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iPorge: the anclent zrudged
*Pis the open hand that mus: bless the land.
ift the toiling drudge?)
Ang who that
back,
And who that has cheer shall wait.
there's joy in the sky. and the ill

t-Child knocks at the gate.
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Jd=ovil cease
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THe white fields in silence le,
Tny ¢ angels zo

Over the floor that sparkles hoar
With the glitterof and snow.

«tore of biiss they pour

*Tie a heautiful task onr Christmas brings
For 0ld and voung to share,
With iingle of bells, and silvery swells
Of music in the ailr.
To make the sad world merry awhile,
And to frighten sin away.
And te bless us all, whatever befall.
Is the task of Christmas day.
—Marzaret E. Sangster, in Youth's Com-
yarion.

Its Happy Infiuence.

Tiessed Christmas! It makes our hearts

BY ABEATUTIFULS

alm of heaven

tender. It helps us, for the time being at

least. to throw away selfishness. It helpsus
to be liberal. more open-hearted. We feel
kindlier toward every ome. and thousands
of ¢old and selfish hearts seem to thaw out

uoder the influence of the Christmas season, |

as the snows on the mountain side melt

under the genial rays of the sun. The beauty |
and iragrance of hearts come cut under |

ite spell, as the violets and anemones bloom
into beauty at the call of =prinz.
‘To-day, as we give gifts to friends, let us

not forget the God whb gave us all, and the |

Christ who died to save us. Let it be a real
Christmas to our souls, a day of rejoicing on
earth. and a day of gladness in Heaven, be-

canse the Christ of God has come into our |
|
s

heurte—United Presbyt

A PRUDENT MAN.

St

She—1 underst-1’ vou have aquarreled .

with vonr tiancee.
He—Yes,
ragement aiter Christmas—Up-to-Date.

Christmas in Germany.

fte Germans celebmue the coming of
Santa (laus with more elaboration thun al-

mostiny other people, and a German Christ- |
< tree is a sight worth secing. Presents |
ior the servants and the poor are invariably |

1w

placed on the same tree with the giits for
the children and the older members of the
family. and tne little ones are early taught
to think of those iess fortunate than them-
selves at the season of ull others when good™

will and peace to man should be abroad over |

the lapd like o barediction.

but T intend to remew the en-.

Where Santa Claus Gets His Gold.
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** At Christmas play and make yoad cheer, for Christmas comes sul o

o oomr. " —Tussia

| adhw

| My beaut
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i “Bless the ol

he oid wyear!
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| From pain, from ;
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f- merry hours [ was happy and {ree:
1z Has= brought me {frolic for every day:
13135 the old year ere it passes awayl”

Bless the old year! Come one and all:
cali:

Lot it €0 be the last sound he shall hear
Shall echo a blessing! Rless the old year!
ilian Frances Mentor, in N, Y. Herald,

i
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Santa Claus’ Shop.
The other day I runred away,
Which gave my man
I dién't 2o b home

=

W -
I toid her how

i
in thro
sat there making roys.
3 could he—
that little boys
iristmas tree.
He looked so pal
I thought it wi
An' say. 1 d ¥
That Santa Claus was lame?

An* when I told my ma, yvou know,

| She kissed me twice, because

|  She said to-morrow that she’d go

| An' call on Santa Claus,

| —Albert Bigelow Paine. in N. Y. Werld.

Ghristmas for the Birds.

i
1
|
Christmas is celebrated in Sweden to an
10:\':0!& enknown in the United States. and

the celebration is not over till Janwary 135
or “twentieth day Yulel” A very pretty
feature of the festivities is thus deserived by
AMr. Thomas in his “Sweden and the
| Sweides:”
| One wintry afternoon, at .Jule-tide. I had
| been skating on a pretey lake three miles
from Gothenburg, On my way home T noticed
| thut at every farmer’s house there was
] crected in the middle of the dooryard a pole.
fon the top of whick was bound a large, full
| sheat of grain.
[ =Why is this?” I asked my comrade.
© 0. that's for the birds, the httle wild
: s, They must have a merry Christmas,
you know.” 1
s it js: not a peasant in Sweden will
n with his childeen to a Christmas
i dinner within deors till he has first rised
| aloft a Christmas dinner fov the little birds
| that live in the eold and snow without.—
tYouth's Companion.

| LITERARY INFORMATION.
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“} want to buy a Christmas present o' t
[ book for & young manp.”
=Yes, miss; what kind of a book would
vou like?”
*Why, 0 book for i young man.”
“Well—but what kind ot : t
“Oh, he's tall and has light

vs  wears  bhte  neckti

man®*"”
hair, and he
s.'—Chivags

| Revord.

i
i Two Non-Effects.
1 P

The Christmas spirit produces neither a
swelled head  ner  pocketbook.—N. Y.
Truth.



