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' PULPIT. I
A BRILLIANT SUNDAY SERMON BY

THE REV. D. H. OVERTON.
\

Subject: God's Obligation to Man.

Brooklyn, N. Y..The Rev. DanielH. Overton, pastor of Greene AveAnuc Reformed Church, preached Sundaynight in the Bushwick Avenue
Reformed Church at the union serviceswith His own congregation.
The subject was, "God's Obligation

Man." The text was from II. '

':mothy,i: 9: "Who saved us, and called
us with a holy calling, n^t according
to His own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Jesus Christ bt ore
times eternal, but hath now been
manifested by the appearing of our
Saviour Jesus Christ." Mr. Overtonsaid:

There is the law of God and there
Is the gospel of God. Often have I
Bpoken of the law of God, now I
would speak of the gospel of law.
The law of Goc may be defined as

uat which .xpvs -d man's obliga*tion to God, and the gospel of God
as that which expresses God's obligationto man. The Old Testament and
the New T.rtament unite in this,
that they give not only the law of
God, but the gospel of God. It is
this fact that makes the Hebrew religionand the Christian religion differentfrom all the other religions
of the world. Many other religions
give directly or indirectly the law of

* God, but nor- of them gives the gospelof God ?- thus defined as the
obligation of God to man. The go*.s

" of the heathen nations round a_out
the Hebrew nation were of suca a

nature that they must oe appeared
and pleased ty worship and sacrifice
on thp part of man or they would
torment and crush man. The lav
of the gods must be obeyed, but only
that man might escape the punishmentof the gods, and not from any
particular love of man for the gods.

It is strange how this heathen conceptionof the gods has crept into the
thought of so many about the
a-*. 1*>«. Ua faa 4 r»
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the thought of many, is a God
that must be appeased and pleased

' by worship and sacrifice or He

f
will punish and torment and
crush men. Men must obey the laws

^ of God or perish by them. This is,
of course, true as far as it goes. "Tue
soul that sinneth, it shall die." Men
nannot sin with impunity. Man is

: responsible to God, and under obli.gaticns to Hinuto keep His law and do
HiswilL Wemustneverforget this, nor
get far away from this in our thought
of God. But we must not stop with

'

this thought. If we do we will have
only a partial view of God.we will
have only a heathen god.

. And if we have only r. partial God
or a heathen god, then .e shall Lave
xmly a partial or a heathen religion.
.If fear is our only motive in religion
.or worship, then our religion and
worship w^ll be for the purpose of
escaping the wrath of an angry God,
and it will-find expression in. our

attempts to appease and please
an angry God by propitiations and
atonements, and sacrifices, and
servile obedience to His laws. We

* must rise above fear, and even above
the thoughts of future rewards; to
love, and to the thought of loving,

- loyal service, and present rewards
v;in doing something to hasten the
coming of God's kingdom upon the'
earth. We must rise above tne obligationof man to God, as expressed
by law, and think of the obligation
of God to man as expressed by
-love and the gospel of love. We
must think of the gospel cf God

well as of th' law of God. This
will not belittle our respect fcr the
law of God, nor in any way lower
our sense of obligation to Him.

Daniel Webster, when asked what
> was th- greatest '.bought that ever

entered his mind, replied, you remember,that it was the thought of
man's responsibility to God. That
certainly is a great thought, and yet
the one I bring you to-day is greater.
God's obligation to man is, I believe,
the greatest thought that can enter
the mind of mer.

This thought of God's obligation to
man is newfcr than the thought of
man's obligation to God. It may
be new to many of you who are L:re
to-day. There are some, I expect,
who will den. that God is under any
obligation to msn whatsoever, and
some of you may be among that number,but I believe that the thought Is
true, even if it is new, and that is
why I proclaim it to you to-day.

God's obligation to man is the great
gospel of God to man. The gospel is
good new?, and what bc.ter news is
there in all the world for man than
this.that God, the God of infinite
love and Fatherhood, is under ob4ligations to him? Let us see if this
is a fact, and if we find it so, let tnat
fact rest in our minds and bless our

lives evermore.
First, look at our human relationshipsfor proof of the fact. Children

have obligations to their parents,
but parents have obligations to their
children also. My boys are under
obligations to me, but I am under
obligations to my boys rlso. Why?
Because I am their father, with a

father's heart and a father's interest.I cannot leave them to perish
until all my fatherly resources are
exhausted for their good. So God,
by becoming the Fattier of the nu-
man family, has placed Himself un-

tier obligation to the \*hole human
family. The very meaning of the
word religion implies this. Religion,
true religion, is that which binds a

man to God in right relationship. <

Which is it that binds a man closest
to God? Is it man's obligation to
God, or is it God's obligation to man?
I believe it is the latter. Close as the
law may bind man to God, love binds
him yet closer.

