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Two men were pearhaps fatally in.
m"t'cl Siturday worping by the pre-
matture explosion of a powder charge
ot the Lenoir-LHowing Rock, N, C,,
highway The men were blown across
the river by the foren of the explo-
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Street Scene In Tokyp. : £

l!'u;unl hy tha Natlonal
cloty, Washington,

Japan's great entastrophe has served

?eoxrnphln Bo-
B o By

of the world to this country - whleh,
from a position’ of Isolatlon In the
Aslan seas, has emerged to become one
of the dominant factors in the Paclfie
and n worlid power overtopping in lm-
portance many of the old powers of
I‘:1.II‘II|:|-‘

This island emplre might be termed
the narrower and less compact Britain
of the IFur East. Like the British Isles,
the Jupanese islands form the fringe
of a great continent ; both were in the
hands of petty kings and grew Into p
centrallzed natlon; both looked abroad

for expanston: qand both kave eon-
ceived that thelr safety and future
prus}wr'ity. depends “largely on sea

pPowaer,

But there are differences as well as
lHKkenesses between these two Island
nations. Slnce she hegan to grow Into
an empire Great Beitaln has absolute-
Iy turned her back on Europe In so
far as territorlal acquisitions are con-
cerned, and has sent her colonists Into
the femote parts of the world, Jap
on the other hand, has acquired lm?
Llocks of the nelghboring continent,
but hans expanded somewhat In other
directions also. Grent Britain has be-

come the headquarters of . scat-
tered, distant “empire:—Japan has e

mnlned so tar the center of her em-
pire with her possesslons dronwn rela™
tively closely about her. :

Though Japan hnd Imperial ambi-
tlons even In the early centurles, as
Indicated by the fact that she once
conquered Korea, and lald claim In
the Sixteenth century to Formosa and
even the Phillpplnes, the natlonal life,
when Commodore Perry opened con-
munleations with the West in 1854,
was confined to the three main south-
ern Islumds of Japan proper and the
smnll Islets near thelr shores,
til the soventles did the government be-
ein development of Yezo, the blg Island
to the north—the Japancse Scotland.
Both Russla and Japan celnlmed Sak-
halin, the fifth and northernmost of the
large islands of the Japanese group,
anil there were similar double claims
to the Kurlle group, a chaln of small
voleanic islunds, companrable to  the
Aleutinns, which streteh from Yezo
northeastward to the tip of Kamchat-
ka  In 1875 Russia Indueed JFapan to
take the Kurlles and relinguish  all
cluims to Sakhnlin,

Beginning of Her Expansion

These expunsions to the north were
of 1ty value, for the cold, blkeak
northern lunds have never appealed
1o Japanese colonikts. Yezo Is sparse-
1o wetthed, and the Kariles have only n
e fal of In]\mhllnm.-:. Japan's next
<ivpr Wis to the south. In 1879 she an-

nesed the Lu-Chu archipelago, extend

Not un- |
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It reosn the southernmost of the large
Japanes=e Islunds  southwestward  for
ini dles to Formosa, China lald
claim to these small bt pleasant and
populons islands, as she did to For- |
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terests in the Paclfic can better he un-
derstood, perhaps, by lmagining - her
I1sland * territories transferred to “the
more familiar Atlantic and the east-
and-west dlrections reversed. The varl-
ous groups of Japanese Islands would
then extend from the Shetland islands
southward «nlong the coust of Kurope
and Africa for 2,700 miles., Formosn
would be slituated just north of the
Cnpe Verde (slands, The Marlanne or
Ladrone islands of the mandate would
oceupy a position near the Azores; and

‘the hundreds of Islands of the Caro-

line and Marshall groups (the remaln-
Ing mandate Islands) would string out
peross the Atlantie from' near the |
Oape Verdes ahmost to Cubi. Hono-
lulu, under this transposed geography,
would occupy about the position of
santn e, New Maxien,

‘Good Naval and Trading Bases,

As direot outlets for emigration,
Japan's mandate Islands, because of
their restrieted area, are of lttle im-
portance. Dut as bases to fucilitate
naval operatlons and trading activities
to the south and east they are com-
parable in lmportance to Hawall as
bases for the westward activitles of
the Unlted States, And Japan means
to muake the Islands “pay for their
keep.' She is stimulating the 8ys-
planting of coconut _groves,
and her traders are fast replacing for-
elgn goods In the Islands with those of
Japan. The Islands add only a few
thousand miles of territory and some
50,000 people to the Japanese empire.
But the scattered polnts of land “fence
In" approximately one milllon square
mlles of the I'aclfic.

Though Japan has grown to a
greatness In world ecounclls perhaps
not dreamed of In 1853, the spirit of
kindliness then established between
her and the Unlited States hy the visit
of Commodore Matthew Galbralth Per-
ry has contlnued to mark their rela-
tlons. This opening of Japan to the
world by an American constitutes one
of the most lmportant events in our
history., The story of Perry's voyage
to Japan has all the glamour of the
storfes of the Orlent, and is fascinat-
Ing beyond the imagination of the most
fertile novelist. Armed wlth a letter
from the president of the Unlted
States to his Imperial majesty the ems-
peror of Japan, saluted as a “Great
and Good Friend,” Commodore Perry
made a thorough study of Japan and
the Japanese character before start-
Ing on his epoch-making voyage,

He earried as presents specimens of
the products of the farm and factory,
which he thought hy thelr novelty and
usefulness would interest the people of
Japan, A minlature with
tracks and rails to be lald down, one
mile telegraph line with Morse In-
struments, photosraph-cmneras, print-
ing presses, puzzles and tops, some of
U newest things in Amerien, were In
the curgo,

locomolive,

Commedore Perry’s Diplomacy,

Tha of his wisdom, hls

his consamncate diploginey,
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BUY, SELL AV BANK
IS BEING PROVED CONCLUSIVELY

TO BE TRUE!

- EVERY DAY

LARGE NUMBERS OF VISITORS
FROM
SURROUNDING COUNTIES

Are Taking Advantage of the F acilities

OFFERED HERE'!

For Them To Do Their

Selling, Buying and Banking

it is a daily occurrence to see shoppers in Sumter
from Clarendon, Williamsburg, Florence, Darlington,

Lee, Kershaw, Richland and Calhoun Counties.

Fair Dealing is Assured Everyone!

Sumter Will Welcome You!




