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DISPENSARY SCANDALS

SOME MIGHTY INTERESTING LET-
TERS GIVEN TO THE PUBLIG.

Larry Gantt Threatens to Exposs Corrup-
tior, Bot Waa Held Of by a Prraoral K-
quest--Mr, Scrogge Tells Why He Wanted
ItSkut Up.

There scems (o ke no end tothe
seandals in convection with the dis
pensary. On Tunesdey of last week
the following letier was published by
the Columbia Register:

Spazraxsuee, 8 C., Feb. 14, 18070

Dear Clark. Thiswill be banded you by
my friend. Mr. 1. 0. J. Wood, and who will
explain to to you just what I want. lam
anxious tocontrel the State board of dispen-
sary commissioners, so that I can help out
my friends. and also your friends, Bluthen-
thal and Bickar: of Atlanta, Ga.

Now, Clark. to be plain with you, m or-
der to accomplish this, we must down a man
named Outzs. and keep our mutual friends,
Seth Seruggs, in control. We can down
Outzs if I can get Mr. Bickart 1o give nea
statement of the transactions berween him-
zelf and Qutzsand can show, as 1 believe is
the case, that Qutzs sgreed to push bisli-
quors if he (Bickart) would pay him 23 cents
per case.

I want you to see Mr. DBickart and geta
statement from him of this proposition to
Qutzs, and how it was first received. I do
not wish it for publication, but simply 1o
bulldoze him out of the race against Scruggs.
Hon. D. M. Miles, elected member of the
hoard for five years, is my personal friend
and from Spartanburg county. Col. Wilie
Jones, chairman of the board, is oneof my
warmest friends, and I will visit him next
Friday and talk over matters. I want to get
Outzs' condsmnation by thattime. Jones isa
strong Scruggs man. 1 want you 1o say to
Bickart to embedy in his statement that after
his first conference with the board he tried to
get a second sudience, 50 a3 to tell the whole
truth, but was gagged and not sllowed to do
g0, at the instigation of OQutzs.

If I can keep Scruggs in, it means that
our friends will be taken care of, but if
Outzs succeeds he will not ordera pint from
B. & B, and heis opposed to Mr. Bickart,
because of that interview with the board.

I also want you and your father, if Mr.
Bickart gives thisstatement, to certiry tohis
high character.

1 have other things behind, Hut want this
certificate as an opening shot. As stated, it
is not for publication, but simply to use to
kill any support that Qutzs might get.

Mr. Wood will give you the full story of
that matter.

Truly, your friend,

P.S —Why have you cut me of from
your exchange list? 1have not seen a copy
of The Constitution since Christmas. Also
send me asample copy of your evening
daily. Of course this letter is strictly confi-
dential.

The Register says this lstter bas
b2en known to be in existence for
over & month, but its publication was
delayed until some other things skould
{ranspire, but as it has teen published
other letters on the same subject has
been given the public The “Dear
Clark” leiter was written by Col T
Lsarry Gantt, editer of the Piedmont
Headlight. The rumocrs referred to
in that letter are the sucjoct of a com
municaiion frem him to Mr. Scruggs
last February. Following is & copy
of that letter:

SPARTANBURG, 8. C., Feb. 10 1847,

Dear Scruggs: 1 hear that an Atlanta
liquor man has offered a bribe to a certain
Dispensary official, and to pay him 25 cents
on each box of this man’s liquor that said
official shipped out. But afterwards the
liquor man stated that he had made a mis-
take and could only give 10 cents, and be-
cause he fell in his price this official then
stated that the firm had tried to bribe him.
It has, also come to my ears thata certain
liquor man had a member of the bdard ashis
guest at the hotel; that they slept together in
the same room, and that this liguor man al-
ways got the best of the orders from the
board. There are other rumors of a serious
pature. 1 tell you, Scruggs, as your true
friend, that this condiion of affairs will dis-
rupt the Reform movement. The people are
already restless and suspicious, and, grean-
ing as they are, under increased tazaticm,
they are prepared to believe any scandal
they msy hear.

1 am making further investigations into
these rumors and shall expose the whole
matter. Truly, your friend,

T. L. GaxTT.

Mr: Scruges heard of this letter,
ornd, balieving thai bis name was con-
nected with the alleced crockedrness
he wrote and asked Mr, Gantt about
it, receiving the following reply:

Srarraxsorg, S. C., April 9, 1827,

Dear Scruggs: Your letter of the Tth, in
which you state that you hear that thereis
a letter in circulation in Columbis, purport-
ing to have been written by myself, andin
which your name is connmected, &e,, has
been received. You ask me to letyou know
the substance of this letter. You remember
that some time in February I wrote you that
1 had heard a report in circulation thata
certain officiel in the State Dispemsary had
been offered & bribe of 25 cents a box for
every box of & certain brand of whiskey he
shipped out; that this bribe had been offered
by an Atlants firm, but afterwards that the
firm stated to said official that they could
only pay 10 cents a bos, and after nefellin
his price then the official reported the rep-
resentative of this firm as trying to bribe
him.

Ialsestated in said letter other reports
connected with the Dispensary management
and the purchase of liquors that smacked
strongly of corruption. I stated to you that
Iintended to publish these reports, that the
people might know them apd demsnd an
investigation of the whole business. A few
days after the receipt of this letter you came
to Spartanburg and asked me 10 suppress
the publication, Yo know at the time that
1 warned you against the suppression of
anything crooked in the Dispensary that
came to your knowledge, and told you ihat
you could not help to cover up the rotien-
ness of anyone connected witk the Dispen-

because of your friendship for him.
You replied that you did not wish to hide
any corruption. and the official in question
you believed to be your enemy snd was
working in copjunction with others to secure
your defeat. [swated to you that I heard
the representative of this firm would tell
much more, but that e was coerced or bull-
dozed, and was not afraid of publicity, fear-
ing that it might destroy his chances for fu-
ture business with the dispensary. I told
you further that I was not satisfied, and
that I believed if they were assured that by
telling the truth and all they knmew would
not injure their prospects for business. that
they would make afull sitatement of all the
facts.

