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State {from all sources
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TOTAL EXPEXNSES.

1auce of way and

siruectiires, equipment,con-

ducting oriation,
1 ciamsnenness 5,931,236.37

383.716.37

over 13g8 0

Gross earning per mile........ 337743
Op 1g expenses per mile, 2,357.63
Net income per mile 1599.... 1,023.30

807.57
21577

Net
lncrease per mile nnnennees
THE DISPENSARY.
There is no question that willengage
vour witention at this session that will
temans move careful thought and in
ere is more interest manifest-
ut of the zontrol of liguor.
o doukt have several propo-
ns presented o you by different
members of your body for your consid-
important that you
crake hold of the guestion In a
vive and dircer msuner and meet
squavely. Under the Consti-
te State there are only three
allowed for dealing with this
“The Generzl Assembly
ense persons or corperations o
cture and sell and retail alco-
\ors or beverages within the

come per mile 15g5...

whien th

1

h
n

ret f alcoholic liguorsand beverages
within the State:™ 0. it “‘may authorize
and empower State, county und muni-
eipal olficers. all or either, under the
authority and in the pame of the State,
to buy inany market and retail within
tiie State liguorsand beverages insuch
packages and quantities, under such
rules und regolations, as it deems ex-
nedient.” Andio no case shall it be
sold in less guantities than ose-half
pint or between sun-down and sup-rise,
and iz shall not be drunk on the premi-
Neither can the General Assem-
ivlegate 1o any muaicipal corpora-
power 1o issue licenses to
. same.” Usderthe last alter-
he Dispensary Law is in force.
present time zad In view of
L of muterial progress and de-
Jlopment upon which the State has
itered I do not believe it would be
ise or good business judgment 1o refer
is question to @ popular election.

Notvthatt any uneasiness or nn-
willinoness to trust the people, but
it would have a tendency to remew
atrifes and bitte aud engender bad

feeling and I believe would retard the
progress of the State in its material de-
velopment. Much of the prejudice
that has heretofore existed against the
Dispersary Law hus been broken down
and many of its most bitter oppouents
have come to realize its good features
and are ready aod willing and anxious
to see it improved and enforced. With
certainamendments which seem neces-
sary, and which will commend them-
selves te your good judgmewnt, and
which should be made at the present
session. and with the proper enforce-
ment of the law, it is the best solution
of the liguor yuestion yer devised.
Fven those who oppose the Dispensary
Law admic that it nas good features.
Whiskey has been put under the ban
and whether you prohibit it, license it,
or take entire charge of it, the pripci-
ple is the same. It seetas to me that it
would be good judgmert to take hold
of the.present law and amend and im-
proveir. Prohibition is very nicein
theory but in existing circumstances
and conditions I do not believe it would
be practicable. Exiraordinary ma-
chinery would be necessary 1o enforce
it #nd there would be no means with
which to employ the machinery except
by additional taxation. and even then
whiskey wonid be {reely sold and bar-
rooms under the guise of drug stures
would spring up and flourish in every
I hamlet in Soutn Carolina.
he experience where-
125 been tried. Local
worse than pro-
hibition in one
a licepse system ia an adj
ounty, and the dispensary
1oLk would c¢reate no end of con-
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WGher.c

az b

"8

sen enacted i :
has been as bitter-

aand

ment is growing
sepms 10 me that it
e and bad judgmect to
v Lawand to meke
em of controlling

128 been bad mznagement
irtments Is not an argu-
hesystem. That there
been rreement and

=i aa
1 d1Iousst

tho=e in contrel is

and
W cont-

He

0t comle

o nf

: mianage
noy much
than o elerk 1o carry out the

33 &

=5 and

rules and regulations of the Board of

Control. Asan advisory board to the

State Commiszioner 1 would suggest the

Comptroller General, the State Treas-

urer and the State Superintendent of

Eduecation, with such powers and duties

as in your wisdom you may think

proper to conter wpon them. 1 do nov

deemn it wise o put the Governoror the

Attorney Genersl on this  advisord

board. You mizht add to this board

the chairmun of the Pirance Commit-

1ee of the Senate and the Chairman of

the Ways and Mexns Committee of the

Hous=e. It would not be necessary for

this board 1o meet more than four times

a year and at each meeting competitive

sealed bids could be submitted und these

bids opened inthe presence of the Com-

missioner and such purchases made as

would be needed to supply the demund.

