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$150,000 FIRE HERE

Greatest Loss in History of the
Town

Friday, Jan. &}, 1908 Last Friday morning Bennetts-

ville had the most disastrous fire
in its history. The Skyo hotel and
the entire block of stores east of
the hotel, Dr W J Crosland’s and

DEMOCRAT P UBLISHING  CO.,
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SRR . .50|Mrs. Frank Crosland’s office
_ ;Phxr:; MONEhS .. v vrnsnees 25| buildings were destroyed.
Not only this, but four
sl residences on  Parsonage street
PERSONAL.

were consumed, by entehing from
sparks blown 'rom the hotel, The
people of the town were powerless
to stop the progress of the [laumes,
The hand fire engine did not  got
into action till about two hours
alter the fire started, and then the
available  supply ol water soon
gave oul. ISverybody had to stand
helpless  and the handsome
business houses and residences go
up in smolke.

The fire stavted about flve
o'clock in the Skye hotel building,
at or near the rooms of the music
The opinion of those who
lirst discovered the five is divided
as to whether it started in the
music room, or in a vaeant reom
in the hotel, adjoining the musie
room, It secems to be generally
conceded that it started up stairs,
about the division between the
sleeping apavtments and the music
rooms or the auditorium.

When M, Jones discovered the
smoke and lire, hie Tound it haed
to awake the rest of the inmates.
It was a bitter cold morning, and
aban hour when most people were
soundly asleep.

MR, HECKART HURT,

John!C I)ul_iblw of Dalzell Sumter
county was in town last week,

Mrv. D, D, Me Coll, Sr. spent
several days in Columbin last week.

¢ C Dunn. the operator for the
Western union. visted his parents
at Marvin. N. C. reeently.

Mrs A D Rogers has been spend-
ing several days with her mother
at Maxton,

s00

The county rond forceis hauling
oravel from west ol town to the
Blenheim road.

1, C MeArthur, n}‘
visited at the home ol
Weatherly rcecently.

Mr Geo. A. Britow leaves e
T st to take charge of the Creseent
Cafe aud Womens Exchange in
Atlanta,

T B McLaurin is tearing down
the old Coolk house and will
build a handsoms residence where
the house now stands.

Mr. and Mrs. G A Brown, M,
and Mus, Henry Nllllln" were re-
ceived into the Presbyterian ehurch
Sunday morning,

Parkton,
Mres, IO

school,

Tom D Pate and his bride have
moved to his mothers plantation
north of town, where My Pate will
engagein farming this year.

IT W Carroll attended the meet-
ing of the State Optical Associa-
tion in Columbin  last week  and
was elected treasurer of  the asso=
cintion,

Among those who were sleeping
in the hotel was J. J. Heckart,
president of the B oand G railvond
and wmanager of the Seott,. Lumber
Company.,  1lis room was in the
rear ol the hotel, opposite  where
the live started, When he  tried
to get out, he found the hallway
alire so that he could not rench the
stairway, e went to the win-
dow to look for a means of escape.
Dan I Odom, who was rooming
in the IExum building, adjoinine
the hotel, leawrned ol Mre, Hoeck-
art’s predicament and throw a hed
rom his window under Me ok
art’s window. Mr, Heelart junped

Clyde Adams. who has had pneu-
monin at the Adams house, was able
to be taken to the home ol his Ta-
ther, near Gibson, last week. 1o
is still convalescing,

Misses Lyl Crosland, May and
Coline  Weatherly, and Messrs,
R N Sampson, Frank Moore, Jin,
Fugene Zannie Weathierly attended
o pluy in Darlngton last week,

Rev. 15 . Easterling, the linan-

cinl agent of Farman University,
has been  spending severnl days

the hotel had swept down the bloek,
consuming the three stores of C E
Exum, occupied by Sol Brown,
E L Hamilton and R D Rogers
and Bro, and the store of E D
Moore, occupied by the Excelsior
Hardware Co. The fire engine
had not yet arrived, and it scemed
that tho whole block would be
burned, and that the {lames would
sweep from Kuller’s stables to the
residences to the east,

