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HOUSE WITH WILSON

REPEAL OF FREE TOLLS WINS BY
YOTE OF 247 T0 161

—_—

CLARK SPEAKS FINELY

el

Speaker Leads Opposition But Shows
Admirable Good Feeling—Wilson’s
Personal Appeal, Backed by the
Force of Reason, Sweeps Throngh
House of Representatives.

The natigpal House of Representa-
tives Tuesday night, after one of the
most spectacular legislative struggles
in the kistory of the nation. voted to
repeal the provision of the Panama
canal act exempting American ves-
sels from the payment of tolls. The
vote on the repeal bill was 247 to
161, 2 majority of 86 votes in sup-
port of the persenal plea of Woodrow
Wilson, president of the United
States.

This verdict on the issue which has
absorbed congress for many weeks
came at the close of a stirring dar,

~“made memorable in the annals of the
House by a party division which
found Speaker Champ Clark, Majority
Leader Underwood and other Demo-
cratic chieftains lined up In open op-
position with the president on an
issue which the latter has declared
essential o the conduct of the na-
tion’s foreign policy.

Tuesday’s result was the first strug-
gle within the party since Democracy
took control of the government a
year ago. On the final vote 220
Democrats in the House stood by the
president, giving him in “ungrudging
measure” what he had asked “for the
honor of the nation™ in its foreign
relations. Twenty-five Republicans
and two Progressives also voted to
sustain the president. Fifty-two
Democrats followed Speaker Clark

. and Leader Undyerwood to defeat.

Nothing, it seemed, could stem the
tide of administration success.
Speaker Clark, for nearly 22 years a
member of the House, made the
speech of his life to forestall what he
termed “unquestionable degradation”
of the nation. In this he failed, but
he did smooth over the party breach
with kindly words for his adversaries,
praise for President Wilson, and an
unqualified denial of any vaulting am-
bitdon on his own behalf. When he
had closed the debate for the opposi-
ticn to the repeal the speaker was
triumphant in defeat, for the entire
legislative assemblage, in which were
many senators, rose en masse to cheer
him. .

The scene in the House chamber
when Speaker Clark yielded the gavel

to Representative Underwood, the|

majority leader, to defend his course
in the great controversy probably was
unrivalled in the history of Ameri-
can legislation. Never before within
the recollection of the oldest member
had the galleries been so packed with
interested spectators. Outside the bal-
leries the corridors were jammed
with disappointed hundreds. On the
floor né@arly every member was in his
geat. Even the Senate had adjourn-
ed and scores of senators occupied
geats on the floor.

It was a rare political stage set-
ting that this throng witnessed.
Standing before them while Demo-
cratis and Republican members cheer-
ed him to the echo was the sturdy,
big framed, silver haired speaker
with resclution beaming on his coun-
tenance, his thin lips clenched tight-
1y, his face pale and stern. Behind
him. pounding for order, was Mr.
Underwood. There they were await-
ing the climax of the long debate,
these two leaders of the Democratic
party, heading the first revolt in the
party ranks since Democracy put
Woodrow Wilson in the White House.
Even House Democrats who for the
first time had turned their backs on
their immediate leaders and stood
resolutely by the president through-
out the fizht were impressed at the

. Beene.

The interest was tense as Speaker
Clark bezan to speak, and his first
utterance, breathing a spirit of har-
mony as against discord and assuring
the country that the president and be
personally were at peace, seemed to
spread over the assemblage, particu-
larly the Democratic side of the
House a feeling of relief.

“There is no personal issue be-
tween the president and myself,”
said the speaker and his voice was
drowned in a chorus o! Democratic
shouts while Republicans and Pro-
gressives znplauded.

At the outset the speaker read his
address, but soon he got into his 2ld
time oratorical swing and was ham-
mering home with sweeping gestures
his deliberately delivered words.
‘When he praised the patriotic mo-
tives of President Wilson, again was
he interrupted by applause. Upon
his emphatic declaration that with
those who charged him with attempt-
ing to disrupt the party *‘the wish
was father to the thought” not a
member on the floor but applauded
him. “Loes any man in this House
believe the Democratic leaders are
working to split Democracy?"” the
speaker fairly howled as he leaned
toward the Democratic side and
looked into the faces of his col
leagues.

“No! No!" wus the thunderous re-
ply from every part of the chaiaber.

“Let him courazeous!y stand up
here and now,” continued the speak-
er, “that we may see his cast of

countenance.” But no man stoed up
and the House cheered again.

Throughout the speech thltere was
not a dull moment. Repeatedly he
was cheered znd the echoes of the
plaudits rang through the rave:terat-
ing halls of the capital in frequent
waves.

The speaker talked calmly when he
referred to the Baltimore convention
and recalled how he had led in the
presidential nomination for 29 bal-
lots and when he told his colleazues
he was mindful of the fact that his
course {7 this crisis might mean the
end of his publie rareer, there was no
evidenca »f regret or of alarm in his

ANOTHER TRAIN ROBBED

LONE BANDIT BOARDS SEABOARD

——

CAR AT COLUMBIA.

LEADS ALL STATES ™

SOUTH CAROLINA LEADS OTHERS

IN VALUES PER ACRE

—————
As the Train Left the Union Station SRR
Masked Man Holds Up Express [;[“’EHS TWE[VE EB“PS
Messenger and Rifles Safe.
—_———
For the third time in two years a
“lone bandit"” made his appearance in | Government -Figures Show That

Columbia Saturday night. Entering,
pistol in hand, the express car of the
northbound Cubda-Florida special,
just after it left the Seaboard station
at 6:45 o’clock, an unknown white
man covered Express Messenger Free-
man, compelled him to vpen a small
safe, secured a small package of let-
ters and reports, valued at $100, and
when the train slowed down at the
Sidney Park vards, just three blocks
from the statior, he jumped off and
disappeared.

The fast train, which is No. 2 of
the Seaboard Air Line railway be-
tween Jacksonville and New York,
proceeded on to the Elmwood cross-
ing. There Conductor Kennet. in-
structed J. M. Gill, the crossing
watchman, to telephone the Columbia
police station and the agent at the
passenger station. The train then
proceeded on its way. The lone ban-
dit was described by Messenger Free-
man as being about 5 feet § or 7
inches tall and weighing 169 pounds.
He wore 2 small cap, dark clothes
with vest and was apparenily 25 or
30 vears old.

Two years ago a loue bandit en-
tered the mail car of ana Atlantic
Coast Line passenger train, between
Rogsster and Columbia. A small
package of registered mail was se-
cured. March 5 of this year ar un-
kpnown white man hel up and robbed
a Southern railway train from Char-
leston at practically the same point
and at practically the same hour. No
arrests haxe eved been made in eith-
er case. ,
Presumably the robber Saturday
night boarded the Seaboard train at
the Columbia station when it arrived
in Columbia at 6:45 o'clock from
Jacksonville. The train was running
15 minutes late. Before the train
had cleared the ryards the robber
walked into the express car by the
rear door. Messenger Freeman was
engaged with his work. The robber
was masked. Ie issued a sharp com-
mand for Freeman to throw up his
hands. The messenger complied with
the order. The robber next ordered
that the small safe in the car be
opened. This order was obeyed. The
robber, holding the messenger undel
cover, went through the contents of
the safe. He took only one package.
The train had proceeded about three
bdlocks and had slowed down for the
vards. Backing to the rear door, the
robber disappeared.

HOMICIDE NEAR MARION.
—_—
Croatan Indian Charged With Kill-

ing His Brother.

Crickett Calder, a Croatan, living
about six miles north of Marion, is
charged with having killed his broth-
er, Willis Calder, in a drunken brawl
Friday night. It is said a spade han-
dle was the weapon used. From re-
ports, it seems that the two men
were travelling along the country
road near Moody's Mill, and after a
few words Crickett struek Willis with
the spade handle, crushing the skull
of the latter, who lived until morn-
ing. Crickett Calder is said to have
attempted to escape, going to the
town of Latta with the seeming in-
tention of there taking a train on the
Atlantic Coast Line. He was quickly
arrested by the authorities on the re-
@uest of the sheriff of Marion county.

BABY USES PIG'S EXYE.

——————
Remarkable Operation Has Been Per-

formed at Baltimore.

What is believed to be the first
operation of its kind in the country
was performed Tuesday at a Balti-
more, Md., hospital when the corner
of a pig's eye was grafted on the
sightless erve of a three-months-old
boy. It was said that previous opera-
tion in which rabbit's eves had been
used were unsuccessful, but that ex-
periments with pig's eyves had led
scientists to believe that they were
more adaptable. Two cases are said
to be on record where the grafting of
human corneas gave sight to totally
blind eyes.

P

Nearly Tickled to Death.

“Tickled to death' came near be-
ing literally true for Miss Ivy Martin,
a pretty 1S8-vear-old girl of Ports-
mouth, Ohio, Saturday, when she be-
came ill as a result of too much
laughing, and for a time was thought
to be dying.

Shoots Praying Man.

Because *“a stronge compelling
voice” whispered in his ear: *“Per-
form a blood sacrifice and purify the
meeting,” E. M. Metcalf, of Los Ange-
les, Cal., shot Gustav Victor Huzo at
the latter was leading in prayer Sat-
urday.

The speaker said he had no harsh
words to speak of any colleagues who
had eriticised him, but he referred to
some of them—Representative Henry
of Texas, who led the fight for the
cloture rule on tihe repeal bill: Rep-
resentative Shirley and Representa-
tive Hardwick, who had aided in that
fizht. The House was moved to up-
roar of langhter when the speaker

While Six Others Are Nomimally
Ahead of This State, Their Small
Average Makes South Caroiina
Actually the Peer of Them All

“Very often we hear it stated that
if we could only get the value of oar
agricultural products per acre up to
what it is in the States of tie Middle
West, South Carolina would be the
greatest State in the Union,” remark-
ed Commissioner Watson recently.
“The truth of the matter is that
South Carolina has a greater value
per acre ior the 12 leading crops--
corn, wheat, oats, barley, rye, buck-
wheat, potatoes, hay, flaxseed, cotton,
rice and tobacco, representing more
than 90 per cent. of the total area of
all crops—than any State in the Mid-
dle West, than any other State in the
South and than any other State in tl'e
Union, with the exception of Neva-
da, Arizona, Massachusetts, Rhoie
Island, New Jersey, Connecticut, the
only six States which exceed the dis-
tinguished little pioneer. In volume
of agriculture none of these six States
could be called an agricultural State,
as agricultural States go to-day, and
that being true, when we consider the
volume of production measured in
millicns of dollars, the farm of 1913,
for value per acre of crops, belongs to
South Carolina.