The State Treasurer is the custodian of

the funds, the Comptroller General dis-

tributes the school part of the fund

arizing from the dispensary, and the

State superintendent of Fducation is

the hewd of the edueational dapartment

whichiis the Lenetieiary of the fuad.

These officers zre elected by the people

and have 1o cive account o them for

the manner in which they discharge !
their duties and are always men of abil- |
ity and character.

In place of the County Boards I would

suerest that the County Supervisor, the

County Auditor, and the Mayor of the

County seat town, if a dispensary be lo-

cated there, if not the mayor or intend-

ant ©f some town in the County in

which there is a dispensary, constitute

the County Board, and that they serve

without extra compensation, They too
are clected by the people and would
have to give account of their steward-
ship to the people. 1 would also sug-
west that the county dispensers be
elected by the people as other county
ofticers are elected and for a term of
two years.

These changes are suggested not 0nly
because in my judgment they would im-
prove the administration of the law, buv
on the ground of economy. I regret
that [ have not the ficures for the last
iscal verr. They could not be obtained
on account of the assembling of the
Legislature eoming so sear to the close
of the fiscal year. The fgures, how-
ever, will not be materially different
from those of the fiscal year 1398, so
farasthe County Boards are concerned,
but the cost of the State Board will un-
doubtedly be very much increased. In
this yvear ihe total cost of the County
Boards was $0,724 20. For the same
vear the cost of the State Board of
Uorntrol was $4.390 01, which makes 2
totul of 814.144.21 as the cost of the
S:ate and County Boards of Control and
which by their abolition would be
turned into the profits of the dispen-
sary.

I 'would also suggzest that the law be
so amended as to bring violations with-
in the jurisdiction of the magistrates,
so that all cases might be promptly and
summerily adjudicated. Much of the
expense of theconstabulary arises from
heving to attend circuit courts as Vit-
pesses and prosecutors against blind
tigers.

Soon after I came intooflice I reduced
the constabulary force nearly one-balf
and endeavored as far as [ knew and
could secure information to select men
of character and diseretion to perform
theduties of State Constables. Aspublic
sentiment grows in favor of thelaw and
magistrates and their constables, and
other officers realize that it is as much
their duty to enforee this as any other
law, I am satisfied that the force can be
still further reduced and finally entirely
abolished.

During the past year I issued a circu-
lar letter to all the magistrates and
sheriffs of the State and the mayors and
intendentsof the incorporated cities and
towns. calling their attention 1o the
fact that the Dispensary Law was as
much a law of the State as any other
law and also directing their attention
10 their duty to enforce it just as they
would the statute against larceny or
any other crime, and asking their aid
and co-operation in the wise and hu-
mane execution of all laws. The re-
sponses were numerous and unapimous
in expressions of hearty co-operatios.
Some of them were frank enough tosay
that they hed been and were epposed to
the Dispensary Law but manly enough
to acknowledge it as a law of the State
and to pledge their support and co-ope-
ration in its proper enforcemment. Iam
satisfied that this cireular bas resulted
in rood and that in many of the cities
and towns the local authorities are do-
ing what they can to appreheud viola-
tors and that there are fewer violations
of the Dispensary Law than of maay
other laws oa the statute books.

Mpr, W. W, Harris, who is clerk and
is in charge of this department under
my direction, in his report L0 me says:
“There is less complaint of the illicit
tratlic in liquor coming to this oflice
from throughout the State thanever
before during the five years I have
been connected with this department
and it is verv evident that there is less
viclation of the Dispensary Law over
the entire State, with the possible ex-
ception ol the city of Charleston and
two or three of the counties in the
north-west portion of the State, and it
is probable that even in those sections
there hus been improvement.” I sub-
mit herewith a table showing the com-
parative cost and the work done by the
reduced number of constables for the
last six months of 180Y and the corre-
spording six menths of 1898, It will
be seen that so far asthe workdone
the number of seizures is about the
same. while there has beena saving
for the six months of 1899 over the same
six months of 1803 pf £3,23%.00 in this
one item.
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These firures include
bugey hire, railvoad fare for ke con-
stables, and the sulary of the clerk to
the Governor.