With this view I wroe a private letter to
my friend, lon. Clark Howell, editor of the
Atlantg Cosstitution {uotibe liquor firm), an
assuring letter, which was personal and pri-
vate, and sealed up. Thisletter was written
1o Mr. Howell, who was o friend to said firm,
with the hope of stifeninz the buckbomeof
this liquor man, and thereby securingall
the facts. Idon't remember what 1 did
write, but I can tell you that [ amafreeand
independent American citizen, and can
stand by snything thur I do orsay. I wear
noman's collar and wy haeds are not soited
with any corruption, and what 1 wrote was
with s view to discovering corruption that [
might expose it through the Headlight, and
notto wink at raseality. The mistake 1
made was in not publishing at the time the

personal appeal to me not to doso is what
deterred me. Ifnecessary I willeall on you
to publish the letter 1 wrote to you some
time in February.

But to show you that I was not hush-
whacking any man, upon learning that the
Atlanta firm stated that the offer they made
said official had been reiected, 1 came to Co-
lumbia, saw the accused party and stated 1o
him the report | hud heard, told him just
what ! had done, and that he seemed ex-
onerated.

The Howell letter 1 sent by Mr. L. O J.
Wood. but that gentlemen, instead of deliv-
ering it & addressed, turned the letter over
to said liquor firm, when one of its members
broke the seal zud read the contents. e
stated to Mr. Wood that it was not necessary
to deliver the letter, as he could give him
no information about the reported corrup-
tion. Mr. Wood left the letter in the hands
of said firm. low it came to be turned
aver to parties in Columbia I do not knovw.

If you will see that letter you will ind
that I was simply working to unearth re-
ported corruption in the Dispensary manage-
ment and to azsis: Mr. Wood in securinga
position. lam not mixed up in any rebate
or other business cosnected with the Dispen-
sary, for my hands are clean andl defy
apyone te prove otherwise.

1 remember in that letter telling Mr.
Howell that Col. Wilie Jones and Hon D, M.
Miles were personal friends and would stand
by me. ‘My reason for writing this was
that 1 intended that Mr. Howell could use it
to get the desired information from that At-
lanta Hguor house, for couldl convince
tkem that their business wenld not suifer by
telling all they knew they would more like-
1y give the desired information.

1 also told two members of the State Board
the report that had reached my ears. Come
up Saturdsy end see me. Truly your friead,

T. L. Gaxrr.

Mr. Seruges said that be did gnto
see Mr. Ganttand pleaded with him
not to publish the reports he had
heard about Shipping Clerz OQuz's for
the board had invesieated them and
ned exonmerated Mr. Quzls. M
Scruggs ssid he ¢id this because the
Dispensary had alreadw just passed
tbrouch one rerizd of great truvail
(the rebate scerndsl) and be didnt
«azt it to have to psss tbrough anoth
er. He said he simpl: wanied to
keep down troubie, for the beard had
aiready settled the matler ard the
Dispensary could not stand thesez con
stant scandals in the Dewspapers,
even though they were proven to be
without fourastion. He szid ke
didn’t want to hide corruption, but
simply urged Gantt not to siir up this
thing in the interest of peace.

Shipping Clerk Ouz's was asked
what he had io say concerning the
charges made in the “‘Dear Clark”
.siter. He referred the reporier to
the Board of Cortrol {or furtheriafor-
mation. It was learped that Mr
Quz's reported the cccurrence {o the
board and that both ke and Mr. Bick-
art of Atlania made statemeats. Th:
board excoerated Mr. Quzts, for they
afterwards re elected him. Mr. Gantt
seems, teo. to have come to the con:
clusica that nothing was wrorg here,
as he states in his Jetter, aflter having
made an investigation,

Mr. I. O. J. Wood, wko carried the
“Tear Clark” letter 1o Atlants, made
the fcl'owing statement:

On the Sunday before I went to Atlanta,
S. W. Scruggs and T. Larry Gantt drove up in
front of Tritumier’s bookstore in Spartanburg
and asked for me. I wentoutand wentupsat
their invitation to the Piedmcnt Headlight of-
fice,and while in the office they wrote two let-
ters, one addressed to Clark Howell, Atlan-
ta, which they gave to me sealed. 1 did not
know what were the contents. One other
letter written with pencil by Seruggs, which
was copied by Gantt on the typewriter. I
don't xnow who this one was addressed to.
They knew I was going to At.ants on the
following Tuesday. Ikhad alse in my pos-
session an envelope which was writteo on
the back with pencil by 8. W Soruggs,
certain quesiions for me to ask Blu
mexthal and Bickart of Atlanta. They de-
sired Blumenthal and Dickart to acknowl
edge that Outzs had made a proposition to
themto the effect that he would ship out
their liquors provided that they. Blumen-
thal and Biczart would pay him so much
per case. Mr. Bickart said that “Iam too
honests man to do such & thing, and 1 can’t
doit.”” Mr. Quzts never made me any such
a proposition. Iam the man who made
the proposition.”

I am inno way responsible for the “Dear
Clark” confidential letter reaching South
Carolina, nor for it being in the hands of the
press.

I make this statement in jusiice to Mr.
Ouzts since I have been used in 4n attempt
to injure him. 1. 0. J. Woon.

A Fearful Death.
A reliable gentleman from Enoree.

who was in Spartapburg last week on
business, informed The Herald report-
er of the tragic death of a negro men
named John Smith in the Enoree riv-
er on Sunday merning. Right above
tha C, & W. C. trestle which spans
the Enoree river a mile above the fac-
tory, isa dangerous sandbar in the
river, which fishermen and bathers
reliziously avoid. It happened inst
Smith and a crowd of negroes werein
the water bathing, when Smith swam
up the siream acd into the sandbar,
leaving his comvaniors far behind.
Thinking himself perfecily secure,
and completely foiled by the surface
shallownesscftheriverhere he thought
he would stop andrest apd then swim
back. Nosoorer did his feer strike
the sand than he began sinking. He
struggled to exiricate himself, bultc
no avail; he only sank further down.
He pever reslizad his awlul position
urntil bis body wes almost complately
submergzed by the quicksand ard wa-
ter. Then ke sheuted frantically and
desperstely to his falitering compan

ions. who weare far away dowa uuder
the sleepers of the trestle. Themen
were afraid to venture up and rescus
him, and cne of them said it hapened
50 suddenly that they were sll paralyz
ed with a strapge fascinstion to ths
spot and could not move. So this
msan went down uusided, &s nonc
dared risk life i sucha place, it would
have been useless. Soon afier Le dis-
appeared a search parly was orgsanize:
and & erowd got ic a bateau and pad-
dled up to find the body, szd the
=pareh couticuwd all the afternoon
But up to yesierday morping the
oody had not been iound, anditis
probable that it never will be.

Fire at Epworth Urphaoge.