“0f course, nobody had dreamec,
perhaps, that this would happen, and
I hardly believed it myself to-dav,
when I got from Washington these
average values per acre of the 12
crops combined in each of the States
of the Union. South Carolina’s value
per acre is $25.18, Georgia's Is only
$20.50, North Carolina’s is very close
up to the Palmetto State with $24.84.
Virginia's is $23.69, and then they
tumble. The so-called great agricui-
tural producing section of the Middia
West runs like this:

“Ohio, $19.29; Indiana, $17.28;
Illinois, $14.87; Iowa, $17.01; Mis-
sourl, $12.29; Michigan, $16.83;
Wisconsin, 219.41; Minnesota,
$14.26; North Dakota, $8.15: South
Dakota, $9.48; Nebraska, $10.85;
Kansas, $7; Tennessee, $18.01.

“In the rest of the Soutk not men-
tioned above it runs this way:

“Alabama, $20; Mississippi.
$19.82: Louisiana, $19.05; Texas,
$18.52; Oklahoma, $10.06; Arkansas,
$18.56.

“In the Far West, with the excep-
tions I have noted, New Mexico and
Nevada, the highest figures are $20
and $20.25 in California. Up in the
Fast the figures are:

“Maine, $23.72; New Hampshire,
$20.44; Vermont, $20.78; Massachu-
setts, $32.34; Connecticut, $37.63;
New York, $19.33; New Jersey,
$29.02; Pennsylvania, $21.34; Dela-
ware, $18.47.

“The average for the entire United
States is $16.31, which is just exactly
1 cent more than it was in 1909.

“It ought to be pretty convincing
also to the people who come down
and look around the South and say
that if the conditions here were ‘like
they are at home what a paradise it
would be’, to know that the average
value per acre of these 12 crops in
the South Atlantic States is $22.54.
which is higher than in any other
section of the United States. In the
North Atlantic States it is $21.08, in
the East North Central States it is
§17.07, in the West North Central
States it is $11.52, in the South Cen-
tral States it is $17.45, and in the far
Western States it is $19.59.

The increases since 1809 show
that the South Atlantic States out-
strip the entire country. In both the
East and West North Central States
there has been o steady decline, and
this is true of the North Atlantic
States. In other words, these offi-
cial federal figures that have just
been issued show beyond all question
of doubt that while we have only as
vet begun to scratch the surface of
our opportunities here in the South
Atlantic States, agriculturally, these
States are to-day the leaders in agri-
cultural production when measured
by the only true yard stick, which is
the actual value of the crops produc-
ed on each acre of land cultivated
and planted.

“They bring to the eyes of the
world what is ever more important
to us people here in Scuth Carolina,
and that is the fact that Scuth Caro-
lina, volume of agricultural produc-
tion considered, is indeed the leading
state in the American Union to-day
in agricultural endeavor. It demon-
strates to the outsde world that the
methods we have been employing in
the last decade in South Carolina to
increase average production per acre
of the 12 leading crops of the coun-
try has brought her to the forefront
and that she is actually in advance at
this time of any of her sister States
by perhaps several years.

“It occurs to me that we, as a
people, ought to thank the federal
zovernment for collating and publish-
ing to the world these official figures,
for they are sufficient answer to the
man from Towa, the man from Illi-
nois, and the man from Michigan,
who comes down on a trip to look the
situation over and because things
happen not to be done exactly in the
way he is doing them, begins to dis-

Fir,
don't bodder

his party a

tire House sw.
roared again with laughter.
Mr. Hardwick langhed, and those who
ran.e expecting to listen to a politi-
«al diatribe laughed and cheered with ;

the others,

said, referring to Mr. Hardwick:

“So far as the
Georgia is concerned. I say:
den't bodder me;

me.' "

It was several moments after this
humorous disposition of the case of
before
speaker could resume because the en-
hack and roared—
Eveon

dversaries

The House listened attentively to

gentleman from
‘Shoo!

Sheoo! Fly,

the

course at length about the great pro-
ductive power of his country and to
scorn the conditions that his eyes
rest upon around him.

“I meet such every day, and here-
after, for this vear at least, I shall
keep these federal official figures with
me all the time, and when I strike
snch a man, quietly hand them to
him to study and then in a brotherly
manner advise him to come and make
Wiz Lhome in what, ten ¥years 229,
when econditions were pitiable, I was
bold enough to proclaim to the out-
side world was—as it is now—""The

L )

(1

Garden Country of America'.

voice or demeanor,

There were meny things worse, Le !
sald, than beinz de l
or for the speakerghin,
clared he was not a randldate for the
presidency and could he happy with-
out it, he interrupted himseif with a

When he da-!

fented for eonoress | lieved the president was mistaken, his|
~!had given her a spanking because she

Na- | staved out late Sunday night, Helen
tional railway wonld profit by the re-| Smith, 15 years old, attempted sul-
peal.-and his appeal agalnst yielding | c¢!de at Philadelphia, Pa., by turning
lon the gas.

the speaker’s argument against the |/
tnlle repeal, his assertion that he be-

areument that the Canadian Paei
railroad and the Tehautepee

chuckle that brought more applause.

anything to Great Britaln.

