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Just Received a Shipment of Boots ;

.Gray, Mahogany with light uppers, black, etc,
Xmas is fast drawing near you could make no better
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We can fit you and your friends, and as
choice than a pair of C. P. Ford Boots
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The Line of Clothes

handle make a

man stand out from

crowd. Our suits

have “snap” of their

style and fit that clear-
ly stamps the wearer

with that well-dressed

mark of success.

ANTICIPATE

Your wants m this season
of high prices

Use judgment by making a se-
lection of steadfast shoes. .,

Shirts

~and

We ask pou to remember that we always 29
f have your size and style inE. & W. Shirts 23
and Collars. Try us and see. Collars 20
' cents each or two for 35 cents. E.&W.

Shirts and Collars are worn by men who
realize that appearance is the bestindex{ 4
to one’s standing in life. -
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We have a large line of Christmas goods, and are in a position S
to furnish Xmas Boxes, Ribbon, Cards, Etc. Come see them. 4

H.C.FOLK,
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Télephone

Bamberg, D.

'VENICE WELL PROTECTED.

MILES OF MARSH KEEP HUNS
FROM “QUEEN OF SEA."

Many Peasants Homeless, but th®
Sacrifice Has Been Worth .
All the Trouble.

Countless square miles of desolate
marsh lands, interspersed: and cut
jnto numberless islands by sluggish
is,goons and .la.nd inundated to the
depth of several feet, line after line
6: stationary batteries of guns three
to fifteen inches in calibre and deep,
muddy trenches filled with men de-
termined that the enemy shall not
advance any further—such are the
jmpressive and apparently wellnigh
-anassailable defenses of Venice.

The character of the warfare all
along ithe lower Piave line and par-
ticularly the methods employed to
defend the queen of the seas from
the Austro-German invasion un-
doubtedly are unigue even in this
war of novelties. Nature has plac-
ed a barrier in the path of the in-
wader apparently more insurmount-
able even than the mountains across
which the enemy has fought his way,
and these natural obstacles have been
ifortified as probably no other place
in Europe.

Perfect Camouflage.

Human ingenuity has outdone itself
to provide floating fortresses armed
with huge guns which, camoufiaged
ang concealed cunningly from point
to point, never offering a mark for
the invaders and yet always able to
bombard the enemy at he. attempts
nightly to build pontoon bridges
across the river Piave.

Skilled engineers have ferreted out
every bit of solid mainland in the
vast swampy area north of Venice
where batteries, large and small, ac-
cording to the distance from the
Austrian lines, have been established.
They never relax their vigilance. The
same engineers have cut away the
dikes that formerly controlled the
water to irrigate the fertile Italian
plains, creating a vast lake.

Homeless Peasants.
The inundation has made a thou-

sand peasants homeless, but it pre-|

sents an almost insurmountable
barrier to
from its scores of vantage points and
frustrates every attempt of
Austrians to steal across unnoticed.
Finally in addition to the foremost

infantry lines in the inundated sec-

tion large and small batteries are
scattered everywhere and floating
monitors constantly are on patrol.
They trip .through the defense sys-
tem of Venice and along the lower
Piave, which the correspondent made
beginping at Venice from which city
a speedy naval motor boat ploughed
its way at sunrise into the confusing
maze of canals. '

Vurtually all signs of life were left
behind as the boat worked its way
into the narrow channels. Even the
customary, animal life of any wilder-
ness seemed to be lacking except for
a few ducks. i

Suddenly the press boat almost col-
lided with a greyish steel bulk, The
vessel bearing a huge gun had suc-
cessfully thrown shells to the Piave
river and many times had defeated
the effort of the Austrians to com-
plete a pontoon bridge to the sou-

] .

thern shore. : .

Steal Away at Night.

In case enemy airplanes were seen
during the day the monitor was pre-
pared to steam away at nightfall to
some other spot where the Austrian
shells would be unable to reach it,
but from which point it could con-
tinue its work of destruction.

The monitor was only the first of
a series. Other lighter guns and
crafts were lying in reserve ready

\at a moment's notice to slip through

the winding channels to some point
nearer to the eremy. The armament
of the monitors generally decreased
in size as the press boat approached
more closely to the front lines.