About this time the engine was
ol to work, and began to throw
water on Mrs Ifrank Crosland’s
oflice building. A bucket brignde
was also formed, under the diree-
tion of Mayor Breeden, and ear-
ried water upon the building, The
witer soon gave out, howeyer, and
all eflorts to save Dr. Crosland's
and Mrs frank  Crosland’s build-
ings were futile,

The live halted at the wall De-
tween the buildings of Mrs, Cros-
land and Dre. Townsend, and by
the heroie offorts ol Georee Iin-
son, 5O Morvison, W P Broeden,
Jr., and others, the buildinge was
saved from the  fire, althougly it
wis budly damaged by water and
the roof being torn ofl' (o aet Lo
the interior.  This was the last
brick building in the row, and had
it burnt, it would have heen im-
possible to save Baldwin’s market
and Fuller’s warchoase and stables,

The stores under the hotel which
were burned were  the Marlboro
Drug Co., S, J. Penrson and Mor-
cory, Ronse and  Bostie.  also  the
ollices of the Scott Lumber Co,

THE LOSSES

The Inrgest loss falls on A, J.
Matheson, the owner of the Skye
hotel and all the stores and  oflices
under it exeept S J Pearson's,
Mr. Matheson says the building
cost hint about S21.000 and he had
nhoul 52,500 worth of Furniture in
it e had S10,000 insurance,

CE Exum valued his buildings
al S16,000,  He had S10.500  in-
surance,  Ie also lost about $290
in his oflice.

5D Moore’s building was worth
about 85,000 and he  had sS4, 000
insurnnee, !

5 J Pearson valued his buildine
ab B4000 and had only 31,400 in-
sUranee,

He hind i -fl:}‘llll[l stoelk
which was insured for only $1,000,

e snved  some of  his valuable

out on the bed but in doinge so he
Fractured a bone in his lee, near
the and
| hinised,

here, canvassing for that institu-
tion, e hias received pledees Tor i
about 81200 in Dennettsville, anlile, was  otherwise
{wo [l the
cottuges which e bought  {rom ' office of D, Kinney for Lreatment,
A Matheson, in ““Vellow Row,™ | Several escaped  very senntily
on Crosland street, and is huilding [ elad, amone theny Mis, Jones, the
atwo story hotse there,  Ope of wileool the propeictor of the hiatel,
the cottaves  will he used as a p
Kitehen and dinine poom for the s
ol the
new house, and the other hos heen
moveld neross the streel and is Lo |“ HAEFOW
ing enlareed, down o telopbione pole sl was ot
Dre G Vardell, the prosident, It el .
and Miss Andevson, the Indy prin- [ fssisting Mo Heekart and  teying
cipal, of the Southern Prosbhyte- 6o save property,
rian Colleoe nnd Conservatory of
Musie ot Red  Sprines,  wope

wits  [aken to

A Jenss has moved the

Bourdelat, teallic nhnoer

band Copnilvond, atso Tad
e elimbod

Uit 8 L1Le

on the vronnd  harvefooted,

The hiotel hiihdine wis soon in
in |

Bennettsville nsl week 1o sep .\I':w'.”! pAdEEL I st Bl 5“::
Lona Jordan, who is still vors il from  the  porth-west, carevine
ab the home of hoer sistor Mes, |sparks  and burninge cinders all
Sadie Weathoerly,  Mjss Javdan over the south-castern part of
was Formerly bhooklkeeper and  ste- ) o Al
nographior for the collewe, Lown,  For awhile five was Falline
Miss Sallio Carlisle who PRI likie !1:1“ from  the hotel 1o the
ed to Mullins o few days avo tog - [Coast Tiine il rond,
sun e her posit'on as e teacher HISEDRENOES. LD
LREED . e T ' it .
| 1|‘1;|‘ ::1II..;1;‘{I\~_T¢I-I|'l.|1 N l:l':]lllj:.%!. II!'.I\['! LS {.'r thes: "”“!l_"-" el fie o
sty ded she eetutied home (HIe rool of the  eesidenee of thn
Monday nihb, she Bps non yp [lte AL o Betow, acceupied by |
cov ved oty from U buen which | Pivvee et andd s sisper
Bl ,-:nlj:!l:-\!..!,. o i : e Gt (Misses Florcnee and Fannie.
{HIIH 1,:‘t;\r|”;:.‘._,'l:M.I”"”.,_,..‘\Irilillllllrl.li!thv corner ol Fayetteville: avon |