Spanked Girl Tries to Suicide.
Tearthroken because her father|

WILL SOLVE IT

CENSUS STATISTICIAN TALKS
ABOUT RACE PROBLEM.
e

Census Shows That the Negro Race is
Loosing Ground Steadily in the
Southern States.

Solution of the mnegro problem
through the diference in natural in-
crease of the white and black races
in the United States is foreseen by
Walter F. Wilcox, special agent of
the United States census bureau and
chief statistician of the tweiith cen-
sus. He points out in a report,
copies of which have just beer made
public, that the negroes are steadily
losing ground throughout the South,
both by immigraticn of whites and
by their own declining birth rate.
They are losing ground still mure raf-
idly in the North and there {s thus
reason to believe that nature will
solve the race problem in her usual
way, by the survival of the fittest.

“That the white race is slowly dis-
placing the negroes in the TUnited

tates is now well known,” Mr. Will-
cox writes. “The more rapid increase
of the whites is due not only to the
influx of hundreds of thousands of
white immigrants, but also to the fact
that in the registration area of 1910
—an area including three-fifths of the
negroes, and so a fair index of condi-
tions in the country at large—the
negro death rate exceeded the white
by about two-thirds.”

Furthermore, ‘“‘during the years
sinee 1880 . . . the excess in the
proportion of negro children over
white children in the country has
likewise been failing. The present
difference in fecundity between the
races is little more than one-fourth
of that in 1880, and at the present
rates of change it will have disap-
peared entirely before the next cen-
sus is taken.”

The decline is largely due to negro
emmigration to the cities, the writer
is only about two-third that of city
whites, but the fecundity of country
negroes is much above that of coun-
try whites”. The negroes’ loss of
ground is further hastened by their
tendency to migrate North, where
the fecundity of all races is lower
than it is in the South.

“The evidence then,” Mr. Willcox
concludes, “points to a differential
natural increase as an important fac-
tor, a factor, in my opinion, at least
as important as immigration in de-
termining the present and future rel-
ative proportions of the two main
races of this country.”

NOTES AND CHECKS,
R —
Affected by Negotiable Instruments

Law Recently Passed.

Tuesday, the mnegotiable instru-
ments law, a plece of uniform legisla-
tion, became operative in South Caro-
lina. The law was passed by the gen-
eral assembly March 4 and {is identi-
cally the same in several paragraphs
as similar laws in other states. While
the provisions are of chief concern to
bankers, the public is also interested
in the charges. Copies of the law
have been received in Charleston and
bankers have been making themselves
fami ar with the provisions, and the
following article is clipped from The
News and Courier:

According to the negotiable instru-
ments law, unless a check is present-
ed for payment a Treasonable time
after its issue the drawer is relieved
of liability to the extent of the loss
occasioned by tardiness. This is con-
sidered very important. It {s said
that some people have a habit of
holding checks, drawn in their favor,
for a considerable period and that
this practice is very bothersome.
When checks are held back the mat-
ter of adjusting balances at the bank
is at times of some concern. The pro-
visions of the law do not, of course,
apply to notes, drafts and checks
drawn before its passage.

Under the new law the ‘‘three days
of grace” convenience has been abel-
ished and nesgotiable instrumentis be-
come due and payable on the date
specified. “A note payable at a bank,”
said a banker, “is equlvalent to an
order tc the bank to make payment
for the account of the maker. South
Carolina has been the only State in
the union where a bank has had to
consider the signature of a check as
transferring to the payee the amount
stipulated in the check. A bank was
withcut authority to withhold pay-
ment even in cases where the makers
requested such action. TUnder the
new law ‘a check of itself does not
operate as an assignment of any part

drawer with the bank and the bank
is not liable to the holder unless and
until it accepts or certifies the check.’
I quote this part verbatim.

“It is believed that the negotiable
instruments law, such as thé one late-
1y enacted by the general assembly of
South Carolina, will before long be
adopted by all the states in the union.
It is a piece of uniform legislation
that is sorely wanted, and will oper-
ate to the benefit and protection of
barks and individuals. In this State
the new law applies to transactions
made on and after Tuesday next, not
toe transactions that have already been
made."”

Attention has been directed to the
following provisions:

Paragraph 85—Every negotiable
instrument is pavable at the time
fixed therein, without grace. When
day of maturity falls upon Sunday or
a holiday the instrument is payable

on the next succeeding business day.
Instruments falling due on Saturday

are to he presented for pavment on
the next succeeding business day, ex-
cept that instruments payable on de-
mand may, at the option of the hold-
er, be presented for payment before
12 o'clock noon on Saturday, when
that entire day is not a holiday.
Paragraph 87—Where the instru-
ment ‘either a note or an acceptance)
je made pavable at a bank, it is
equivalent to an order to the bank to
pay the same for the account of the
principal debtor thereon.