[ am «lud o be able to state
. during my term of ollice, with
one exception, there huas been no
et between the constables and
: ns and in this exveption one con-
~tabile was killed and another wounded
and one citizen was killed. This vo-
fortunate wrouble ecannot any more be

charged to the Dispensary Law than

could a ¢imilar difticulty in the cnforce-
went of any other  law be argued
arainst it

Toe anpual repert of the State Board
of Control for the li=cal yvear ending
December 31, 1890, will be submitted
for vour informativn as sepon as it cau
e made up. As alrve stated, the
fizcul year ending so near the assem-

sible to obtain information showing the

mes=are. 1 am informed, however, that
the profits will be much larger than in
any previous vear since the -enactment
of the Dispensary Law. This does nov
necessarily mean that the consumption
of whiskey has increased bun rather iv
argues that less whiskey has been
shipped in the State for personal use
and the blind tigers have decreased aud
much of the prejudice against the Dis-
pensary Law no longer exists.
| have received from the Comptroller
General the following statement of re-
ceipts and disbursements on account of
the special State Dispensary School
Fund for 1843-"40:
Received from State Dispen-
sary 1898-"99.00 wovveennreeee5100,000 00
Disbursed to the
several coun-
ties under Act
TSUS e 867,204 35
Disbursed Deti-
ciency several
counties under
Act 1899
Disbursed sur-
plus  several
counties under

Apg 1899......... 43,457 63—8130,000 00

I zin sure that you will be guided by a
wise discretion and exercise good busi-
ness judsment in dealiog with this sub-
ject, und 1 trust that whatever action
you may take will redound to the good
of the State.

CONTEDERATE RECORDS.

The last General Assembly made no
provision for the continuance of the
office of State Histerian and the com-
pletion of the work which thar ollicer
had in hand. Col. John P. Thomas,
wbo had been appointed to take up the
work laid down by JudgeJ. B. Kershaw
acd Gen. H L. Farley, avnd in view of
much unfinished business connected
therewith, deemed it his duty to keep
his office open and to prosecute his la-
bors on his own responsibility, and asa
contribution to the Confederate History
of the State.

The result of this year's work appears
in the elaborate report submitted to me
and by me trapsmitted to the General
Assembly.

It will be seen that the account given
of the raising of troops in South Caro-
lina for State and Confederate service,
1861-'65, which Col. Thomas presents as
the joint work of Mr. W, J. Rivers and
himself, is 2 valuable contribution to
the history of the part taken by
the State in the War Between the
States and that taken by the
troops furnished by the State to the
Southern Confederagy. This paper
throws a flood of light upon the rolls
and lays the foundation of the sketeh
designed to accompany the publication
thereof, whexn this publication shuxll be
ordered by the General Assemby.

Col. Thomas further reports, as the
result of his services for the past year,
the collection of much additional his-
toric data bearing upon the services of
the Confederate soldiery from South
Carolina in the War for Southern Inde-
pendence.

The rolls having been practically com-
pleied. Col. Thomas recommends their
publication, prope:ly edited and accom-
panied by such asetchastharoutlined
in the one submitted, supplemented by
aconeise statement of the part taken
by each of the organizations from South
Caroliua which participated in our he-
roicstruggle.

The cost of this publicetion would be
very small compared with its historic
value. Ivis imporiant that we should
preserve this history and that it should
be put in permanent shape while sowe
of those are still living who helped to
make it and are more competent to re-
cord it aceurately than any of their.de-
scendants will be. I submit for your
coosideration the wisdom of continuing
the office of State Historian and of
making provision for the publication of
this history. Estimates have been re-
ceived from areputable publisker which
indicate that it will not take a very
great outlay to have this history pub-
lished. Itis probable that a suflicient
number of copies could be sold to pri-
vate individuals to reimburse the State
for the outlay. DBefore taking definite
action you micht appoint a Committee
from both Houses to look into tnis mat-
ter and report at the present session.
Col. Thomas will gladly furoish the
Committee with such information as he
may have.