Inundated Area.

The artificial waterway runs
almost due east and west from Porto
Grandi to the ocean, while the new
Piave, several miles to the north,
flows eastward to the sea. The area
between this water way, composed of
Sile canal and the old Piave and the
course of the new Piave which nor-
mally is fertile and productive, is
that which has been inundated, and
as far as the eye can see the trees,
houses, and farms are standing in
about four feet of water. Some
peasants, whose homes abut on the
canal, still occupy them, using boats
to reach the canal bank.

The Austrians have occupied the
Piave. The main bqdy of the troops.

the Austrian artillery however, had been unable to cross
| over because of the activity of the
the | monitors and stationary
{and they are unable to inflict any

serious damage because they are too
far away from Venice for their big

batteries,

guns to be ‘effective.

At Capo Silo the correspondent
temporarily left the naval escort for
a military escort, so as to inspect
the infantry positions, which were
indescribably muddy and bleak.

They bisect the ruins of the towns,
the houses of which have been de-
stroyed by the Austrian artillery.
The infantry men were cheerful and
disreguardful of the discomforts,
and were busy bettering these condi-
tions, notwithstanding the unceasing
whine of Austrian shells.

Later the press boat again plough-
ed through seemingly endless mazes
of canals meeting with monitors, new
and cunningly. located batteries,
which as the afternoon approached,
began to get into activity, especially
against airplanes that were circling
about. The canals and lagoons were
resounding with the explosions of
shells of all calibres as the corre-
spondents’ boat steamed off to the
huge shore batteries that gave the
final touch to the defenses of Venice.
The guns here made,even those on
the biggest monitors look like play-
things.

To make the trip complete the cor-
respondents were treated to a glimpse
of the British monitors which were
in operation in union with those of
the Italians. The sunset had tinged
the waters of Venice to the appear-
ance of a sea of blood as the press
boat steamed back into what prob-
ably is the best protected city so far

threatened by the war.
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MONEY TO DEFEND TRIMBLE.

House Sets Aside Fund to Combat
Suit of Prioleau.

Washington, Dec. 16.—Aaron Prio-
leau, the South Carolina negro who
has caused so much trouble in the
lower congressional districts of the
State by making unsuccessful efforts
for the last 15 yvears to get into con-
gress and by urging for many years
that other negroes do likewise, is still
making trouble in Washington. About
two weeks ago he filed suit against
South Trimble, clerk of the house, for
$20,000 alleged damages, claiming
that Trimble did not file his last con-
test papers and now the house has
just appropriated $500 for counsel
fees to defend Trimble. Prioleau
seems to be obsessed with the idea
that the First district place is his
and that Congressman Whaley holds
it illegally as he thinks George Le-
gare did, who was in the house before
Mr. Whaley.

Like Father, Like Son

They both like the Perfection Oil
Heater. It makes them forget in ajiffy
how cold it is outside. In five minutes
the Perfection makes the chilliest room
comfortable. It’s easily carried upstairs
or down, wherever extra warmth is
needed. Economical to buy and to use;
durable and trouble-proof. '

Now used in over 3,000,000 homes.

Aladdin Security Oil as fuel gives best £
results—eight hours of comfort per J

gallon.

STANDARD OIL COMPANY

(New Jersey)
BALTIMORE "
Washington D.C. MD. - Charlotte, N. C.
Norfolk, Va. Charleston, W. V.
nd, Vi Charleston, S. G,

Whenever You Need a General Toaic | s
Take Grove's. ‘What iS LAX"FOS
The Old Standard Grove’s Tasteless LAX-FOS IS AN IMPROVED CASCARA
| chill Tonic is equally valuable as a| A Digestive Liquid Laxative, Cathartic
 General Tonic because it contains the | and Liver Tonic. Contains Cascara Bark,
- well known tonic properties of QUININE | Blue Flag Root, Rhubarb Root, Black
and IRON. It acts on the Liver, Drives | Root, May Apple Root, Sennaleaves and
out Malaria, Enriches the Blood end | Pepsin. Combines strength with pala-

A. B. UTSEY

LIFE INSURANCE

Bamberg, South Carolina

Builds up the Whole System. 60 cents. | table agomatic taste. Does not gripe. 0c
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