Paragraph 111—A waiver of pro-
test, whether in the cass of a foreign
hill of exchange or other negoctiable
instrument, is deemed to be a walver
not only of a formal protest, but also

'of presentment and notice of dishon-

or.
Paragraph 127—A bill of itself

does not operate as an assignment of
the funds in the hands of the drawes

of the funds to the credit of the|’

ENGLAND FACES CRISIS

PREMIER ASQUITH RESIGNS TO

TAKE CHARGE OF ARMY,
e

Asquith Will Take Charge of the War

Office in Order to Deal With Irish

Trouble,

After all the many solutions of the
English government crisis, which had
been proposed and discussed Premier
Asquith announced Monday a solu-
tion to the House of Commons
which none of the prophets had
suspected or even expected. The
Premier himself will assume the bur-
den of the War Office in addition to
his other and almost crushing duties.
He will resign from the House at this
critical stage, when the second read-
ing of the home rule bill is about to
be taken up and will appear for re-
election to his conmstitvents in East
Fife, Scotland, within a few days.

Mr. Asquith apperently consulted
no one except the King before his
bold decision. His colleagues in the
cabinet seemed to be as surprised as
the other members of the House
when he revealed his plans. Mr. As-
quith is already First Lord of the
Treasury which office he will continue
to hold. The political seers gather
that Mr. Asquith is in fighting mood.
It looks at the present moment as
though he proposes to make the re-
organization of the army a fighting
izsuve.

The establishment of a federal s¥s-
tem of government for the British
Isles was suggested to the House of
Commons Tuesday by Sir Edward
Grey as a solution of the home rule
diffienlty. The suggestion was receiv-
ed with great attention by the House,
which was engaged in debate on the
second reading of the home rule bill.
“T believe,” said Sir Edward, “that if
our present difficulty is not solved by
the introduction of a federal system
the country will go under through
the sheer inability of Parllament to
transact its business.”

Sir Edward Grey put forward a
hint that the government was ready
to go to the country for a general
election if Parliament would enact
its bills abolishing the system of plu-
ral voting, giving home rule to Ire-
land and dis-establishing the Welsh
church. Meanwhile the question of
the coercion of Ulster can not arise.

After a week of sensational devel-
opments in connection with the Ulster
situation, the House of Commons
Tuesday started the debate on the
second reading of the home rule for
Ireland bill. It Is expected the meas-
ure will occupy the House for at
least three days. The absence of Mr.
Asquith, who was in charge of the
bill, was bitterly complained of by
the Unionists.

1t is reported from Dublin that
Premier Asquith is to be opposed in
the by-election for East Fife by
James Larkin, who, as head of the
Transport Workers’ Union, was lead-
er of the strike in Dublin last au-
tumn. In connection with the sirike,
Mr. Larkin was sentenced fo seven
months' imprisonment in October for
inciting to riot, but was later releas-
ed.

BOY FIGHTS POLICE.
———

Fifteen-Year-Old Lad Stands Off a
Squad of Officers.

A 15-year-old boy, barricaded in a
gun shop, held off a squad of Terre
Haute, Ind., police with a continuous
revolver fire Tuesday until wounded
in many places, and his clothes
blood-soaked he staggered from his
fortress and surrendered. The lad—
Ernest McWiliiams—was found in
the gun ship and when his surrender
was demanded he replied with a fus-
illade. In the battle that followed
all the window panes In the store
were shattered and an automobile,
which the boy had taken refuge, was
riddled with bullets from the officers’
weapons.

RELEASED FROM SENTENCE.
——— e

Negro in Arkansas Electrocuted After
Gaining His Release.

After receivinz an executlve par-
don, which released him from a 115-
vear sentence, Fred Pelton, negro,
cenfined in the Alaba state peniten-
tiary at Little Rock, was electrocuted
Saturday for the killing of a negress.
There was a question as to the legal-
ity of electrocuting Pelton until after
he had served his 115-year sentence
for another crome and for that rea-
son the pardon was granted.

Proposed to Girl in Jail.
hile hundreds were watching
Frank Register of Savannah, Ga.,
climbed a tree in front of a jail win-
dow and proposed tc Miss Zetta Met-
lock. No charge is against the girl,
who {s being held for her parents. *

Officer Shot by Negro.
Deputy Sheriff Curtis of Elizaheth
county, Va., Sunday allowed John
Carter, & negro booze seller, to go
into his house for clothes.
got his gun and fired, probably fatal-
ly wounding Curtis. .

Went in Box Car to Sleep.
Salvatore Iabrattol, five vears old,
has been carried from Pensacola,
Fla., in an unknown box ecar, into
which he went to steep Monday.
————
0il Lamp Explodes.
Mrs. W. M, Bridges of Greenville
was painfully burned Saturday when
an oil lamp exploded in her home.