Col. Thomas has submitted to me
bis resignation as State Historian, to
which he was appointed in October.
1897, by Governor Ellerbe. He has
civen efficient and faithful serviec Jur
ing his term of office and has labored
hard to gather and put in shape the
part that South (arolina took in that
oreat strugele. He should be compen-
sated for his services during the past
vear, and I commend it to your favor-
able consideration.

CHICKAMAUGA BATTLEFIELD.

The Gegeral Government has pur-
chased the Chickamauga battlefield and
converted it intoa national park. Itis
kept in excellest conditivn and stands
as a permanent tribute to the magnili-
cent valor of the American soldier. It
is the only battlefield so consecrated.
The Ceneral Government has asked the
various States having troops engaged
in that battle to mark the positions o
their tronps by the erection of suitable
monuments.  Many of the States have
50 honored their sons and $471,500 have
already been expended for this purposc
by sixteen States.  Georgia leads the
Southern States with an expenditure ot
£25.000. The General Assembly of
south Carolina in 1899 sent a commis-

19,338 02

sion to locate the position of her
troops and in 1894 appointed @
commission to select suitable
monuments. Jn view of the promi-

nent part South Carolina took in
war and in this battle it seems bui fit
and proper that she should join with
her sister States in this tribute to the
memory of ber beroic dead and provide
the necessary meanps 1o complete the
work already commenced. The South
Carvolina Division U. C. V. will present
a memorial to you asking an appropria-
tion for this purposzelof $10.000. 1 com-
mend it to your favorable consideration
STATE BOARD OF HEALTIH.

The annual report of the State Board
of Health will be submitted to yoo. 11
is important that you sbould give care-
ful attention to this report and the sug-
eestions and recommendations  con-
twined in it. You will also find a full
exhibit of expenditures of the Dourd
The fund appropriated at the last ses
sion was exhausted before the close o
the vear largely on account of the exi
rence of small pox in various sections o
the State andin the efforis of the Board
to combat the disease. Other infec-
tious and contagious diseases have pre-

vailed to a more or less extent in some

CVery mild character,

Bling of the Lesislature, it wus impos-» [op

g i 5 2 |
business and condition io time for my !

parts of State but have been of u
Oniy small pox
s asstmed anything like an epidemie
form apd the mortallny has been very
light. 1t hasappeared in twenty-three
counties during the year and is still

: ame seetions It i im-
ineient ny s =irotid
order tu stump it oyt be-
sultes #omore virulent tvpe.
ctary of 1he State Dourd, D,
James Fvans, in bis report to me suys:
1t wis impossibie forthe State Bowed

jof Health to prevent the rapid sprewd

of the di

SCCTI0Dns

g2 10 those widely separated
¢ 203 0f L‘he state for several rezsons,
the chiel of which was the inadequate
funds at the disposal of the Board: not
being clothed with sullicient power to
enfores their authority in isolatine.
ruarding and preventing intercourse
with the sivk: in enforeine the great
safeguard against the spread of the
contagion, compulsory vaccination, and
the great necessity of extending the
health orgarization to the township
which would secure prompt notification
of the preseace of any contagions or jn-
fectious diseuse to the health authori-
ties, who could thus take prompt ac-
tion in stamping out any disease before
it could possibly infeet” other persons
and become epidemic.”  This matter
deserves yourcarefu! attention. Toex-
tend the organization from the State
Board to the County Board and from
the County Boeard to the Township
Board would put in operation machin-
ery that should be able to contro! and
stamp out any contagious or infectious
diseasc before it could have opporturni-
ty to spread, and could guard witha
jealous eye the health of the State.
You have now on vour calendar a*bill
providing for township boardsof health.

On zccount of the prevalence of small
pox recently I made arrangements to
borrow 3,000 to be put at the disposal
of the State Board of Health in order
to stamn out and control the small pox
epidemic. Up to this time that fund
has not been drawn upon but I have ne
doubt the State Board has incurred
some oblications which will bave to be
met in handling the diszase. The
health of the perople of the State isa
very important matter and should be
carefully cuarded by the enactment of
wise sanitary measures. In the rerort
of the State Board you will find several
important suggestions acd recommen-
dations whichshould receive your care-
ful consideration.

