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tuke advantage of the temporary lows.
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Hen’s Contribution Not Oniy
One Used for Food.

Washington. — “Eggs" m only
hens' eggs to the average icader—
something to comblne with ham In thd
morning or to stlr Into cakes or cus-
tards for dinner,;. But In the complex
clvilization of the Twentieth century.
man finds use for many and various
kinds of eggs.

“A New York museum did a thriving
business not long ago in eggs of frogs
#nd snlamanders,” says the Natlonal
Geographle  soclety. “Jelly-encased
frogs' eggs found floating In great
numbers on top of Long Island ponds
were shipped by thousands to public
schools, where blology puplls put them
In tanks and watched them develop In-
to tadpoles, ,

“The scarcer eggs of salamanders,
found In stream bottoms, were shipped
1o research laborntorles where scien-
tists prefer them to other eggs In mak-
ing certaln studies of. the embryo.

“Roe, mnsses of tiny fNsh eggs, and
cavlar, the prepared and salted roe of
certaln fish, are favorite delicacies on
our menus. The best cswlur was long
made from the great white sturgeons
of Russin. Present-day caviarv, lacking
the fine flavor of the orlginal, 1s often.
made from roe of epoonbllls, buffalo
fish, and eatfish of lnkes and rivers ln
the southern Unlited States.

Put to Varlous Uses,

“Fish eggs are put to varlous uses.
In Brittany, fishermen use salted cod
eggs mixed wlith flour as bait to at-
tract sardines. American sugar com-
panies In Mexico have recently import-
ed certain Insect eggs from Cuba In
thelir fight to exterminate other insects
attacking sugar cane. And In the pust
the United States Department of Agrl-
culture has made many slmilar Linpor-
tations,

“Cormorants’ eggs from the islands
off the coast of Peru form a lurge item
on the diet of Peruvinns. Eskimos eat
quantities of sea birds' eggs. In Niea-
ragua, hungry natlves dig in the sand
for alllgator eggs, which contain large
yolks, and are sald to taste like ducks'
eges, In Mexleo, eggs of certaln spe-
cles of files ure used In mnking a food
paste which is consldered a plece de
resistance. A preference equally difii-
cult to understand Ia the Chinese predi-
lectlon for ‘ripened' eggs—hens' eggs
which have been burled In the earth
until they have become decomposed to
a declded degree,

“Humans #dre wot vhe only creatures
with a developed taste for eggs. Ants
und spiders lick their chops over eggs
of butterflles, Flshes gulp minute eggs
of other fish borne on ocean currents,
Unless Peruvians get' there first, they
are apt to find rookerles on the bird is-
lands of Peru full of rifled nests and
broken eggshells, The small greenish

gulls and turkey wvultures or plerced
and sucked by condors,

“Birds with few enemles lay but-one
or two eggs. Most of the north ocean-
le birds, such as little auks, and black-
and-white gulllemots, which breed on
Arctic clff ledges, lay but a single
large egg. Pointeéd at one end, it rolls
In a clrele and 8o does not fall from the
ledge. -The-king penguln of the Ant-
arctle takes especial care of its egg
by carrying It about on top of its foot,
protected by a fold of skin, The male
and female relieve each other at this
task. Robbed of Its egg, a king pen-
guln may sometimes be seen attempt-
Ing tp shuffle about with a stone on Its
instep. '

Mammal Lays Eggs.

“Aslde from the echldna, the only
mammal that lays eggs I8 the queer
duck-billed platypus which lives In the
streams of Australla and Tasmania.
It combines beaverlike fur and habits
with webbed feet and bill simllar to
a duck's, and lays two egys, each three-
fourths of an Inch long, encased In a
flexible white shell.