Attorney is Disharred.
Charles P. Sims of the Spartan-
burg bar was indefinitely suspended |
Thursday by the supreme court. v

Loses Life in a Fire,
In a fire at Bethlchem, Pa,, Turs-;
day one man and thirty-three horses
were burned to death.

available for the pavizent thereof,
and the drawee is net llable on the

same.

does nct operate as an assiznment
of any part of the funds to the credit

The negro |i

FGHT 15 COMING

SMITH AND BLEASE FORCES WANT

CONTROL AF CONVENTION

—_—

STRAINING EVERY NERVE

—_—

Forces Behind the Governor Are Mak-

ing Desperate Efforts to Captare
the County Conventions—Smith's
Friends Are Muaking Every Effort
to Retain Control.

Preparations for the meeting of
the Democratic clubs throughout the
State three wecks {rom Saturday
night are being made by both friends
and opponents of the present gover-
nor of South Carolina, who is a can-
didate for the United States Senate
to which the incumbent, Senator E.
D. Smith, will stand for re-election.
Under the constitution and rules of
the party the clubs will meet on April
25 to elect delegates to the county
convention which meets May 4.

The State convention meets in Co-
lumbla on May 20, the first primary
election will be held on August 23,
and the second primary on September
3. Realizing that control of the clubs
carries with it control of the county
convention and through them domi-
pation of the State convention and
the State executive committee along
with the election machinery both the
Smith and Blease forces are on the
qui vive for the club meetings.

With both sides alert it is expect-
ed thot attendance at every club
meeting throughout the State will
break all records this vear. The 1912
State conventicn was overwhelmingly
against Gov. Blease, his friends con-
trolling only about six out of the 44
county conventions. This year the
Blease faction is straining every
nerve to gain control of the State
convention and the executive commit-
tre and word was sent out long ago
to turn out and get control 6f the
club meetings.

The Smith people are quietly de-
termined to retain control of the
election machinery and capture the
State convention. The result is im-
possible to forecast with any degree
of accuracy. Former Gov. John Gary
Evans of Spartanburg is the present
State chairman of the Democratic
executive committee and Mr. Cliristie
Benet of Columbia is secretary. Each
county convention elects a member of
the State executive committee and
the committee elects the State chair-
man. Mr. Benet's name has been
brought forward for State chairman
and it is believed that he would
make an acceptable chairman to all
factions 1n the Democratic party. He
has not been sounded on the proposi-
tion by his friends who want the
party to secure his services.

While some minor amé&ndments to
the rules governing regulations of the
primary may be advocated before the
convention, it is not believed that any
radical restrictions will be adopted.
A plan to prevent enroliment of &
voter at but one club and providing
for the filing of certified lists of the
club rolls some 10 or 15 days with
the clerk of court in every county be-
fore the first primary will likely be
urged on the convention. There is
practically no likelihood of any such
step as the restriction of the primary
to registered voters will be adopted.

One big fizht before the convention
will possibly be the move to abolish
the county to county canvass of can-
didates. The suggestion to abolish
this plan is being warmly seconded
throughout the State and there are
indications that the move may be
successful. There is a growing idea
that this biennial tour is working
more harm than good and that it
would be better far everybody to
have it discontinued. If the plan to
aboiish the county to county canvass
is pushed it will stand good chance
of being successful. The idea is to
let sach candidate run his own cam-
paign and speak when and wherever
he pleases and not speak at all if he
doesn’t want to is growing through-
out the State. .

Wounded Wife and Killed Self.

Will Massey, a white man employ-
ed at a lumber plant at Tuscaloosa,
Ala., Wednesday shot his wife three
times, inflicting fatal injuries, and
then killed himself.

}ad an Eye Shot Qut.

During a general row among some
pegroes at church near Reno, Laurens
county, one negro had his eyves shot
out at the hands of another Sunday.

Fireman Fatally Burned.

A. (. Page, captain of the Trov,
Ala., fire department was burned to
death Mondavy when he entered a
building in a search for a child.

Shot by an Unknown Man.

Jesse Armstrong of Akron, Ohio,
was killed Monday by an unxnown
man whom he tried to arrest for
stealing a ride o nthe railway.

! ———t

Charced With Serious Crime,

An unknown mnegro from Wahse
township in Maricn county was jailed
Saturday mor.l.~ on the charge of
criminal assault upon a girl

Auto Accident Injures Two.

Dr. Flord Rogers and his wife of
Anderson were seriousty injured Sat-
urday when their auto turced over
three times near that city.

Shoeots and Kills Tewn Marshal.
l.awrence Newbern, town marshal
of Broxton. Ga.. was shot and killed
a few days agzo by Charles Graham,
who made his escape.

Fell O Building.
. R. Cox, an aged carpenter, of
Columbia, is in a sericus e~ndition as
a result of a fall from a building on
which he was workinge.

T'nknown Men Drown,
Two unidentified men were drown-

bill unless aad until he accepts the °d when a bride over the Mohavk

-

niver, Schenectady, N. Y., was swept

Paragraph 168—A check of itself away Friday.

Lexincton to be Wet.,

of the drawer with the bank, and the|

the check.

court.

The election in Lexington in favor

bank 1s mot liable to the holder, un- of the county dispensary sytem was
less and until it accepts or certifies declared legal Friday by the supreme |is dying as a result of 2 feud o+ 1
A tumd cleim at Nogo. Ark., Satu:di: [the farmers prefer hot alr to servica.

