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ﬂOIise Burned to the
- Ground Over Their
Dead Bodies.

A MYSTERIOUS HORROR.

Father, Mother and Two
Young Girls Killed and the
- Dwelling Set Afire
By Unknown
Parties.

The peaceful village of Trentop,
where resides Senator B. R. Tillman,
was stunned Thursday by as horrible a
tragedy as tha human mind cancon-
ceive, Just as the day was about to
breal, the t wn was awakened to find
that one of its best known and best

- respected families had been massacred,
and thelr home burned to the ground,
with perbaps no human telog left
who can tell the tale. In the ruins
were the charred bodics of father,
mother and two youthful daughters—
the women killed in their placid
s'eep and the husband and father shut
through the head. The victims of
this borror are:

Ben. B. Huypbes,

farmer nced 42

Mrs. B B. Hughes, f rmerly Miss
Eva Mlller, about 40 years of age.

Miss Exnily lughes, aged 18,

Miss Hattle Hughes, aged 15,

TRENTON WAS SHOCKED,

Trenton was she cked anod sorrowed
and horrified when the residents learn-
ed the terrible truth. 1t was shurtly
after 5 o'clock that the house was dis-
covered to b2 on fire, the first person

-—1p reach the scene being Mr, A. Il S,
Day, who lives next door.  The house
wasa then almost consumed, the tire|
being too far advaocad for aoy one to
enter the bullding., The first thought
of those who reached there was that
the Hughes family had escaped, as
pothing was scen of them at the win.
dows or douri, It was only after the
neighbors began to inquire of ezch
other that they real zed the borror. It
was then too late, far 100 late, even to
make an altempt Lo get out the vic-
times, Hven then It was supposed
- that the family had been slmply un-
- abla to escape after the fire started—
-']S'éfhfiﬁi'“a"ﬁﬁ'me'd by the smoke or
burned to death in their beds, It was
not” until the neighbors had walted
for the flames €0 subside and it was
posaible to go Into what had been the
house that they knew murder had
been commitied—murder in o most
horrible mancer.
“3.THE BODIES FOUND,

The house was a small, one stury,
frame dwelling. Toe young women
were sleeping In one bed o a room on
the left as oue entered, while Mr. and

‘Mrs. Hughes oecupled the front room
on the right, across 2 rarrow hall from
thelr daughters. There were no other
members ¢f the family and no one clse
staying in the bouse. The body of
Mrs. Hughes was so badiy buroed that
it cannot be sald for certain how she
was killed, but there is llttle or o
reason to doubt that she was murder-
ed before the ftire rcached her, sinee of |
2]l four persuns she was farthest away |
from the point where the tire appear
ently started. The wind was b osing |
acre:s the house from Lue rcom (ceu
pled by the girls, their bed was Io the
far corner and hence their bodies were
not eo budly eharred. It could be plain-
ly seen that thelr heads had heen
crushed In with some hesvy, bluntin-
strument, su:h us a hammer, for the
blaody matted halr told the vile all
teo certainly. Tiie innocent girls lay
slde by side, their positions showlog
that they had not even made a strug-
gle for thelr lives. T'hie strange thing
18 that it was possible to kill one after
the other, without arousing the secourd
one, who must have survived her sis-
ter only for the time It took o ralse
the weapon for aunctlier tlow. The
bodies of these Lwo were sulll resting
on the springs of the b.d, the luflam-
mable part, of which had purned away.
Mrs., Hughes' body wes also just where
the bed had stood in ber rocm, and
it seemed that her head might have
been under tho]pillow.
THE CRIME A MYSTERY.

It, is diticult to accept the theiry
that the hus :and and fatber extermi
nated his family, but the facts which
lead to this thiory are by no meins
such as can be lightly disregarded. He
was fully clothed, not hastlly dressed
as one suddedly awakened from sound
pleep to face a perll or as one rouscd
to defend that most dear. He had oot
met his death in the fames nor lnthe
manner In which death came to his
wife anu daughtcrs, Mr, Hughes was
shot tbrough the right side of the
head, the ball rapglog upward and
coming out thiough the top of Lhe
gkull, Eithcr he shot himselfl or he wa-
ghot by some Intruder against whom
he had prepared himwself to defend his
castle, since a pistol was found by the
outstretched  right hand with one
chamber exploded by concuwion and
the others expledued afterwurds by the
fire., The absence of any motive for
murder and arson makes 1L seem un-
reasonable to suppose that the home
was invaded. Mr. Huplus and family

ad always been on Lhe best of lerms
with every une in the community and
there 18 no one who 18 known to have
had a grudge against him, He wasnotu
a conspicuously popular mwan, but not
unpopular, regarded as a safe, conser-
vatlve business man and a close trader,
and pever konown to be Inclined to
speculation. There was no reason Lo
belleve that the robbery of his house
would prove profitable especlally, and
if robbery is the clue the robber is
bardly a resident of vhat section. Oa
the other hand ro one who knew Ben
Hughes would Kuspect him of a ten-
dency towards sulcide, mueh less the
more horrible erime lnvolving his fam-
fly's extermination. He had his pe-
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A FAMILY KILLED IN_
~ TOWN OF TRENTON.

culiarities like other men and now
that he is dead, mysteriously dead,
there are persons who can recall what
thry now say were recent aotlons more
preullar than were usually noted In
his conduct.-But this may mean noth-
ing. It I8 known his family life was
happy, though he had his share of
trouble and worry, his wife baving
been on to Baltimore within the year
for treatment. That he was hard pres-
sed for money or anything of that sort
was not lmagined, a8 on the contrary
he was supposed to be prosperous—and
that was his conditicn in truth so far
as Is now known.
A PEACEFUL S8CENE.