The Columbia Register says early
Thursday morning the barn of the
Epwerta Orphanage was totally de-
siroyed by fire, entuiling a loss
of ahout §1,400, with only $500 worih
of ipsaravce. When the fire was firs:
discovered there was only a small
blaze, but asthere are no faciiities for
ighting firce out there the building
was quickly enveloped by the flames
Bveryloing was destroyed, including
uvwo fine Jersey cows. A mule was
saved, althgugh the animal was badly
vitrned pefore it was rescued. Ii 1s
thougkt that the fre was the work ol
apn incendiary, as there is no other
way 10 explain 1. No arrests have
been made, but tne Governor will o!-
ier areward, which may assist in find-

rumors I heard, but you KRow your strong |

ing the fiend.

BERE'S THE EVIDENCE.

ALL ABOUT THOSE BECKROGE ClI-
GARS AND PEACHES

*ir. Scruggs Got Some, But Says Ho Was
Ouiy Following the Custom—Some Dam-
eging Testimony Regarding Dispensary
Ofticials

Although all of the tfestimony in
the Beckroge irunk matier has not
been taken, still there iserough to
show what became of the contents.
The testimony on this point is scme-
=hat conflicling, but it isvery evident
ihat people in the Dispspsary goi the
conients of the trunk., Xr. Scrugzs
scknowledges taking scme of theeci
gars and peachbes, but pleads that he
bad no idea of doing anything wrong.
as it had been a custom for the cffici-
als {0 appropriate such things to their
ownuse ever since he had been ccn-
necied with the Dispensary. Dut the
svidence can best speak for itseli,
aud the public may form iis own
conclusions. All of the wiluesses
were sworn by Judge Townsend and
&ll signed their testimory in his pres-
ence. The following is & syncpsisof
tke testimony:

CLERK SORUGGS
was the first witness. He testified that he
sold the Deckroge trunk to Mr. Garris and
that it was to be paid for on 3r. Garris next
visit to Columbin. With the day upon which
Commissioner (astsz, Mr. Garris and de-
ponert went to the contrahrand room to de-
liver the trunk wasthe first time he bad any
knowledge of the contents of the trunk to
the hest of his recolection: but vne thinzhe
is positive about—that up tothat time he
had never taken any part of the contents of
the trunk, and at that time all ke saw in the
trunk werea few partially filled boxes of
cigarsand two orthree cans of peaches, but
scattered on the floor were six or eight emp-
ty cigar boxes; that on that day in thepres-
ence of Gaston and Garris depouent tock
handful of these cigars. (Garristook a hand-
ful and Gaston took a bandful and he joking-
ly twitted Judge Gaston with the remark that
he could now account for the cigars which
he (Gaston) and Harry had been smoking
for seversl weeks; that cigars which depon-
eut took be carried into the State Doard
room and gave Mr. Williams and Mr. Dout-
hit some of them, and told them ke had got-
ten them out of the contraband room and
would getthem some more, which ke in.
tended to do before the adjournment of the
Board and before they left the city, but in
the multiplicity of his duties it escaped his
attention. That afew days after this he
went into the Board roora, and got the key of
the contraband room wkich belonged othe
State Board of Control, and which was in the
custody of deponent as clerk of the Board, and
with Charles Lynch, a clerkin his office, and
ot four boxes of cigars partially filled, ashe
remembers, and four cans of peaches, and
instructed Lynch to take them into the of-
fice, ~ud the boys in the office could eat the
peaches, and he would divide the cigars with
them; that these four boxes of cigars and
cans of peaches were utterly valueless to the
State, as the cigars were very cheap cigers,
and he does not believe theycould have
heen dizposed of for any consideration; that
deponent elso discovered several -ottles of
domestic wine the day he took Lynch in for
cigarsand peaches and humorously remarked
“We will get that wine, too, before some one
takes it,”" but as a matter of fact, did not
move to take it at the time of making the re-
mark, as it was not seriously made, and he
did not take the wine, and Commissioner
Gaston told him he had taken charge of the
wine; that he seldom entered the contraband
room, and never unless upon urgent business.
As Colonel Jonesand the Attorney General's
ofice will bear him, out there wasa great
deal of trouble with contraband seizures
made by the constables, as many threaten-
ing letters were received from parties ahout
liguors shipped to them for personal use:
that Colonel Gaston did mot attend to these
matters as promptly as Chairman Jomues
thought he should and Colonel Jones told
him he and deponent would haveto take
this matter in hand, and with the Attorney
General. would have to look after the return
of contraband liquors, and theonly ocea-
sions on which he went into the contraband
room was to refer to the records supposed to
be contained iz the receiving contraband
bock; that on several occassions, with the
cons nt of Chairman Jones, he purchased
demijohns of corn whiskey which had been
seized and forfeited to the State, and paid
therefor at the rate of $1.50 per gallom,
which the records in his ofice will show,
whilst the price the State Board paid for
some goods was from $1.20 to 31.35 per gal-
lon: that further than herein stated, he has
never taken a single article from the contra-
band room; that in taking these four boxes
of cigars and cans of peaches he was only
following outa custom which has been iz
vogue ever since his compection with the
State Dispensary; that on divers occasicns
such articles as brandy peaches, brandy
cherries, cigars and other articles other than
wines a2d whiskies have been placed in the
custody of the Commissioner and he has of-
ten given him some of such articles and also
given them to others; and to show that de-
ponent did not suppose he was committing
an act which would make him lable to cen-
sure, be gave to two membera of the Doard
some of these very cigars and teld them
where he bad gotten them: that he did say 10
Mr. Lynch to say nothing to Mr. Dlakeley,
because Blakeley was hiz wortal enemy, for
some reason he knows not why, and he did
not wish any distortion of the facts, and this
was the reason he told him to say nothing to
Dlakeley about cigars or peaches; that Le
had no objection to Mr. Dlakeley knowing
he had taken the cigarsand peaches to the
clerksin his office, provided a friendly aud
legitimate construction upon what hedid
was placed thereon: that when F. 3. Mixson
was (Commisgioner in 1893, Mr. Dlakeley
checked up all contraband, and he as well as
deponent on divers occasions has been the
recipient of these little courtesies through
the good ofiices of Commissioner Mixson.
COLONEL GASTON.