FIGHT STiLL GOING ON

=
REPORTS FROM MEXICO TELL OF
UNCERTAIN RESULT.

— ML
Border Town is Under Impression
That Something Has Happened To-
wards the South.

A dispatech from Juarez, Mexico,
Tuesday says that city was thrown
into a state of high excitement late
Tuesday when it was reported that
Torreon had fallen, but the report
failed of verification or denial. Re-
bel officials telegraphed to Gomez
Palacio asking Gen. Villa if the news
was true. The operator there replied
he was under orders to transmit no
messages of any kind. Gen. Car-
ranza said he regretted that he could
not confirm the report, and other of-
fieials aad the same reply.

The first report was that Marion
Letcher, United States consul at Chi-
huahua, had transmitted to W. J.
Bryan, secretary of state, a report
from George Carothers, vice consul,
who has been at the front with Villa,
that Torreon was captured at 1:30
o'clock Tuesday afternoon. On the
heels of this some rebel officers tele-
phoned to the offices of the Mexico &
Northwestern railroad at Juarez that
the capitulation of the federals was
officially announced.

The rumors spread rapidly and in
a few moments the streets leading to
the telegraph office were jammed. At
the internationzl bridge there was a
stream of interested persons pouring
from El Paso, and orders were is-
sued that all be searched for wea-
pons, The saloons which were al-
lowed to reopen Monday night were
again closed.

That something was wrong with
the news began to be suspected when
rebel officials were observed among
the seekers for confirmation. Singly
and in groups they returned from
Gen. Carranza's office, shaking their
heads and went to the telegraph of-
fice. Here too verification was lack-
ing and finally Frederico Gonzales
Garza telegraphed directly to Gen.
Villa, only to be informed by the
operator that his message could not
be handled.

The whole incident left the impres-
sion that something of importance
was taking place in the south, and it
was hoped that official announcement
of victory merely was being delayed
for some purpose known only to Vil-
la.

A telegram from Villa to Gen. Car-
ranza, given out Tuesday afternoon,
felicitated Carranza on his welcome
to Juarez and said that Villa hoped
to announce the surrender of Tor-
reon in a few hours. Another tele-
gram purporting to come from Villa
said he was meeting with desperate
resistance in attempting to take the
zeneral barracks, the last position
held by the federals, and was about
to dynamite buildings in the neigh-
borhood so he could use his artillery.

WANTS LEGISLATOR.
i
Member From Barnwell County Gave

Out Worthless Checks.

A warrant for Norman C. Creech,
member of the lower Heouse from
Barnwell county, alleging that he had
jssued a worthless check in the sum
of $9.50, was received in Columbia
Saturday by John C. MeCain, sheril
of Richland county from J. F. Win-
gate, magistrate at Rock Hill. The
warrant was issued at the instance of
L. C. McFadden, 2 member of the
firm of Diel & Moore at Rock Hill, to
whom JMr. Creech had given the
check.

The check was drawn on the Pal-
matto National bank of Columbia,
dated February 14, and was returned
on account of insufficient founds.
Sheriff McCain has returned the war-
rant, as Mr. Creech’s whereabouts
are unknown to him, and as on Fri-
day he sent to Barnwell 2 warrant on
a charge by Mrs. Lillian I. Kaminer,
proprietress of the City hotel, that
Mr. Creech had left the city owning
her a board bill of $83.

—_—e——
Thief Dies at Home Town.

Reappearing in Newalla, Okla,
Thursday for the first time in three
vears, J. A. Patterson robbed a bank
of $6,100. He escaped into the thick
timher, where he was killed by the
posse.

Boy Scared to Death.

The sudden honking of a flock of
geese Saturday frightened Frank
Chunk, ten years old, of Racine, Wis..
into convulsions. The boy, who had
a weak heart, died shortly after-
wards.

Boy Falls on Pocket Knife.
Floyd Hill, aged 9 vears, while on
his way to attend school at Burlison,
Tenn., Friday fell with an open knife
in his hand. The blade entered his
body between the robs.

Burned to Death.

Mrs. W. H. Smith, wife of a Cas-
tana, Jowa, farmer, died Wednesday
from burns. She was giving her
haby a bath near the stove when ber
apron caught fire. . .

Xegro Stabs Colored Woman,

Leila Smalls of Florence, 2 negress,
was stabbed Saturday by Fred Mel-
ton, another negro. She was rushed
to the hospital in a dying condition.

Mail Carrier Drowned.

Colvin Pierce, a rural mail carrier
of Mansfield, La., is missing and is
believed to have been drowned while
attempting to ford a swollen stream.

Tiilled Daughter for Burglar,
Mistaking her thirteen-year-old
daughter for a burglar, Mrs. Joseph
Wilson of Boaz, Ky, fired at her
with fatal result Saturday.

Wife Shoots “ter Hushand,
John W. Edwards, of Asheville, N
C., was shot and probably fatally
wounded Sunday by his wife,

Two Firemen Killed.
When fire destroved the Franks|
Hotel, of Souix City, Ia,, Wednesday |
two firemen were killed.

Three Killed in Feud.