Hardly 200 yards from where the
tragedy occurred there 18 almost com-
pleted an ornate and attractive dwell-
Ing which Mr. Hughes was bullding
and into which the famlly expected to
move In the next few days. The house
thev were living In was merely thelr
temporary residence until this other
should be finlshed. The new house is
directly in the rear of his store, a
general merchandise establishment
such.as one sees in the average South
Curolina town of this size, Heare Mr.
Hughes did a good trade among his
nelgbbors of this excellent, prosper.
ous and progressive community,
Acrcss the road—or street—f{rom the
destroyed house lies a fertile and
valuable stretch of land belonging
either to him or to his wife. Two
doors from the burned house and just
aercss the street from the new dwell-
ing 18 the unusually handsome home
uf hls brother, Mr. Stever Hughes,
vne of the best and most substaotial
men not only in this section but in all
Edgefield county. The Hughes fami-
ly and that of Mra. Hughes, the Mll-
lers, embrace a connection as substan-
tlal, as respected and as refined as any
in the borders of South Carolina.
The sorrow and the bhorror which
this mystery has brought upon them
can not be told in cold, unfeeling type,
and the clicumstances make the rela-
tion of the facts a sad and undesired
duty.

Thursday afterncon, just as the
December sun was beginnirg to sink
in all {ts chill splendor, four caskets
were carried from the destroyed home
1o the little Baptist church where
these good people had worshipped God
in the purlity of mind and heart which
He gives to His elect. In this con:
gregation the father had been & con-
sistent and unassuming member while
the good works ofimother and daugh
ters will live after them, No better
woman was known to Trenton than she
who had trained up her girls go that
every on< in the villaga wourns theh
death Friday the funeral will be held
there o this house where they had so
cunstantly attended, and the four
bodies will be burled at FEbenezar
cemetery.

THE HOME WAS DESTROYED,

The rulns were raked in hopes of
firdinog the Implement with which
the ladles were brain2d, but nothing
resembling that which must have
bren used was dltcovered except the
pea of a steelyard. Other thicgs,
such as a watch and jawelry, were
found, although the house was as
n arly completely consumed with ity
cuntents ad it is possible to cenezive.
Ifarson was employed to conceal the
preater erime of murder the gullty
party had reckoned weil. The fire
evidently wus started at the rear of
the honse and it bad burpned its way
well towards the front before It was
seen.  When the first arrival reached
the scine the entire roof was ina
b'aze and before the other townsmen
wot there the house was practically
razid.

With these meagre facts to go on
and the {mprobabllivy of anything ad.
aiticnal ever belng discovered, it
svems llkely that the coroner's jury
can only declde that the family of Mr.
Bon Ii. Hughes caome to their death
at the hands of parties unknown. The
Inquest has been adjourned until
Monday In the hopes of obtaining
further evidence, and borh the coro-
ner and the solieltor will exert them-
selves to that end.

ALL WAS QUIET,

It bhas been sald above that Tren-
ton, peaccful village of the Ridge,
was stunned. No other word per
haps will express the situation. "The
horror shiocked thisa people, shocked
them not bsyond actlon If there had
been aught they ewuld do in punish-
ment or vengeance, but in tha ah
sence of evidines upon which actiun
could be taken they were merely hor-
rifi:d beyond exsression. A Sabbath
quiet, a gorrowed stillness, hun;r over
the place. Ouat of reipect Lo thelr
fellow merchant, the other busine.s
men of the town closed their st res
and all bands turned to help In any
wiay that was suggested. It was not
Laoe work of a few minutes, but of
hiours, to search the rulns and to pre-
pare the burned bodles for burlal, 2nd
all day lovg a small crowd stood azt und
uvhe fateful spot. Not a curlous or
excited crowd of idle gossips, or fren
zi2d irresponsibles, but men who stood
by to assist when necded, and always
to wonder, There was no exclte.
ment, no sign exeept the evidences of
sadoess.  Tender women were Lhore
Lo do what cnly women should do for
the pure dead, and then It was that
strong men bowed thelr heads in re-
spectful sorrow,

The village negroca hung around
the fence, talking with one another
in qulet, respeciful tones and won-
dering, too. Inand around the vil
lege ¢ f T'rentun—as Trenton men f
character and sound judgment teatl-
tied-—there are goos, respsotable and
orderly set of darkles, among whom
no vicious characters are to be found.

S50 1L was that white and colored
lcoked upon the results « f this trage
dy In peaceful, peaceable and undis-
turbed amazement,—The State.

Tue record of the football season,
Just closed I8 thirteen fatal casualtles
and 310 serlously injuriel, the most ge-
rious belng broken collar bones and
any number of broken and dislocated
shoulders, arms, legs, and broken rihs
and noses. Now for the solemn annu-
al editorial discussion of the brutality
of football,

TO.COTTON GROWERS.

Ciroular Letter jn Accordance With

Resolution of Convention.

MUST CURTAIL THE PRODUCTION.

