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FROM SUNNY FRANCE

France, June 15, 1911,

Smile, folks, smile. Nix cn the sob
stuff. L:fe in France is not a day-in-
and-c2y-out prososiiton of living
knee-deep in blood and mire of the
trenches. Neither is it a life of dods-
ing shells every few moments.

And this is not a letter aboat war
or fiying machines. It deals with civic
atiractions, .

New that summer is here and the
days are long, much can be aeccom-
plished. The huts that in wiater looked
celd and dreary niave Leen surrounded
with yreen grass and flowers of every
hind, The walks are lined with clean
waite 1ock. Everrtuirng 18 in a clean

Leaut 1ul, orderly iranner.

- IPields that were once shell-torn
now hold camps that have been trans-
formed into plats of beauty. It is not
that ugly clung-together-over-night
camp of yesterday. It is a home—a
home that carries with it the pride
and satisfaction of the home-makers,

who happened to be, in this case, sol-
diers OF the A, 5. T°,
A look into these huts reveals

further home-making. They in spare
time have built trinkets, lockers and

T‘othouaands of other things to recall
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home life and loved ones.
The athletic fields are very popu-
lar now. Volley ball, baseball, and
every other kind of amuscment exist
until night, when you will find all of
them have enjoyved themselves to the
ifullest extent. ~
The Red Cross and Y. M. C. A.
huts are popular resorts to the men
who wish to while away the time writ-
ing home or “chewing the rag,” as it
were, and a smoke with

it France is not a bad place. It is a
wgreat experience for the Javerage
young man—an education within it-
self, It is making a bigger man of
your boy, giving him an opportunity
to bring those traits to light that are
bound to break through the surface
when the test of manhood comes. .

The assertion that the army is
bound to break or make a man is er-
roneous, If it isn’t in a man, it cannot
break him. But if the good is in him
it is bound to come our. He will come
back to'you a better man, mentally,

other pals, b
Aside from the sentimental part of |

ithere” while
'ean attend to

because of his wider education of the
world; better physically, for the
“roughing it"” he must endure; and,
perhaps, better morally, for to the
average man, the army experience
gives him a wider conception of right
and wrong, of the big and little of
life, and the wide variation _of
thoughts between sordid, depressing
thoughts, and the eclean, wholesome
thoughts of manhood. .

Of course, we are not all coming
back, for each of us are offering our
lives to make the world safe to live
in, and some of them are going to be
chosen. It is but natural that we
should mourn our loved ongs who
have died, and those who are to die
on freedom’s battle-field, Bht thou-
sands of mothers and fathers are
blessing the day that gave them a
son, that he may offer his life, for so
worthy a cause. If your son’s life is
chosen it is a saerifice worthy of any
man and soldier.
- That boy of yours is a valuable
cog in n big piece of machinery, and
he is proud of it, through and through.
He is happy, and is a big man in a
big business. And so it is up to you
to keep the machine going  “over
we give the Hun all he
“over here.”

This is the end of the story. Just
these few lines thrown together to
shov a little sunlight in with the
murky Hunism, and to let you know
it isn't time to hang crepe. To some,
wayr means trenches; to others it
means big puns; Lo still others it
means combats in the air, But to the
most of us war is business—sirictly
usiness,
I have been workine on the front
since Jan. 14, with the exception of
ten days when we were moving from
one front to anothes. Ard, helieve me,
the First Division surely has made
the Huns open their eyss. 1 do not

believe they are regarding  the
Americans so lightly now.
So cheer up. We're happy and

working like the devil, so t
got this  little
with, and go bac
on the sob stuff,
Yours sincerely,
CROSWELL L. DAVIS.

hat we can
unpleasant job over
k. So smile, and nix

OFFICERS HOLD UP -

RAINGOAT [lRI][RSl

Action Follows Arrests in Alleged
Graft in Contracts

MANY DEFECTIVE COATS
Not Known Whether Order Means

Cancellation of Contracts or
Seizure of P’lants

New York, July 23.—Officers of the
army quartermaster's department to-
night notified concerns named by the
Department of Justice in its expose of
an plleged’ nation-wide conspiracy of
brihiry and graft in the manufacture
of soldiers’ raincoats ,that no more

~ deliveries would be accepted until fur-
ther notice, and that payment would
be suspended on large quantities of
goods already delivered, )

