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AT BAPTIST CHURCH

Delivered at Centennial Cele-
bration by Hon, Mendel L.,
Smith, and Recently Pub.
lished in Pamplet Form for
Distribution. Worthy of a
Place Among Your Files.

Brother Lawson, Members of ‘the
Camden Baptlst Church, Ladies and
Gentlemen: 1In attempting (o per-
form the part which the kifdness
Of the committee on programme hag
asslgned o me In these very inter-
osting exerciges, I am apprehensive
that I bhave ylelded too much to the
altractiveness of a wider field of
historical Investigation than was con
templated in the object before me,
and as;u very natural result have
falled to do justice to elther.

I am also fearful that a lack of
time due to engugements of a4 nore
or less urgent nature, particularly
the preparation and trial of causes
in Court, whope sessions have not

yYet been concluded, will wholly pre-
clude any attempt to do more than
mercly relate a plain, unadorned his
torical narrative, 1 am comforted

by the thought, however, that for a |

rellef from the dullness and dryness
which a popular estimate generally
assoclates with such discourses,
Justified in relylng upon a very
ural and warm personal Intesest in
the subject by those Lo whom it
shall be my purpose to present |t,

In the preparation of what I shall
Bily to you, and it shall not be my
purpose to present anything more
than a brief compilation, 1 must

" gratefully acknowledge as sources

of valuable information, without fur
ther reference, Wood Furman's His-
Ltory of the Charleston Assoclation,
J. C. Furman's Sketch of Richard
Furman, Ramsey’'s History of South
Carollna, Benedict's History of the
Baptists in America, Newman's Cen-
tury of Baptist Achlevement, re-
cords jn the office of the Clerk of
Court of Kershaw County, a mass
of interesting and valuable data
which was placed at my disposal
by Mr, Thomas E. Goodale, a dea-
con of the church, who has pursued
the collection of this materlal for
quite a long time with splendid care
and discrimination, and whose lu-
bors have, to a large extent, re-
lleved the burden of securing accu-
rate information with regard to the
early history of the church, the rem
iniscences of Mrs. S. E. Goodale,
who has been a rhember for over

fifty years, Mr. John Arrants and
other sources of Information to
which definite reference will be
made when used. From these

sources I have drawn freely and, in
many instances, have adopted such
parts of their narratives as were di-
rectly applicable to the limitatiohs
of the subject under discussion, as
1 shall endeavor to present f{t,

There can be no ultimate survival
of any people whose life is con-
formed to a radlcglly false concep-
tion of God. Whatever pertains
to the promotion of the true con-
ception Is essential and construct-
ive. This is the great purpose and
misslon of the Church, regardless
of what name any sect or denomi-
nation may conceive.

Origin of Name *‘Baptist.”

The term ‘“‘Baptist’” as it 18 used
to designate the religious denomina-
tion to which we of this church be-
long {s not by any means one of an-
clent origin, During the early days
of the Reformation it was applied
by certain people to the Anti-pedo-
baptists In derlsion for the great
stress and Importance which they
placed upon bellever's baptism. Pe-
dobaptigts are those, as you well
know, who believe in the baptism
of infants, It is certain that the
Antl-pedobaptists never applied thls
term to those of their bellef during
the 16th century. We are told they
designated themselves as “‘Chris-
tiana,’ ‘““Apostolic Christians,"
‘“Brethren,” “Disciples of. Christ,”
‘“‘Believing Baptized Children of
God.” 1t was not until some time
after the middle of the 17th cen-
tury that the English Pedobaptista
adopted the term ‘''‘Baptist,” as a
denominational  designation, repudi-
ating the name ‘“‘Anabaptist,” which
Dr. Newman tells us their adversa-
ries sought dilligently to apply to
them with its ‘“‘worst continental
application.”

