
otherwise the subseription for the con-
nection with the Georgia Uentral Sys-
tem, if the authorities of that system
will equip_and iron the road ; T hear
there is nulhhl';-dg.l\i.:il{! known of their
intentions ; bot [ (pipkaldee Lyon told
me some months azo that Mr. Verdery
said Mr. Raoull prefevred the road from
Abbeville to Acvdery. Let us  pass
those resolutions that we will mrade the
Ronad if' the Georgia Central will equip
and iron it, and appoint n committee of
three or five toconfer with Raoull.  All
this agitation is in the interest of Abbe-
ville, and will result in giving us a
road; both are better than one; one s
better than none ; we onght to hold on
to both projeets. | submit the follow-
ing resolutions :

Rewxolred, That the property-owners of the
town of Abbeville shall, by tax or otherwise,
raisde a sum of money equal to 5 per cent. of
the assessed value of tllm real and personul
property in the town of Abbeville, in nid of
the Carolinn, Camberland Gap and Chicago
Railroad (‘-ﬂmpanly. on  condition that the
umount so raised shall not be turned over to

r'ay definitely il she cun raise the money

Clintleston | tWo_ronds are projosclils
us, the first is the great highw fom
'the genboard aevoss the mountains to
1 the West, the seeond s the road to Ver-
cdery owe agreed to see what eoulil he
diie withe the former and made an offer
to Cliarieston 1o raisea certain sum up-
on comdition that she raise a like sum:
Charleston has done bhetter than that ;
she has agreed to grade the Road to our
very doors upon liberal  conditions
then . usgo on with our proposition ;
there scould be no fecling in this mat-
ter: il 1 had the gift of tonsues anil
words  that some are blessed  with, |
conlil speak all mght on thissubject; we
are all Abbeville men: not Cambeyland
Gap men, or Verdery men, but wil inter-
ested in the welfare and prosperity of
Abbevilie,
Mr. LG Graydon said :

[ have nol come into this meeting as
the advoeate or antagenist of any
special line;  let us consider in the lirst
place what we ave connmirted to and are
Lounid to carry out: on the 31st of Jan-
uary we dopted resolutions in favor of
the Cumberland Gap Road, and sent doel-
caites to Charleston, and this meeting
has heard their report : we are heve to
wlopt some course, amd  decide upon
what is best for Abbeville to do: we
want rolief, inmediate reliof itis =aid:
why our only hope of immediate reliof
liesin the Carolina Cumberland tGap and
Chiengo Road ; we have no anthority to
build any other now, no ekarter for any
other road ; we could not condemn a
foot of land for right of way, and have
no right to pledge the town to anything
but the Carolina, Cumberland Ciap and
Chicago Rnilroad ; it ix objected that
Charleston is illiberal in not putting up
money; that is the experienee of all roads,
eapitalists are not noted for their liber-
ality ; every road in the State has been
built by the people grading it and the
cap‘talists taking up the honds ; it secms
to me Charleston is liberal 3 she ofters
to tuke £500 0G0 of the  bonds and allow
us to lock up our bonds till the road is
atour very doors; the fear is expressed
that the road will never go on to the
mountains ; if it is built to Ableville,
there can be no doubt of its going on ;
the people above here would earry it on;
and the road itself would be in n con-
dition to continue its course ; it wounld
be worse than folly to choke down this
enterprise. .

Capt. L. W. White said :

Your report Mr. Chairman, is so full
that it is not necessary that 1 shonld
ahd anything to it as o member of the
committee that went to Charleston.

Il we repudiate the action of the
meeting of the 3lst of January, we put
the commides and this conmmunity in a
very bad light with the officers of the
Boad and the publie; we nnamimously
agrecid to tax ourselves 5 per eent.; Lo re-
prclinte thisaction might eanse the same
ctfect all along  the line; o favorably
wias the meeting impressed  with this
course on the part of Abbaville, that
at the subscquent inforial meeting Gov,

the said railroad company until the said rail- |
road ghall have been built from some point on
the Bouth Carolina Railroad to Abbeville: |
and

Resoleed, That the property-owners of the |
town of Abbeville shall, bv- tax or otherwise,
raise a sum of money sufficient to grade a |
railroad from Abbeville to some Eoint on the |
Augusta and Knoxville Railroad, hereafter
to be selected, en condition that the directors
of the Georgia Central System of Railroad
shall guarantee to iron, equip and run the
u%e as part of their system : and

asolled, That a committee of thres be ap-

United States, and is for sale by all
druggists throughout the world. Price
25 cents a bottle. G-ay

with the officers of the Savannah Valley

pointed at this meeting, to be sent asa dele-

[at the same time; if the $500,000 is

Hagood singled out Abbeville as the
slace for the voting of the tax to begin ;
‘ am ready to go into any rail road en-
terprise that will enable us to keep Ab-
beville as a centre of trade and develop
the growth of the town; we can’t atford
to divide ; we can'tkeep up two schemes

secured by Charlestsn, Gov.' Hagood
snid he would commence work at once
with a large force of hands, and finish

we ficed ; we must await the action °£

Ve want a rond badly ; hut we are
ike begears. we eant choose for our-
» We are dependent on somcholy
f'we go about making propositior's
to everkbolly ; we shall mil in all ; we
have maddQue Lo ez om——Me s
raised i, and made it more beneficial %

rond is o matter of indilirence to us ;
the report is that Charleston has this
matler under  advisemeut ; she  ean't
move in afew days; what Gien. Hemp-
hill says about saddling the community
with $25000, on premise of George W,
Williams, is not a fact : the bonds we
ouly to be used when the rowd renches
here ; itis in conformity with the Act
ol the Legislature.

Have we any assurance from M.
Raonll 1 1 have heard that My, Raould
prefers some other tout than to Green-
wuooil,

Let us exhaust one effort before weo
try another.

As eneh mile of the road is completed,
it furnishies the money for the next and
80 on. o completion 5 we have nothing
to do but wiit 5 wait on Raouil and wait
on UCharleston ; it secims to me: that the

dictate of wisdom is to make haste
slowly.

Mr. W, P Calhoun said :

We o oncht not to wait: bt as all

seems to depend on Charleston, 1 osup=
pose we amnst o watit s 1omaeve to table
the resolutions, and wait on Charleston
to the emd of time.

Mre. W. O Denet said

[ thought the resolutians best : they
were dreawn up in the interest of Abbe-
ville ; in asking leave to withdraw the
resolutions, let me say we must wait,
but not ton long; we must moeet again,
and we ought to move togoether,

Judge Lyon said :

[ am very much impressed with the
sentiment of this mecting : [ expected
nothing but kindly speceh ; T am elad
of the postponement: perhaps My,
Raounll, the Napoleon of rail roads, as
Gov. Bonham ealls  him, will move in
such a way as to change our views jwo
are obliged to wait on Charleston ;
perhaps Mr. Raoull's plans may have
changed when Abheville gets ready to
muove,

Mr. Graydon moved that when the
mecting adjourn, it be suljeet to the eall
of the Chairman.

On motion the meeting adjourned.

Ex-Tenae T. . M,\f'l\'l-:;(h}yh “en
employed to defend [azen, w¥s is to bo
court-martaled for sptieising a superior
officer. 5

EX. EX. ¥

HILLS HEPATIC PANACEA.

The Best Liver Medicine For

THE CURE OF
DISPEPSIA. HEADACHE,
BILLITOUSN ESS,

Avaeusra, Ga,, April 3, 1884,
Mr. W. H. Barrett, Dear Sir—After nsing
your Hill’s fleg:t{n Panacea for two yearain '
the Augusta Orphan Au{lum, I cheerfally
recommend it as one of (he beat medicines T .
have cver used for indigestion, headaohys,
and all_discuses arising from & disordered
liver. It has been of great benefit to' the
children, always affording Irnmﬂt[ relief.

, E. Moxinng, .

Matron Augusta Orphan Asylum,

the Road to Abberille.

March 18-tf
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