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If you have not selected your Presents you had better get busy immediately.

s ~ The trend this year is to buy Gifts of value and ones that will be of much ser-
\ vice to the recipient.

N Our store is chock full of Gift Goods that are highly desirable and all are of
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By the very best manufacture. Below we offer a fow suggestions: =
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F:\": Sterling Silver Leather Goods French Ivory Hair Receivers M’riiing P aper E.%%
T“':\: ' Toilet Sets Piitf Boxes We have the nobbiest line you have ever laid vour :"E%.
Pﬂ:a Cigarettee Cases Traveling Sets _ ? eyes on. Comes in Pink, Blue, White and Lavender. =S¢
r::‘ & . Manicure Sets Nail Buffers Put up in handsome boxes, some with hand painted E“‘ﬁ
& . » _ medallions on cover. These are stitable for framing, =
= _ Military Brush Sets Traveling Set Nail Files L ° i =23
-:‘ Writing Pads Combs e _Something new. Just the thing for that little pic- E‘gﬁt“:
Pﬁ‘ Dinner Bells b Button Hooks 1111C I1‘01’ tthc Sspringlime. : Contains two Knives and :_'i
—3 ) " . ‘Orks, tWo Spoons, two Plates, two Napkins and tw Fin::
Eﬁ _ ' .| Manicure Sets Brushes Picture Frames pint Thermos Bottles, all packed il]l);lni:all::jsgl‘?‘lg =
r:: Community Plate Silver | Mirrors Baby Sets leather-covered metal box. Fﬁ;
Eﬂ;‘% Sets. 50-year guarantee | Clothes and Hair Brushes | Clocks Baby Rattles e have a large stock of Christmas Boxes, Seals, B
S lags, Crepe and Tissue Paper. =
P';"r:é B
° ° P

N | Christmas Candies P
B We have the finest line of Christmas Candies that ever came to Manning. They are put up in hand- ‘@é;
N some boxes and baslkets and include everything in fine eating sweets. You know she would appreciate -
~ to the utmost one of these packages. B
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Island of Madagascar the Only
Country Thus Favored.

Queen Ranavalona Il on Ascending
Throne Became First Christian
Ruler and Adopted “Glory to
God in Highest” Motto.

There Is only one spot In the whole
world where Christmas Is celebrated
twlee ench year and that is the Island
of Madngasecar, ¢ff the eastern coast
of the southern end of Afrien, and
which dominates that part of the In-
dian ocenn,

Marco Folo, the great traveler, first’

made this island known to medleval
Iurope in 1208, It was nearly two
hundred  years later when a Portu-
guese traveler obtalned the first au-
thentle Information about the Island,
in 1497, Irom that time on there were
attempts by the Portuguese, French and
English to settle the island, and they
mel with defeat at the hands of the
wild and savage 1Tovas, who controlled
the Island, and many died from Maln-
gasy fever In the lowlands of the coast,
On Christmns eve In 1672 all the
Frenchmen at IPort Dauphin were mur-
dered by the natives, In 1810 a Hova
chief, Radama I, a young man, allowed
the Christinn misslonaries to teach
thelr Bible doctrines fn the Islond, and
by 1820 Protestant Chrlstinnity was
effectlvely iIntroduced among the
Hovas,
Flirst Christian Ruler,

Radama died In 1828, and one of hig
wives became Queen Ranavalonn I,
She was bltter agninst the Christinns
and persccuted them In many cruel
ways, and she had her warrlors from
the Interlor mountains of the Island
massacre the natlve Christinng, who
would not renounce the Christinn God
and go back to the worship of 1dols.
The cruel queen relgned until her
death in 1861—a wicked record of 88
yenrs, Then her son, Rodama I, be-
came king, and although he was n
great drunkard and led a wild fe
himself, Lhe allowed the Christlan mis-
slonarles to come into the Island agaln,
He was assussinated In the palace in
1803, and his wldow, Rasoherinn, was
proclaimed queen, Upon her death In
1868, n nlece of Rannvalona I agcended
the throne as Ranavalona I, When a
girl, her gentle charltles and sympn-
thies with the Christlans during thelr
pergecutions had won respect and love,
and ‘when she beeame queen It wag un-
‘dergtood that Madaganscar had the first

ble had been printed In the Malagasy
language, also an English-Malagasy
dictlonary. So, on the day of her coro-
natlon the {dol which had been proml-
nent on slmilar oceaslons was bhanlshed
by Ranavalona II, and a copy of the
Malagasy Bible plpced near the throne;
while on the canopy above, in golden
letters, were the words: “Glory to God
in the Highest, Peace on Barth, Good
Will to Men.,” WiIth one hand on the
Bible, the queen addressed the people,
expressing the hope that they would
adopt the Christlan failth, but added:
“In thls matter you shall not be com-
pelled.,”
Ordered Idols Destroyed.