"Game birds, which are frequently
preyed upon, rear large broods. Some
quails lay as many as thirty eggs for
a setting. However, qualls take a back
seat compared to marine creatures,
which, because of thelr many enemles,
must lay eggs by the millions In order

Years to Erect Sign
Boston.—Although the people of
the town of Essex have been fully
aware for more than fifty years of
where thelr town hall. Is located,
and have found It without the aid
of slgns, the bullding now 18 to be
marked. The townspeople have
finally declded—that there must be a
slgn there. Large letters will an-
nounce to the passers-by that the
old bullding really is the town hall

for the rdce even to hold Its own, A
cod lays about 5,000,000 eggs, sturgeon
about” 7,000,000, a turbot about 14,311,-
000; but so greatly are the youny
preyed upon, that only a small propor-
tion will survive to maturity, 7

“Eggs vary .as greatlly as people In
color, size, and shape. Exception to the
rule that all domestic fowl lay ovold,
white or brownish ezgs, Is the Arau-
cana, a strange South American fowl
which lays blue eggs. Eggs lald in
holes or domed nests are usually white,
Colored eggs, Invisible In dim light,
would be in danger of belng broken or
rolling out of reach, Although puffing
lay their colored egzs In holes, they
cover the shells with a chalky incrus-
tation which reflects light. Eggs of
many fishes floating at the sea surface,
In musses sometlmes.so feet long, are
transparent, which probably hinders
their being detected and eaten, The
ghells of kingfisher, eggs are translu.
cent, those of some spalls' eggs slightly
iridescent.”

Secretary Perkins Gets a _M’edal
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Secretary of Lubor Frances Perkins Is here shown recelving a gold medal
from Mrs, Roosevelt at the White House, which was awarded to her by the

Ohi Omega sorority as the outstanding

cormorant eggs have been devoured by

for 1034,

woman lo the field of clvic achlevement

Crowds Travel to Beau Brummel’s Grave

Simple Tomhntoﬁe Marks Rest-
'ing Place in France.

Caen, France, — (eorge Bryan
(“Beau") Brummell was burled here in
1840, and a simple tombstone marka his
final resting place after a gay and spec-
tacular life,

8. far this year more than 3,000
British and Amerlean tourlsts have vis-
ited uls grave In this Protestant cem-
etery.

Brummell was born In London on
June 7, 1778—156 years ago last June.
Hlis father was Lord North's private
secretary, He attended Eton and Ox-
ford, where he was distingulshed for
hig studiousness as well ag his metle-
ulousness In attlre, After four years
in the army he came- Into an im-
mense fortune and thereafter de-
voted himself to the profession of
fashion arbiter, In 1818 he quarreled
with the prince regent and he had to
flee for his life to Calais, Here, for
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fonctern years, he struggled along In
Lis rockless, carefree way and from
1830 to 1832 held a elnecure consulate
at Caen. He gradunlly lost his mind
and he dled an idiot in an asylum in
1840, at sixty-two.

While In prison In Cnen for debts,
Brummell wrote many begglng letters
to friends who had been willlng enough
to spend his money In other days.
They turned a deaf ear, however. He
read a great deal of Washington Irv-
Ing and Lord Byron: recelved the visit
of Tom Moore, and prayed that he
might not “dle, l'lke William the Con-
queror, In Normandy."

Even God, his friends sald turned
a deaf ear to thls entreaty us If In
punighment for hls rintous living. He
wanted to be burled on British soll, but
those who had abandoned him In life
also forsook him In denth, and his
once proud bones long since have mold-
ered to dust In the Caen cemetery,

Archcolog,istu Declare
Mayas Were Not Urban

Washington.—Mayus of pre-Colum:
blan days were farmers and not olty
folks as popularly belleved, Dr. Ollver
G. Ricketson, Jr., member of the Car.
negle institution’s archeologleal staff.
belleves,

Doctor Ricketson belleves the Maya
ruing are not remaind of extenslive
cities but remnants of ngricultural com-
munities, He sald thnt even the large,
multi-chambered bulldings of northern
Yucatan would not house facllitles for
& large population,

He claimed the ruina are clvil and
religlous centers to which surrounding
farmers flocked on market dnd feast
Uays. Proof of this, he added, 1s evi-
denced by the fact that low platforms
forming anclent house mounds extend
through the jungle In every direction
and without demarcation between one
center and another,

Doctor Ricketaon ewtimated the total
Maga population waa approximately
48,000,

Co;.li Convicts Prefer
Books on Penal Code

Sacramento, Callf.—California penal
and. political codes head the lst of
“best sellers” In Folsom prison, one
of the nation's “toughest” penitentls