and Par-onnge  stroel,
1

fouarter of a owile feom

il 3 11 1

with her, |
i Ll ]|1|I|'l_

D) e — e

it in Masion Cannty .
Killing in Marion Counly, prople when it was the

Clios Jan 29— Nes 1 W Pate v hand, but they wore Dower
and danelitery Miss  Lenn,  speat tooxtinguish i,  Not oy i
Monday in Bennettsville  visiting | Fadder could be found 1o rencli (0

Mes, Pates Danghter, Mes, Albar
ty. Mrs. Pateis just oul [rom an
atlact of grip.

In an cffort to Ikill
near Judson in Marie o eounty on
Saturday, Thad  MeGotl shiot and
kkilled his I'nther, Gilbert Meiill,
MeGaill and Pate had been  in bad
humor and in the moonshine Pate
dodged the shot intended  for lim
with the above result.

the wop of the two-story buileding.,
The roof burned slowly fop hile, |
but soon the whole  building
on lire and burned o the graonnl,

While the  Bristow  home  was
burning, Judge Hudson's residenee
on Pavsonage street eanehit in the
sume manner and was also destroy -
ed.  From  Judge Iudson's |9
M Rowe’s house eaught, and from
Mr Rowe's, Claude ‘I' Moore’s, All
ol them were burned down, Capt
I’ L Breeden’s house occupiod by
J T Medlin, also eaught, but by
heroie efforts was suved,

Wis
John Pate

{s OO

The trinl of Harry I€ Thaw is
approaching an end, Il is said
that he will either have to hang or

NO FIRE PROTBECTION

The fire was seon by g ninnhéy ol

Sz o) 1

Jeweley and watehes,

The Marvlboro [Drve Co.. hiad a
[B1L000 stock, with =9,000 insur-
e,
| Sol Brown had o 87,000 stoek of
i Furnituee insured For s3.000,

LB L Hamilvon haud S0,500 insa e
ance on SHH00 worth of eroceries.

D Rogers & hind  their

o0 stoel ol iisured

]:I'll.
};‘1'1!1'-'I"Ii'-‘
Fone =50 o000,

Aes, Feank Crostds huilding.
villned at #1500 was insured Tor

|
Meveer, Rouse and Bostic's loss
CWas about B 0000 with S1,600 in
SULETE e,
f Eason Brothers had S1.750 i

sutanee o their book store, They

saved very little of  thehr #2,.8500
stoelk,

5 ¢ Morrvison, electrician, ol
nuto dealer had =700 insurnce,
[He wot his automobiles and uost
ul his other stufl ont, bt e
wis constderabile  daminee  from

ROV,

Col Knox Livineston valued his
ollfee tixtures and ey at Ss000,
He i only #5000 insuemince,

The  Excelsior ] wiare
il = i)
FULODO T s e,

e 11 Stoekston hid S5000 in

surance on S1L200 worth o dental

(o,

ahout with

stoch,

Lools and s tures,
The T'wentieth
lbrary was

Century  Club
valued at 21,200, with
ET00 insuranc,

‘Tl
L8

| o

sennettsville  Club Liod

LS00 insurance on 2,500 worth

ol furniture nnd lixtures,

Jones and Powell, proprictors
of the Skye hotel, lost about $1500
worth of furniture and had no in-
surance,  Mr. Jones and family
also lost all  their clothing and
other personnl property and over
$100 in cash,