She ordered her own houschold Idols
and-the chief natlonal idol to be burn-
ed and gradunlly her example was fol-
lowed by the genernl destraction of
houschold 1dols among the Hovas, She
married the prime minister the fol-
lowing yenr and made a publie profes.
slon of her falth, and from that time
on the Christlan religion has been
grow!ing fast in the Island,

The words over the eanopy at her
coronation the queen knew to be spok-
en by the angels In the sky when the
‘shepherds henrd the nolse of wings
at the time the Christ was born In
Bethlehem,  Christmas {3 celehrated
all over the Island now. But the Hovas
have a different way of computing time
and by thelr system Chrlstmas falls
some time in November, and they cele-
brate 1t then. The Christinn date of
December 25 18 also celebrated by the
natives nlong with the misslonarles,

But it Is not a Christmay of snow
and sleighbelly, It Is a tropieal country
and Christmas day s »mder a torrid
sun, but the sky Is brill ant and the
magnificent flowering trees of many
vivid colors are filled with many pe-
cullar blrds of brilllant plumage, while
the ground beneath Is bespangled with
wild blossoms of varled hues,

Too Late.

It was Christmas eve, Starlng at
the dylng embers of the fire wng a
henutiful woman, TTer face was wor-
rled, and she clasped and uneclasped
her hands In nervous exeltement,

“Christmas  eve,” she murmured,
“and no money to buy baby a Christ-
mns glft 1"

Mechanleally. her eyes wandered
around the room until, with a gullty
atart, they rested on something stand-
Ing on the mantelplece. It was baby's
money-box. “If I only dared!” she
thought; “but what would John say?"

For a few moments she stood debat-
ing the awful question In her mind,
and then renched for the hox, *“John
need never know,” ghe sold,  ‘With
trembling hands she broke open the
box and emptled on the tablo a cole
lectlon of buttons, nails, and go on.
John had been there fivat!

THEIR TRIBUTE TO FIGHTER
Bpontaneous Expressions of Admira-
tion From Colonlals at Sight of
Gallant American Destroyer.

The next sunrise found us anchored
at the entrance to an English harbor.
Ahead and astern, as far as the oye
could reach, stretehed a line of ships
walting to earry food Into England,
That Is how England is belng sturved
by Germany! And that Is how the
British and Amerlean navies are do-
Ing thelr work |

After several deeply loaded ships
had shot In past us we got our pilot
and Joined the processlon.  Dound out
In the opposite direction a powerful
destroyer of the lntest type sSwept up,
three black plumes tralling from her
funnels and o great white hone In her
teeth,  She was the very spirit of dash
and darving, with a  inge of swank.

“T sy, that's a tophole,” “Look nt
that,” “Absolutely It," “Ripping,” wns
chorused In the English of the isles,
A blg South Afriean nudged me,

“Yank, look at that flng."

It was the Stars and Stripes, |

More than all the speeches T had |
heard on the sigoifleance of this war |
to the Anglo-Saxons mennt the qulck |
gllmpse of that Ane ship under thnt
g outward bound to defend the
shores of Englanil.

“Come on, Springhoks, n good one
for the Yanks," yelled the big colonial,
and the men who had leked the Ger-
mansg In Fast Afrien and who were
golng to lick them in Franee rosred
the Zulu war ery.—CGregory Musoen In
Outloaolk,

INNER MAN WELL FORTIFIED
American Soldler, Ordered to tha
Front, at Least Did Not Set Jut

' on Mission Hungry.

An Amerlean doughboy entered a
restonurant In the Iue Richelien and
after earefully studying the menu, or- |
tered dejeuner,

The waltress brought him baecon and
cges, cheese and o pint of beer, When
he hnd finished eating, he pald hils bill
and called the waltress,

“Now I want some luneh."

This time she brought him a plate of
ronst heef, vegetnbles anid chicken,
which he washed down with half a
dozen cups of ten; then he pald his
bill and ealled the wondering waltress
back agnin,

“Now, my dear, I want dinner,"

He ate some beef, vegetables, ap-
ples and drank a bottle of wine,

At 1:30, after hnving tnken all three
menls at once, the soldler left the res-
tnurant, and a lttle while later got
out on a misslon to the front,—Stars
and Stripes.

§ CLEAR AS A BELL

compare it critically with the products
of other makers, and the wonderful
rich tonal beauty will convince you
that Sonora is

Sumter Talking Machine

LL the words in the

dictionary praising

a phonograph cannot

make you believe that

it has a magnificent tone,
unless it bas!

Hear the Sonora,

The Highest Class Td[/eing
Machine in the World

The makers of the Sonora invite
you to be the final judge of the
pcrfcction of this instrument.

Co.,

Sumter, S. C.