Colone! Gaston, in his deposition, says:

That sometime in November last he was ap-
pointed pro tem. Comumissioner, and contin-
ued 1o act as such until his retirement recent-
ly. While acting I remember that & large
drummer’s trunk came to the Lispensury
from Charleston end was placed in the con-
traband room, It contained four jugs, cne
of which came broken, with whiskey, sever-
al " autles of wine, some cans of peaches, ten
ba..es of cigars, a few decayed oranges and
one pairof shoes, Since thetrunk came the
whiszey was dumped and boutled, and
wine is still in the Dispensary. Some time
after the trunk came | went to the room and
found that the cigazs had been tampered
with. About eue-half to two-thirds of the
cigars had been taken out of the boxes with
the exception of one. which was full, 1
then emptied all the broken boxes into four
boxes anu placed them with the boules of
wine in another trunk. Spon after this 1
went into the reom and locked in the trunk
into which the four boxes had been placel
snd found them gome. Un examinati i
the empty boxes egain, I found a few inu
box which 1 took down to wmy otfice. [then
called Watts, who had a key to theroom, and
Ben Hurris, and told them there must be
something wrong and some one must huave
had 2 key. They both declured that no one
bad a key, and no one had been allowel 1o go
inthe room. 1 immediately notiied Blake-
ley about what had been done in the room
and asked him tw look out and ail e 1
finding who was going into the roow and in-
erfering with contraband swutf. I then or-
dered a new lock put on the contrahand
room door, and then bolted securely the oth-
¢r door ioside, and sincethat time nothing

ine

has been missed up tothe time I left there.
The pair of shoes in the trupk 1 =old fo
#1: the part of 2 box of cigars brought down
to the office T have pail for.

1 made a full report of this matter to the
te, Board of Control at isJast meeting,
1 is hereto a3
disposition of the trouble fss tarad,

The report to the Board of Control referred
to foilows:

I have a mazter 1 wish to call attention to.
I have had charge of the contraband room
for some months. | took the keys and after
attending to the contraband business for
some time 1 found that took up a great deal
of my time, %0 | zave the keys to Mr. Waus,
who is perfectly reliable. 1 visited the room
every few days to see how matters stood. 1
missed cceasionally a bottle of whiskey from
the eases. [ complained to Mr. Watrs and
he assured me that he carried the keys and
noone had been allowed in the room.

About the ime of your last meeting alaree
truck eame in with thre oe jugs, several
bottles of wing, two cans of peaches and ten
hoxes of cigars  While in there one morning
Mr. Garris teld me that Mr. Seruges said he
could have the trunk. So [ got the thi
out and let kim have it. 1 put the things in
anpther trunk. 1took three rs for my-
self. 1 was inthere soon again and found
about bulf of the cigars or more taken out of
every hox. [ put what was left iu boxes.
filling them up, aud gave Mr. Garris some
and put tharest in atrunk. A few days af-
ter | found the whaole amount of cigars had
been taken except one piece of a box, which
I now have in my possession. 1 havesince
had 2 new and sirong lock put on the door,
so 1 now lock one door and bolt the other.
rezret this very much, and am now satisfied
it will never oceur again. Some one must
have had a false or duplieate key. Nothing

o

appended, and ia that the

has been missed by me since that time. i
MR. BLAKELEY, !
hookkeeper for the State Commissiener, tos- |

sified that Mr. Lynch eame to the office of
tae Commissioner and Jdeponent asked him
ithe knew naything about missing eigars
from the contrabund room or had he seen
any one smoking them. Mr. Lyuch replied
that that was what he had come down 1o see
him about. Depoment told bim that Mr.
Gaston had missed tea boxes of cigara. Mr.
Lyneh then told him Mr. Serugzs had gotten
them and bad divided them up in the office.
Deponent asked him how he hal gotten
them, Mr. Lynch said he went into the
room with a duplicate key and Liad told him
not to say anything about his having that
key. Deponent told Mr. Lynch he had done
right in telling bim about this thing, and un-
der ao circumstances to touch them. Lynch
then said he was going toreport the matter
to Mr. Williams and Mr. Douthit, two of the
members of the Board. Deponent after this
reported the matter to Colonel Wilie Jopes.
nut not in an official way. e said if I
would putit in writing he would call the at-
teation of the Board toir. Deponent said he
would not do this, and it was his business as
he had acensed him of Sghting “erugzs, and
it was nome of his husiness if he stole the
whole Dispeusary. Mr. Blakeley further
testified that Commissioner Gaston had com-
plained to him aboutsome one stealing the
cigars, and he asked Gaston ifhe had taken
any of the cigars, and he replied he had tak-
en only three, and had given C. W. Garris 2
handful.

MR, CHARLEY LYNCIL
Mr. C. J. Lyneh in Lis testimony makes
some damaging statementsasto »r. Seruggs.
He deposes: That he has been in the Stte
Dispensary since it was first opened, but was
appointed  bookkeeper, or assistant to Mr.
Seruges in April, 1805 and is siillin the |
same position. That some time in Febru-
ary, 1307, Mr. Serugzs came into the office,
in the presence of Mr. Mobley and Mr.
Charles and himself and said: «Charlie. do
you know that Gaston has a trunk a1l of ci-
gars, peaches and wine buck in the contra-
band room?” 1 replied that I did not.
Mr. Scruges said: +-Well, he has been walk-
ing up and down the street smoking them,
and 1 have been wondering where in the
h—1l he got them.” 1 said: ~No, 1 did not
kn.w he had them back there.” Scruggs said
he had and said: “Come back with me aud I
will show them to you. Scruggs and [ went
out of the office to the contraband room deor
and ne took a key out of his pocket and
stooped down to unlock the door, and while
fitting the key into the door be turned to me
and said: +Don’t tell anybody I havegot
this key.” Ife then unlocked the door and
we went in.  Seruggs walked over te some
empty cigar boxes seattered about the room,
picked them up aad threw them dowe and
said: ¢l will be d—d if he has not smoked
the last one.”” I was near the door and
asked him if he had not told me that they
were in a truak, and he said, #Yes,”” 1 then
said: “There is the trunk under the table.”
He then went to the truuk, lifted the lid and
moved aside some wine and pulled out three
boxes ¢coataining cigars and hauded them 1o
deponent. He then reached on top of pigeon
holes over the trunk and took down another
box containing cigars and said, “Herels
one I bad up here when [ was here this
morning,’’ and hauded them to deponent and
said: +Take the boxes to the ofiice.” De-
ponent then asked him: *How about the
peaches?”” Hereplied, “They are not here
ip the trunk.”” Leponent then pointed to
cans of peaches on ihc dosk and said:
“There they are, over there.” Secruges then
went over and got them and gave them to
Lim and said: *‘Go on to the office with the
things,”” but again said. ©Wait until I see
if there is any one in the hall.” e opened
the doorand locked and said:  “There is ne
one there; go nhead.” Deponent then went
to the telephone room, and as he started into
the office Seruggs said: +Let me see if there
is any one iu there,” He said: ‘-Uo ahead,
there is no one in the office; take them inand
hide them.”” Seruggs then started back out
of the door and as 1s leaving, deponent,
facing Mr. Mo arged. Mind, 1did
not taxe these nin Deponent then
pluced them on his desk and Scruggs came
back in the o +Charlie hide
those things | weley comes ip;
! don't want him to see them,”’ Deponent
iken took them off the desk and put them in
a box at his feet.  -Scruggs eawe over and
said: ++Give Mose one of the boxes (mean-
ing Mr. Mobley.) Deponent reached dewn
awd got one of the bozes and deponert han-
ded it over gad hetook it and put ftin the
drawer of his desk.  Ile then went into the
next room and deponent opened one of the
cans of peaches and called and asked
Lim it he did not waut some, ile replied he
Jid not belleve he did just then, as be was
voing up
Mr. Mool
opened a second can and took It
next room where Mro Scrugges owe
using a paper cutter, ok oue of the
put ¢n it aud banded it to Mr, Serug
ing Lim to try it. Heaie that and deponent

b

Teel. .'f\'ll..'h\'ul. My Charles and

z
2 ite the penches Deponent theu

nguded him another, w e, Lepo-
neat then went by e and Mr.
Seruggs weal up st ating the
rest of the peaches deponent showed Mobley

and Charles the peculiur manner in which
Mr. Seruggs brushed aside bis wmoustache
while eating the pesches, Deponent then
went to Mr. Mobley and said:  -Give me
back that box of clgurs: you don’t want it

He replied. Yes, I do
said: -*Lhere is going o
them, and you dont w
ley then sard: 18 that is thecase, 1 dont
wunt to bave auyvihing o do with them,
und haoded then
took the hox and
had,  Dey

topk the twy

ingea 1ed biid 1l
« Qf them
now in the

eht tuod

caus ol g

A few days ulte

i
the threebuses of ¢
e Tol sude I."\L'L’l
Several times he bad missed thiugs
A few days alier s
¥
SMUER,
replied, =1
ge without
next

aud bas them there

I1GW.
vt of bis drawer.

fraven't auy He left the

Serugzgs came to deponent and said, +Char-
i re are all those cigars?”  Deponent
“All gone. sir.” Scruggs said, <The
of hoxes, too!” Depenent repliad,
hey areall gone.”  1le then left de-
ponent without any further remark. A day
or two uflerwards Sernges asked deponent
if he had told Gaston he had taken those ¢i-
gars,  Desonent replied, *No, sir.”  Depo-
nent says that at the time he and Seruges
went into the contraband room and while he
was taking the cizars out of the trunk, he
remarked, =I'll have this wine before 1 get
through,’ and he afterwards made a similar
remark about the wine in the ofiice. Ilepo-
nent further says Mr. Seruggs asked hima
day or iwo ago if he knew anything about
the shoes, or had (aston said anything to
him about them,

Deponent further =ays that he omitred to
state above that the same day the cigars und
peichies were carried into the office Mr.
Mobley asked the ideponent where he got
the things,  Deponent replied, *In the con.
traband room.” e then asked him how he
zot them, as he thought Judgze Gaston was
in charze of the room. Deponent replied
that Mr. Scenggs had o hocus pocus key.
Deponent further states that on the same
day the cigars and peaches were taken out
of the contraband room he went down to the
Commissioner's office and Mr. Dlakeley ask-
ed him if he knew anything about the miss.
ing cigars from the contraband room. De-
ponent replied, “Yes: that iz what I bave
come down tosee you about.” smd then
went on and told him ail about the cigars
and peaches; that at the next meeting of the
hoard he reported to Mr. Williams and Mr.
Douthiz what he has said above as to the
taking of cigars and peaches from contraband
room and has also since that time reported
1t to the Governor.

AMr. H M. Mgbley, & box
ud Mr. Chavles, an emsloyee
epsary, corroborsted the te

snech as given abave,
imer Vanes tesiifed tha
of April, 1807, Col J.
to n1m of hisown

re Dispersary for some articics be
had received and paid bim §1 for one
pair of shoes asd 25 esnis Jor some
cipzrs.

Ben Haris testified that be has been
working in the State Dispensary for
about five years and bas been in the
dumiping room wost of the time. He
said thst Seruggs took cigars from the
duomping roam, kaving gotten the key
from Mp, Watts,

Messrs. H B, Waits, W. W. Harrls
and C. A. Koon, ali emagloyecs, at the
dispensary, test to tae facis above
narraisd,

Mr, Garris ia explaining bow he
came t0 buy ihe trauk says thafal
the t1me he purchased szid trunk he
¢id pot kaew or inquire from whor
1t was seized, a3 be suppesed it haa
been forfeited to the State and the
board eould sell it; that he stili has
ibe travk and has been veady atall
times to pay fur it when the prics was
fixed. Deponent furiher says that hr
at no timre went into the contraband
room with Mz Seruggs and iwo other
geutlemen and secured cigsrs while in
thers, and that Mr. Scruggs did not
take and givz o kim a handiul of ei-
oars cut of (se trunk, and that whesu
ne purchas:d and carcied awsay the
rruznk there was no cigars in it, ard
vone givea 1o him by Mr. Gaston at
rrat uire; that he knows nothisz
about cry ef the contsuts of the said
Berlipio- and rever reecived
oy pait of the cigars it was suid to
have conteintd, or of any olher artl-
¢'ws; that ha has smoked eigars wiih
cfficizls 07 e dispensary in & fri-nd
iy and casual way, bul that the smail
number received by um &t any ums
was in this way, and ne did not kaow
where they came ‘rom as e supposed
the gestleman had purchased taem.

AN IMPORTANT CASE.

-

.
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A Firm of Ligoer Dealers After the Dila-
PHDSATY.

