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A MEXICAN CHRISTMAS.

How the People of Mexico Celebrate

the Yuletide.
X “The people of Mexico have a
2 grand celebration every year, begin-

B ning December 16, says a writer in
X the December Woman's Home Com-
panion, ‘“‘and continuing until after
New Year’s. Every night they have
jolly family parties and feasts; a few
gifts are given out each evening. But
they have no stocking hanging, no
nivthical Santa Claus and no Christ-
mas tree. Their substitute for the
latter is the pinata—which-would be
a popular novelty if introduced to
American homes.

“These pinatas are queer figures
about four feet tall, which dangle by
the neck or head irom a rod six feet
-long. They are made of papér over
a fragile oblong jar, which forms
their body and holds the Christmas
gifts. Some look like huge paper
dolls in holiday array; there are
queer animals, crazy clowns, gorgeous
dancing girls, etc., all decidedly fat
in body and decldedlw flat in the ex-
tremities. '

“Early in December, street cor-
ners and squares are crowded with
venders who offer these grotesque
°. tinseled creations at whatever price
- . they can get from passersby. People
of all classes haggle over the amount,
and then carry them jauntily—and
very carefully—home on their shoul-
ders.”
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The Story of Fire.

-Today the world in which we live
is a ventable paradise, to which each |
day’s advance brings a new develop—
.. ment for our betterment, education'
‘and comfort; it might seem we were
becommg too civilized 'as compared
‘to our rugged and uncultured for-
__bears, who lived and prospered- with-
" out the luxuries we have come to

- peed. One of man’s earliest and most
important discoveries was fire, the
“ story o fthe finding, the gaining of
. “knowledge and the preservation of

" which is uniquely shown by a collec-
tion of objects and implements assem-
bled and arranged by the National
,-Museum and now on dlsplay in the
. Smithsonian exhibit at the Panama-
. Pacific International exposition, -in
; San Francisco.

" To appreciate the true value of fire
3 to the world it is necessary to im-

‘agine an existence without fire, and
light and heat, its accompanying fea-
- tures, as well as the industries, arts
"~ and sciences dependent thereon. We
“ would at'once drop back to the stone
:‘age in our daily occupations .and so-
. cial life; our houses would be unlit
“ at night, our food uncooked, our
_ eommunication with the rest of the
-world would be broken, and only by
- foot or on the back of domesticated
,'-_-anlmals could we journey abroad.
2 Not only this, but we would be unable
’to renew our existing stock of tools,
‘ apparatus, supplies and everything
made or fashioned By the assistance’
‘of heat, and thus we would be car-
~ ried back to the early days of the'
s Woer by the loss of fire alone.

. . No one really knows just how prnn-
"*j,tnre man came to discover fire and
utilize it; but at. some far distant
. period he certainly found that fire ex-
“isted in nature, derived from the vol-'
. cano, lightning or friction, thoughj|

_for a long time. He may have come
to know that it could be transported
- -or .transferred through having seen
! red-hot volcapic rock ignite dry
grass, leaves or wood, or possibly by
" having seen the lightning strike and
~set fire to a tree. He may even have
+° -secured a light, as it were from one
" “of these sources anid carefully pre-
- served it for years by keeping some-
¢+ thing constantly burning. It became
- “'invaluable to him, since it cooked l:us

. food and kept him warm, as well as
"~ gave him light at night. But it was’
at least a long time before he realiz-

2 ed that he ~could himself create or|
. ‘make fire by rubbing two dry sticks'

together. Once dlscovered this pro-|

flint and pyrites together syarks capa-

Somewhat later, in the iron)age, flint
- and ‘steel were substituted, a common
“method employed in fire-making un-

til late in the seventeenth century.
© A little later there came chemical in-
" yentions which eventually gave way
to matches.