J 15 Spencer, photographer, os-

timates his loss at $1,500, with
$500 insuranece,
Mrs W C Carlisle and Miss

o to a madhouse, Inthe mean time, the five from

Iallie Lytch lost two pianos and

alot of furniture, music, ete.,
valued at $600. They had $337.50
insurance,

Dr. W J Crosland’s offlco build-
ing was worth $1500 or more, in-
sured for-about $1000,

The Scott Lumber Co., had a
small loss from moving,

J W Smith, who had his insur-
ance oflice in the Exum building,
lost some valvable papers.

R B Crosland, Dr. R L Spencer,
Dr. O A Maithews, J M Brasing-
ton and others, who roomed in the
Lixum annex, sustained losses,

Mr. Brasington lost all his
vatents, a lot of valuable papers,
family mementoes, and  over 8150
in eash which be had in his room
for the purpose of taking a trip
to the west.

W R Crosland, who lived with
Judee Hudson, lost nearly all his
furniture, partly insured.

CB Crosland & Co., estimate
their loss at 82,000 from moving
stock and  breaking of olass and
other damage to building, covered
by insurance,

J. T Douglas plate glass front
was broken and his loss is over
8100, covered by insuranco.

The McCnll-Weatherly Co. was
damaged about $50,

W J Baldwin and 11 B Fuller
were each damaged $100 or more
from moving and scattering poods,

The Bell Telephone Co., was
damaged $500 by poles and wires
being burnt down and tangled,

It will cost the town of Ben-
nettsville about $100 to vepair its
electrie light wires and poles,

W A Atkins and 1§V Richards
were each damaged some by moy-
ing,

Dr A S Townsend’s loss is about
8500, covered by insurance,

Judge Hudson’s residence nnd
furniture were worth about 85000 ),
He had 84,200 insurance.

CT Moore had only F1,000 in-
sturance on his vesidence and furni-
ture, and his loss is over $2,500.

5 M Rowe also lost $2,500 or
more.  He had S1500 insurance.
The Bristow residence was val-

Gled nt SE500 and was insured  for

52,850,

Townsend and  Ropers ostimute
their loss at 8300, coverwd gl
surance,

Others damaeed (o some extont
by moving and water are. T Med-
ling Judge Townsend, Sol Brown.
WS Rowe; W IR Croeslatl and 11
B Ireeman.  The tot! loss is es-
tinabed ab S150,000,

INCIDENTS OF P L.

While the fire was in Progress,
Meo Matheson was asked it he had
any insurance on the hotel, 1l
Faghed amd said, “*Yes, a little,
This is the only buildine T over in-
Ioalways trusted in the
old Master to take eave of what 1
had, but lost faith in him and al-
fowed Warren to persude me in

S I‘

to insuring the hotel, and now it
bias Burned,™

Most of the inmates of the hotel
eseaped by the staderway openinge
to Darlineton street, but it is sii
that Miss Johnson, the
phier Tor the Seott Linnber
rian down (he

slitthowen-
o,
|Ih'

staleway into

{Tobhy while the stairway was inon |

hlize,

Some cannries  were keptin the
lront window of the Scott Lumber
Cou's oflice.  While the hotse was
on firve, somebody vob o stick and
hroke out the alass, allowine the
birds to eseape.