An Intelligen: Address Made by
the Committco Appeinted for
the Purpose at the
-I...I'Ito Meetlng,

In  accordance with resplutions
passed at the cotton growers conven-
tion on Thurdday night, the commit-
tee uppointed has prepared the fol-
lowlog for publication in this State:
T(iltha Cotton Growers of South Oaro-

DALL- S oy i

We, the committee ‘appointed by
the convention which met in Colum-
bia cn Det ~§ to issue an dddress to
the cotton gfowers, wish to say that
we hail with joy the fact that the cot-
ton farmers of the south are beginning
to reallze that upon threlr lndustry
depends the prosperity of the entire
soutbland and to a large extent that
of the world, and thatspeculation and
manlpulation of the market, for the
purpose of depressing or raising the
price, I8 of vital !mportance, not to
him alone, but to ali other industrlies,
and that be i3 not alone, assometimes
reformers or s0-called reformers have
led him to believe, but that hels a
partner In business with every lndus-
try in the south, and that teday we
wish to Impress him with the fact
that the barnkers, lawyers, doctors,
merchants, manufacturers—every vo-
calion and avocation—are extending
to him the hand of sympathy, not for
brotherly love, but for the sole love
of a dollar, and In this fight to maln-

taln the price of oottca at s remun-

erative point that all that he has to
do.Is to show to the world that be
propose2s nut any more to be the slave
of bis emotions, but that he will stand
and act according to the diotates of
his real frlends, suc:essful’ business
men, and that their advice to bim,
volced In this letter tohim today, 15
that the laborer is worthy of his hire
and that we, reprecenting the differ-
ent avieations aud professions, extend
to him cur promise, word and pledge
that we will extend to him in all
legitimate ways our moral and fiaan-
cial aid.

Now to specify: The speculator
and the speculative market have no
regard for the law of supply and de-
mand, hence our opportunity. The
man who has sold Jaousry, I'.bruary,

March or any future months has
pledged bimself to deliver that cotton
on demand or pay the margins, De.
cember 18 here; thousands of bales
bave been sold fur delivery in Decem

ber. The same lu every month run-
ning to July, Holding the cotton for
60 days, allowing nospots to ba placed
a8 he’ges avainst future contracts,
simpl,'mears that the speculator has
either to pay the difference between
what he sells that cotton at today and
what the broker demands of him as
the margin or pay the price of the
spots beld for that to hedge his ven

ture. The cotton mills, not through
any fault. of theirs or any antipathy
toward the farmer, butsimply bacause
there has been no farmers' exchange,
no concentration of cotten through a
farmers’ organization, they have been
forced to deal with men for thelr sup

plles who could get it in bulk. Hence
the condition that exists today. That
the broker, :ealizing the disorganizes
conditlon or the farmess and his lack
of knowledge of the simple business
laws, sells to these mills cotton for
future delivery. It Is to his interest
to depress the price of cutlon because
the margln between what ke buys it
at and what he dilivers it al deter-
mines the plle he makes on the trans-
actlon. Therefure the mills have got
to look to these brokers for thelr sup

plies. These supplies are promised.
The mills cannot sp!n goods, yarn or
cloth out of the contruct written on
paper. 1t has got to come out of your
cotton. ‘Thie brokers have got to sup-
ply that cotton, have got to supply it
wihen the mlills require the fullillinent
of the contract, Hold your cotton;
scb the price and on delivery day the
broker will pay It,

1t 1s manifest to any farmer that if
I'e has 100 bushels more eirn than'is
necessary for home co :mumption than
e hias 100 bushels for the markes, 1t
the market is for 50 buashels, Lie has
50 bush Is surplus. If he goes Into
the market to sell his eoru and no one
¥ants It because every ore has a sup-
oly, he must realize that he must dls-
oose of that corn av a sacr fice or Loid
t h'mseif, Il cannot expect o man
af the trade to take hs coun when
ey bave no use for It simply as a
speelal  favor to him. "This is not
Juslness, S0 that next year, with that
experlence In mind, ke will eitbher un

derstand the market, put himself Ina
position to kecp p sted, and elther
olant s as to have no surplus, but to
neet the réquiremints of vhe trade

I'hls 's an illus ration of the endi-
don what confronts us in the cotton
market, 1f we expect the world to
o8y us & remunecrative price for our
citlon, we mus! either cary our surplus
ourselves, fix a pr.ce on the amount the
world demands o ralse just so muoel
a3 Js necessary for the consumption of
the vrade, .'There’vre, as a farmers'
organization we call upon ezch man to
exerciis good common business serse,
and If we have produced 10 per cent.
oo mueh, which has ccst a 50 per cent,
reduction In the price, let us 50 regu-
late our next year's crop that we willl
ralse just what Is necessary to meet
the demand at 10 per cent. belo ¥ con-
sumption and realize the 50 per cent.
profit. Last year taught the 50 per
eent. profilt,  Tois year hay very
forcefully taught the 50 percent. loss
It has been sald, and truthfully, that
an agltation of redue!lon of acreaye
means an Increass of uereape, and, act-
log upon the presumption that the
o:her man is truthful and that he 1sa
llar, the firmer pledges himself to re-
duce his acreage, yoes home and in-
creases his acreage in order to reap
the benlfit of the other man’s sacrifloe,
We are not fools any m re, 50 by reso-
lutlons adopted lust night we have ap-
polnted thal there shull be township
organizations, and each man's name
who goes on the list pledges o reduc-
tlon In acreage and in c¢cmmercial
fertilizers that does not 1educe ghall