Now, all true human relation-
ships involve obligations on both
sides, and from both parties to
the relationship. God has always
acknowledged His obligation to 1

man, even if man has not always
acknowledged his obligation to God.
What is a covenant but- an obligationon the part of two or more people?God has made many coyenants <'

with individuals and with His chosen
people. He made covenants with
Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, i
Mobe~, Elijah, Elisha, David and '

with many other? that we might mention.He made covenants with the
nation of Israel and or J"dah again
and again. These covenants implied
the obligation of God to man, as well
as man's obligation to God, else they
would not have been covenants, but
simply laws. These covenants are the
gospel of the Old Testament and of
the Hebrew religion. This gospel
of God's obligation to man unites the
Old and New Testaments as one book
and as the book of one true religion,
and the revelation of one great gospel,the gospel of God as a
covenant making and a covenant
keeping God, loving man and
doing all that infinite love can
do for man's salvation. Says Dr.
Abbott: "The Old Testament is the
gospel of the obligation of God to
man in the bud; the New Testament
is the gospel of God's obligation to
man in the flower."

There ir no doubt, I think, about
the fact of God's obligation to man.
It is really the central fact of the Old
and New Testament alike. It is the
very gospel of God in His great book
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interpret that book aright!
But before we boast of that gospel,or pride ourselves that God is

under obligations to us, let us seek
to know the ground or that obligation.Let us know that we have not
put God under an;- obligation to us

by anything we have done. "Not
according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace," Paul
says in the text. It is therefore God's
own purpose and active love, for
grace is love in action, that has put
God under obligation to man. "God so

loved".and there it all began.this
gospel of God's obligation to man.
God so loved that He voluntarily and
out of His great love, and for no

other reason, placed Himself under
obligation to the whole wdrld of humanity,so that whosoever in that
world would believe in that love, and
would let God fulfil His obligation
toward him, should not perish, but
be saved. This is John iii: 16, in the
light of our text and in the words of
our theme. This is the gospel that
Jesus Christ came to proclaim and to
live. He came to tell every man that
God so loves him that He is willing
to place Himselz under obligations to
him. It was for this reason that God
gave us His greatest gift.the gift of
Himself in Jesus Christ.as much of
Himself and even more than man
would or could comprehend and believein. It is because He is the
great loving universal Father : lr.t
He has placed Himself under obligationto every child of His, to every
man and voma- in all the world.

Be this our boast then: not that
we have put God under any obligationto us by anything that we have
done, but that God out of His infinfte
love for us and according to His own

loving ;-.nd eternal purpose has placed
Himself under obligations to us. This
purpose was given us in Jesus Christ,
"before times eternal," Paul says.
That is, it was born in God's eternal.
Father-Heart before time came to be
reckoned or counted. God ever a

Father must ever have had a Son,
else He would not have been ever a

Father, and in that love for that eternalSon we see God's purpose for all
His sons in all the world. And this
purpose has now been manifested to
the world and to us by the appearingof our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
That is, Christ came to show God's,
the Father's, eternal purpose to the
world. He came to tell the world
that He has been willing to place
Himself under obligation to every
one in all the world. This is the gcspelthat Christ came to proclaim.
This is the gospel that shines forth
in all that He said or did.
And now we are ready to see what

this obligation of God to us and His
eternal purpose, has led Him to do
for us, or the result of His obligation
to man. What is the issue of thi3
gospel of God's obligation? What
has it led God to do for us? It has
led and it will lead God to do everythingthat infinite love can do or

that we will let Kim do tor our salvation.The first pari of the text
gives this answer: "Who saved us,
and called U3 with a holy calling."
He has called us to salvation and to
holiness through faith in Kim, as -the
loving Father, and in His Son, as the
revealer and example of the Father's
love and character. Thte is the covenantthat God waits and wants to
make with every one of us. It is not
His will that any should perish, but
that all should receive the light of
life, and live the life that is abundantand eternal. It was God's obligationto us, born of His love for us,
tnat led Him to send Christ to suffer
and die for us, in order that He might
become our Saviour and lead us to
salvation and to holiness. It was
this that led God to do the very best
that He out of His infinite power and
love could do for us and for all of
His children of the earth. Ah, yes,
we may be sure of this.God has
kept, and Gcd will ever keep, His
part of the covenant that He has
made with us and for us. He has
fulfilled and He ever will fulfil, His
full obligation to us.

This is the gospel of the Old and
Mew Testament that I proclaim to
you to-day. Thi- is the gospel of
Jesus Christ.the gospel of God's
obligation to man born of God's great
love for man.