MEDICAL COLLEGE.

The Medical College of the State of
South Carolina located at Charleston
is not a State institutson but through
the kindoess of is faculty has for sev-
eral years been furnishing free tuition
to seven deserving young men, one from
each congressional district in the State.
These young men have been named by
the Governor. Ithoughtproper tocall
this matter to your official attention
and to commend this institution for the
xood work it has been doing for the

State.

OYSTER BEDS,

In our coast counties the oyster busi-
ness could be made animportact indus-
try if proper und wise legislativn were
enacted Lo proiect the oysier beds. I
am informed that tons of oysters are
shipped from Beaufort County every
week during the winter to canning fac-
tories in other States for which the
State receives practically no reve-
pue, and these beds are almost in-
exhaustible.  And what is true of
Beaufort is truz of Georgetown aod
our ozher codst counties. It is & much
wmore important matter than some of
our people who are not familiar with it
imagine. If properly protected. cao-
neries could not be built and profitably
operated where the beds are and remun-
erative employment given our own peo-
ple. If they were not and the oysters
were exported the State should receive
some revenue from them and not vol-
upotarily contribute to enrich other
States from property which isours, I
ask for this matter your careful consid-
eration and such legislation as in your
wisdom you m::y conclude proper for
the protectio: of the State. At the
seszion of 1867 <. erislation was had
along this e -t it needs to be amend-
ed add perfecie. and made more effec-
tive.

CLAINS FOR CAPTURED AND ABANDON-
EDPROPERTY.

1t has been brought to my notice that
there remains in the Treasury of the
United States the sum of $10,502,007.66,
ba'ance remaining from the sale of
captured and abaudoned property oi the
Southern States, under the Acts of Con-
uyoess approved March 12, 1863, and
July 2. 1864, this being chieily coiton
zeized in and around Beaufort during
the occupancy of the parishes of St
Helena and St. Luke's while the war
was in progress, and eisewhere through-
out the Seuthern States in such purisof
the territory as were under Federal con-
irol durinz the war, acd after the war
by special agents of the Treasury ap-
pninted for tkat purpose. This fund
has becr the subject of considerable
contention. Claiwaats have endeavor-
ed to establizh their right tn in, bus
owing to the difficulty of bringing suit
against the United States, a sovereion,
and the peculiar provision of the law
nnder which it was taken requiring
iron-clad oaths and proof of loyalty, in-
dividual suit could be brought oaly ia
a very few instances. Meanwhile the
fund has laid in the Treasary, and io-
Jividual efforts have continued to be
made by persons deeming themselves
interested therein, before Congress, to
secure the privilege of bringinyg suit in
-he Court of Cluims. During the years
that have passed the subject has been
considered frequently by the Supreme
Cours of the United States, and it has
aeen determined by that tribunal in a
lireet decision, (Kleinvs. U 3 13 W.
\, 1, L. 133 1I) that it was not the in-
rention of Congress by the enactment
»f those statntes. that the title to prop-
vty seized under them shou!d be die-
vested from the loyal owner: (2) that
lie proceeds of the property should go
into the Treasury without chunge of
owunership: (3} that the same intention
grevailed in regard o property of owao-
<ps, who though hostile at the time the
property was laken, might subsequent-
Iy become loyal: (4)that the Govern-
ment ceps=tituted itself trustee for those
who by that Actwere declared entitled
10 the proceeds of captured and ubun-

troduced, as it has been or will be, I/ peace and welfare of the State, would

huve seen proper to address a request '
to every member of our congressional | aratiap at all times.

delegation, requesting them to give .

seem to indicate the necessity of prep-
! would, there-
fore, recommend that you be as liberal

diligent attention to this imporwunt the current year in the sepport of this
meusure. and 1 Fave also addressed | importunt branch of the State service
comnmnnieations to the Governors of 'us the finances of the State founded on

cveral Routhern States, whose eit- |
izens are in common interested in the |
fund, and requested them to take simi- 1
lier action. and replies have been re-|
ceived from several of the Governors, |
showing that they bave acted upon !
this sugmestion, and the Leglslature of
Georgziz has passed a resolution re-
questing its congressional delegation
actively to co-operate, and it i3 noped
that at the present Coagress by urited
effort, this legislation, long del:yed,
wiil be enactéd. [t is diteualt to see
why in this era of good feeling, when
all the acerbities of the war have gone
to their merited oblivion, thatthe Con-
aress of the United States should with-
nold from its citizens the simple right
to proceed before its own courts, and
demonstrate their interests in  the
fund, for which the highest courts hLas
admitted that they cccupy a fiduciary
posizion.