This action was taken by Captain
F. C. Weightman, U. S, R, in charge
of raincoat inspection, and Major
Thomas MeGrath, in charge of the in-
spection of al lwar materials in this
district. It followed the arerst yestor-
day of seventeen raincoat men and
the discovery of thousands of defee-
tive raincoats, ready for shipment to
Fiance, at the quartermaster’s depot
here,

Many Defective Coats

According to  the investigaiors
working under  Assistant Attorney
coats include many bearing rejection
marks and others which had not even
heen inspected. Thes¢ defactive conts
it was cmd, at the request of th2 yDW
it was sqxl, were n ied wilk ether
coats, in !undles Lo. v ed by the manu-
Tacturers,

Investigators intimated that more

« rejected or uninspected coats had been
slipped through since the place of in-
speetion was shifted a few months ago
from the quartermaster’s depot to the
featories. %’hiﬂ change nad been made,
it was said, at the request of the
manufacturers, who - claimed that
prompt performance of their contracts
required earlier payment than
be had if inspection was not irade
until final delivery,

Meaning of Order

Federal officinls would not state
whether suspension of deliveries and
payments mean that contracts will be
cancelled or whether they would ree-
plants by the _ﬁ?vemmgnt.

HUNS CONTINUE RETREAT

With the American Army on the
Aisne-Marne Front, July 23.—Infor-
mation reaching the intelligence dJe-
partment of the American army to-
night indicated that the Germans
were still continuing their retreat,

Far behind their lines they are be-
ing subjected to a heayy fire hy both
French and American guns, which
doubtless is hampering the movement
of their enormous supplies.

"

could |

CLEAR!NG NORTHERN BANK

|

German Fozition at Uulehy e Cnatesa
Evcoming Untenabiz

Paris, July 28.--Frencn progress in
the regrion of Culchy-le-Chates 1, s4ys
the Echo de Paris, will soon render - he
German positicns in that sestor unten-
able. New forces of Gen. de Mitry s
arm- have crossed the Marne between
Pasy and 1o mans, savs the |'eg't
Journal, which concludes  thar the
Northern bank of the Marne in this
ragion will soon be cleared of the en-
emy.

| -
37 HUN PLANES DESTROYED

Shot Down hy Britl:i\ and French
Airmen

Paris, July 23.—Thirty-seven (er-
man mrplancsb were brought down or
put out of action by Frenth and Brit-
ish nirmen vesterday. Four captive
balloons were burned and many tons
of bombs were dropped on German
concentration points, This announce-
ment is made in the official communi-
cation issued by the wapr office to-

_ —W-—8—-8—
GRANTING OF DIVORCES
IS LEGALIZED IN CUBA
Havana, July 22.Granting of di-

vorces in Cuba is now legalized by a
bill passed by the senate. Under it

neither party to a divorce may marry |h

a third party until a full year has
clapsed from the time the decree is
pranted,

The divorced pair, however, may
again  become husband  and  wife
through remarriage at any time,

The principal grounds on which a
divorce may be applied for by the in-
nocent party are infidelity, habitual
drunkenness, failure to provide and
failure to return within two years

after judicial deelaration of absence
from home,

—W—-S—8—
CYCLONE LIFTS WATERS
OF LAKE UP TO CLOUDS

Fond-du-Lae,, July 22.—--During a
slight rainstorm recently a eyelone
formed over Lake Winnebago and the
funnel-shaped cloud, dipping down to
the surface of the lake, drew up im-
mense volumes of water which were
later discharged from the cloud in
such quantities as to resemble a cloud-
burst.

—W-—-8—-8—

The Times lost one subseriber this
week, but he has been replaced by
thirlty-one new ones. He stopped our
aper, claiming it was a Blease paper.
tvidently he got his news mixed. At
least it lgoks-so to us.

ALLIES STILL CAININC
CROUND SLOWLY ON
CERMAN HORDES

Number of Towns of Strategic Im-
portance Taken by French and
American Troops

HUN RETREAT CONTINUES

Midway Between Soissons and Amiens
French Strike Blow by Way of Di-
version With Splendid Results.
Huns Fear Heavy British At-
tack Kast of Amiens. In Al-
bania French and Italian
Troops Continue to
Muake Progress

The Entente Allied troops on the
Soissons-Rheims  salient continue to
igeain ground, both on the western side
of the battle front and on the south
along the Marne and toward Rheims,
nolwithstanding the mereasing rosist-
ance of the Germams and the bad
weather that is prevailing  on the
southern part of the line.