The Sinfulness of Sin.

Unhappily that "secularization of
morals," which the late Herbert
Spencer proclaimed to be imperativelynecessary, has already made some

progress. The tendency to minimize
sin.by characterizing it, not as a

personal crime against Gcd, but !
rather as "indiscretion," a "disease,"
or as the inevitable result of "heredity"in irresponsible persons.is developingin quarters where there
ought to be clearer and more accurateviews of life. There can be no
successful sin." It may be hidden
from man, and only from man, but
in the divine order its inevitable resultis death (Rom. 6:23), and no

preacher can be true to his Master
who fails to declare that immutable
truth..London Christian.

'

How to Understand.
Obey Jesus with cordial loyalty

and you will understand Jesus. Not
by studying Him,, but by doing His
will, .shall you learn how divine He
is. Obedience completes itself inunderstanding..PhillipsBrooks. *

WOMEN'S NEGLECT i

SUFFERINGTHESURE PENALTY {
Health Thus Lost Is Restored by Lydia

C

E. PJakham's Vegetable Compound.

How many women do you know who
'

are perfectly well and strong? "We
hear every day the same story over and 1
over again. " I do not feel well; I am (
so tired all the time !n

More than likely yon speak the same
words yourself, and no doubt you feel t
far from well. The causemaybe easily j
traced to some derangement of the femaleorgans which manifests itself in 1

depression of spirits, reluctance to go
anywhere or do anything, backache, ]
bearing-down pains, flatulency, nerv- 4
ousness, sleeplessness, or other femaleweakness.
These symptoms are but warnings

that there is danger ahead, and unless ]
heeded a life of suffering or a serious ]
operation is the inevitable result.
The never-failing remedy for all these

symptoms is Lydia E. Pinkham's Veg- (

etable Compound. <

Miss Kate McDonald of Woodbridge, .

N. J., writes:
Dear Mrs. Pinkham:
" Restored health has meant so much to me

that I cannot help from telling about it for
the sake of other suffering women.
" For a long time I suffered untold*agony

with a female trouble and irregularities,
which made me a physical wreck, and no one

thought I would recover, but Lvdia E. Pinkham'sVegetable Compound nas entirely
cured me, and made me well and strcng, and
I feel itmyduty to tell other differingwomen
what a splendid medicine it is."
For twenty-five years Mrs. Pinkham,

daughter-in-law of Lydia E. Pinkham,
has under her direction, and since her
decease, been advising sick women free
of charge. Her advice is free and
always helpful. Address, Lynn, Mass.
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A LOCAL MANAGER WANTED.

An Independent Income Assured.
We are going to place at once a localmanager in every town or county

in the United States. We want men

and women of character, tact and
perseverance to represent us. The
reward is complete independence and
a remuneration most generous. Our
proposition is without exception the
most liberal and best paying one ever

offered capable, ambitious men or

women. You can secure at once a

steady and assured income. Previous
experience is not necessary. All you
need is confidence in your ability.
We have a straight, clean-cut moneymaker.It is the kind of a moneymakerthat you have been looking
for. There is no limit to the income
that you can make. We want to j
hear from every man or woman who
desires to secure a regular income
and are willing to make money. We
have just what you want and can

start you at once. * Write us to-day j
before others secure your distrfct.
Address CIRCULATION, No. 182 j i

Main street, Buffalo, N. Y.

SEEMS STRANGE. (

Bacon.They say there are more

men killed in time of peace than in war.*

Egbert.That seems odd. You'd
think there was a good deal more

canned stuff consumed in times of
war; now, wouldn't you?.Yonkera <

Statesman. <
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JURY WAS EXPERIENCED. ..

"Flatman, I hear you were arrested
he other day for insulting and browreatinga janitor. How did you come
>ut?"
"I was tried for it and acquitted."
"On the ground that it was justifiLble?"
"No; the jury couldn't be made to

>elieve such a thing was possible.".
Chicago Tribune.

A TERROR.
Fond Mother.I wonder sometimes

what Bertrand's tocoupation in life
vill be when he grown up.
Impartial Visitor.Well, I don't

tnow, of course, but from what I
lave observed of him since I have
reen here, if he gets his deserts he
vill lead the line in the lock-step paradetwice a day to and from the
shops..Somerville Journal. .

5TTS, St.Vitus'Dance:Nervous Diseasespernanentlycured by Dr. Kline's Great Nerve
Restorer. *2 trial bottle and treatise free.
5r. H. R. Kline, Ld.,931 Arch St., Phila., Pa.

THE MIGHT OF PIE.
"I heard of a fellow the other day

cr >>/-> -toll from an onen window where
tie was sitting eating pie, and was instantlykilled."