In this conpection it is proper to state
that much of the evidence upon which
these claims exist is rapidly passiog
away, and some meaes should be af-
forded to our ecitizens 1o perpetvate
this testimony as far as possible, 2nd to
enable them to do so a commissiooer
should be appointed with power to ad-
minister oaths who should take deposi-
tions of witnesses who are cognizant of
facts relative to these claims, put them
in permanent shape, and register them
in a suituble manner, s0 that this testi-
mony, now so valuable, may be available
whepever the Conoress of the United
States shall see proper to permit these
matters to be litigated. Sucha commis-
sioner should be appointed without ex-
pense to the State, but his compensation
should be entirely a matter of egree-
ment between him and the parties who
may desire to avail themselves of his
services in the perpetuation of the evi-
dence relating to their several claims,
and a sum of money, notexceeding 310U
might wisely be appropriated o defray
the expens~ of priniing needed blanks
and purchasieg suitable books of
record.

ROADS.

There is no subject of greater im-
portance zad that will affect more peo-
ple than that of good roads. No sub-
ject will come before you 1o which you
could give careful consideration with
more profit. The tendency has been
for the country population to move Lo
the cities and towns in order to secure
the advantages of church and school.
I this continues the country districts
will become depopulated and the popu-
lation will be congested in the cities
and towns. The condition of the public
roads in certain seasons of the year
makes it almost pecessary that the
country people should be denied school,
church and social privilezes. Unless
something is done to arrest this How of
population to the cities and towns the
condition of the country districts will
become alarming and it is already re-
ceiving the attention of the vhouzht-
ful. The country is the preserver of
true manhood acd the foster father of
manly independence. Nothing will
conduce more to its development and
desirability asa place of residence than
the building of good roads. The sav-
ing af time. thé saving in the wear and
tear of stock and vehicles, and the ad-
dition to the loads that could be hauled
with more ease, would compensate for
much outlay in road improvement, not
to speek of the convenience and com-
fort to the people who travel on the
roads in marketing their products and
attending church and school. Our con-
ditions are such that it wounld scarcely
be wise to levy an additional tax for
this purpose. But by wise and proper
use of the means at our disposal much
more mizht be accomplished than is
now done. In many cof the counties
wuch of the work on public roads is
but a shiftless pretence. Under our
system of county chain gangs if the
force were kept at work on permanent
improvements and the building of
permanent roads instead of cleacing
out ditches and threwing a little dirt
in the middle, which has to be done
over after each rain, much more might
be accomplished. Some of thecounties
have realizod the importance of this
permanent work and asa result good
and permanent roads are being built.
I submit for your consideration the im-
poriznce of requiring all county chain
ganss to be kept on permanent work
and not be permitted to fritter away
their time on work that will have to be
done over two or three times a year.

I am glad to report to you that the
authorities of Clemson College bave
realized the fact that road improve-
ment is one of the greatest economical
problems of the day acd that they are
devoting money and time to the study
of the problem for the benefit of the
farmers of the State, Experiments
are being made under the direction of
an expert, who will also give the col-
lege classes a series of lectures oo road
making. Experiments have also been
made at Clemson on the use of broad
tires and the results have been pub-
lished in bulletin form. If in your
wisdom you ecan devise some plan bv
which you can give to the people o
this State better roads you will confer
a lasting blessing upon them.

WAR CLAIMS.

Duriag the raisiog of troops by the
State in 1308 for the war with Spain
considerable indebtedness was incurred
which has not yet been entirely adjusted
Cluims have been put in against the
ceneral government for these several
amounts but many of them still remain
uppaid. I will submis to you & special
message covering, as far as [am able,
a full statement of this matterand I de-
sire now simply to direct your atiention
1othis special message. Those citizeos
who furnished supplies on the order of
the Goveroor of the State should have
their mopey ané should not be required
to wait any longer for payment. They
sold their goods to the State and look
to the State for payment acd not to the
reneral government. Youshould muke
some provision for the prompt and sat-
isfactory adjustment of these claims
remaining unpaid. This would not in-
terfere or retard the collection of these
claims from the general government

toned property.