While the latest gpains recorded are
not as wreat, on the whole, as those of
‘previons days, they nevertheless have
laddea positions of strategic value to
:the Allied line for the further proseeu-
tion of the cefforts to clear the terri-
tory of the enemy. In the fighting
more prisoners, puns and war stores
lhave fallen into the harls of the
American, French and British troops.

As a diversion the French to the
‘northwest, midway between Soissons
and Amiens have delivered a blow
against the German line, which has
been productive of excellent results.
Striking on a front of about four
miles Gen. Foch's troops penetrated
the enemy lines for a distance of
about two miles and gained the
heights dominating the valley of the
| Avre viver and the plains beyond. Iif-
!teen hundred Germans were captured
'by the French. The official commun-
jcation issued by the French war of-
fice refers to this fighting as u loeal
operation.

Huns Pushed Back

South of Soissons the drive of the
Franco-American forces toward Fere-
En-Tardenois has pushed further badk
the Germans on bhoth sides of the
Oureq river. South of the river, not-
withstanding fierce resistance, the Al-
lied forces reached the railroad line
between Armentiers and Coiney, run-
ning southward to Chateau-Thierry,
and pressed on beyond it. This ad-
vance brings the French and Ameri-
can troops relatively to within seven
niles of Fere-En-Tardenois, and also
gives them a dominating position for
big gun play over the eastern scetion
of the railway line running from Ar-
menticres to Fere-En-Tardenois.

Americans Take Town

On the northern, bank of the Marne
to the east of Chateau-Thierry the
town of Jaulgonne, from which the
Americans rotreated during the Ger-
man offensive, has been recaptured
and left in the rear by the advancing
troops. East of Jaulgonne the French
‘likewise have advanced their line on
the north bank of the Marne and clune
to their newly won positions, not.
withstanding the violence of the Ger.
man counter moves and the statement
of the German War Office that they
ywere driven out.

British Gain

Likewise south of Rheims where
the British are fighting  with  the
French strong enemy positions have
been captured and the Alljed line ad-
vanced nearly a mile. The reinforced
German front here stubbornly con-
tested the advance but (he British
and French pained the advantage and
in addition to inflicting heavy casual-
ties took prisoners and five guns, The
British alone captured 300 Germans,

The counter-attacks of (he Germans
continue with great violence, with

eavy gun and machine gun fire be.
ihind them., Where they are forced to
jBive ground the Germans are leaving:
inumerous machine gun nest. in the
open to harass their enemies and ail
in making secure the retirements,

Rain of Gas Shells

The Germans aparently are fearful
that the constant nibbling at theijr
lines east of Amiens by the British
foreshadow an carly attack, and they
are sending a r: )
the Vilelrs- Bretonneux sector as a
rrecaution. The British on various see-
jtors of the front in I'rance and Flan-
lders continue daily to make slight
gams against the cnemy and  take
prisoners and machine guns,

In Albania both the French
Italian troops are kee
(pressure against the

the latest reports from Rome and
I Paris considerable gaing are eredited
+to the Allied troop sand ulso the cap-

jture of important positions and prig-
oners and guns.

; German Account

Berlin, via London, July 23— The

headquarters report this evening says:
“There have been loca) engagements

on the western bank of the Avre.

Between Soissons a nd Rheims  the

Crown Prinee’s army frustrated a

strong attack by joint enemy forces,”
The text re:urs: A

. At many points on the front Brit-

ish dctac_hm ‘nts advanced against our

lmes._ They were repulsed, Artillery

I-actiwty revived in the evening,

| ‘There was quiet on the battle front

and

ustrians, In

tin of gas shells aver |

ing up their!

at times. South of the Aisne, the en-
emy, as a result of his heavy losses,
did not review his attacks yesterday.
The artillery duels also decreased in
violence,

“On both sides of the Qureq and be-
tween the Oureq and the Marne the
jenemy  launched violent partial at-
tacks on nearly all seetors; they were

“IEnemy detachments which pene-
trated our advanced positions on the
Marne on both sides of Jaulgonne
were thrown back to the river by
counter-attacks. There have been lo-
cal battles southwest and  east  of
Rheims,

“I'ifty-two enemy airplanes
four captive balloons were
down yesterday.”