Three men are dead and & woman |

SHITH BIL PASSE

SENATE UNANIMOUSLY ADOPT
COTTON TRADING BILL

—_——

MEANS MUCH TO FARMERS

S S
Upper House Passes Measure Press-
ed for Years by South Carolina
Senator—Dill Has Strict Ruoles for
Handling Futures Transactions—
Smith Greatly Pleased.

After the Senate Friday had pass-
ed a %ill to regulate cotton futures
trading, Senator Kenyon, who with
others had misunderstood an amend-
ment to lezalize pooling operations,
moved for a reconsideration and pav-
ed the way for reopening the fight
on the measure Satarday. The
amendment would annul the supreme
court decision in the Patten case that
pooling, with an agreement not to
sell ¢n an exchange violates the Sher-
man law.

After striking out the amendment
legalizing pooling, the Senate Satur-
day repassed the bill regulating trad-
ing in cotton futures. Reconsidera-
tion of the bill was brought about
by the stand of Senator Kenyon, who
stated Friday night after the meas-
ure was passed, that he did not un-
derstand it included the pooling
amendment. Mr. Kenyon was an as-
sistant Federal attorney in charge of
the prosecution against.James A. Pat-
ten and his associates in their cotton
transactions of 1810.

After Senator Kenyon called up his
motion for reconsideration of the bill
Friday he offered to withdraw it up-
on the zssurance of Senator Smith of
South Carolina that the pooling
amendment would be eliminated in
the House. Senator Borah, however,
contended that the Senate <should
strike out the amendment, and Mr.
Smith, declaring the pooling clause
was not pertinent to the body of the
bill, asked for reconsideration and
moved to strike out the objectionable
features. This done, .the altered
measure was passed Dy unanimous
consent.

The bill as passed would provide
that no person connected with an ex-
change shall send through the malls
matter promoting enforcement of a
future delivery contract unless the
exchange requires all such transac-
tions to comply with certain condi-
tions, among them that contracts
must provide for delivery within de-
partment of agriculture standards.

The pooling amendment, introduc-
ed by Senator Hoke Si:ith of Georgia,
was advocated by him to prevent such
prosecutions as that of Patten and
assceiztes, indicted by the federal
covernment on charge of pooling cot-
ton in 1910, with the purpose of with
holding it from the market until they
had reaned profits of some $10,000,-
000. Senator Smith declared these
men should have been regarded as
benefactors, not as criminals.

The passage of the bill ends a fight
led by Scnator Smith of South Caro-
lina for legislation against practice
on cotton exchanzes denounced as
injurious to the cotton industry. Sen-
ators Smith of Georgia and Ransdell
of Louisiana also introduced bills.
The three senators Friday, after a
two-day debate, reached an agree-
ment on a compromise measure ond
was passed without roll call.

Among the conditions the measure
would require exchanges to impose on
futures transactionse is on providing
that if the cotton sold s of the mid-
dling basie grades and the delivery
is of other grades, then the commer-
ecial difference in .value between the
grade delivered and the grade sold
must be paid. At present the New
York cotton exchange has in force a
fived difference in value of the grades.
An attempt was made to require the
delivery of the grade specified in the
contract, but Senator Ransdell de-
nounced this amendment as unduly
restricting speculation and unjust to
the New Orleans cotton exckange.

The bill provides that no one shall
nse mail or telegraph lines to send
out cotton exchange quotations, un-
less the exchange adopts the speci-
fied contracts. The sending of such
matter through the mails is made a
misdemeanor punishable by fine not

*|to exceed $5,000 or by one year’s im-

prisonment.

Senator Smith gave out the follow-
ing statement: *“Of course, to say
that T am gratified at the action of
the Senate in passing my bill, for
which I have been fighting to regu-
late the cotton exchanges of the coun-
try,' would be but mildly to express
my feelings in the matter. Ever since
I introduced the measure, I have felt
that there was no question which
meant more for the welfare of the
cotton producers of the country than
this which in its terms sought to
regulate a practice which had grown
npen the exchanges during the last
40 years and which hns caused
losses to the cotton producers of mil-
linns of dollars.

“(ertain amendments have beem
added to the bill by others interested
in the welfare of the cotton produe-
ers. In my judgment, thiz bill s
fraught with more good to the cotton
farmers than any measure that has
heen passed for their benefit in the
histerv of agricultural legislation.
T helieve that this bill, in conjunection
with my gradng tests, will give to
the farmers of the South a2 square
deal in the sale of thelr cotton. I
feal that the promises made my peo-
ple have heen fulfilled. I have used
every lezitimate method to Dbring
about that which occurred to-day in
tlie Senate,

“We, who grow cotton—for I am
a entton farmer myseli—know the
awfinl burdens we have to carry, and
the disastrous conditions under whick
we have to sell pur product. It was
for the relief of this condition tha* I
lahored and T a2z a small farmer felt
acutely ag all of the great army of
cotion producers felt these disastrous
conditinons and it was for this reaso.
that I have =iven sp much time and
pains in endeavoring to relieve the
eronditions under which we lahored.
Tt remains now fnr the Honuse to act,
whierh T hope and believe it will do,
give the relief to the farmers
which they have so long demanded.”

to

It still remains tc be seen whether

T