In the &5:h Congress a  gene
pill was iptroduced opening the ¢
of Court of Cluims to =
w o all of these ind
vorable  reports  Jrom  the  Jom-
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claimaants,

= which ther expected to receive in cash,

qmittées on Claims of beth Houses
were sahmitted, recommendine the
oassaee of the bill (Sen Bill 5020
Sath Congress, drd Session. Report Sen-

Lte

Commitiee on Claims No. 1654) and
ese public documents carried on their
Jident justive of such legisla- H

ring. H fuiled to puss oniy for]
the renson, 85 1 am informed, that ivt
failed by receive atteotion in the

M=

ieefor esw, il ant!
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whose properiy is in that fued, failed
at that Conoress. With o view of aid-’

iner the passage of the bill when re-in-

‘support of this Department by the

and private parties would not be sub-
jected to the inconvenience of being
kept out of money justly due them and

STATE MILITIA.

It iz gratifying to pote that marked
improvement has been made in the
status of the State militia under the
present administration of the Adjulant
General's department. The number of
companies in actual service has been
eopsiderably reduced but there hasbeen
an increase in efficiency. You are
swire that for several years past the

State has been very meagre and really
ipsutlicient to mect the demands re-
quired in maintaining a creditable and
an efficient militia orzanization.

Grave social and political conditions,

wize economy will allow,

A full and exbaustive report of all
matter relatinge to this depstrtment bhas
been prepared by the Adjutant General
for your consideration. | commend it
to your careful attention.

TAN ON STATE BANKS.

The repeal of the ten per cent. tax on
State Banks will zo far toward solving
the money guestion.  This is 2 matter
entirely within the province of the Na-
ttonal Congress at Washiogton but 2
resolution from the several State Leg-
islatures requesting {ongress to repeul
this tax would have its influence. Such
a resolution from you would give en-
ecouragement 1o our Senators and Rep-
resentatives in  Congress who are
making a fight for the repeal of this
tax and would be evidence that they
had behind them the support and en-
dorsement of thé people whom they
represent.

BAXK AND INSURANCE EXAMINER. .

In 1806 an Act was passed creating
the office of Bar k Examircer. But the
Board appointed by that Act did not
elect the Examiger, as [ am informed,
for the reason that no appropriation
was provided for the exprnses of the
oflice apd the law is, thereiore, a dead
letter.

There are now more than one buo-
dred insurance companies doing busi-
ness in this State. Life insurance as
well as fire insurance has taken deep
root with our people and nearly every
man has those who are dependent
upon him provided against his death
with an ipsurance poiicy upon his
life. It is of very great importance
to a great many of our people that
the companies that solicit business
in this State should be substantial
and reliable companies, so that the in-
sured may feel secure that when he
pays the premium on his policy, when
death comes, those for whose benefit
he has paid it may get the ipsurance.
And so with State Banks. A great
deal of the business of the country is
done through banks and mapny of our
people have their savings in these ip-
stitutions. They invite the trust and
confidence of the people and shounld be
under the supervision of the State. I
submit for your serious consideration
the wisdom of providing a State Ex-
aminer for State Banks and bankers
apd the ipsurance companies doing
busipess in this State. All reputable
companies and banks skould be glad to
have such examinations made for their
own protection as well as the protec-
tion of their customers. The salary
and expenses of this office could be
provided for by the institutions named
in proportion to the business they do.
as is done in the case of the Railroad
Commissioners,

TRUSTS.

While we feilicitate ourselves on the
number of corporations that have been
chartered within the State during the
past year and should do nothing tc
hicder their success it should ot be:
forgotten that they are creatures of the:
State. Obtaining their existence from:
the State, you have the right to:
regulate their operations  apd the:
operations of those doing business in
this State though receiving their cor---
porate existence from other States.
The tendency of these corporations is.
towards centralization avd combina~
tion. This tendency leads ultimately
to oppression and an effort to drive the
weaker institutions out of competition
and unless guarded by wise legislation
will eventually take away from 1he in-
dividual his dearest rights. While cn
the other hapd if wisely conducted and
properly guarded they will do much to
develop and bring into life the natural
resources of the State. Itis a subject
that should command your most ear-
nest and thoughtful attention. I
thought proper simply to call it to
your attention, so that while you legis-
lated to foster and encourage corporate
eaterprises you might also guard and
protect the rights and privileges of the.
individual citizen.

BIENNIAL SESSTONS,

The advisability of biennial sessions of thes
Legislature has been frequently called to theat-
tention of the Geoeral Assembly by my prede-
cessors.  That we have too much legislation we:
all admit. Fewer changes in our laws as g rule
would be letter. There would net bethat un-
certamnty in regard to many laws, that now
exists. Many Siates have adopted biennial
sessions of their Legislatures, The State Con~
stitulion provides for annual sessions of the
Legislature and the Declaration of Rights des
clures, *The General Assembly ought frequently
to assemble for the redress of grievances and fop
making new liws, as the common good may re-
Guire.,” 1 submit the matter to vou for your
careful consideration, inasmuch as there has
been some discussion of this subject and some
demand in certain sections for biennial sessions,
As vou will see. in order to change, would re-
quire an amendment to cur Constitution.

LOCAL LEGISLATION.

Much time at each session of the Legislature s
consumed with the passage of laws that have
only a local application The attention of the
Legislature has been called to the expense
of such legislation at different times by my pre-
decessors und yel every session of the Législa-
ture finds itself conironted with a batch
of locat and special legislation. The Constitu-
tion prokibils the passage of local or special
laws concerning certain subjects and demands
the enactinent of general laws to cover the same,
Vou should avoid as far as possible the passage
of local snd special legislation, for it not only
involves expense, but it creates confusion in un-
derstanding end knowing just what the law is.
Where general laws have not been provided in
accordance with the requirements ot the Consti-
tution they should receive vour attention and
then the introduction of local and special legis-
lation should not Le permitted. i

PAYMENT OF TAXES.

In view of the demand from certain seetion=
that the time for payment of taxes be exiended,
after consultation with the Comptrolles Gereral,
by wvirtue of avthority given us by law, we ex-
tended the time for the payment of taxes with-
out penally to the first of Februury, tgoo.

GOOD ORDER,
Tlhere has been no mob violence during the
past year and general good order has Prev.ai;n:d
throughout the State. The county of Darlington is
to Le congratulated on giving a legal tnial and
execition for a crime that usually results in
summary justice. Thisspirit is tobe encovraged
and commended and will result in grester re-
spect for the proper and legal channels of ad-
ministering the laws,
Liberty is too vften construed as license and we
need to instil into our people a regard and re-
spect for coustituted authority and that the best
and most highly prized liberty is that which is
surroundad by restraint. One of the greutest
evils of the day and of modern times is the
tendency to disregard and disrespect constituted
autitority and to rebel at the restraint thatis
nedessary to put upon personal freedom in order
10 secure and enjoy the best and the purest and
the swecetest liberty,

CONCLUSION.
I have thus endeavored to obey the mandate of
the Constitution laid upon the Governor to “'give .
10 the General Assembly information of the con-
dition of the State, and recommend for its coa-
sideration such measures as he shall deem necess
sary or expedient.” I have not presumed to
lecture you oneconomy, for I feel sure that you
realize as fully as I do the needs of our people
and will beas economical in the expenditure 03
public mouey as is consistent with efficicnt ser--
vice. The burdens of taxation galways fall
heavily but where there isa wise apd necessary
expenditure of the public fund for the general

reasonable tax-payer will complain.

uld deal with the affairs of state ina
s«like manner aud asa prudent business,
man wouid manage his private afairs. If you
find that in any department the expenditures,
can becut down without hurt to efficient service

: to eut them down, Uselessand
= should under no ¢ir-
ered. Prudent and
¢ you in all matters.

iberotions the
iling Provie
vou do may be-
le tothe good of all the.

propleof the State.

liable atany moment to threaten the

M. B McSWEENEY, Governor,