The first person to advocate Bap-
tist doctrines in this country was
Roger Williams, who also establish-
ed the first Baptist church on Amer
fcan goll at Providence, R. I., in the
year 1689. In many respects mno
man has ever exercised a more sal-
utary influence upon American clv-
flization than this zealous and God-
ly man., To the untiring devotlon,
sublime purity, uncompromising
courage of conviction, the unaltera-
ble stand for liberty of comnsclence
of this man and his great compan-
fon and colaborer, Johmn Clarke, ia
due the fact that in the entire his-
tory of the Province and State of
Rhode- 1sland the product of thelr
yoars of hardship, toll and perse-
‘verance, no one has- ever suffered
because  of -his worship of God ac-
cording to the free and -unrestrain-
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life, but resulted in much material

Hams, but there are some fncldents
In his life of a ‘distinetly rellglous
character that mnay be here briefly
summarized. He was n natlve of
Wales, and was born about the year
1698, Dr, Newman siys 1600,  In
early life he becamo (he beneficiary
of the very geunerous pitronage of
Sir Bdward Coke, one of the most
fortunate endowments that could
have come to a youth of that day
and time.  8Ir Kdward Coko obsery-
ed, whilé at church services on one
occaslon, that Young Willlams wus
taking notes of the sermon. e be-
cawe very much impressed and at-
tracted thereby and called the youth
to him,© He noticed that the notes
were not only taken with great care
and judgment but that they embod-
lod the loftlest gentiments of the
discourse, 8lr Rdward fmmedintely
BOUght out his parents and secured
bermission to control his training
and education. He was first educat
ed as a lawyer, bput he soon gave
up hls work thdt he might turn his
altentlion to dlvinity, The progress
In hig chosen fleld ‘was go remarki-
ble that 8ir Edward seaired for him
eplscopal orders.
Roger Williamns,

He embraced the views and Ben-
timents of the Puritans, and as a
resull was made a vietlm of bitter
persecution and, at a great person-
al sacrifice, he cast his lot with bis
persecuted countrymen and came to

years, He arrived In this country
and was called to the ministry of
at Salem, in the Mas-
sachusetts Colony, In the capuacity
of an asslstant to the pastor, who
wasg a Mr. Skelton. We are told
that the Governor and his council
Weére not favorable to the selection
aud the call was withdrawn, He
then recelved a call to the church
at Plymouth, where he preached
with great favor and success, when
he again received a call to the Sa-
lem church, Many of the congre-
gallon at Hlymouth objected to his
accepting the call to the Salem
church, There was, however, a Mr.
Brewster, who finally prevailed up-
on the.congregation to dismiss him,
his reason being that it Williams
remained with them that he would
spread too widely and firmly the
Anabaptist {den. So the second
call to the Salem chureh was ac-
cepted, While here he preached the
doctrine of Iiberty of = conscience,
which geems to have been his favor-
ed topic, and also against the priv-
ilege of the civil magistrates inter-
ferance In church affairs. He pro-
clalmed the doctrine that In these
matters Christian people are sub-
jeet to no laws or control except
thoge of their Master., These <oc-
trines Immediately involved him in
a4 geries of bitter controversles with
members of his congregation and
the magistrates, which finally re-
sulted in his banishment from the
colony. He left with some of his
sympathizers and first gettled at a
place called Rehoboth, which was
beyond the jurisdiction of ‘the Mas-
sachusetts colony, but the Plymouth
colony, having heard that he had
settled there, informed him that he
was in their jurisdiction, and gave
him peremptory orders to depart.
There was nothing for him to do
but seek refuge in the wildérness
of the savage, among whom he
dwelt on peaceful terms and whose
good and elevation he always sought.
The relation existing between Roger
Willlams and the savages was one
of respect and kindness towards
each other, His effort to elevate
them to a kindly and peaceful in-
tercourse not only constitutes a
beautiful part and effort of his

benefit to his colony and its neigh-
bors, Willlams: and his great
friends and colaborers, Thomas Ol-
ney, Thomas Angel and a hired ser-
vant, we are told, came over the ri-
ver in a canoe and settled at a cer-

tain place. Realizing now that he
had been the henef!claryi of the
kindness, mercy and protection of