My dones was so exeited, ey

g to gt his family and  @uests |

out of the building, that e oot
the wrong vest feom his room and
left one which had abont $130 in
cash in the pockot,

M, Jones says he always  lnew
that there were cool people in
Bennettsville, but he never vealize
ed the extent of their kindness Gl
their attentions Lo il
Family during and since the five,

ILis said that  one  commercial
traveler ran out of the hotel in his
night clothes and did not stop run-
ning Ll he ran into a room at the
Marlboro hotel,  Another grabbed
his elothes and ran in the lobhy of
C B Crosland’s store, Others pul-
led on some  of their clothes as
they went. Many left part of their
wearing apparel,

After the live

himisel £

had  practically

swept out the entire brick block
and had caught in the ceiling of
Dr. Townsend’s offico building,
next to the unsightly old wooden
structures occupied by W J Bald-
win and H B Fuller, there was a
general disposition to let the old
stables go, Henry B. Treeman,
however, realized that the burning
of the stables would endanger the
residences in all the enstern part
of tha town, as the wind was blow-
ing that way. IIe said that the
fire must be stopped if possible,
ITe offered five dollars to anybody
who would stop it. Mayor
Breeden was standime by and sail
be would make it ten, Greorge
Hinson nacecepted the proposition
and worked about an hour, with
the assistance of several others,
and by cutting through the roof
extinguished the fire and stopped
it there. M Iinson had already
done heroie work in saving some
vesidences. i

While the homes of W, M.
Rowe and CT' Moore were burn-
ing the hand fire engine arrived
or Parsonage street and did of-
feetive work in saving  the resi-
dence of J I' Medlin. It was too
hot to stand on the building next
to Mr Moore’s but the hose was
run throngh the front door and
Howard Bounds stood at a win-
dow, holding the nozzle out and
throwing the water up on the end
of the building. Some one stood
on the outside and gave directions
where the water should be thrown.
The building was badly scorched
and Jeould not have been saved
without the fire engine, Mp Med-
lin and family were away from
home,—at Wilmington, where Mrs
Medhn's mother was dying at the
time the fire was in progress,

The sienboard which b un o
in front of the Marlhoro Drug Co,
was not burned and was left hang-
ing in good condition. The wind
kept the fire blown away from it.

Those who were in the hotel who
first saw the fire say that in room
No 30, next to the auditorium
when Mr Joues and My Bourdelat
opencd the  door of that room, it
was blazing up in one corner. Mr
Bouwrdelat ran and oot a hose and
attempted  to turn

on the water,
but the hose would not work.

e
ean andd ol another and turned on
the water hut by that time it had
made such  progtes that
not. do anythine witl it.

he could
Ll then
started into his own room, next to
No 30, but it wns nhlaze, and he
could not got his clothes. He then
wentinto My Hecekart's room and
wake himup, e then  ran out
to the front and eseaped by coinge
down a telephone pole,

Mre Heekart waited to put on
his pants and shoes, which did lot
take more than o minute,  When
he pushed his door open to wot, out,
the fire sinwed
hair.

his mustache and
e startod to push open the
the sevcen  door, on the otitside,
and the wire was so hot that it left
its imprint  on his finvers,  The
ouly means of eseape was througeh
the window, Ie

closet a4 rope

looked  inthe
to let himself
down by, bhut never onee thoughi
|an' taking n boed sheet,

' e the \\'intln\\', and n
bod was thrown under it for him.
by that time the  five had  burnt
througl the transom and filled the
roomH,

for

sol in

The smoke was so thick
not see Lhe
e dot himsell down
window

b conld hed or the

around.
from  the
| ”l‘
IIlll‘.
the

iIll'th

dropped,

struck o slantine rool over

stairway into the eellar, and
in his
the

low n Few
ankle,  was

stall hone
aboyve
hrolien,

My Heckart could hardly breathe
for the smoke,
oub

but he was tnlken
and he  mnaged o hobble
weound to his oflice and  open the
door, not knowing that his leg was
broken, [T then sat out on the
street. i a chair for about (wo
hours, till the excitement bogan
to subside, when Drs Crosland and
Kinney examined him and set the
broken bone.