HHuns Counter With Vigor

With the American Army on the
Adsne-Marne Tront, July 23— The
fighting continued throughout tonight
north and northeast of Chateau-Thier-
irv. The Germans by no means were
slack in accepting the Allied challenge
and  struck back with pgreat vigor,
The fighting  immediately  north of
Chateau-Thicerry was so fieree as al-
most to rob it of the suggestion that
it was a rear puard action,

With a minimum artilelry fire by
‘hoth sides the Americans advaneed
ytheir skirmish line over yellow wheat
[fiL']llH, dotted with poppies, ‘and
|Ihrnn,'_rh elnmps of woods. It was In-
irii:m fighting modernized by machine
sun work,

The Germans left on the field n
#reat number of machine gunners in
nests,  Many of these puns were cap-
tured, and the entire personnel of a
machine gun company  tonight is
swelling the already big list of prison-
ers tnkon,

Bad Weather Sets In

With the American Army on the
Aisne-Marne Front, July 23.—The
weather along the battle front this
morning was inclement, rain and mist
prevailing,

German  reinforcements were re-
ported today in the district to the
cast of Soissons at the tip of the Ger-
llI_l:ln right flank on the Aisne-Marne
ine.

While fires were reported in the
district to the north of the Marne last
night there were no reports of similar
conflagrations along the line south
from Soissons or that running south-
west of Rheims, £

The indications thus were

and
brought

that thii

up additional territory
flanks of their positions
are compelled to do so,
Very Heavy Fighting
London " July 23rd—Immediate
south of the viver Ourcq on the Aisn
Marne battle front, the
I'rench  forces are
had very heavy fig
crtheless, they have succeedd  in
raching several places on the rail-
road between Armentiers and Coincy.
This part of the railvoad is more than
six miles to the east of Neuilly St.
Front.

The situation along the river Marne
was unehanged today except that the
Germans apparently  overwhelmed
:some of the French troops across the
iriver south of Vineelles and north of

| Dormans,

along these
unless they

ly
(i.
advaneing
reported to have
hting today, Nev-

— W88
|TO STOP LEAKAGE OF
INFORMATION TO ENEMY

Washington, July 22—The emergen-
¢y corporation is making new e¢f-
forts to cut off all possible leakage of

information to the enemy through
neutral countries, ¢

There is no matter of graver inter-
est oor concern to the central powers
than the progress of the shipbuilding
program of the United States, it is as-
serted.

Today a general order was put into
effeet at all United States ports by
the issuance of positive instructions
to collectors of customs to refuse per-
mits for taking photographs and spece-
ifications of American vessels  and
shipbuilding plants out of the United
States.,

Large quantities of marvine docu-
ments considered as jeopardizing  the
miltary interests of the government
are said to have been scized al the
iport of New York. Among the papers
were detailed drawings of Ameriean
steamships, sailing vessels and mine-
_Iswt'opm's and detailed  specifications
jof merchant vessels and ships being
{built in this country for the
navy.

IF'rench

O, Y. S
VON HINDENBURG AGAIN

Oft Reported Dead; Now

Seriously 111

Reported

London, July 23.—TField
von Hindenburg, chief of the German
general staff is seriously ill and has
taken no part in military operations of
the present year, according to infor-
mation from Bevlin, says a Central
News dispateh from Berne today.

Al great personal effort, the mes-
sage adds, the field marshal was pres-
ent at a few of the receptions, but
went through the functions without

speaking, ]
writing, the advices declare,

repulsed.  South of the Ourcq they
were frustrated by our counter-at- |
tacks,

Germans have determined not to give |t

Ie is quite incapable of and to this

HARRY LEVISON

Tours, France, 6-20-18,
Dear Ben:

Your letter dated May 20th received
a few days ago. Tt was, beyond =«
doubt, read with more interest than
any yet received,

Well, Ben, as this is June 20th, you
are no doubt now in camp, and going
i through the first maneuvers of a re.
cruit. Bay, my sympathy is sure with
you, for 1 know how T felt the first
few weeks in camp. But don't worry,
you will pradually become aceustom-
il Lo camp life, and as the days go
by, you will like it better and better,
(Continuous laughter.) She scems a
little hard at times, but with all the
thardships there is lots of pleasure in-
termingled,

Sister Jennie hid alveady  written
me concerning Harry Riff going to
camp.  How does he like the change
from a “Style-Plus” to an “Uncle
Sam?” 1 know the old scout took it
pretty hard to begin with, Bet he is
enjoying it now, though.