God, and In commemoration of his
gratitude for this Divine manifesta
tion, he called the place at which
he settled Providence, which was the
beginning of the city of this name,
now the capital of the State of
Rhode Island. Willlams had evi-
dently for some time entertained
hostiﬁty to the doctrine of infant
baptism, and to him was now pre-
sonted the opportunity to give full
expression to his views and to or-
ganlze a church whose brdinances
would embody the 'same. He and
eleven assoclates, whose names now
appear in the records of this an-
clent church, had become thorough-
1y conyjneed of the form, symbollsm
and design of baptism, but there
Wsi no one authorized to adminis-
ter the rite, In this emergency
they gelected one of their number,
Fizoklel Holliman, whom we are told
was o man of *“gifts and ploty,” to
baptizre Willlams by Immersion, who
thereafter baptized Holliman and
his other associgtes, and thus was
plunted on the erican continent
our first Baptist Ghurch, I wish it
were- possible to give a more ex-
tended account of this organization,
its early history, hardships and its
stroggles, ;
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sound that greeted his ears was the
Broans and cries of a bitter perse-
cution, He unhesitatingly

and led them to seek more penge-
ful homes and scenes. He recelved
& grant from the Indiaus, through
the Influence of Hoger Williams, to
Aquidneck Island, which name was
afterward changed to the Isle of
Rhodes, or Rhode Island, Here
they formed a colony and govern-

ment ifn which the *“headship of
Christ” was  thoroughly recogniz-
ed. It was the union of this colo-

ny with the Providence colony, and
the combined Influence and activity
of Clarke, Willlams and Mrs. Aune
Hutchinson g thelr behalf, which
finally resulted in the formation of

allied |
himself with the persecuted party

—
Berlongs

bk poerhaps produced more
tention and  vindlcative
aled than any othoer one ciuse

bl

i in
the world's history
Roeligious  Frecdom,
It may not In some respocts be

forelgn to the subject, before us to
submitc the observition thut iy
Of  those agenclos, influences and
Powers which hivve boon largely -

stramental fn working out the des-
tiny of our Commonweallh  were
fivet manlfested iy u glorlous  de
fence of lberty of consclence
When France wuas rent with a
bitter  religious fntolerance,  with

cepsoless strifos and conflicts, which
for .iwo centuries destroyed (s re
fts
world o

BOUrCes  ang
and puve to

returdod
the
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shocking
-

St A

Tt o ———— . + & 2 o v

HON, MENDEIL 1., SMITH.
the province and present State  of | examplo of cruefty and bigotry:
Rhode Island, when  innocent  men  and women
In 1663, John Myles, & Welsh | were subjected to unwarranted ex-
Baptist preacher, who emigrated |ecutions and imprisonments, depriv-

from England with his church, se-
cured a grant of land near the
Rhode Island frontler and estab-

Hshed a church, which they called
Swangea,

of Boston was organized and for
years suffered most grievously at
the hands of Its persecutors. So

unbearable were the indignities and
sufferings to which the members of
this church were subjected that ma-
ny of them left and settled in
Maine, where they formed a relig-
lous organlzation in Kittery, on the
Plscataque Rlver, in the southwest
part of the district. The constit-
uents of this church were: Willlam
S8criven, elder; Humphrey Church-
wood, deacon; Robert Wlilliams,
John Morgandy, Richard Cutts, Ti-
mothy Davis, Leonard Brown, Wil-
lHHlam Adams, Humphrey Azell, Geo.
Litten and several gisters. This
church did not last long. Seriven
and others went to Charleston, 8.
C., and did a noble work, which
will be referred to a little later on.

In all times and everywhere the
human being has ylelded to an in-

ed of

civil rights and the abjura-
tion' of thelr faith, strong enough
to send them to the stake, was
sought at the hands of rough and

| Insolent dragoons, the willing tools
In 1665 the first Baptist church |

of a haughty tyranny, thousands of

her best citizens wers driven out
with - their charming refinement,
culture, gkill, Industry and wealth

to make their homeg in other lands.
It was this condition and motive

that prompted Admiral Coligny to
concelve the idea of founding a
colony in the New World, and

which inspired Jean Ribault to un-
dertake the perllous command of
that colony of determined Hugue-
nots who in 15662 were driven by
the winds into that beautiful and
placid harbor which they named,
yvielding to the {mpression and im-
pulse of the moment, ‘“‘Port Roy-
al," which name has ever been re-
tained, Hlstory does not present
in the pioneer life of this country
filled with its thrilling adventures,
difficulties and dangers, or else-
where, a more sublime picture than
that which followed. Sublime, be-
cause it portrayed the true dignity