"The use of fire also marks the be-
b ginning of artificial illumination, de-
it : veloped successively through the bon-
o fire, torch, lamps‘and candles, to the
gas and electric lights of today. To
fire as well the beginnings of metal-
lurgy, ceramics and other arts which
have attained a high degree of per-
fection in this century owe their ori-
gin. '

The specimens exhibited by the
United States National Museum show
the implements used in making fire
by the friction of wood, percussion of
minerals, compression of air, focus-
ing the sun’s rays, and through chem-
istry, and terminate with the electric
lighter. The series itself is preceded
by three drawings; the first illustrat-
ing voleanic action, the hot lava set-
ting fire to a forest, the second shows
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ROBBERY AT WILLISTON.

$800 in Jewelry Taken, Most of
Which is Recovered.

Williston, Dee. 5.—Dr. J. L.
Smith’s drug store was broken into
and robbed some time Friday night.
It was found when the store was
opened Saturday that the thief had
forced an entrance through the rear

worth of jewelry. The police were
immediately notified and they looked
carefully over the ground for a possi-
ble clue. While they were still busy
trying to locate the thief some one
came in from the country.and re-
ported seeing a man about half-way
between Williston and Windsor,
walking on the railroad; also report-
ed that he had a grip. Dr. Smith got
a constable to go with him and they
soon overtook the suspect and
brough to light all the missing jew-
elry but two diamond rings, which
have not yvet been recovered.

The suspect proved to be a hanger-
on with a (carnival company, which
was 'in town last week.

a forest fire ignited by the nghtmng,
while the third illustrates the primi-
tive campfire, and the method of con-
veying fire from one ca.fnp to another.
The first two being presumptive nat-
ural sources from which man may
have obtained fire before he knew a
manner for kindling it himself.
The progressive steps of man’s ac-
quaintance with fire are three: The
knowledge of fire, the means of util-
izing it, and the means of preserving

. .he seems to have made no use of it

|popular for many vears.

ble of igniting tinder might be struck. |

it. The last step, which is one of.
the most important in the history of
man’s development, is fully illustrat-
ed by the series of different appara-
tus and materials. Many improve-
ments have followed the first steps
in man’s progress, and each method
hsa. been subject to various modifica-
tions by different peoples. What was
probably the first method, that of
rubbing two sticks together with the
hands, was improved by reciprocating
motion effeets; the twirling of one
stick held vertically between the
palms and resting on a second lying
horizontally on the ground, then by
the addition of a bow and socket, fol-
lowed by the weighted stick as in
the pump drill, and finally the ma-
. chine with cog wheels and crank as
employed in Soudan., The Indians of
the two -Americas, Somahs Kaffirs,
-Veddahs, and Australians, were gen-
erally exponents of the simple two-
stick method. The four-piece appar-
atus was used by the Eskimo, Hin-
doos, Dyaks, and some Athapascan
tribes, and the weighted drill was
employed by the Iroquois and the
Chukehis.
The second method is that of saw-
ing, and the apparatus comprised a
thin strip of bamboo which was drawn

door and made off with about $800 |
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FVERYTHING FOR THE HOLSEHOLD.

7] E can furnish your new home or make an old one look
w like new with complete parlor, dining room and bed-

S
room sets; also carpets, rugs and crockery. Bufiets

in various woods, plain and fancy tables, round or square
topped. Carpet sweepers that really sweep. OQur prices will
bear comparison with those of any other dealer.

’Reliable_é‘_ ervice H erg_!

G. O. SSIMMONS

Bamberg, S. C.

The Hardware and Furniture Man

edgewise across a section of the same!:
wood, in which a corresponding!
groove had been cut across the grain,!
the sparks:created falling through!
the groove' upon some inflammable'
substance lying beneath,the large sec- :
tion.
dramnv a thong of rattan across a
stlck in which a longitudinal slot had
been cut partway through, the sparks
lighting some tinder placed in the’
slot. These methods were used by
the Malays and Burmese, as well as'
some other races. ’ i

Fire v.as also made by plomng,.
that is, a thin piece of wood was fore-,
ed along a narrow slot.cut !ength-’
wise in a large piece until the fI’l(‘thIl
ignited the tinder. - This system was |
evolved by the Polynesians, the Aus—_._
tralians and the Papuans. E

Another and more advanced sys-!
tem, of stricking fire was by percus-:
sion, first employed through the use:
of flint and iron pyrites, or stone con-.
taining iron, by the Eskimo -and?
Northern Indians, and later supersed- |
ed by flint and steel, a custom which '
became quite general, and remained