Yes, Ben, it is best that you did not

claim exemption.  If you had, after
the war, the civilan population, and
even  the soldiers returning from

France, would have branded you as n
ccoward and a slacker, There would be
no peace for you anywhere. Fingers of
seorn would be ever pointed in vour
direetion; and the people would ask:
“Who are you, that you failed to do
vour bit?"

"Pis better to suffer the hardships
and dangers of a thousand hells than
te ho looked upon, and really be, an
outcast from decent society. Although
the soldier's life in France is not a bed

LIKES

THE LIFE OF A SOLDIER

You wil Ino doubt  be disappointed
when yon try to send me the things
vou speak of in your letter, us Unele

(Sam has deereed that no more parcels

or packages of any kind can be sent
to the “Sammies” in France. In or-
der to ot anvthing from the States,
I would have to make a specific re-
quest for articles wanted and have it
endorsed by my  company command-
er. I've decided not to do that, =0 you
see, my receiving anything from the
States is a bygone dream.

IL cortainly is o source of pratificu-
Lion Lo me to know that the folks baek
home are so solidly behind the boys
over here. Without their help we could
do nothing, In order to win this war
cach and every one must do his share,
That “Work or Fight” law is a wood
one, and will no doubt force some of
the heretotore idlers and loafers rte
findd o us=eful occupation. 1t will @0
pretly hard with the poor fellows,
won't it? Too bad they won't be al-
lowed to “Bum” arounil while othors
work. They sure have my syvinpathy,
as well as contempt,

You ean just “ean” that hero stuff
AL present 1 am only a elerk, so don't
have much chance to perforin any he-
roic deeds. Will wait until yon come
over, then we will show “Fritzie” a
thine or two together,

“1I know you and Harry pulied a
big one while in New York.,  Wish 1
could have been along, Wait until T
reach the old Metropolis again: Brond.
way won't be wide enougrh or me te
pass through.

I note what vou say withf reerence
to your Liberty Bonds. That's fine!
l’\'c-v;: it up. At the raic you are going,

of roses, I would not trade places with
‘nn_\' boy in Ameriea today who s safe
Ifrum all dangers, but look
a slacker.
|  When this war i over
reigns once more, who wil
man of the hour?” Certainly not the
imun who stands behind and shivks |
jduty to his country and (o himsel?
but the mun who sées his duty hesore
1him' and performs it faithfully ro.
‘gardless of all dangers that might lie
in the path ahead,
I pglory in your
terratul

ed upon as

and peace
I be “The

“spunk™, and con-
e you on vour decision. May
l here be many more to sec and appre-
ciate it as you do.

Many a man has yet to be sent ove
before that monster of all nations,
Germany, ean be whipped, If you
could see the havoe wrougrht by this
barbarous nation; see the thousands
of childven made orphans, all for the
sake of the ambition and wreed of one
man, there would be no hesitancy on
Ithe part of any red-blooded Americans
ito step forward and say: “l am ready
and willing to make the supreme sac-
rifice, so that this nation (Germany)
cannol apain rise and eause untale
agony and suffering (o fall upon
peace-loving  and  more humane na-
tions.”

Many thanks Ben for w
send me a1 War Savings Stamp as »
|(souvenir, Sorry you fo pot it. Bringe
it along with you when you comoe over
Will

anting 1o

appreciate it just as much then |

. Morgan will soon look like
piker,

Ben, one hundred dollars in France
|tmh|_\r doesn’t make a man as rieh as
iyou think it does. You must remember
jthat these are war times, espec
in France, and that wrevvihinge ig ex-
tremely high,  Say anvthine to the
Freach peoyle about the high price of
thiogs, and they will say “(Mest La
Guerre,” which “in the language  of
God's peaple moeans: “1t is the war”
| Boy, this is a ereat country. You
can have a good time or a bhad time,
Just as yvou make it. When vou land,
don't squander your money on any
and everything vou sce. You will no
!doubt be over here quite a while, so o
Jeasy. I made the mistake of heing too
free in the beginning, and now regret
iit.  Expricnce is a good teacher, am
tlearning fast.