These books, along with the works
of Blackstone, top the list of requests

from prison inmates, nccording to State
Librarlan Mabel Gillis. The convicts
pore over the volumes In an effort to
find loopholes In the law which may
win freedom for them,

Resulta of this avid study occaslon.
ally send stald juristz into a huddle
when habeas corpus petitions contain
Ing queer polnts of law are presented

Forest Fires Ruined 43
Million Acres in 1933

Washington,—Fires In unprotected
forest areas of the Unlted States last
year were 20 times as damaging as
blazes in protected aections, according
to figures compiled by the Agrleulture
department’s forest rervice,

In all, fire ~pt 43,880,320 acres
of the natlon's timberland In 1033, Of
this aren, 40,100,900 acres was forest
lnnd devold of protection, and 3,722,920
acres was land under protection,

Approximately 20,79 per cent of the
country's unprotected _forests were
burned, while the toll on protected
land was 109 per cont.

All natlonal forests are under BYS8-
tematie  fire protectlon. The forest
service estimated that 533,570,240 acres
need protection,

Property dnmage from forest flres
in 1983 was estlmated at $£00,274,900,
compared with a five-year anverage of
$62 881,423,

Misslssippl, with 22,1500 firca, led the
Aintes,

Turkish Law Requiring

Names Causes Confusion

Istanbul.—~Turkey's new law making
It compulsory for every one to hav
A surname has cauged much conruslnﬂ
because man, Turks do not know how
to find sultable and Batiafactory cog-
nomens. The ftashlon of uslng mur-
nanies was dropped In Turkey about
200 years ago, and has been followeq
only {n mome rural districts and for
commercial purposes. In the towna It
has become the habit to give a man n
nickname, dlstinguishing him as well
by the name of his father or Aome
adlectlve characteristic of gome pe-
cullarity. The new law Inslsts that
shall not he military or comie,

Council Offers Reward
Omnha, Neb.—At the request of the
Omaha safety board, the city counel
voted a reward of $100 for lntormation
léading to the arrest of any hit-ron
driver where a fatality seours The

teward will be pald from safety Boaro
funds,
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Washington.—The 1ost lmportant
pending ‘political quesion In Washing-
ton, in the judgment of at least three
Important tigures, is whether Comnp-
troller of the Currency J. F. T: O'Con-
nor takes the $20,000 Job as federal
agent at the Federal Reserve bank at
San Franelsco, which Secretary of the
Treasury Morgenthau has kept dao-
gling before him for the last month.

The three men who think so are
members of -the Federal Reserve board.

,who made that slmple statement to the

writer, Mr. Morgenthnu, and, though,
this. of course, is un assumption based
on the human tendency not to under-
estimate one'* own Importance in the
scheme of things, Mr. O'Connor him-
self,

If O'Connor takes the job, thus per-
mitting the naming of a new comp-
troller who wlll be utterly subservient
to’ Morgenthau, absolute domination of
the reserve board and comptroller's
office—which means absolute domina-
tlon of the banks of the country—will
pass into Morgenthau's hands.

If he sticks, there will be a fight,
in which O'Conner will have some pow-
erful support on Capltol HIll among
the conservatives, especlally those who
like the original plan for an independ-
ent reserve board, which would run the
banks without regard to politics or po-
litleal tendencies.

The present battle, of course, is not
with regard to *“political” tendencies
In the ordinary sense of the word. It
has nothing to do with patronage, or
whether those Involved are members
of this party or that. *“Politieal” in
this sense merely means control of the
banking system by an admlinlstration,
which would like to have the banks
of the country spring Into actlon
whenever the administration wanted
a particular line pursued,

Japan!s Bad Luck

Japan seems to have bhad luck in
retaining the services of its diplomats
who acquire an appreciation and un-
derstanding of Americans, The tragic
death of former Amhassador Hanlhara,
who dled, according to friends, of a
broken heart, 18 n cuse in point. When
he was a young secretary at his em-
bassy In Washington, Hanlhara was a
great frlend of Richard V. Culahan,
then correspondent for the New York
Tlmes. Samuel G. Rlythe, a great
frlend of Culahan, mentioned him In a
Saturday Evening Post artiele, but sly-
Iy called him “O’Houlnhan.” i

Whereupon Hanlhara, who was visit-
Ing with his wife down In Texas, sent
A postecard to Dick with the words:
*'The Hanl O'Haras send thelr regards
to the O'Houlahans.”

It was Hanihara's desperate effort
to convince Secretary of State Hughes
of the serfousness of the Immigration
restrictlons that cut short his political
career, Hughes transmitted Hanl.
hara's note to congress to prove that
he was not understating the case.
Members of a congresalonal committee,
with quite normal disregard of conge-
quences, made it public. Since then
he has heen Japan's forgotten man.
And he dled in his early fifties,

Another Japanese diplomat who had
learned to understand Americans,
Sadao Saburl, feared that he had let
hls forelgn office dowa In a subsequent
asslgnment to Chinn. He killed him-
self |n his early fortles. TFhese Jap-
anese take thelr mistakes, or thelr mis-
fortunes, very serlously Indeeq, though
It 1s difficult to understand their feel-

ing that thelr honor is so compromised
hy fallure,

.Mny Cut Dollar Again

Further devaluation of tha gold
value of the dollar to the full one-half
authorized hy congress s belng seri-
ously consldered by the administration.
Af the moment It seems very likely, ro-
luctant as the President 18 to take a
Btep, whieh the gold hloe countries of
Kurope inslst would force them to fur-
ther gold . dovatuation of their curren-
cles. If 1t 18 declded to take the step,
It may come hefore congress gets down
ta conslderation of related subjects,
though It may be delnved sn na to he

a trading point In soldler bonus com-
promises,

Administratlon leaders now helleve
that they can obtaln a bonua com-
promise, which will cost the govern-
ment §1.200,000,000. Ralsing the price
of gold to $41.84 an ounce from the
present $356 would yleld the govern-
ment & profit of approximately $1,000,.-
000,000, The size of thias amount |is
due to large purchases of gold In addl.
tlon to natlonalization of domestie gold
at the old price of $20.67. 8o that, 1f
the andminlstration is right In Ite hopen
for a honus eompromise, only $200,000,-
000 additional would he needed. And
ohviongly  devaluation  waonlad nhave
actual payments on the honna by near-
Iy 17 per cent.

Japan'a attitude on gold plays m
part In the conslderationa, It has heen
holding gold at approximately $65 an
ounce, thus depreciating Ita currercy
8o far as to play havoc with Ameriean
exports to Houth Amerlea and other
markets.

Another element, which has played
an Important part In the s uatlon lead-
Ing up to this further dev lnatlon of
the dollar being glven serlous consid-
eratlon, in the fact thiat the govern-
ment haw not heen able to buy any-
thing like the quantity of stiver 1t had
hdiped, Desplta akiliful maneuvering,
such as the'government's suddenly with-
drawing fta bid for sllver on the Lon.
don mnrket, as though it had aban.
doned Its campaign, and then rushing

erlng of price, the silver purchases
have been very disappolnting.

Need Further Inflation

For  npaturally the ‘gEovernment,
pleased .over the tremendous profit
made lo devalulng gold, had been nop-
Ing to buy all the sliver it wanted at
low prices, and repeat the prolit. Un-
fortunately for this hope, China's pro-
tests that the American government
WAS ruining her with the silver huying
poliey, and this government's reply that
It was sorry but would have to keep
on, served ofliclal notice on the world
of this government's intentlon to buy
a lot of sllver. So holders of the
white metul held on, hoping for bigher
prices.

Entirely aside from this, however,
President Roosevelt Is convineed that
a little further inflation s necessury,
He had thought to obtalu it by silver
purchases, Also to make a blg profit
vut of silver., The conferences now EO-
Ing on look to at least deferring this
program, and getting both the intlatlon
and the profit by further devalulng
gold,

Several knotty problems are In-
volved. Not the leust Is the situation
of the gold bloc countrles. They have
Informed the President that if there
Is any further marking down of the
gold value of the dollar, every one of
them will be forced to devalue. Italy,
France and Belglum of course devalued
drastically. Italy 75 per cent, France 80
per cent and Belgium slightly more,
when they returned to gold after the
war, Holland and Switzerland are
practically nlone in having maintained
the gold value of thelr currencles un-
changed since before the war.

One other, point being duly consid-
ered is that no matter what this gov-
ernment does, DBritain 18 expected to
follow suit.  Apparently her effort is
to malntain the pound at about $3. Tt
Is thought she would continue to keep
it pegged at 85, or a little lower It
possible, no matter how much the
value of the dollar should be redinced,
In fact, It 18 the virtual certainty of
thig, rnther than what may be done to
the dollur, that has caused so much
agitation among the gold bLloe ¢ un-
tries,

Cheaper Electricity

Electric rates are going to he forced
down all over the United States, If
President Roosevelt ean do It, despite
all the recent talk about a *“*truce” be-
tween the President and the utilities,
And there 18 no doubt whatever in the
Presitlent’s mind that he can do It,

Thils ldea of a rapprochement be-
tween these two bitter enemles, dnt-
Ing back to the preconvention cam-
palgn, In which the utilities, fright-
ened by many of the actlons of Roose-
velt as governor of New York, fought
his nomination, has been cousiderahly
exaggerated.

Reporters mistook the Presldent's
smlle of triumph for a smile of com-
promlise and good feeling, It was good
humor, all right, but there was only
the good feeling that a victor feels
when his adversary hns hoth shoul-
ders to the ground.

What had happened wus slmple,
The Presldent had scared, the electrie
companies to death with his sugges-
tion, made In his Southern speech, of
new TVA's all over the country. Im-
mediately varlous utility magnates be-
gan to run to the White House,

Then, when the President was ques-
tioned about it, he threw out what ap-
peared at first glance n new and rath-
er henevolent theory about the fAxing
of rates. The yardstick to determlne
return.on Investment, or rather on the
Inveatment on which a return should
be permitted, was to he “prudent in.
vestment" rather than reproduction
value. As was explnined at the time,
reproduction value presented too many
difficulties. And applied only—sn far
as the utllitles were concerned—when
their properties had enhanced rather
than diminished In value,

But actually a more accurate In-
terpretatlon of the Presldent’'s mind
would be had if Instend of “prudent
investment” were =substituted “pru-
dent Investment, or reproduction value,
which ever 13 lower”

For the Presldent and his advisers
have no iden whatever of nallowing a
caplitallzatlion on which a falr return
can he made If that eapltnlization ia
In exceas of what the plant ecould he
reproduced for, no matter how “pry-
dent” the orlginal  Investment may
have bheen,

Fixing the Scale

Actually, the seale of electrie rales
will be determined pretty mitich hy
what an outfit similar to"TVA could
enter fhe field nnd provide service for,
It such ratés shonld prove go low that
falr returna cannot be earned on

a
“prudent Investment" it will be just
tno bad for the prudent Investors,

They wlll be In just as bad shape as
though they hnd a lot of water In thefr
atock,

For In such a sltuation, argne the
New Denlers, ohviously there hns
heen a atupid disslpation of the afore.
sald  prudent Investment, and why
should the publie he expected to pAy
for that? .

The Presldent menntime has heen
trying with some auccesa to drive a
wedge In between the holding com.
panles and the operating companlen
HJome of the operating company oMetals,
quick to mense which way the Presl-
dential wind was blowing, were eager
to win favor for themselves by argu.-
Ing that the management charges
the holding companies Imposed on
thain were far too high, and that
they could make lower rates 1f these
charges wera lightened. In shore, It
they could throw off the yoke of the
holding companies,

Conyright.—WNU Bor /lca,
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A Pretty Good Christmas
Germs Travel High
We Are Coughing Better
Prairie Dogs, Catacombs
It waus a sutisfnctory Christims, the
best slnce the depressinn begun, The
nation at least knoawsg that the depres-
slon Is here and that attending to it,
instead of talking ubout things “just
around the corner,” I8 the program,
The government knows thut woney
1B made (o be spent Iin ewmvrgencles
ayd that Imhung the people is cheaper

n revolution.  ‘The gouverumwent i
spending and belping.
Colonel  Lindbergh  proves., after

transatlantie flights, that bacteriy can
travel across the ocean by nir. The
winds of the north Atlantle varry
micruscople germs of life through the
upper #ir, Disease germs might trav-
el, thus, uacross either ocenn.