The collections of the museum.!
which include several examples of’
different forms of apparatus under!

 cess alone was used for, centunes be-;the above subdivisions, are supple-
fore it was found that by l\nocl\mg'

mented by examples of more recent .
idevices. One is a tinder pistol, an
English adaption of the flint and
steel in a gunlock, which threw
sparks on some tinder. What was
known as a fire piston was made by
the Siamese and Malayvs. This com-
prised a cylinder of wood with a
closely fitting wooden piston, a smart
thrust of which kindled tinder within
the cylinder. A lens for focusing the
sunlight on tinder is shown as an ex-i
ample of a method first employed by
the early Greeks for kindling a fire. |

Other apparatus includes what was| @
known in Germany in 1824 as a hy-,

drogen lamp, the hydrogen being de--

rived from the action of acid on zing, |
was made to play on spongy plati-
num, thus causing it to glow; a match
light box of about 1809, from Vien-;
na, consisting of a bottle of sulphuric |
acid into which splints tipped with
chlorate of potash and sugar were;
dipped, and matches of sulphur and|
phosphorous, as well as an electric|
gas lighter. The latter exhibits bring |
the series up-to-date and cover in a'
general way the development of fire,
making from the earliest days to.
modern times. (

This was also accomplished by :.

The Fireside That
Comes With You

7/ OU needn’t have a cold
room, a cold corner in
your house, 2r a chilly
moment in the day—if you
‘havea PERFECTIONSMOKE- ' [

LESS O1L HEATER.

Just take it wherever the extra heat
; is needed. In five minutes it
R changes chills to cheery warmth.
It's no trouble and it’s very little
expense—ten hours of comfort on
a single gallon of kerosene. Why
start a big coal fire when' a little
oil heater will do?
The Perfection is smokeless, odor-
less and absolutely safe.
Use Aladdin Security Oil or Diamond -
White Oil to obtain best results in Oil
Stoves, Lamps and Heaters. | -

STANDARD OIL COMPANY

(New J. rsey)
. . BALTIMORE e
D.C - Charlotte,
g::f?:llllt,a%- Charleston, W. Va.
Richmond, Va. Charleston, S. C.

Look for the Triangle . °
Trademark.

Sold in many styles and
sizes at all hardware and .
general stores.

Highest award Panama-Pacific Expesitien

S. T1. Whitney Co.
Cotton Factors
AUGUSTA, GA.

ESTABLISHED 1868

Correspondence Invited
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A few dollars is freque‘ntly sufficient
to take advantage of an opportunity

which may mean your fortune.

- We are always ready to advise our
customers regarding a contemplated in-
vestment as we are in a better position'
to pass judgment on its security than a
single individual. At least our opinion
Bring your money.
problems to us. Be ready for an oppor-
tunity. Open a Bank account with One

will be helpful.

dollar or more today.
4 per cent Interest Paid on Savings Deposits

y i
2 the Bank add

to it, and in
-~ time, it WI"

’Phone 96=L

In buymg your Giroceries there
‘are - two thmgs to consider

UUALITY AND PRIGE

Both are gnnrantoed by this store. -
We handle only 't'he best—groceries
that are fit for any table—and the

price is just as low as good groceries
can be sold for. In addition to quali-

ty and price, we give you
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THE BEST SEHVIGE
J. 1. BRABHAM, JR

“The Live Wire Grocer.”

NET RESULT!

Make OUR bank YOUR bank

We pay 4 per cent. interest, com-
pounded quarterly on savings depsits

EHRHARDT, S. C.
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PEOPLES BANK }

Bamberg, - - - - -  " SOUtl'l Caﬂ?‘?ﬂ%_ji
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When the year has nearly rolled arcund what a
satisfaction it is to have for your months of labor a
The man who BANKS his money

and has his money safe not only enjoys the feeling of -
independence but spurs himself on to GREATER work.
We offer the services and safety of our bank to
those who have not banked with us.
“those who have made our bank their bank.

We refer them to

Farmers & Merchants Bank