"I don't doubt it. I've often been
knocked out by pie myself.".BaltimoreAmerican. r

It is unwise to use tea-leaves for
laying the dust when sweeping a

light-colored carpet, unless they have
been previously rinsed in water; otherwisethe carpet may 'be badly stained.
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A FAVORITE OF AMERICA!

Sold Everywher

AN IMPOSTOR.
Pierce.Do you see that man over

there- He is one of the richest men

in Chicago.
Pearce.Get cut! Ycu can't fool me.

He isn't eating with his knife..SomsrvilleJournal.

tfrs. Winslow'sSoothing Syrup for Children
eething,softensthegums,reducesinflammaion,allays pain, cures wind colic, 25ca bottle

LEISUKE.
''Hello, Pat, what*are you doing?"

'Shure, an' I spind all my idle toime
sawln' wood.".Life.

© grlzily, gray hair*. Use " u

. #
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As a rule it is a safe practice
not to put into the stomach any-;
thing that is not nourishing and
easy of digestion.

D? PRICE'S
WHEAT FLAKE CELERY

FOOD
is easily converted by the diges|tive organs and supplies the nuitritive wants of all parts of the
body.' j0

10 cents a package.
For sale by all Grocers

The smallest apartment houses are

those occupied by bees. In a cubic
foot of honeycomb there are about
9,000 cells.

CAPUDINE
a anpA It seta immediately.URES minntai.11" Toa^oa^

INDIGESTION and
ACIDITY SttttSffirliSrS
ramortac th» mom. 10 cents.

*sr
CtK AAA BANK DEPOSIT
^3v3®^TvrVr Fare Paid. Notes Takea

7 500 FREK COURSES
mBBBHBl Boardat Cost. Write Quick

BEORGIA-ALABAMA BUSINESS COLLEGE. Macon. Ga.
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at you take it pure and free from DANGER.
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W. L. DOUGLAS
!3,50&'3.00 Shoes

BEST IN THE WORLD
W.LDougias$4Gilt Edge linev^^^s.cansotheeqgallodatanyprice/^|\

bins House is the most / edjs? $K) \
complete in Utis country I r^Mg^ y 1

820E8 FOB EVERYBODY AT ALL EBICEft.
Man's Shoes, $5 to $1.50. Sots' Shoes, $3
to $1.85. Women's Shoes, $4.00 to $1.50.
Kisses' dfc Children's Shoes, $2.35 to $1.00.

Trv XV. L. Douglas Women's, Misses and. \ .

Children's shoes; for style, fit and wear
they excel other makes.

If I could take you Into ray forge>
factories at Brockton, Mass.,and show
VAIf how rarefill Iv W.L. Douglas shoes.
are*made, you would then understand
why they hold their shape, fit better,. ^ :<*
wear longer, and are of greater value
than any other make.
Wherever yoa live, yod can obtain W.

Douglas shoes. His name and price Is stamped
on the bottom, which protects yoa against high
prices and inferior shoes. Tate* no aubietl*tut*.Ask your dealer for W. L. Douglassboea
and insist upon having them.
Fast Color Eyelets used; they will not veer brassy*
Write for Illustrated Catalog of Fall Styles.
W. L. DOUdLAS, Dept. is. Brockton, Mass.

IMONARCH STUMP
pullers1:?®lf 1 Feet In Diameter.

_J Guaranteed tor UmcaCata
'oak Disc.. adVs. Monarch Grubber Co.Lone Treoja. &

(At38-'06)

YOURSELF I
ND LITTLE ONES

In asking you to use OXIDINE in
3AD COLDS and LA GRIPPE, and
particle of poison in it If anyone tells
> this guarantee unconditional and open

to any chemist in the world who finds
E or other poisonous drugs in OXIDINE
ve go further and guarantee that

NE
F t
AND LA GRIPPE I'M

DXIDINE is pure, contains no poison,
very bottle.
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CURES CHILLS |
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Malsby & Co. I
41 South Forsyth St., Atlanta, 6a.

Portable aAl Stationary

Engines, Boilers,
Saw Mills

AND ALL KINDS OF MACHINERY
Complete line Carried in ttockfor
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY- v

Best Machinery, Lowest Prices and Best Terma -V

Write us for catalogue, prices*
Jtc., before buying.

h TONIC
RES CHILLS I
L MALARIAL FEVERS. B
ird household remedy for over 40 years, I
ives no bad effects like quinine; harmless I »

snteed by all druggists. Put up in 60c fl
express paid on receipt of price, if not on
le home drug store. Address
COn General Agents. Loolsrflle, Ky. R

i. Si.00. ratall.
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