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MAN KINDNESS.
—_—
It is 2 Mesns of Defense as Well as Useful-

ness—Eoemles May be Conquered With a
Soft Tongue—Sympathy is Potent With

Sinners— Christ's Chisl Characterlstics.

WasHINGTON, Aug. 3U.—In these
days, when satire and retort and bit-
terness fill the air, the gospel carol of
this sermon will do good toall who
read and practiceit. The textis Pro-
verbsxxv, 15, “*A soft tongue break-
eth the bone.” :

When Solomon said this, he drovea
whole volume into one phrase. You,
of course, will not be sosilly asto
take the words of the text in a literal
sense. They simply mean to set forth
the fact that there is a tremendous
power in a kind word. Although it
may seem to be very insignificant, its
force is indescribable and illimitable.
Pungentandall congnering utterance,
*“A soft tongme breaketh the bone.”

If I had time, I would show you
kindness as a means of defense, asa
means of usefulness, kindness as a
means of domestic harmony, kindness
s best employed by governments for
the taming and curing of criminals
and kindness as best adapted for the
settling and adjusting of internation-
al quarrel, but I shall call your atten-
tion only to two of these thoughts.

And, first. I speak to you of kind-
nessas & means of defense. Almost
every man, in the course of his life,
is set upon and assaulted. Your mo-
tives are misinterpreted or your relig-
ious or political principles are bom-
barded. What to do under such cir-
cumstances is the question.

The first impulse of the natural
heart says: ‘‘Strike back. Give as
much as ke sent. Trip him into the
ditch which he dug for your -icet,
(Gash him with as severe a wound as
that which he intlicted on your soul.
Shot for shot. Sarcasm for sarcasm.
An eye for an eye. A tooth for a
tooth.” But the better spirit in a
man’s soul rises up and says. ““You

ht to consider that matter.” You
look ap intothe face of Christ and say.
“My Master, how oughtI to act under
these difficult circumstances.” And
Christ instantly answers, “Bless them
that curse you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you.” Then
the old naturerises up again and says:
“You had better not forgive him until
first you have chastised him. You
will neverget him in so tight a corner
again. Youwill never have such an
ogportunity of inflicting the right kind
of punishment ugon him again. First
chastise him and then let him go.”
“No,” says the better nature, ‘“‘hush,
thou foul heart. Try the soft tongue
that bresketh the bone.” Have you
ever in all your life known acerbity
and scrimonious dispute to setile a
quarrel? Did they not always make
matters worse and worse and worse?

- Abeout 55 years ago there wasa great

. I feel you have wrol

“quch, but let us settle
%\hﬁnd shaking and be good
iends €or sll the rest of our lives.”

‘great *‘swamp angel,

guarrel in the Presbyterian family.
Ministers of Christ were thought or-
thodox in proportion as they had
measured lances with other clergymen
of the same denomination. The most
ou personalities were abroad.
As, in the autumn, a hunter comes
home witha siring of game, partridges
and wild ducks, slung over his shoul-
der, so there were many ministers who

came back from the ecclesiastical
courts with long strings of doctors of
divinity whom they shot with

their own rifle. The division became
wider, the ammosity greater, until af-
ter awhile somamgood Tha?en resolved
upon another began
pﬁ away the difficulties, they began
toforgive each other’s faults, and lo!
the great church quarrel was settled,
and the new school Presbyterian
church and the old school Presbyterian
church became one.- The different
perts of the Presbyterian orde, welded
by a hammer, a ittlohammer, a Chris-
tian hammer that the Scripturecalls
“a soft tongue.”

You havea dispute with your neigh-
bor. You say to him, *I despise you.”
He replies, ““I can't bear the sightof
you.” Yousay to him, “Never enter
my house again.” He says, ‘‘If you
eome on my door sill, I'il kick you
off.” Yousay to him, “Ill put you
down.” He says fo you: ou are
mistaken. I'll put you down.” And
so the contest rages, and year after
year you act the unchristian part, and
ne acts the unchristian part. After
awhile the better spirit seizes you, and
one day you go over o the neighbor
andsay: ‘Giveme your hand, We
have fought longenough. Time isso
short, ard eternity is so near, that we
cannot afford any longer to quarrel.
ed me very

now in one
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You have risen to a higher platform
than that on which before you stood.
You win his admirstion, and you get
his apology. Butif you have not con-
quered him in that -way atany rate
you have won the applause of your
own conscience, the high estimation
W men and the honor of your
who died for his armed enemies.
“But,” vou say, ‘“whaf are weto do
when slanders assault us, and there
come acrimonious sayings all arbund
about us, and we are abused and spit
upon?” My reply is: Do not goand
attempt to chase down the slanders.
Lies are prolific, and while you are
killing one, fifty are born. All your
demonstrations of indignation onl‘y
exhaust yourself. Youmight aswell
on some summer night, when the
swarms of insects are coming up ficm
the meadows and disturbing you and
disturbing your family, bring up some
» like that which
thundered over Charleston, and try to
shoot them down. The game is foo
small for the gun. But what, then,
sre you to do with the abuses that
come upon you in life? You are to
live them down! Isaw a farmer go
outto get back a swarm of bees that
had wandered off from the hive. As
he moved amid them they buzzed
around his head and buzzed around
bis hands and buzzed around his fest.
If he had killed one of them, they
would have stungz him to death. But
he moved in their midstin perfect pla-
cidity until he had captured the swarm
of wandering bees.
And so I have seen men moving
amid the annoyances, and the vexa-
tions, and the assaults of life in such
calm, Christisn deliberation that all
the buzzing around about their soul
amounted to nothing. They conguered
them, and, above all, they congque
themselves, **Oh,” you say, ‘‘that’sa
very good theory to preach on a hot
day, butit won't work.” It will work.
It has worked. I believe it is the Jast
Christian grace we win. You know
there are fruits which we gather in
June, 2nd othersin July, and others
in A and others in September,
and still others in October, and I have
to admit that this graceof Christian
forgiveness isabout the Jast fruit of the
Christian soul. We hear a great deal
about the bitter tongue, and the sareas-
tic tongue, and the quick tongue, and

stinging tomgue, but we kpow
very little  about  “ihe  sofl
tongue that breakeih 1he bone.”
We read Hudibras and Sterne and

Dean Swift and the other apostles of
acrimony, but give little time to study-
ing the example of him who was re-
viled, and yet reviled not again, Oh,

ness as 2 means of usefulness. 1In all
commuunities you find skeptical men.
Throngh early edueation, or through
the maltreatment of professed Chris-
tian veople, or through prying curiosi-
ty about the future world, there are a
great many people who become skep-
tical in religious things.  How shail
you capture them for God? Sharp
argument and sareastic retort never
won a single soul from skepticism to
the Christian relizion. While power-
ful books on the evidences of Clristi-
anity have their missicn in confirming
Christian people in the faith they
have already adopted, I have notic:d
that when skeptical people are brought
into the kingdom of Christ it is
through the charm of some genial
soul, and not by argument at all. Men
are not saved through the head; they
are saved through the heart. A storm
comes out of its hiding place. It says.
“Now we'll just rcuse up all this sea,”
and it makes a great bluster, but il
does not succeed.

Part of the sea is roused up—perhaps
one-half of it or one fourth of it. Af-
ter awhile the calm moon, placid and
beautiful, looks down, and the ccean
begins torise. It comes upto high
water mark. It embraces the great
headlands. If submergesthe beach of
all the continents 1t is the heart
throb of one world against the heart
throb of another world. And I have
to tell you =at while all your storms
of ridicule and storms of sarcasm may
rouse up the passion of an immortal
nature, nothing less than the atirac-
tive powar of Christiar kindness can
ever raise the deathless spirit to happt-
ness and to God. I have more faith
in the prayer of a child 5 years old in
the war of bringing an infidel back to
Christ and to heaven than I have in
all the hissing thunderbolis of eccle-
siactical controversy. You cannot
overcome men with religious argu-
mentation. 1f you come at a skepti-
cal man with an argument on behalf
of the Christian religion, you put the
men on his mettle, Hesays: “Isee
that man hasa carbine. I'll use my
carbine. ['ll answer his argument
with my argument.” But if you come
to that man, persuading him that you
desire his happiness on earth and his
eternal welfare in the world to come,
he cannot answer it. :

What I have said is just as true 1n
the reclamation of che openly vicious.
Did you ever know a druakard to be
saved through the caricature of a
drunkard? Your mimicry of the
staggering step, and the thick tongue
and the disgusting hiccough, only
worse maddens his brain. But if you
cometo him in kindnessand sympathy
if you show him that you appreciate
the awful grip of a depraved appetite,
if you persuade him of the fact that
thousands who had the grappling hooks
of evil inclination clutched in their
soul as firmly as they now arein his
have been rescured, than a ray of light
will flash scross his vision, add it will
seem as if a supernstural hand were
steadying his staggering gait. A good
many yearsagothere lay in the streets
of Richmond 2 man dead drunk, his
faced expos:d tothe blistering noon-
day sun. A Christian woman passed
along, looked at him and said, **Poor
fellow!” She took her handkerchief
and spread it over his face and passed
on. The man roused himself up from
his debzuch and began to look at the
handkerchief, and lo! on it was the
name of a higly respectable Christian
woman of the city of Richmond. He
went to her, he thanked her for her
kindness, and that one little deed
saved him for this life, and saved him
for the lifethat is to come. He was
afterward atiorney general of the
United States; but, higher thanall, he
became the consecrated disciple of
Jesus Christ. E

Kind words are so cheap if is a
wonder we do not use them oftener.
There are tens of thousands of peoplein
these cities who are dying for the lack
of one kind word. There isa busi-
ness man who has foughtagainst trou-
ble until heis perfectly exhausted. He
has been thinking about iorggry,
about robbery, about suicide. to
that business man. Tell him that bet-
ter times are coming, and tell him
that you yourself were in a tight busi-
1ess pass, and the Lord delvered you.
Tell him to put his trust in God, Tell
him that Jesus Christ stands beside
every business man in his perplexities.
Tell him of the sweet promises of God’s
comforting grace. Thatman isdying
for the lack of just one kind word.
Go tomorrow and utter that one sav-
ing, omnipotent, kind word. Here is
a soul that has been swamped in sin.
He wants to find the light of the gos-
pel. Hefeelsl'ke a shipwrecked mari-
ner looking but over the beach, watch-
ing for asail against thesky. Oh.
bear down on him! Tell him that the
Lord waitsto be gracious to him; that,
though he has been a greal simuer,
there is a great Saviour provided. Tell
him that, though hissins are as scar
let, they shall be assnow; though they
are red like crimson. they shall be as
wool. That man is dying forever for
the lack of one sind word. There
used to be sung at a great many of the
pianos all through the country a song
that has almostdied out. I wish some-
body would start it again in our social
circles. There may not have been
very exquisite arf in the music, but,
there was a grand and glorious sentl-
ment.

- Kind words never die, never, die,
- Cherished and blessed.

Oh, that we might in our families
andin our churches try the force of
kindness! You can never drive men,
women. or children into the kingdom
of God. A March northeaster will
bring out more honeysuckles than
fretfulness and scolding will ever
bring out Christian grace. I wish
that inall cur religious work we might
be saturated with the spirit of kind-
ness. Missing that, we missa great
deal of usefulness. There is no need
of coming cut before men and thun-
dering to them the law unless at the
same time you preach to them the gos-
pel. The world is dying for Jack of
kindness,

These young people want it just as
much as the old. The old reople
sometimes seem to think they havea
monopoly of the rheumatisms, and the
neuralgias, and the headaches, and
the physical disorders of the world;
but I tell you thereare no worse heart-
aches than are felt by some of these
young people. Do you know that
muchof the work is done by the young?
Raphael died at 37, Richleauat 31,

red | Gustavus Adolphus died at 38, Inno-

cent IIT came 10 his mightiest infiu-
ence at 37, Cortes conquered Mexico
at 30, Don John won lLepanto at 25,
Grotius was attornoy general al 24,
and I have noticed amid all elasses of
men that some of the severest battles
and the toughest work come before 20.
Therefore we must have our sermons
and our exhortations in prayer wmneet-
ing all sympathetic with the young.
And so with these people furtheron in
life. Whatdo these doctors and law-
vers and merchants and mechanies
care about the abstractions of religion?
What they want is lielp to bLear the
whimsicalities of patients, the brow-

beating of legal opponents, the un-
{airness of customers, who have plen-
tv of lault linding for every imperfec-
ton of handiwork, bul no praise for

What does that brain
Lligtered man ecarve for

20 exceliences,

racled, hand

Medical Jurisprudence.”

Inall our sermons there must be
help for every one somewhere. You
go into an apothecary store. We see
others being waited on. We do not
complaiu because we do uol immedi-
ately get the medicine. We know
our turn will come afterawhile. And
so while all parts of a sermon may
not be appropriate to our case, if we
wait prayerfully before the sermon is
through we shall have the divine pre-
scription. I say to thess young men
who are going to preach the gospel,
three theological students, [ say to
them, we want in our sermons not
more metaphysics, nor.more imagina-
tion, nor more logic, nor more pro-
fundity.

What we want in our sermons and
Christian exhortations is more sympa-
thy. When Father Taylor preached
in the Sailors’ Bethel at DBoston, the
jack tars felt they had help for their
duties among the ratlines and the
forecastles, When Richard Weaver
pre.~hed to the operatives in Oldham,
Engiand, all the workingmen fell they
had more geace for the spindles,
When Dr. South preached to kings
and princes and princesses, all the
mighty men and women who heard
him felt preparation for their high sta-
tion.

Do you not know thai this simple
story of a Saviour’s kindness is to re-
deem all nations? The hard heart of
this world's obduracy is to bz broken
before that story. There is in Ant-
werp, Belgium, one of the most re-
markable pictures I ever saw. Itis
“The Descent of Christ From the
Cross.” Itis oneof Ruben's pictures.
No man can stand and look at that
“Descent From the Cross,” as Ru-
bens pictured il, without having
his eyes fuoded with tears, if he
has any sewsibility at all. It 1s
an overmastering picture—one that
stuns you and staggers you and haunts
your jreams Oge afternoon a man
stood in that cathedral looking at Ru-
berns’ “Dzscent From the Cross.” He
was all absorbed in that scene of a Sa-
viour’s sufferings, when the janitor
camein and said: *‘It is time to close
up the cathedral for the night. I wish
you would depart.” The pilgrim look-
ing at that “Descent From the Cross,”
turned around to the janitor ard said:
“No, no; not yet. Wait until they
get him down.” Ohn, it is the story of
a Saviour's suffering kindness that is
to capture the world. When the bones
of that great behemoth of iniquity
which has trampled all nations be
broken and shattered, it will be found
out thatthe work wus not done by the
hammer of the iconaclast, or by the
sword of the congueror, or by the
torch of persecution, but by the plain,
simple, overwhelming force of ‘‘the
soft tongue that breaketh the bone.”

Kindness. We all need more of it
in our hearts, our words and our be-
havior. The chief characteristic of our
Lord was kindness. A gentleman in
Eungland died leaving his fortune by
will to two sons, The son that staid at
home destroyed the father’s will and
pretended that the brother who was
absent was dead and buried. The ab-
sent bro.her after awhile returned and
claimed his part of the properly.
Judges and jurors were to be bribed
to say that the returned brother and
son was no son at all, butonly an
impostor. i%e trial came on. Sir
Matthew Iale, the pride of the Eng-
lish courtroom and for 20 years the
pride of jurisprudence, heard that that
injustice was about to be practiced.
He put off his official robe. He put
on the garb of a miller. He went to
the village where that trial wasto
take place. e entered the courtroom.
He somehow got impaneled as one of
jurors. The bribes came around, and
the man gave ten pieces of gold tuv the
other jurors, but as this wasonlya
poor miller the briber gave to him
only five pieces of gold. A verdict
was brought in rejectine the right of
this returned brother. He was to have
no share in the inheritance. ‘‘Hold,
my lord,” szid the miller. “Hold!
We are not all agreed on this verdict.
These other men have received ten
pieces of gold in bribery and I have
received only five.” *““Who are you?
Where do you come from?” said the
judge on the bench. The, response
was: “Iam from Westminster hall.
My name is Matthew Hale, lord chief
justice of the king’s bench. Off of that
place, thou villian!” And so the in-
justice was balked, and so the young
man zot his inheritance.

It was all for another that Sir Mat-
thew Hale took off his robe and put
on the garb of a milles. And so Christ
took off his robe of royalty and put on
the attire of our humanity, and in that
disguise he won our eternal portion.
Now are we the sons of God—joint
heir, We went off from home sure
enough, but we got backin time to re-
ceive our eternal inheritance. And if
Christ was so kind to us, surely we

% can afford te be kind to each other.

The Cltadel Academy, '

The Board of Visitors of the Citadel
Academy met at the Hotel Jeromein
Columbia last week. Col. Asbury
Coward, superintendent, was present
as were the following members: Gen.

Johnson Hagood, Col. John P. