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—+ Ville Messenger,)

months after Yee®m surrender there
was Dot a Qeafederate Soldler under
arms through the South. The surren~
¢der was universal and in a way shacere3
fthan WoH ho desire to vontinee the
!m Complete submisslon ‘was
to the true awthoriey of ‘e
chd States. Notwithstanding thia,
_:t"n\'ls was thrast e Prison and othep
~""prominent Ymders of ‘the cy
and preminent ciizens were arrested
or forced to becomie ‘exide.
The condition @ the South was
Weplorable.  The track of desolation
und devastat¥on, without parallel in
history wspecially, extended over five
miles wide from the Tennessee line,
Qrough Georgla to Savannah, through
Routh Carolina into North Carolina,
and the greatest desolatation through
Vlrginln. Four million slaves sudden-
ly emancipated with no realization
of their responsibility. Many of them
conceived the Hea that freedom meant
cessation from labor, so they left the
ficlds, crowded to the Citles expecting
the Government to suppert them.

To the general awfal confusion was
added a flood of adventures Prom the
North, called Carpet Baggers, ‘who
were not soldlers, but only camp follow-

. orsoftheNorthern army. Men imbued | 4

;Iﬂth the passion of the lowest type.
T ) M ;men hated everything South-
il d-the negroes mlmt

S Ly

‘|the widows and orphans dt Confeder-
( Pll,ler prepared for m !?la.rtn-

The War between the States termi-
nated tn the Spring of 1865. Two

CHERAW“

suffering And unfortunate, Welall!

ate soldfers. 2nd: o protect and de-
fend the Conmstitution of the United
States and all laws passed in con-
formlty thereto and protect the States
and the people thereof from all inva-
sions from any source whatever. 3rd:
to ald and assist In the exgcutior of all
Constitutiona) laws and to protect the
people from unlawtul seizure and from
trinls, ex®pt by their peers. In ¢on-
'formity to be laws of the land.
CREED.

We, the order of Klu Kiux Klan,
lreverentislly acknowledge the Majes-
'ty and Supremacy of the Divine Be-
ng, and recognize the goodness and
providence of same. We recognize
our relation to thq United States Gov-
ernment, the suprémacy of the Constl-
tution, the Constitutional laws thereof
and the union ef States thereunder.
Most solemn of all, was the oath,
always given under the most awe In-
spiring circumstances possible, Thus,
I, before the great immaculate God of
heaven and earth, do take and sub-
scribe/to the following sacred, binding
loath and obligation. I promise and
swear that I will uphold and defend
the Conetitution ot the United States,
as it was handed down by our fore-
fathers In its original purity. I prom-
fse and swear that 1 will reject and
opposé the principle of the Radical
barty in all its forms and forever
maintain and contend that inteélligent
men shall govern the ¢ountiy. I prom-
Tse and pledge myself to assist accor-
dlug to my pecunlary circumstances
. brothers in distress. Females,
wldows. and their households shall
ever be especially in my care and pro-
tection. I promfse and swear that I

e s
ut .I'.Uo ow und hated even
tq thé Tu. It is: impossible. to
portray In Janguage how these Scala-
wagn were. detested and displsed. The
JArish orator and patriot, Emmett, once
declired “The meanest of all mean
fthings is an anti-Irish Irshman”. If
"he had lived during the Reconstruction,
‘'he would have said “That the meanest
*of all mean things, was an anti-South-
~erner Southerner,” These dangerous
leaders were the organizers of the
fearful Black TIeague, the negrees
belug used simply as means to an end.
The Black and Tan Government
composed of Carpet Baggers, Scala-
wags, and brutal negroes, now held full
sway. In this demorallzed state,
private property ‘was seized in the
name ofe.the United States Govern-

ment. This was the situation, the
South, overpowered, exhausted
prostrated, but not degraded.

Hope remained in the hearts of th
noble heroes who were willing to give
their lives and to bleed afresh for
their loved ones. This condition of
affiirs brought into existence the Ku-
Klux .Klan, and this organization
provided the solution of the dark
problem,

The Ku Klux Klan had its birth in
the town of Pulaski, Tenn., during the
winter of 1865 and 1866, There were
gix charter members, all honorableCon-
federate so]dlers. The word Ku Klux
was really coined by them, being in a
way formed from the Greek word Ku
Klos, meaning a circle. They added

thus making the name at once
uniq mysterious and fascinating.
The an was also termed the Invi-
sible Elmpire. The Klan spread rapid-
ly and 'in a year had reached suctk
larged numbers, it was found néces-
sary to have some experienced leader,
80 General Nathan Bedford Forres’, a
distinguished Cavalry leader of the
Confederacy, was selected. He took
the solemn oath in No. 10 of the Max-
well House, Nashville, Tenn., in the
fall of '66 and was made Grand Wiz
ard of the Invisible Empire. Gen. Geo.
W. Gordan, of Tennessee, prepared
the rituals and oath of the Klan, which
are as followsa:
CONSTITUTION.
Thie is an institution of .Chivalry,
Humanity, Mercy and Patriotism, em-
bodylng in conduct noble in sentiment,
generous in manhood, and pathiotic in
purpose. Its peculiar objects being
ist: to protect the weak, the innocent
and defencelese from indignities,
wrongs and outrages of the lawless
violent, and the brutal; to relieve the

-/‘-' oy

fwill obey all instruoctions given by my

' | assisted by his ten Genii;

€| dra, the Grand Giant of the Province

‘fprivate members were called Ghouls.

hhonld I ever divulge or
awucrets. signs,

s
-
i

‘

BANNER.

“The Banner or Ensign of the K. K. K.
was & tringle in shape, five feet long
and three wide at staff. The material
was yellow with red inverted scalloped
border. On this banner was painted
a Dlack flying dragon and the following
motto in Latin: “What always, what
every where, what by all is held to be
true."”

The Invisible Empire extended from
Virzinin to Texas, covering fourteen
States. The Empire was subdivided
into Realms, Realms into Dominlons,
Dominions into Provinces, and Proviu-
ces  Into Deans. Each department
had Its head officer, their duties being
definitely deslgnated, except those of
the Grand Wizard, whose control was
supresnk. The following is the list
of officers and their departments in
the Grand
Dragon of the Realm and his eight Hy-

Illy I:ll'eﬂ'inn.

the Grand Giant of the Province and
his four Goblins; the Grand Cyeclops,of

the Den and his two Night Hawks., A
Grand Turk, Grand Monk
Grand dxchequer, Grand Scerib,
Grand  Sentinel were officers of
the loeal Dens, The Genil, Hy-
dras, Furiey, Gobling, and Night

Hawks iwere staff officers and the
The Dens of places of rendezvous were
generally in dark dismal places, caves,
ete. Their appearance was always
sudden, ns if they rose from the earth,
disappearance-was quite as mysterious.
These mysaterfous maneuvers were al-
ways bern in the brain of the Ku Klux,
aml the vrceird, unearthly and ghostly
always predominated.

The costumes were intended to work
upon the superstitions fears of the
negroes. No special instructions were
given as to the color or the makeup of
these costumes. However, the robes
were nearly always white with a cross
of fiery red, a mask, and high conical
hat. The horses were also covered
with a sheet, These costumes
were all made by the women of
the South, those nohle women who
during  the war made clothing, ete.,
rounting no sacrifice too great to aid
their pretectors. A note to a Mother,
Sister or Bweetheart always met with
a prompt reply. There being no
speclal uniform adopted, accounts for
the different colors used. Of course,
heneath this disguised, the men were
heavily armed. A favorite device was
to wear false heads and arms. In this
instance, the rcbe was pulled over
t'heir own heads and the false head

doiﬁushthn of |®
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it They, often road up to.n Chufch
or meeting house of some deseription,
where negroes were assembled, steém-
Ingly for water A Ku Khix would say,
Here, Sambo, hold my heélid while I

drink. On handing the negro the akull,
the superstitious creiituré witha
scream of fright would tdke to the

woods. When & false hand wils used,
the Ku Klux would offer to shake
hands, leaving the false one in the

hands of the negro as & souvenir.

You will ask, why all this mystery?
We all know the supersitition of the
regro and also of the uneducated white.
The negroes were mn.ade to nélieve
their old masters had risen from their
graves in this ghostly garb and under
the conviction that if they did wrong,
spirits from the other world would
vis'it them, hence the negroes became
much subdued.

It must not be understood that this
w-"le band that took thelr lives into
thelr own hands, were ever unkind
or cruel to an Innocent negro. Far
from it; many Instances could be
related where they protected the just
right of the faithful ones. Mercy whs
always uppérmost In the heart of a
true K. K.

The Klan’s watch words were, the
cunning of the fox, the bravery of the
lion. The sign to distinguish a broth-
ler was thus: (describeéd by the read-
ér.) '
Theré was at all times pertyt co-
opergtion between the Hlane It\was
bften necessary to secure the aNgjs-
tance of a brother Klan an3 & me!

of the Klan was sent. This was coh-
%idered an honor as only those of un-
qfestionable bravery wife selected.

Ad soon as the neighberif® Klan was
located, the message walY.#livered,|’
the Grand Cyclops blew §is whistle,
their sign of command. ' In & few|
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bas béen construed as an . acknowl-
edgement of shamé of being counect-
ed with the K. K. K. and its history,
wiaéreas, it should be our proudest
Ilboast that it was organized and hept
up by dur bravest men. Gladstone
writes, “No greatdr calamity can be-
fall a people than to break utterly
with her past and It we forget our
ancestors, we ourselvés are unwor-
'th.ito be remembeéred.

iany of the secrets were locked
up in the breasts of the Ku Klux
and nover given te the world. The Ku
Klux warnings to 'offenders were in
keeping with thelr mode of carrying on
affairs, mysterious and terrifying,
often by a figure dangling from a tree
or some such gruesome emblem with
a warning to a negro or Scalawag, to
M\'I.ﬂ!

<The Ku Klux were opposed to ahed
ding of blood and violence was never
used except In extreme cases. Many
violent deeds were put upen the shoul-
dePs of the Klan of which they wera
entirely innocent. They did only
their stern dity and HUently stole
awRy.

The Invisible Army gave back to
its beloved land much that she lost
durfng four years of bloody carnival of
degth.  Restored in a measure the
grandeur and majesty that was the
envy of all the world in days gone by.
No hobler or grander men ever gathered
on the earth than those assembled in

e meeting places of the Klan. No

umane hearts were ever moved with

o ‘mQu!ues. The love of law and
.. the mpotection of virtue of the
t womahyool in all annals of

.mov_.pd these men to action.

minutes every horse and n'an was llﬂ-
xulud. and at the seconl

Y
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mission ‘of stern ?Infy a deed ol
Justice 18 about to be pedformed aud
woe to the gullty wwetc that - falls
under the condemnation bf the Klan,
The sworn secrecy and {dinding oath
made a bulwark of defenje as strong
as Gibraltar,

In Febrvary 1869, Ge¢n. Forrest,
Grand, Wizard of the Invisible Em.
pire issued ® proclamation to his
subjects to disband and ‘this etrange
and mysterious order, having accoii-
plished its great mission in reiteving
the South of Carpet-bayx rule, passed
out of existence forever. They

fr : ord’ of another who knew
“y arful struggle of the
! m the younger gener-

true history ‘of thé
t did so much for

r Southlapd was so firm in her
liet\ that she] was constitutionally
ght ; proud bf her heroes that she
£ nut fel the necessity of
dicating her hets, but It behooves

now to turn the search light of
uth on her pagyt in the war and let
e world know the true history. Some
¥ when she comes to her own and the
le is all told, no brighter chain in
r history, ne fairer page will ever be
d than that which tells of the
lustrious and glorious organization
dhlled the Ku Klux Klan. Its his-
'_ ry Is a preclous heritage. It indeed
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marched silently through Nasbville
though it was crowded with the mi-
litia and police, whose.orders were to
tuke them dead or alive, but who were
overawed by the brave, mysterisua
band as not to make the slightest
movement of arrest, but allowed them
to silently march up Caplitol 11ill, then
down and out of ihe city into the
forest to the meeting place, where the
chaplain led in prayer for the laat
time. The men disrched. drew from
their horses the dlsgulse an:d solemn-
ly burizn the regalla, sprinkling them
with the mshes of the burned ritual.
This weird ceremony ended the most
remarkable revolution in many 1e-
spects. in history. The Xu Klux klan
‘was born in mystery, lived in mystery,
and mystery will ever shroud its grave.
and The Invisible Empire vanished in a
night and has been seen no more by
mortal man.

Too long have we of the Soyth Te-

injured and oppressed; to succor the

placed on top with some device to hold

‘malned silent and perhaps our nl@m

e

3

rmed a clrcle of protection around
e homes of the south, a great cirele of
t illumined with deeds of love and
Pdpiotism,
In our dire extremity and darkest
dayd, the Ku Kilux Klan, the great
6 mysterious organization, ap-
red| upon the scene, and relleved the
and humiliating distress,
|The Ka\ Klux Klan has justly been
i ek the vation of the South and
Ls history
ot “light
e i peoenee
- New+ marters,
Waslllnﬂd’m.' larch 10.—New  post-
f'asters in BoutHh Carolina were ap-
Pinted today as ) follows: Alard
plagg, at LaBruce

mmerman, at Byrecel,

ce County,

Id be written in letters

D.
Springs., a néw of-
‘e In Georgetowry county; Jacob D.
Horry couii-
i Lottie G. Meycks, at Pamlico, Flor-
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COURT nousr ITEMS.
All is quiet since Court adjourned.
Those convicted have entered wupon
the service of their sentences.

Sheriff Douglass and deputy sheriff |3
Abbott are kept busy these days trall-
Ing down vlolators of the law.

Magistrate Watson's court has been
busy several days quite recently. Mr.
Watson is Decoming familiar with the
duties of his office.

Rev. James Russell, who was at
one time pastor of the Chesterfield
group of Presbyterlan churches, 1is
in town this*week and is the guest of
Mr. C. C. Douglass. Mr. Russell's
great number of friends in the' town
are glad to see him looking so well.
He lectured last night in the Baptist
church en the “war in Europe,” and a
large number enjoyed his masterly
address.

Even now the school echildren can
lift the veil and see “the good old
summertime " and vacatlon days.
Your correspondent has recently
made a trip through one or two of the
lower counties of the State, and the
conditions, generally speaking, are
more favorable in Chesterfield coun-
ty than in any county visited. In ev-
ery section, however, it seems that
the cotton acreage will be materially
reduced and “something” to eat will
be given a prominent place on the
farm thiy year.

The County Equilization Board will
meet on Tuesday, March 23rd.

~There is no doubt that tam are f~
high, but there is nothing to
pay up. It does lun ﬂn
taxed too hﬂvﬂv

ment is costlug a great deal, and ev-
ery year the Legislature creates new
offices. This year an extra appropri-
ation of $2,000.00 was allowed to fee a
special attorney for Governcor Man-
ning. We syould like for some one to
define the dutles of the attorney gen-
eral of South Carolina. He should be
the legal adviser of all the State offi-
cers.

LaCoste Evans, the “Good Roads
Pusher,” was In town a few days ago,
and he is a hustler and you can count
on him when he is needed to push for
rood  roads,

Master Rufus PPorter, the little son
of Mr. amnd Mrs, W. H. Porter, is quite
sick this week. Hope for Master Ru-
fus a rapid recovery.

Master Minor Hough, the little son
of Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Hough, has
been quite sick this week. Hope Mas-
ter Migor will svon be well again.

Monday, March the first, Mrs. El-
len Sowell, the wife of Willie Sowell
of the Zoar section of Chesterfield
Tounty, made the fatal mistake of tak-
ing a Dbichloride tablet for another
tablet which had been preseribed for
her. In a little while the mistake
way discovered. Everything possible
was done to overcome the power of
the deadly drug but nothing could be
dona  After lingering for a week
life slowly ebbing away, Mrs. Sow-
ell died early Monday morning and
wis burled Tuesday at Friendship
Methodist cruchh, her pastor, ‘Rev.
T. B. Owen conducted the services.
Mr. and Mrs. Sowell were married less
than a year ago. Before her marriage
to Mr, Sowell, Mrs, Sowell was a Miss
MeLean, of Patrick. Mr. Sowell. iIs a
member of the well known family of
fnni name in this county.

Davis IPerkins, the young man who
tried to commit suicide a few days
ago by shooting himself with a pistol,
is fast recovering.

Court adjourned only a few days
ago, amd the jail is already rapidly
filllng up again. Stealing and blind
tigering is the usual olarge.

Mr. A. J. Weathersbee, a promli-
nent merchant of Norway. 8 G, s
visiting his  daughter,
Garduoer.

'to publish Instructim_ls about putting

housckeepers want i8 points on auction
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Mrs. Doctor |55

Some of the women’s pages continue

up jams andj ellies, when, what the
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Wnanathmglssploedupwlthl
little dash of danger, it's oftentimes
more inviting and interesting. Most
folks llke tc take a sporting chance
occasionally—that's why they play the
races, buy cotton margine and—get
married.

With the approach of Bpring,
wouldu't it be a great thing for our
tewn if the majority of citizens would
determine to do a little landscape gax-
ding this year?

What if every home shouid remove
any unsightly shrubbery that may have
been permitted to grow in their yards
or along their boulevards and replace
it with really attractive plants!

All of us could do this, and we feel
sure we should be glad for it after the
passing of a few months had shown
us the improved appearance of our
streets -and lawns

The writer knows of towns where
the citizens In certain blocks enfage
a gardener by the season, each resident
in several blocks contributing a small
sum toward his salary. In this way a
sutficient amount can be raised to pay
a man for giving his entire attention
to the lawns and boulevards of that
tdistrict, and when this is done, all of
them are neat and clean at all times,
Two days work each month through
the summer will keep almost any yard
and adjoining boulevard in condition.
Dur civie pﬂdeshmldm!u'.hdﬂ
them tLhis muull atteniion.

Jo just as well to huy the ldt m
m their volce chords.
. e T

This old world of ours has queer peo-
nle in it. They seem to get prejudiced
agalinst a fellow that has never harmed
‘hem but has really done them favors.
Now we know of a young man in our
home tcwn who can never see us. He
never speaks to us. He thinks we must
ne his enemy. The only thing that we
know of deing to him was that when
he was hard up and had not the money
to get a suit of clothes, we gave our
word to the clothier that we would
see it paid. Well the fellow evidently
tnew a good thing when he had it and
after paying a few dollars on the suit
voncluded to let us finish thg jeb for
him. We did. Well, that fellow has not
ipoken to us since. He must be of the
apinion that we are his enemy., Well,
we guess we are. It never helps a
voung fellow to pay his debts for him.
He does not seem to like it and then it
makes him lcose his selfrespect. When
this is gone the fellow is on the down
rade. He must regain his self respect
in some way If ever he gets on the up-
grade,

It always does one good to shake
hands with a man ‘who has a heart
under his coat It cheers, it en-
courages, and has a vitalizing effect.
This is the genuine, the pure article,
while occasionally we come in con-
tact with people whose hand shake is
cold and clammy as a plckled tongue,
whose sticky grasp conveys to you the
uncanny suggestion of a grave yard.
You are not quite sure when you
drop his hand whether he i8 dead
or alive, yet you are pleased when
the solemn ordeal is ended. This is
the counterfeit, the spurious and the
easily detected.

Mansion Ready for the Govermor.
The legislative committee, which has
in charge the matter of repairs to the
Governor's Mansion, has completed its
work and is ready to turn the Man-
sion over to the Governor. The com-
mittee overhauled the Iinside of the
Mansion and did a considerable
amount of needed repairing.

Ship Buliding In Amerlea.
Washington, March 10.—There were
salling, steam and unrigged vessels,
of 8 624 gross tons built in the United
tates and officlally numbered during
February, according to the depart-
Pment of comimerce.

Try The Cronicle for 6 monuu—&b

ridge.—Gaffney I.edger.
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