napplog tried to
ception.
‘We offer this advice as to a redue-

nelghbor does It or not, for this rea-

cost of production and he has curtall-
ed his crop and ralsed his own sup-
plies on the acreage not  planted In
cotton, he has lust less money than
his neighbor, who has Ignored his ad-
vice and rals:d cotton at a loss and
has no supplies to fall back on. Hence,
from every standpolnt, from every
econom!c view, a reduction of the cat-
ton acreage means Increased prosper!
ty to the south and to every individu-
al. ' It .Is needless for us to multiply
words. The wayfaring man, though a
fool cotton farmer, need not err. We
wish to appeal to.gvery farmer slmply
Lo use every eflort in his power to save
the profits that he Is now in posses-
sion of, the cash that he bas realized
from last year's high priced cotton, to
live more economicilly now than he
has evei done before; not to exhaust
his cash surplus, so that.he may have
a fund upon which to fall back In case
of disaster of any kind.
We note with paln the disposition
among our farmers to spend thelr
money for that which I8 not essential,
such as new boggles, flashy harness,
showy appearance, when the old would
have served the same purpose and left,
him his eash, which could have been
uszd In the permanent improvement
of his bome and farm.
In concluslon we are glad to say
that there 18 a concert of actinn
through the cotton belt looking to the
reduction of acreage and the mainten-
ande 0f & femuperacvive price 1n cot-
ton. Texas, Oklahoma, Indian Terri
tory and Georgla wired us last evening
that on the 17th day of December
meetings will be held in avery county
In the States mentloned for the pur-
pose of withholding thelr entton from
the market, and no man in South Car-
olina having cotton for sale need be
afrald to withhold it from the market
for the next 30 or 60 days.
Respectfully submitted,

E. D. Smith, Chm.

F. H. Hyatt.

F. H. Weston.

Alfred Aldrich.

R. P. Stackhouse,

THE SCHOOL MONEY.

Very Large Amount Given Out This
Year by the Dispensary.

The comptroller general last week
sent out to the various counties a
total of 875,000 of dispensary school
money to be distributed on the enroll- |
ment plan. This makes a total of the
year of $276,454.55, In addition to
5,000 for the summer schools. -On
February 10th there was a distribu-
tion of #13,068.74 to the various coun-
tles to supply the deficlency. 'There
was also a distribution &t the same
time of $122,487 81. In May thern
was another distribution of #65,000,
and the sum sent out last week makes
the total glven above. The total dis-
tribution in 1903 was 8150,424 03,
and a cash balance of 805,703 38. This
year the only balance leftt wlll be the
money turned over from now until
January 1, as it is desired to g2t all
of tbe money in the hands «f the
schools at once. The distribution by
counties Is as follows:

Abbeville. . ... . iiiio 8 2,308 81
Alken.. ... A 2,181 B8]
A HdB AN 3 318 42
Bambepgo sy sineali 1,108 28
Barnwell s s o s s an s ey
Baaufort,. . ........ L1 OB TEQR
Berkeloy Sl i sussm w0 v og
Oharieston: ) 2 s s S B 5185
ONBrokee, . v epenernmess: 1,208 46
CueRter. . ....ovevsos Ansa A 2 1N 67
Chesterfield............... 1,105 27
Clarendon.... ............ 1,662 8¢
Colleton........ 1,431 38
Darlingten............ .. 1,672 51
Porehestor. .. i i 004 82
Bigetlold .. ...... (0= 1,643 83
Faltfield o 1,007 12
Florence... ......iuv... 1,662.80
Georgetown .. .......... 1,050 01
Grecuville................ 3,435 88
Greenwiod. o\ ... . .rnene 1,871073
LT pLon sl 1,181 92
O YL 1,484 04
FCATA A Ll L LTI TEL Ui 1,178 26
LoanICas T ar ne e 1,400 35
Laurens. . . 2,040 58
8 K o YO L S e 1,127 42
Lexlngton.... .... ....... 1,062 8¢
Marlon, . .. i von 1,572 45
Marlhoro. . .. 1,430 60
Newberey .. ... ... 1,821 87
Gzonen: St s S P 1S
LUrangeburg........ .. ..., 3,810 32
Blckons s 1,206 37
Ricbland . =¥ 2,168 547
SalidatiTHInLy i e 1,373 25
Spartanburg ............. 4,242 26
SUMEAT . . e L T2
Enlon e, 1,667 64
Villlamburg.. . ....o0e.0e 1,764 48
Yari: oo 2670 Do

Total . i s e 815,000.00

Hoemember This.

The merchants who advertise in
this paper have made extensive prep-
arations for the Corlstmas trade and
the stock from which the cltizens will
seleet I8 80 complete and ample that
there wlll be no cecaslon for sendinyg
clsewhere for gifts. That should be
understood from the start and the
people of this city ought to buy from
the lceal merchants, They will profit
by the transaction, In this connection
the shuppers slionld appreclate the
lmportance of making early purchas
83, They will be able to make better
selections, they will not have to walt
untll the last for the remuoants, and
It will prove a great convenlence to
the merchants. There IS no sense In
walting until the very last moment
when the rush beglos, for it I8 trylog
on the clerks and unsatisfactory to
the shoppers. The citizens, therefore,
should be reasonable and prompt, and
those who delay will be the ones to
suller.

Rev. Dr. Zymmerman, of Balti-
more, asks: ‘" What shall we do with
our old men?” To which the Wash-
ington Post happlly responds: ‘'Adopt
the reelprocity plan and care for them
a8 they cared for us,'

be publisbed in the liat atter May 224
as belng the man who made & promise
and In order to catoh the nefghbor
proflt by his owh de-

tlon in acreage and In eommerlal fer-
tilizers because we belleve, in fact we
koow, that each individual will be
profited who heeds it, whether his

son: If so much cotton be ralsed next
‘| year as to depress the price below the

D YOUR . HOLT.”