Glad you were so successful in your
feanvias for the Red Cross. That's g
s wonderful organization  over here,
But for that, many o poor soldier boy
would suffer for Jack - attention,

[ Well, so lone, old scout, (iive my re-
gards to all my friends. Hope to see
vou over here hefore many days, It
will hardly be my privilege to meet
tat the teain, but nevertheloss you will
be weleomed, 1 am,

Your friend,
Harry Levinson,

iI‘t'r. Harey Levinson, Na. 33124587,

Co. D, Idgrs. Bn,, A, P, 0, 717,
I American E. I, France,

(P. 8. Answer real soon,

inllly

FOOD CRISIS IS OVFR
STATES MR, N1OOVER

American Food Admintstrator Makes

All Anxiety as to the Great Essentials
of Food Past, He Says

]
food administrator, gave a1 muost reas- |

suring review of the food situation,

We can say emphatically that all
anxiety as to the great essentials of
food is now passed.” Wy, lHoover de-
Telared,

In o statement today on food proh-
plems, Me. Hoover spoise ol the Lreul
iproblem of agricultup.! substitution,
which, he said, was dominated by two
teritienl and related factors, the first
cof which was time, and the second ex- !
[penditure in fodder and land produe-
tivity,
! “To inerease our heef production,'
continued Mr. Hoover, “swoull pe. oo
"from three to five yvears. On the othoy
hand, we could bring about an cnoge-
mous inercase inoour aeat and fat |
lprnduvliun through swine within nine !
to twelve months,”

" i
: i & |

Mr, Hover said the Ameriean agri- |
cultural population had heen lll‘j.'t'{||
along this line and had been Fiven as-

‘ ( mestoy
Marshal |surances which had led to a wonder. | & 1e8ter,

ful increase in swine production, 1
' “I' have in my possession the needs
'of the European Allies for meat,” the

furnish this whole volume in |:u1'k|
alone.  We can summarize our ]m-s-l
ent position by stating that within thq
next twelve months we can, with less
pressure of saving upen our p(:up]u,i
export 18,000,000 tons if necessary,
Canada will add 3,000,000
tons,"

: nearest

!
Address in London i1y we will have more ships for Amoeri.

DROP OF $8 BALE RECORDED ‘

A was thought she was the st
(which was damnwee

prasses througrh someoe

After announcing that all
had passed Mr. Hoover continned:

“"We are buildinge ships as a part
tof our submarine defense,  We have
now built up our foad resepyves in the
mirket as a further defense,
The eall for ships for food nex vear
will be less than last ani conseguent-

anxiety

soldiers,”

N
DAMAGED STEAMER IN TOW

vian

Believed to Be Ship Damaged in Ex-

i | plosion

London, July 23 —Speaking  at A | 25
(luncheon given in his honer by Lht*l An Atlantie Dort, Juiy 2. A lirge
lord mayor at the Mansfon House to- four masted Belgian  relief stenmer
day, Herbert C. Hoover, the American

passed here south bouna in tow of the
wrecking tug Resolutoe today,  Her
name could not be distingruished, but
painted in large lettors on her side,
were the words “Belginn Relief Ship."
camer
Lin an explosion at
u North Atlantic port several months
apgo and was being towed (o another
port to finish repairg,
. L
ARSORBED RBY SOUTHERN

Caralina and Northwestern Railway is
!

Merged
Knoxville, Tenn., July 23 The Car.
olina and Northwestern Railway, 135

nitles long and valued ab F2.700,000,
has been absorbed by the Southern
Railway and the management of it
wil lmaintain its corporale identity

as have other
the Southern.

The Ine extends from
S, C., to

short lines merped wilt

Hickory to
Lenwvir, N. ., and
very rich coun-
try.

— W8

food administrator went on. “We can | BRISTOL, PLANES NOT

OF MILITARY VALUFE
July 28 I'roduction
d States of Bristol type
lanes has been discontin.
ued after tests showing that the ma
chine is not of military value, the

ar Department tonlght announced,

Washington,
of the Unite
of fighting p