R T
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nate restlessness and irrepressible
longing for the exlstence and guid-
Anceyof a supreme power or sover-
elgnty, to which motive and con-
duct could be referred for approval
or condomnation. That religion is
alone true which ‘directs this great
origiual, innate feeling in the chan-
nelg of truth, and realizing that
oevery person should be as free and
unfettered in the- investigation of
this line of truth as any.other, lib-
erty df consclenge became a great
naturdl 1ght which no person can
be made to righteously yleld in en-
terlng organized society any more
[thau the ri#t of self preservation

__-Lgol-.en in Dapending perll; the right

acquire praperty or freedom of

‘speech, Siratge to say, this great
truth _has n tr“.bm,t_;.a@i 8_not
now, universally admitted, re-
SoRnition of the M

and worth of man—his assertion of
a privilege beyond the control of
his fellow creature and an humble,
obedlent recognition of God. This
lfitle band ;moved up the stream,
whieh empties into the harbor, a
short distance to an island, and
there disembarked. Here in the
middle of the wilds of this unex-
plored ecountry, with the cruel and
treacherons savage, no doubt,
crouching and peeping through the
thickfegs of the foliage, they plant-
ed 'a stone upon which was engrav-
ed ‘the court-of-arms of their coun-
try, which had denied them a safe
refuge, und far away from the
world's_ elvilization, beyond its fa-
vor and .protection, at the mercy
of the wilderness, the mon stood In

and bowed

line with uncovered
hw gratelul prayer was]
offered 4ud & psslm sung. There|man)

In the stillbess of he Torest i
wideh 1 bmaghone the roar aod e
dush of the wases wbout Chem sl
the howl of the beast woere silont

natyre paying

annwesinspiring orl-
bute to thelr

splondid devotion and

i erprive — could L henrd thao
words of the mallpn COLI e,
“Here | hope we shid] bulld o new
Frauve where no min nmay gueh o
hinder our conscience in whit W

conslder God's (rue servic
With this motive also citime ot hor
Huguenot failles who mide their

homes on ., the Stulitee whad  Coupaor
rivers,  Joseph Morton's eXxpedition
of  Enghish dissentors, who relumal
their alleglance to the Bstablishod
Church of Bogband, most ol whom
settled on the Ladke of the Fdiata
Kiver n 1usi s hundreds  of
othurs who swelled  the population

of the anclent ity of Charles Town,
wid - whose homes dotted the const
rome thint elty to the mouth of the
f':(ll:atu,
Almonyg
Lonnd
Gl g
ORI

Lhe l'lll]_\
many  HBaptista One colony
abiout 1682 from the western
of England under Lord Card-
(I atel MrE, Bk, st bl
Ynbout Ashiey nnd Cooper Rivers,
others about the month of e Fdis-
to Hiver.”

The sime yeur eame the perseen) -
bl band  of  Malne Baptists, woder
Wi Seriven, as airewdy  stated, to
Chirteston. They settled ot “Saw-
SANETTon" vitanted o Cooper River,
il ot o pmaldl distanes fromm Char
levron ™ Aw i reault they formed
whoutr 168S the first Baptist chinreh
Il thils Siate, which was Koown as
the Charleston Chureh [ NTR WH R
thig ehureh was moved the ity
of UCharledton This be the  oldest
Baptist ehureh in the South

Charleston Associntion,

The early Baptists did not
to ke very much progross The
Chirleston Assoctation was founded
I 175610 and at that time only  con-
slsted of four churches, to which
brief references will be made,  The
first in the order of constitution
wayg the Charlestan Chureh, to the
aorganization of whteh | have alren-
dy reforred. The  Ashley  River
chureh, which was Joeated ot Ash-
v River, was the  next. This
thaveh was for some thine o breanch
al the Charleston chuareh, b o1
Moy =1, 1746, wis constitnted i
Eepirate arganfzation, with the ey
Isicie Chendler as Us (iest pastor.
In 1780 a0 compnny df Welsh Bup-
tHats ciane from whit s known s
the Welgh rract of the Delawanre
IWver to South Cavoling and sottled
on the 'ee Dee iver,  In January
of the following yenr they constitu-
ted o Baptigt church on.the Welsh
Neelk of the Pee Dec Hiver, which
wWis the third church,  The fourth
enurch  campriging the Charleston
Asrociation was organized at  Iu-
taw in May, 1746.  Thls church
was originally o braneh of  thoe
Charleston Church, . and muintaln-
od  this relution over fifty yonrs,
It was composed of members who
resided principally on Edisto lsland
The Rev., Francls Pelot was ordaln-
ed the first pastor of this church.
It was located about elghty miles
southwest of Charleston. From this
chureh ,the Pipe Creek, Black
Swamp and Beaufort churches were
formed,