¥ il ey

Their-Cotton

 PRICE_ADVANCES.

S
This is t! %‘a\\d_ﬂpa Glven Them by

Uotl_%qi_ﬂng Brown of New
- Opieans and General

- Jirown, of New Orleans the
great cotton king, has issued an ad-
fyhis signature as follows:
- Planters, Merchants and
f the South: Cotton has
declined £b a polnt below the cost of
productio ﬁ Are you going to gell at
present prices, or hold until you can
get the ig’?rkct. value for the balance
of your htjdings? T'he decline I8 un-
warmnwfl,- To be conservative, I
will aa_rt.;:gat the Balnnca-or this crop
should l;kr'(ng at least 10 ¢ents at the
ports, acd, according to my judgment
the only #ay to obtain an advance Is
for the planter to keep his cotton on
his plantition until the actual demand
t to enable buyera to pay

marchafr:@s who are carrying cotton
should nvt force what they have on
the market, but stand firm and de-
mand higher prices, or not sell. .

“The ;banks all over the gouth
should siands by the merchants and
planters{and not force them to sell
thelr cobton at present prices, which
they &'l knoow Is below the cost of
produceipn. These prices mean ruln
totha=fiibh, Tt affcots cyory branoh
of tradeiand the orly--thicg to do is
for every man that is interested in
any mahner, shape or form to stand
togetha

'B‘or‘,}ha sake of argument, admit
the orop is 12,000,0C0 bales (though I
do not belleve It 18), the cousumption
at the 5 brices will be at least 11,-
500,00 bales, and the other 500.000
bales will be a small quantity to go
Into mill reserves. The spinvers of
Amerl:in cotton throughout the
world ghould, at least, add this year
to thelr depleted stocks 500,000 to 1,-
000,060 bales. The visible supply at
the end of the season, in order to pre-
vent ‘squeezes’ and ‘corners' should
be at jéast 1,250,000 bales. Any well
posted’colton man knows that this Is
practically correct, hence I see no
reasomifor the holders of cotton to
get gcived and sell at anything like
present prices.

“'Siice the bureau report was Is
sued o3 Saturday we haveseen a great
manydelegrams from sumeof the very
bests (6Lon merchants scattered over
Uhhs B atii-6o-the effact that they be-
lizved|the estimate was too large. 1
mentlon this to show you that I am
not the only one who thinks the estl-
mate too large. However, it has the
cffect lul‘ putting middling cotton
down 107 1-2 cents in the New Or-
leans tharket.

““The South went broke raislng cot-
ton at;56 1 2 cents, and 6 cents per
pound in 1897-98, and during that
perlod everything was cheap, as well
as cotton, and the cost of raising cot.
ton was small, as compared to the
present orop, which is the most ex-
pensive one ever grown. It would
pay the farmers to sit still and not
market another bale of this crop un-
til he ean got above 10 cents and re-
duce his acreage another season at
least 15 per cent and instead of rals-
ing another bumper crop, raise only
enough to supply the world, The
Iast erop was only 10,000,000 bales,
and it brought more money than ans
crop ever ralsed—much more thao
ihis crop will bring, unless the bal
ance left brings much higher prices
than those rullog today. With cot-
ton at 7 1 2 cents at tiwe ports, eotton
plantations are worth today jast about
half what they were at this time last
year, Now, every man that is inter-
ested In the south, regardiess of the
character of his business, should be
Interested in kecping up the price of
cotton.  Cotton Is one of the fow
things that the world must have, and
the south has & monopoly on the ter-
ritory wherelt ean be prown, yet
they won't take advantage of the sit-
uatlion,

““T'bere are s0 many things that
can be raised in the south profitably,
why not turn your attention to other
things and ralse less cotton? We have
been told that we needed a twelve
milifon bale crop this year. and, now
thit you have raised ono close to that
figure, they say you must sell It at a
plve away price,

‘'Stand together, both morchants,
farmers and bankers, and you will
come out all right, but it you throw
your holdings on the market you may
rest assured that the spinuer will buy
It just as low as he posably ean, and
[ don’t blame him for diing sn. It
lsn’t the spinners of the world at this
time wino are forelng the market
down, It Is the bear speculators
Spinners In every counviy of the
world, with a few exceptions, are
do ng the best business In the history
of the trade. They can afford to pay
from  to 10 cents per pound and
make a good profit at the present
prices goods are bringing. The con
suming world Is in a pusition finacel-
ully to pay higher prices today than
they have beep for a great many
yenrs,

“Low: priced cotton really ought to
be a thing of the past.

‘'A 12,000,000 bale crop is worth 10
centa and that ought to be the lew
price for a great many years to eume,
und 1t rests with tiie producar o say
whether or not he will ralse more than
the requirements of the world and be-
come a pauper, or swhether he wil
ralse & moderate crop another season
and grow rich.

“'But the present moment s the
most  Important one. Hold firm,
stand together and don't give your
cotton awav at oresent prices,"

GEN. BUTLER'S ADVICE.

Gen. Butler, writiog to the Augus-
ta Chronlicle from Woodlawn, S. O,
BOYB:

But: for the fact that'it iz a very
serlous matber to the producersof cot-
ton the recent speculation flurry in
the cotton market would be almost
ludiorous.