My Heckart is at Dr Crosland’s
and his leg will have to remain in
splits for aboub six weeks,  1le
says he deeply apprecintes the
many kindesses that the people off
Bennettsville have shown him in
his allliction,

While the hotel bloek was burn-

the premises of Drs Crosland and
Kinney. There was a pile of pine
straw in Dr Crosland’s lot, and it
was at times nearly covered with
burning ciuders, but it did not
catch at all, although roofs of
houses were fired a quarter of a
mile away,

While Judge Hudson was catry=
ing out his beaver, in a band box,
he s.umb.ed and fell, but was not
seriously hurt., The judge especi-
ally regrets the loss of the hand-
some trees thab surroun(,l'ud his
home.

(oL 1o
Receiver's Sale,”

State of South Carolina,
Marlboro County,

In Common Pleas,

A. 0. Matheson suing on behalf of
himsell and other stockholders and
creditors of the Marlboro Pruit Com-
pany, Plaintity

VS,
‘I'he Mariboro Fruit Company,
Defendant

NOTICI,

PPursuant to an order of Cowurt of
his Honor R. C. Watts, dated Jan-
uary 14th, 1908, I will offer for sale at
the Court house door in Marlboro
county , on the first Monday in I'eb-
ruary within the legal hours of sule;
all that piece or piecesof land belong-
ing to the Marlboro IFruit Company,
contiining six hundred and ten acres,
more or less, being all the land owned
and possessed by the sald Marlboro
Fruit Company, and are sltuate In
Lthe Northwestern part of the Counby
near  Osborn, and are the tracts
bought from D, D. MeColl, Toney l-
lerbe, Z. 1. Pearson, Adeline Stubbs,
Martha Ann Steen and others.  Alse
ab the same time and place 1 will sell
all the Tarming implements, tools
stock and supplies of the said Marls
boro I'ruit Company of every kind and
description owner by the said Marl-
boro IPruit Conipany, consisting in
piart of five mules, two two horse
Wagons, one soraying machine, and
merchaudise Lo the value of about
cight hundred dollars, and the usual
plantation implements.

Terms of sule, sne-third cash, bal-
ance in two equal installments at one
and two yearstime to be secured by
bond ol purchaser, wnd by mortgage of
the premises, and to bear interest at
seven per cent, with privilege to the
parchaser of paying all cash, Pur-
chaser Lo pay ror all necessary piapoers,

= Warren Moore, 1teceiver,

BENNETTSVILLE
Maxble W orks.

l'.u
TONVLISI T 3

Cadl on mey ar iy place ol business near

Oeders

MONUMENTS or
L T R e e B |
the Athmtie Coast Line aod the Seas
bomd Mv Liae Passeneer ])ulml.&l._ or
write me, Desirns and Prices arnishs
e on applicanioo,
IPhone Nu. 4,

J W, Mels LW KL,
(RHIUTHS v

Jannnry 25,

> : %
VALUABLE
I have for immedinte sale a fine
Farm containing 300 acres, sitna-
ted about one mile from the cor-
porate limits ol the town of
Lumbevion, 100 acres of this
land is cleared and is in a bigh
state of cultivation. There are
two good [rame tenant houses

and other out houses on the
same, Parties wishing to buy
a good [arm will find this a

great bargain.

For further information apply
to A, W. McLEAN,
Lumberton, N. C.
D07,

IFARM FOR SALLE.

8441 Aecres in jrat Township, Cuombera
land county, N. O,, 8 miley irom Raoford,
4 miles from A, & R Raileond. 100 nores
cleared, Fine looation for a Shiogle mill,
Can be made o valuable farm.,  Will sell
it in one traot or divide it to suit purchass
or, Terma, two thirds cash, balauce in 12
months, J. T, BOSTIOK,

Dec. a0, 'oy Red Bpringas, N, C,

LAND FOR SALE,

87 3-10 Acrea six miles north onant of
Red Bprings and 14 miloa from main line
of A Coast Line Raflroad, Twoenty ncres
clearop, Timber and wood will pay tho
oxpongo of clearing. Price $2,000, Torma
Caah, J. T, BOSTIOK,

Dec Gth

Deo, 20, 1907, Ited Bprings, N, O,