Thae Charlestoncarssspondant of the
Columbia Register savs the bill dled
in the Uplied States Circuit Courtin
thstein Tu-sdsy by W. A, Vander
esok & Co., of Califorpia. zgainst
Commussioner Vance, the State con-
stables and whomsoaever else it may
concern, paying damages for pastin-
terferences wiih the firms business in
this State, and for perpetual injuae-
tion azainst ail future occurences, if
this cheracter, may be styled the
Prarszlas where the State will be call
+& vuon to make its lest stand against
the inroads of the interstat- commeérce
law upon ifs peculiar institution,
known asthe Dispeusary system. The
plsiniiffs through their atiorney, AMr.
J. P. K Bryan, virtually set up the
claim, under toe algis of tie Federal
Constituticn and of the interstate
laws enacted thercunder, to send their
sgenis into the State to solicit
busipess and obtain orders, to estab-
lish warehcuses or other depositories
for the liguors, acd to appoint still
other agen's 10 receive and disburse
these liquors, in the original vnbro
ken packages, to whomsoever they
may see fit; thusestablishing, without
let or hindraxce, to &ll intenis and
purpeses, an cppoesition business to
tne Siate Dispensary, If Vandercook &
00. and adjudicated to be justified in
their elaims, as thus made, then any
body wno professes to be an agent of

suy foreiyu corcerz in the business
¢iao Sel up and engage In ine fratiic on

the same conditivns, and the Stale's
wouosely of it is virtually at 22 ead
Curiosily eunocugh, this denounce
ment will have bzon led up s ia and
thycugh & court which was the Hist
trbunal, naexcestedly enough, 12 de-
clare thal the Dispensary law was ¢on-
stituficnz], in so fsr ssit purported 10
regulate the domestic traflic in Iiquor,
¢ first favorable decisiol
Simonton bus fied numerous
sineis o the jaterstat: commercee fea-
re, veelaring 1he law v uueon:
ionalinso far as it co:ilicted
uriviliges and immuaiiies of
and lureign citizens under
nent, with the ef
i=ct to sediy eripple and eircumscrise
the eperatious of the Dispensary law
\Wheiher he will go 10 the extentof
connlenaneing Vandercook & Co's,
Jeim of the riznt to estaclish domes-
tic sztacies within the State to virtu-
ally carry on a whelesale and retail
iguor busivess remaios to be seen.
U rtainly. if the jasties of sueh a con-
teniion shall estublished  there
sould seem o be litie encoursze-
ment laft for the Siatz locoutinue lna
pasigess in whici e 'ery One may en

1=

out so much as askipng leave

o
L
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:oton
Coiumbia State says Senator
an will mwake aspeecl on ihe
twi iff bil! when the cotlon schedule 1s
c-ached. Speakiog of the matter, he
said: I wiil see Mclaurin, and go
uim lwe or thres betier. Isoall urge
a bounty ox cotigcu and whest exports.
1 m-y be turned down, and probably
v 1}l ve, but I'll make some ol tae pro
tectivnisis mightily sick belore I get

saying unytbing more. The diy |

[mruugn with them.”

GARRIS AND THE TRUNK

SAY3 HE BOUGHT IT FROM COMMIE-
SIONER GASTCN.

Bat DBaing Busy To'd Him to Go Abead
and ihe Price Would ba Fixed—Ready to
Pay or Rotuvn It -Sernggys Makes a State.
ment.

Mr C. W. Garris, of Oolleton, who
got Backroge's trunk, has written a
communiecation giviag his statement
as to his connection with the affair
The following is what he has to say
about it:

Editor News and Courier: I netice
in the Columbia esrrescondence of
vour issus of April 23, under the cap:
tion of *"A Naw Dispensary Scandzl,”
that mv name appears in conneciion
w=ith the “Beck:oge trumk affsir”
“Truth seeker,” after propounding
the same question 1o certain dispensa-
ry officials, turss to me and says:
“We would be glad to have Mr. C.
W. Garris, & membsr of the legisla-
ive commitiee, 15 say what he knows
about the trunk.”

I will cheerfully state my connee-
tion with the matter, aad it is as fcl-
lows: I found at the close of the last
session of the legislature, on account
of some purchases I had made, that I
reeded a larger trunk. I remembered
that ~hile I was 2 member of the leg:
islative examining committee we had
teken s'ock of a kiad of “‘plundes
room’ that coniained some old trunks
and valises, among other things, that
were said 12 have been captured full
of **blind tizer” Ligor. I learned that
these articies were dispesed of by sule.
When I found that [ needed 2 irunk,
it cecurred to methat Ieonld purchass

stack in the thraa hotel dispensaries.
He was scmewhet indigpant at the
publizshed report that he had gone to
Colleton to confer with Mr. Garris.
He says he rot only did not see Gar
ris, but has pei weitten him cr com
municated with him in any way sinee
this matter has been falked of, He
szia Mr, Garris kad bzught the trunk
openly and ebove board, and that was
21l there was to it.

While,of course, there may ba some
doubt ss to the right of officials to dis-
pos2 of such property by sale, still
there iz no coubt that it has been
done. Argway tha public now e3r-
tainly krew that Mr. Garris got the
trunk, but ihe burnivg question is,
where are the oigays,peaches and lem-
ons? Wko got those, and how did
thev?

Judge Towneend is busy taking the
evidencs, gnd he said that all that
would be brought out. The evidencs
obteived by him ispot yel available
for publication, but will ba.

SCRUGGS ANDGASTON ARRESTED.

Both of Them Waived an Examination

and Gave Bond.

The Beckroge trunk dispensary scan-
dal, which hes been the all-absorbing
topic all over South Carolina for a
week past, culminated Friday in the
arrest of ex-Clerk Seth W, Seruges of
the State board of control, and ex-
Commissicner John T. Gaston, upon
the common law charge of ofiicial
misconduct. Both have given bond
for their appearance at the next term
of the court of sessicns in Richiand
county, and will be fres until the court
meeis 1a the summer,

Friday every one was stiil talking
about the scandal 2nd the affidavits

a second hauded trunk atthe dispen-

sary ithat would serve my purpose, f

and at the same time save 1ae 2 pait|
of the extra expense of 2 new one, I
went to ihe Commissioner (Colonel
Gaston) and asked ab.uttie malter
Heshowed meiwosmall ones very bad-
lg damaged. Iwas 2bout to buv one of
ihese, wheu IMr, Seruggs, or zossibly
some membsr of the board i(uid me
that there were cothers upstairs. I
went up with Colonel (Gasicn, and
fcund the trunk in question. It had
been handled very roughly in break-
ing it open and needed repzirs—anew
ack, ete. Colozel Gaston and my-
self locked at the trunk, and here-
marked that he would like to buy the
trunk hiwmself, whercupon I declined
to take it and started away. Colouel
(Gaston reflescted a moment, called me
back and said that if the truunk suited
me I could rakeitalong. He deliver-
ed it to me and I had it brouzht {o the
board's room door. I called on the
wembes present (and I forget now
what ones wera preseni—zeuld fied
sut if neecessary) to fix the price. The

T

thzr bad been secured, and wondey-
ing what the Slate aulhorities were
olog to do 2bout it. It was about
roon when Me Lo J. Williams, the
member of the State board designated
10 sweer cut the warrants, west (o
Magistrate Smith's office and made the
aflidavits having the warrants issued.