Is sutﬂt,‘.l_J 0
the prmrr value for the stuff. "Phe]|

1 find the following statement in
your issue of the 3rd. inst.:

. COTTON MOVEMENT,

New York, Deo. 2.—The following
statistics on the movement of ocotton
for the week ending Deckmber 2 were
complled by the New York exchanga;

'  WEEKLY MOVEMENT. 5

1603 1004
Port recelpts........ 387,467 375,165

Overland to Mills and

Oapada......... . 80,687 51,235
Southern mill takings
(estimated).... ... 67,000 67,000
Galn of stock at in-
! terior towns. . .. .. 47,058 5 086
Brought Into sight L
for the week...... 631,212 488,055
T.TAL CHOF MOVEMENT.
1903 1804
Port receipts......4,607,282 4,018,089
Overland to Mills
and Capada.... 305,33F . 242,334
Southern mill tak-
Ings (estimated) 578,000 6B0,000
Stock at interior
towns In excess
of Sept. 1...... 624,002 413,260
Brougnt {oto sight
thus far for .
the season.. ... 6,115,616 5,266 089

This showa 5 266,689 bales fur 1804
agalnst 6,112,516 bales in slghts same
time for 1903, making a difference of
848,827 bales in favor of 1903. 1

Now It this statement {8 correct and
the-latg report from the Department
of Agricultursshawing this year's crop
to be 12,160,000 baies,- l,% corr ct,
there must be out of slghi™ preapm-
ably In the hands of the farmers, b=
803,361 bales.

Of course my sources of information
are lceal, but we live in a section of
the cotton belt which ia about the
average outside the delta lands of the
west, and It is entlrely within bounds
10 say that cotton is practically all
picked and ginned in this latitude. A
pretty close observation of the cotton
production for the last few years nat-
isfles me that the agricultural de part-
ment report is greatly exaggerated.
The reports from the gins in the cen-
5us bureau is much the most reliable,
and that Is only approximate, as the
farmers are beginning to realize that
ab ut the only persons benefitted by
any of these reports are the bear speoc-
ulators, manipulated by them in such
a mannper as to sult their purposes. 1
am unabled o ses how or where they
benefit the farmers. You may recall
that Mr. Secretary Wilson took Issue
with me as to last year's crop, and
sald that if it did not sell for 7 or 8
cents ''he would present me with a
bat." I suppose he meant a new hat—
He has not yet honored me with the
hat altho' cotton went soaring soon
after his deliverance in ex cathedra
fashlon of his opinion, to 15 and 1 be-
leved at ohe time as high az 16 ana
17,cents. 1 belelved I prefer to take
the distingulshed secretary’s estimate
of the graln crop, as he comes trom
the fHneit grain section in the world.
If there are 6,000,000 bales in the
hands of the farmers it supports the
theory that they are in very sound fi
nancial condltion, a condition thoy
ought not to be frightened out of by
bear speculntion. In other words to
borrow the homely phrase of the old
darky to hi, coon dog In a fight with
a coon to ‘hold his holt until the coon
glves up''—The farmers ought to
"hold their holt” until (to borrow
another phrase from a distinguished
sportsman) they can get ‘'a 8 quare
deal" with the bears.

Yours truly. M. C. BuTLER.
Method Injared Trade,

The Charleston cotton exchange
last week adopted the followlng resolu-
tion and sent a copy to the chiet
statisticlan for manufactures, censuk
bureau:

"R solved, That It 1s the sense of
this exchange that, the census burean
In Issuing the report of cotton glnned
In installments, Instead of in sum to.
tal, as done by sald bureau in previous
years, has been a sarlous detrimant to
the cotton trade thisseason, unsettling
the market values of spot cotton, an:i
creating erroneus impressions as to
the final outcome of the cotton ginned.
And it Is further

“‘Resolved, That the ohief statisti-
clan of esnsus bureau be respsatful-
ly asked and requested to {ssue all fu-
ture reports of the cotton ginned in a
monthly form in Its entirety as was
in his manner of doing same in the
previvus season,

Marrlied Wrong Woman,

Mrs. Elizah Sagners Toy, of O mings-
ville, Ky., filed sult there for divorce
against Joseph Toy, her husband of a
month, charging abandonment. She
also wants 83000 alimony.

Toy, who I3 a wealthy farmer, was
reported engaged to Miss Ella Otils,
when he met Miis Ellzah Sanders at
church., This seemed to be a case o!
love at first slght and a month ago Toy
and Miss Sandera came here and were
married, The palr sat in the buggy
while the ceremony was performed.
Next day Mra. Toy allegea Toy awoke
from a stupor and wanted to know
why she was there and upraided her
bisterly, saylng he thought he was
marrying Miss Ouls. A few days later
Loy dlsappeared, leaving a note and
a 8200 check for his wife, te!ling her
Lo get a divorce. Toy, It is sald, then
went to Misa Ouls’ home and she slip-
ped out of an upstairs window and
Jolned him. It is belleved they have
gone to Oklahoma.

Will Hold Qotton.