In 1778

settlers weoere

LIEERE] ]

the membership of the
Charleston Assoclation had increas-
ed from four to seventeen, In the
year 1778 four churches wyere  ad-
mitted, viz, the Savannah Rlver (or
Pipe Creek) church, constituted
in Mareh, 1776, with the Rev. Josh-

ua Lewis as Its rirst pastor; the
High Hills of Santee, constituted
January 23, 1772, with the Rev.

Richard Furman as its first pastor;
Lynches Creek, constituted May 4,
1777, with the Rev. John Cowan as
ite flrst pastor, and KEbenezer, nt
Jeffers Creek, constituted January
19, 1778, with the Rev. Tim Dar-
gan its first pastor. It s in the
constitution of the High Hills of
Santee  Baptlst  Church that the
members of this chureh are most
Interested, This church was gath-
ered by the Rev. Joseph Reese [n
1770,  He conducted a great rovi-
vitl at this time, and suceeeded in
interesting the people very much
in the subject of rellgion.

Tribute to Richard Furman

It is becoming that we pause
here Jong enough to pay a feeble
tribute to that great and good mann,
tichard Furman, who as stated, be-
came pastor of the Hills Chureh (n
1772, 1t is Indeed very doubtful,
when falrly judged, If the State has
aver produced a greater orulor, pa-
triot and gi%ine than he, In the
distressing days when our liberties
were assalled and the outlook was
dark and seemingly hopeless;
when our fathers were fighting des-
perately to protect their [lresides
angd freedom, this man's eloquence
was so Insplring, his patriotie de-
votlon so energetic, his pravers so
faithful and ardent that he became
A terror to the Torles and wo much
dreaded by Cornwallis that the lat-
ter declared he  '‘feared the pray-
ers of that Godl youth more than
the armlies of Sumter and Marion,”
and offered a reward of a thousand
pounds for his head, foreing him
to seek  refuge in  the Amerlean
camp,

In estimating the circumstances
and conditions which finally result-
ed in the constitution of the Cam-
den Church I do not belleve that
any influence was more potent, di-
rectly and indirectly, than the ’ex-
ample and inspiration of this great
servant of God, working upon the
minds and hearts of the people.

From J. C. Furman's sketch of
Richard Furman we learn of a very
interesting visit he mdle to Cam-
den some time before the organiza-
tion of the church, He says:

“Near the commencement of the

Revolution an appointment had' bee
miade for him (Rev. Richard Fur-|
in the Oourt Houss in Oum-

den, whier
ur had

i bonge

tliw

STUHT

Gospel rarely 1 ey
dbspaenaed v\ large
e b ol to hear  the
word of Hfe, bur were liept walting
Oul ol doors The shoerdff, 1inowhos:e
vustody Wilsn L l\‘.\. prolfusind to

open the buslding or to pive up the

Koy o unlleging as hils vrearson that Mre
Furman was not o dodster of the
Fatublishod Chureh Voonhber of
Lhe most respectabile cttlaens pres
M o waee dpetined oo obtalo an el
Wrinnee by toree,  buat the yvouthial
LR T T R | wl preivee Do e Ahean
Lo desist, telllng the vongrogation I
They would vetipe toon sl op b
e distanee, where théy  conld he

dvconmndated bettey than wheye they
wlood, e would address them In the
e air M then prevachied on 1he
Vital doctriues ol the Gospel, with o
solemnity, pungeney and pathos eal
culated to muke o deep tmpresston
And such wis the efleel, Pl alis
COUrBe Was long and atrectlonately
remcinbered.  he prineipal eitizen
ol the pluce, by whose “instligation,
1w helleved, the aherlil netadd,
Witse e alter the