Trhe warrant in the case of Mr,
Scruges charged that “*on or'about the
dret day of March, 1897. one Seth W,
Scruggs did commit official miscon-
duct by tsking and carrying away
from tLecontraband room in the State
dispensary four boxes of cigars and
four cans of peaches and other articles
the preperty of the State, while en-
gaged in the discharge of his duties as
clerk and bookkeeper of the State board
of control in said Stete dispensary, with
intent to defraud the State of South
Carolina, as fully setforthin the affi-
davit hereto attached.”

AGAINST COL. GASTON.

The warrant azainst Col Gaston al-
leges that ~'on or about the 1st day of
March, 1897, one John T. Gaston did
commit official misconduci by taking

members seams. . however, 10 be dis-
cussing some matter very hurriedly. |
I think some of them wirz zcing awar
on tne next ireip, and it was sbouij
train time. Some members remarke

aud that they wouid m=ke ii reasso -
ble. Iseatthe trunk then to the s6os
for repairs. Tae day b=fore [ left Co
lumbia I ealled to settl: the mati
Mr Seruggs stated that the price nad
tol ye: been fixed, buat said he would
send me the bill as soon as 1t was.

Recently I was talking 1o a member
cf the buard. und he mentiosed the
ma'ter 10 we snd azain I asked fora
price, and he promised he would at-
tecd to the matter at the next board
meetiog znd send me the bill. This
isai. 1 knew of the irank

I wish ts state that I know nothirg
and cere nothing zoout where the
trunk came from, I did not gnow or
caTe whelher iL bad been atthe dis-
prusary & dey or @ year. I wasasime
ple purchaser. wizh no desire to give
less than full valuz, and, of course,
vope to give moure would have
bought the trunk under similar cir
cumstances if every reporter in ihe
land had been there to witness the
sale. I notonly did not eare for that
bul did not think of the publie prints
in conneciion with the matier. On
the contrary, I do say that had I
dreamed that the truak was or would
afierwards become a matter of legal
or other cortention, I would not have
taken it under any circumstaness, just
because of my aversion for ditliculiies
of thai kind.

I have gone inlo detail in the expla-
nation of this matier because it was
made publie, and believe the pubiie,
if it cares anything about it, would
prefer a full statement.

I mske ir,
too, in justicz to myself and the offi
cers of the dispensary mentioned in
the article referred to. I wish to state
further that I am in no way connect
ed with the dispensary, either as legis
lative examiner or otherwise. I was
last year, but my active duties ended
long before I bought the trunk. Sull
I may have bzen & member, I do not
Lrow whether Speaker Gary had
made the new appolutments at itbhat
time or not.

wer t

my ans

eker” kuows any-
gr wrong at the
asywhere else in
t, forlhe sake
wroug and the wrong-dser in 2
orable way and s'zn Lis v
produstion, for the worl
10 hata Lh= cowx

" The money
. 10 the order of
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tion,
man who wants his own; 10 bl
would be 10 condemn my o¥n

his conien

sition, Respectinliy,
C. W. Garris

Smoak’s 3. C., April 30, 1847.

L. 3 —T sgee by the Newsand Cou-
rier of today that I, along with the
ofiicers of the dispersary,am
10 explain scmetning abo
peaches, saoces. cle
that lntimaies that
about either is a Iyi
counection witl

i -1t
ard beyond thai
nothing.

It will be
flict in the testing
and that of Colowu
ter said that Mr.

0o

him the trunk, while
the transaciion cf the sale and par
chese was between him and Colonel

Gaston.
Mr Scruggsreturned yesterday from

thati they would fix the prie: lates i
y 2

snd carrying away from the contra-
pand room ic the State dispensary

o2 pair of shoes, part box of cigars
jand other articles the property of the

a2 while acting as State commis-
er in charge of said rcom and
i'= in the discharze of the duties of
id office, with inteat to defraud the
a‘'2 of South Carulina, as fully set
orin in the z{Bdavit hereto attached.”

EOTH GIVE BOND,

It was abour 2:3) o'clock when Mr
Gaston walked inta the office of the
megistrate and surrendered himself,
n= having heen informed by the mae-
istrate’s ¢ »nstable that he was wantea.
He waived a preliminary, and gave
o nd for his appearance at thesessions
c.urt in the sum of $400. His bonds-
roen were G-u. John Gary Watis and
Muj B. B Evaus,

Abcur 4 Jelock the same proceeding
was gene ihrough with as to Mr
Scruzgs. Hecame up in response to
x similar uwoiies from the counstahie,
Mr. Hartin His bood was fixed in
the same amourt His bondsmen
w-re James G. Payre sed W. J.
Seruzes.

Attorney General Barber says that
the punishment for the offense charg-
=d upon conviction is imprisonment
and fine in the discretion of the judge,
{he imprisonment not to exceead seven
years. Itis not of necessity in the
State penitentiary.

Mr, Gaston said that he had nothing
to fear; be had done nothing wrong
so far as he knew; and intimated that
ne did not even think he would em-
ploy counsel to defend him.

There has been cozsiderable talk as
to what offense these men should e
prosecuted for. Breach of trust, grand
larceny, heusebrezking in the case of
Seruges and numercus other offenses
were looked into, but the aitorneys
could not find where any of them
weuld lie upon the evidence present-
ed, Attorney General Barber yester-
day said: ‘‘You can just say for me
to the public, that 1f there isany
other offense for which these parties
can be indicted, then this office stands
rsady to prosecute therefer.”—State.

Larry Gantt Got Some,

In a leiter to the Cclumbia State in
referencs to the dispensary scandal
Larry Gantt says: ‘I think vour
nosition is right about those samples.
They are the properiy of the State, and
should be sold with the cther liguors
acd the preeeeds turnedinto the State
treasury. But it has lopz been the
custom, I believe, to divide those sam-
ples among dispensary attaches ard
if a search warrant was tak-n outl
doubt not but that sample boilies wiil
b2 fouud in every State offizer’s house
in Columbia, from the governor’s
mansicnio tne peniteatiary. 1 have
hud some seven oreigit sample boltles
civen me—and iney did no:all come
iwom Mr. Scruegs, either. Mos. of
this liguor I brought home to use in
cas~ ol sickpess, as [ supposed it was
better than that soldin the dispensary ;
and the greater partofl ilisnow in
my house, haviog never been opened,
and i{ there 1s any question aboutit i
¢an return it to the dispensary.