A dispatch from Salley says the
farmers of that section held a meeting
Wednesday for the purpose of forming
plans by which they can keep what
cotton they have out of the market
for any length of time, two years if
necessary, There were about 850 of
of the most prominent farmers of this
sectlon present at the meeting, They
are all out of debt and have money
enough ahead to carry on thelr busi-
ness without drawing on thelr cotton
All the farmers at this mesting sign-
ed o pledge not to market any cotton
for less than 10 centa per pound, ~

it ls Needed,

Secretary Wilson says the hens lay
enough eggs Ina month to pay the
interest on the natlonal debt for a
year. Secretary Wilson ought to sup-
port the Loulsville Courler-Journalis
proposition that if we aro to have a
new cabinet portfollo to be called the
Department of Mines, we should also
have one to be oalled the Department
of Henas,

s

———

Bratisti Oon

.“. Th'mo

In the annual repirt of Joseph L.
Bristow, fourth asslstant postmaster
general, made public Tuesday, some
Intereating faots about the postofues
of Bouth Oarolina were made public;
The report 18 for the fiscal year which
ended June 30, 1004. =

Thers are forty-four presidential
postoffices in South Carolina, two of
which are first class, Charleston and
Columbia; nine second-olass, and
thirty-three third class. Slnce June
30, 1803, there has becn an increase
ot five presidential postoMees. Ander-
son and Rock Hill were promoted to
presidential offices during the year,
the furmer with fcur carriers and the
Iatter with three. =

Bouth Carollna bas 1,119 fourth-
olass pnstofBces, and in this respeot
ranks twenty-one among the states
la number of fourth-class postoffces,
The average annual salary of the
fourth class postmaster in Scuth
Carvlina s 8151.70. The toal re-
ceipts of all the offices, presidential
and fourth-class, was $684,434. 50,
The aver ga amount, expended per
capita Iu use of the malls was 48
cents, making the state rank last in
the st of states. |

Io the last flscal year ninety-three
new rural free delivery routes were
eatabllshed in South Carolina. Up to
that time there had been 238 rout-s
in operation, making the=total at the
close of the year 331. The pos'office
dgpartmnnt. made 183 adverse reports
0f applications from fariiers-in South
Carolina, It will be seen that the ad-
verse reports almostdoubled the nom-
ber of routes established. In most of
«he other states the number of routes
eatablished exceeded the number of
adverse reports/ s "% wou'd appear
that S8outh Caroiina nad heen discrim-

uot in fit condition to warrart the cs-

8OUTH CABOLINA POSTOFFICES |

Bome Very iﬁt&uﬁlng I-"ut.- and |
Lerice s Jct. oy

inated against, or else the rouds were | &

Thoy Say They _fnil_'éd_-n;r' .
canse Ho '_W'oﬁld__-n_ot__ .M.In'!r
Them to Attend a Funs:
ral/Borvige, T
Mr. Rod. G. Story, a highly re-
speoted genfleman of Thomion, @a
was brutally murdered two mi _
north of that place on Thuraday.
The following particulars of the mur-"
der w& fake from the Augusta Ohron-
lole: _ i RS YS R
“Mr. Story bad been bothored foe :
soxe iime by having parties stealcov- |
ton from some of his tenants, and he .
left his home shortly atter dinnex:  °
Thuraday evenirg and ‘went overta .
Investigate the matter, and lg is
thoug't that a fuss arose betwgen .
Bim £ 4 the partles who were acoused .
of the stealing, Whlle returning
home he was waylald and knookedon -
the head with'an axe, three terrlble = '
wounds baving been made on the ©
back of his head;"orushing {n the skull
and causing the bralns™ to ooza out.
After the murderer or murderers had -
‘killed Mr. Story they took his body -
and threw it Into a canebraks aboud -
20 feet from where the orime wascom-
Mr. Btory falling to return home
Thursday night, his wife ' :
easy and gavs thealarm,
PArty was orfie =t

tablishment of the route deslred.

c¢.unty. The Anderson countas
vice was established in 1901 .8
there are thirty-seven Pty o
county alone. Almodt every =
lo the ¢)unty 18 reached bya r
free delivery scarrler. Durlng th
year the 331 carrlers in S8outh Carolina
delivored 7,097,357 pieces of mall, and
papers constituted over one-halt of
the total. The benefielarles of the
rural routes received 4,361,490 papers
during the twelve months, R:gla-
tered letters delivered numbered
4,645; letters, 1,948,163; postals, 454,-
645; clroulars, 945,837, and packages,
282,668. The total number of piecea
collected to be malled waa 1,632,161,
most of which were letters. The
value of stamps cauceled by the car-
riers was 829,058,560,
The silarles of carriers are bassd
upon the length of the route which
they serve. The highest salary Is paid
to carriers who have twenty-four
miles or longer. They recsive 8720 per
annum. Carriers whose routes are from
eight to ten miles long get 8432 a
year. Last year the postoffize depart-
ment pald tc the carrlers in Eouth
Oarolina the sum of 8168,769.99, the
averagesalary being 849,52 per month,
or 8504 24 per year,

Almed at the Bouth.
Senator Platt, of New York, intro-
duced the first bill in congrasa this ses-
slon for the reduction of Southern rep-
resentation In  congress. Senator
Platt’s blll did not follow the usual
line of calling for reduction of the rep-
resentation of those states which have
violated the provislons of the four-
teenth amendment, but was directly
at: the Bouth, designating the states.
[f the bill should pass the South would
losse nineteen members In congress.
The following states would be affected
with the loss of congressmen: Virgin-
ia, two; North Oarolina, two; South
Carolina, two; Georgia, two; Florida,
two; Alabama, two; Mississippl, two;
Loulslana, two; Texas, one; Arkansas,
two; Tennessee, two.

Must be Malntalned.

Congressman T. W. Hardwlek, of
the Tenth Georgia District, a few
days ago wrote a letter to Senator A,
U. Bacon, of Georiria, ssking his views
un the present politital situstion, San-
ator Bacon replies at leugth. TEe 8en-
ator seys there is an effort to Repub.
lleanize the South. He declares that
white supremacy must be maintalned
in the South and everywhere; that
tha prosperity of the South is due to
white supremacy. He advocates the
rapeel of the flfteenth amendment and
Insists that unless that shall be done
the people of the South wlil be forced
to malintaln thelr pasitlon of white
SUPremacy.