HOrion coanlog

Iram his house and showilng the
prenchey marked attention This
o continued tao do, over aftor and

e use of the Court
aRain retused
In o orecent article in the Baptix

Hotsg wis nat

Courler Mres Charless TE Bvamd, s
ratary  and  treasurer of  Richiimond
Collvege, has published an arthele
which has appearced o the hirls
tian SBecretaly, amd was roprod ieed
in the Rellplous Herald in 1804,

which is such o splendid teibute o
the eloguence in conscerntion o r
Furman  that 00 ds well worth
briet reproduction hore

C The artiele fn subetanee gl oy that
ar the close of one of the first ses-
flons of the DBaptist Prlonninl Con
vention of which D, IPurman was
the first prestdent, he stopped on
his wiy howe o e City of Wash-
Ington, While there he el an ae-
qualntance In the company of Mr
Monroe, who was then o minister of
the Cablnet and subsequently Presi
dent of the United States. Tle was
introduced to Mr. Monrvoe, who wis
40 much Impressed  with the name
that he tmmediately ingquired if Dr
Purman wiy of Charleston, expross-
g Tamittarity with the name and
place, and also wanted to know if
he had onee Hved on the b s
of the Hantee tipon being informed
thiy he was the one to whom Mr
Monroe referrved, thelr meoting bo-
cime very touching and we are told
that Col. Monroe would not let him
“0 until he hiad related 1o those
prosent gomething of his Revolution:
ary history, and particularly the in-
cldent of having to seck refuge in
the Ameriean camyp in consequence
of the reward which Cornwalliy of-
fered for his head, 'fhrough the
influence of Col. Monroe, Dr. Fur-
man at onee becume the chief per-
sonage In the Natlonal Capital. It
Wag arranged for him to preach in

the Congressionnl hall, With us-
ual  and becoming modesty he
did everything he  ecould 1o
avold the appointment, but
all  Washington insisted upon It
Probably never before or slnce has
any minister of the Gospel been
greeted with such a  distinguished

audlence ag faced him on this oceca-
ston.  His devotion, courage, advent-
ures and his elogquence hnd  beon
flashed over the ecity,
gathered to hear him, the
dent and his Cabinet, ambassadors,
foreign ministers and the ecity's
fashionable society. With charac-
teristic boldness and desire to ac-
complish good ,he took as his text,
“"And now why tarryst thou? Arlse
and be baptized.” (Acts 22; 16.)
The central idea, which he pressed
llome with nll the force and vigor
he could command, in this thrill-
Ing dlscourse, was a rebuke to the
consclence-stricken hearers." As he
closed this remarkable discourse, he
reached the climax of his perora-
tion, in the repetition of his text,
and it {8 said us he uttered with In-
tenge earnestness the word “‘arise”
that a number of hjs spetibound
hearers actually arose from thelr
sents na If freightened. Thia was
Indeed a wonderful tribute to this
Ereat man's powers of elojuence and
Intense earnestness .

 FPurman's Visits to Camden,

After he had returned from oxile
at the cloge of the Revolutionary
War he probably visited Camden sev-
eral times and preached to the 0-
ple.  Kershaw's diary, as recorded
in “Historle Camden,"” ghows that
he preached here on November 9,
1794,

From the High HIllls of Santee
Baptist Church  several churches
were formed, and I trust that you
may indulge me to make a brief
reference to some of these. The
earliest chureh was the Upper Fork
of Lynches Creek, and located about
35 nmilles northeast of Camden. This
church was constituted fn 1774, and
Wwas admitted to the Charleston As-
sociatlon in 1787, with Rev, Jeph-
tha Vining as its first pastor., The
next in order was Lynches Creeck
Church, There were three ¢hurches
Oof this name, The first was consti-
tuted about 17565, and admitted to
the Charleston Assoclation the same
year, but became extinet before the

war, The Rev. Henry Ledbetter
wag its first ordained pastor. The
second was constituted May 4, 1777,

and admitted in the Association in
1778, with the Rev. John Cowan as
itg first pastor, to which reference
has already been made. The third
was constituted in 1808, and was ad-
mitted to membership In the same
year, with Rev. S8amuel Timmons as
the firat pastor. The second church

is the one which 1s here referred to

@3 having been formed from the
High Hills of Santee Baptist Church,

There were:
Prest-, »