&

Clearing Mr. Garris,

The Siate Beard of Coatrol of the
Disgenseyy held a metting ic Colum-
biz on iazsi Thursday acd afier the
transaction of routiue business JMr.
Cooper introduced 1ne foliowisg reso-
l:&;iua, wiich was unaniaously

=1

Re it is tha sep
G e Hon. C. W.
car sssessivn of the Beck

=eed his resolution
7T He had sesn the
trunk, be said, alier Mr, Garris 2ot it.
and knew the condition it was
1a. The other members of the board
left it o Mr. Cooper to say what the
trunk was worth, as e was the ouly
one toszeit. He placed the price at

Charleston, where he had been {aking

the above amouat,

CONDITION OF CROPS.

THE WEEKLY BULLETIN ISSUED BY
THE OBSERVER.

State of the Weather—Glance About the
Broad Acres Davoted to the Farming
Interes!s in This State.

The following is the weekly bulletin
of the condition of the weather and
crops in this State issued last week by
State Observer Bauer:

TEMPERATURE.

Average of 57 weekly means 69 de-
grees; approximate normal for the
same period 68 degrees. Highest re-
ported 35 on the 28tk at Fillisonville;
lowest 44 on the 28th at Cheraw, The
temperature for the week was nearly
normal over the entire State. There
was a decided fall on Saturday,
May 1.

RAINFALL,

Scattered showers fell on the 26th
over the eastern counties, and on Ap-
ril 30 ard May 1 rain was general
over the entire State. Twenty-three
correspondents reported measurements
of less than oneinch; 22 from one to
two inches, and 7 more than two
inches, Heaviest weekly rainfall was
3.35 at Elloree and the least 0.12 at
Halsellville. The average of all re-
pores was 1.16 and the normal for the
same period is approximately 0.78.
The rainfall was generally well dis-
tributed and sufficient for the present
needs of crop, except in portions of
Lexington, Newberry, Ricgﬁnd, Fair-
fleld and Chester, where the showers
were light and local and where in
places more rain would prove benefi-
cial, In Sumter, Kershaw, Spartan-
burg and Anderson lands were, in
places, badly washed and some bot-
tom lands flooded.

Hail fell over the extreme western
counties on the 30th, but no damage
isreported. ;

SUNSHINE AND WINDS.

There was about the average dura-
tion of bright sunshine, ra%glng from
43 2t Boiling Springs and Winnsboro
10 90 at Beaulah and Hillsville.

Over the greater portior of the State
the winds were generallysouth and
southwesterly. There were high
winds on the 30th which, however,
did no injury.

The warmer weather and rain had a
very beneficial effect on growing erops.

For the greater portion of the week,
however, it was too dry to finish pre-
paring some lands for planting, nev-
ertheless farm work prog rapid-
ly, and isgenerally asmuchad
as usual at this season, although in
some locslities the season isconsids
late Farmers are generally well up
with their work.

Upland corn planting is nearing
completion over the greater portion of
the State, butin the nortern coun-
ties thereis much yet to oe planted,
the dry condition of the soil having
prevented the preparation of lands.
Stanuds of early planted corn are gen-
erally satisfactory, with exceptionsin
every county, owing to worms In
Beaufort, Dorchester, Hampton. Col-
leton, Williamsburg, Berkeley and
Florence; and lack of moisture else-
where, however, the needed moisture
has since been supplied. Chinch bugs
continue destructive in Chester. Over
the esstern counties corn has received
its first working generally, and some
its second, Itissomewhat “‘off color”
in a few localities, owing fo
weather and cool nights during the
previous week., A great improve-
ment is expected during the present
week both in stands and color.

The percentage of cotton yetto be
planted ranges from 5 to 25, the latter
in Chester and York and to the west-
ward. Stands are greatly improved
and are generslly satisfactory. The
late rains will bring up the recently
planted to good stands. In the eas-
tern portions of the State cotton has
received its first cultivation and some
fields have been chopped to stands. It
is estimated that cotion planting will
be finished 1n about 10 days.

Transplanting of tobacco sets made
much progress during the week, fol-
lowing the rains, and this work is
well advanced. The planis continue
plentiful and of good size.

River rice is about all planted, but
upland rice is late and planting has
been delayed. In Kershaw rice has
not donme well. Considerable yci to
sow in the Georgetown district. The
cool nights of the previcus week were
iojurious to young plants asalso were
the brisk winds of the past week.

Wheat reported as heading short,
but the rainsare expected to makea
marked improvement in this respect.
Its condition continues promising.

_The reports on oats vary considera-
bly butits general condition isstill
good. The rain will prove of great
benefit to oats in all portions of the
State, Qats are heading low in places.

Sorghum cane coming up slowly.
More than the usual area is being
planted in the central counties.

A great improvement is reported
from the truck districts since the rains.
Large shipments continue from the
Charleston district.

Sweet potato draws becoming plen-
tiful and transplanting has begun in
the southern counties, Irish potatoes
growing well and ars large enough
for use in the eastern counties.

Gardens are everywhere reported
doing well. The rains of the week
were timely.

Pesches are dropping freely in
Hampton, but in other sections a fair
crop is indicated. Apples plentiful
on trees. -

Correspondents report the entire
crop conditions as emicently satisfae-
tory and encouraging to farmers over
the entire State.

A Good Man to Hang.

Henry Jones, colored, was hanged
in Michizan City, Ind., on Friday,
for the murder of a fellow prisoner
named Thomas, who testified against
hira in his trial, which resulted in his
last sentence t0 prison. Jones con-
fessed to having committed murders
at Jacksoaville, Fla., Savannah, Ga.,
Indianapolis, and the one for which
he was hanged. He was a des:
perate character, naving made three
atlempts daring bis imprisonmenc to
Irfll guards and conviets.

Britlsh Steamship Wrecked.

The British ship Traveller, from
Tonzbava for Deleware Breakwater is
wrecked off Island Rodriquez. Three
hundred tons of the cargo was soak
Capt, Christi and the first officer an
fourtecn of the crew died of fever.

An Earthquake Shock,

A very disticel earthquake shock
was el at B'ackville at8.45 Thursday
evening, accompanied by a very loud
noiss resembling that of heavy thun-
der, Toe shock was felt at Elko,
Williston and Wagener.