[ Lot It Alone. |

Gov. Heyward bas written wisely
and well to the seoretary of the Na

tional Child Liabor Ass)oclation in dis-

approval of the agitation that is being
madse for further legislation in South
Carolina against employment of ghil-
dren in the mills, Toe movems=nt i5
for a fu:ther restr'etion upon the em-
ploymeant of children. Thne law now
puts the age minimun at twelve years
for employees In the mills and 1t I8
proposed that this be ralseil to f,ur-
teen years, Gov. Heyward points out
that the law I8 working to the satis-
faotion of everybody and there I8 no
good to come of a further agitation at
this time. The Governor Is entirely
right.

No Wator for Stook.

Drought In Oentral Kentucky 1is
the worst in the history of the State.
Paature lands that have been In grass
for twenty yeara will bave to be re-
sowed, even the roota belng parched.
Creeks, ponds and wells are drylng up
and stock s cut down to one drink of
water In twenty-four hours In many
seotions, Railroads and farmers are
buying water at clty water works and
hauling 1t miles. The Lexington|res-
ervoir is praciloally Inexhaustible and
affords the only hopa about Lexing-
ton. 7The big Blue Grass gtook farms
are In dire straits. Wheatis ralned In
some places.

Trnay make short work with negroes
out in Reno, Nevado. A dlspatch
from tiat olty says the chlef of police
has ordered all the negroes to leave
the town within 24 hours. They are
leaving by every train. The aotion
I8 the result of a number of depreda
tlons committed by negrces In Reno
during the last few weeks,

South Carolina has one county serg
vics, which I8 tobe found in Anderpdis:

that he and 1%
had a fuss and
shot'him. BSo far O
show any gunshot or
wounds, but:a more thorough ex#
tion will be made Monday morring<g
Mr, Btory, the deceased, was 47 years
of age, and leaves n wife and several
chilaren t) mourn his sad death.

The mystery aurrounding the mur-
der was solved Saturday when twone-
groes, Guy Reld and John Batler, on*
fessed to the crlme. The
worked on Mr. Story’s plantat '
Wudnesday afternpon tfoy we '

go to a funeral, but were refur
mission by Mr, Story, whe

them back to the cotton fielc. .
cotton. Mr. Story stayed arc '\ o .
woods nearby the cotton fislds tc sae
that the negroes went to work. They,
liowever, left thelr work cnd started
towards town and came upon Mr,.
Story, who had been watching them.
Mr, Story asked them: ‘‘Hello, boys;
where are you going?'' Then Butler
immediately drew his pistol and shob
Mr. Story in the face. Btory turned

[0 run to escape the negroes, as he
had no weapon to desfend himself
with, The neyroes pursued the wound-

ed man and overtook Lim and with an
axe crushed his skull, The negroes, to
hide their crime, immediately hid the
pody in the canebrakes, where it was
found. A special court has already
been held and the murderers sentenc-

ed t0 be hung on Decamber 27th.

Wil Have 1t

We have sean It stated that slace
Oherokee County voted out the dis-
pensary that a jug lins has been
established between Gaffney and
Blacksburg and Obarlotte. It Is sald
that in one day over ome hundred
jugs were put off an express train at
Guifney, Thois is not all, The Spar-
tanburg Journal says *‘the cit z2ns of
Cherokes county, when they voted
the dispeniaries. in Gaffaey out of
buslness, struck a tlow that will have
a most beneficial effect on the dispan.
sarles in Spartanburg, for, as a result
of the aotlon of the paople of Oherg-
kee, the business of the luocal dispan- -
saries has Increased wonderfully. The
pe ple in Gaffney are no different
frvm those In other countles in the
state. There- are those who will
drink whlskey, and Spaitanburg be-
Inj aooessible to the oltizans of Gafl.
ney and Cherokee, and a most delight-
ful plaece to visit, they will naturally
come here when they want booze to
satl.fy thelr thirst, lucal dispenser
has bzen quoted as saying that sinca
the people of Gaffney voted out the
dispensaries that the sales of his dia-
pensary were 4100 more per week than
they were before the dispensariea
were voted on in Cherokee. He sald
he expacted a still greater increass in
bis buslness. Hundreds of people
from Cuoerokes county vislt Spartan-
burg every week and It Is an easy
matter for these who vislt the oltyjto
purchase whiskey, not only for them-
selves, but fur their friends.”

Belleved To Be Lost,

The three maated schooner Willism
Churchill, which aalled from Boaton.
Mass., November 7 from Wilralogton,
N, 0., has not yet arrived at her des-
sination, and the owners belleve that
the vessel has been lost. The trip
should have been completed in from
10 to 15 days and the Churchill has
now been out 33 days. Oapt Jossen
was in command and shipped a crew
of elght men, all forelgners, from
Boston.

Mr, Jos. W. Stewart hns resigned
his position as travaling passenger
agent of the Seaboard Alr Line, with
headquarters In Cvlumbia, to become
business manager of tne Columbla
Dally Record. Mr, Stewarl has been
with the Beaboard several years, hold.
ing importany positiona in  Columbia
and Ssvanngh. He has been uniform-
ly suoccesstul as a rallroad ofolal, and
we feol sure that he will be equally as
sucoessful 1o the newspaper busincas,
whioh we belleve was hia firat love,
We congratulate the Record on se-
ouring the valuable serviocescf Mr,

\_smqm. but what will $he Alrling do,