That Interests anybody plunning to
make wur more Interesting by adding
dlgense germs to poison gas and high
explosives, )

Sclentists  already  belleved that,
glnce life cannot be created on the
eurth, except supernaturally, life be-
gan on this planet probably  with
germs that had traveled milllons, per-
haps billlons, of miles through space
at absolute zero. ‘I'hey started life on
the enrth when It  had sutticlently

cooled off, and may have been brought
In the wake of flylng meteors,

Heat destroys microscople life, cold
does not.

Cheerful optlmists, telling vou that
conditions are petting better, remind
you of Meyer Heelit's benevaolent friend
who told each tuberculosis  patient,
“You are coughing better this morn-
ing."

We all are “eoughing” a ltile het-
ter. It has been the best, most free-
Iy spending Christmas senson sinee the
depression hegan.  Merchants testify
to that. The senson of grand opera
opened In New York with every sent

| Bold and a demund for sears nonexist-

ent,

Mr, Hull, able secretary
wnnts freer trade with foreign coun-
tries, Those that shut thelr murkets
to the outside world are like “anlmuls
which burrow In the ground.” says Mr.
Hul'  That might—he true, withont
proving that protection Is unwlse,

Anlmals burrowing In the ground—
pralrie dogs, etc.—would regret It {f
they came to the surface and sat
around inviting coyotes to eut thewn.

of sgtate,

Early Christians burrowing In  the
catncombs were bhetter off than they
would have been on  the surface,

thrown to the llons.

It 18 better for this country to bur-
row under protection than he throwm
to the lions of free competition of la-
bor and manufacturing,

Qccastonally you henr what Mr.
Field called “a sour note” In the hope-
ful chorus of “Huppy Days Are llere
Again.” Senator Dicklnson of lowa—
Republlean, of course—snys NRA
plans have collapsed. Ile finds that
“monopoly” I8 being encouraged, prl-
vate Initiative 18 bel~~ depressed and
the small business man driven to the
wall—'"The rich are hecoming richer
and the poor poorer.”

That will be news for some of the
rich—they had not heard It. You may
hear many of them say now, “If | can
get together nnd keep enough to tnke
care of my famlly, that is all 1 ask,"
and they mean it,

Projects thus far proposed by con-
gressmen and executlves In Washing-
ton would cost Uncle Sam, in addition
to money already spent, F30,000 000,040,
and would double the natlonal debt, 1f
the money were wisely created, wisely
spent, the country wonld he hetter off,
with many employed In useful work.
iat 1 it I8 found necessnry to Inflate
with Interest-hearing bonds, instead of
elmply printing the money and later
retiring It as bonds wonld he retired,
the £30,000,000,000 would cost the coun-
try $60,000,000,000,

Ia 1t really necessary to force on
taxpayers that extra lond of 250,000, -
000,000 for  Intereat, when Interese
bonds are Just 8o much “inflation
money,” In no respect different from

greenhacka?

According to dlapntches from Nan-
king, China's kllling methotds make the
efforts of 8Btalln or Hitler geem feeble,
Gen. Kiang Kal Shek glves proof In
Kiangsl provinee.  8ix milllon people
have been driven from thelr homes
and 1,000,000 killed In cold blood by
“Ied Communist” troops.

The killng champlonshlp 1a now
with Ching, naturally one of the most
peaceful countries on earth,

Mr, Irenee du Pont. munitlons man-
ufacturer, who knows about war, alnre
he produces “the goods,” tells the munl-
tlons committee "“the only way to wage
a war I8 to have an ahsolute monarch
at the head of the government”; alno
“wa shall have a h —1 of a time In cane
of war."

No queation about the Inst statement.

Mr. Baruch, entering whaole-hearted-
ly Into the Presldent'a campnign to
prevent profita for munitiona makers
in wartime, wigely urges proparation,
pays thie country should huy angd store
thousands of tone of tin for uge In the
event of war. "1 think we ought te
buy tin Just as we would Inveat in
a battleship, and keep It In atorage”

Ki Features Syndicate, Ino.
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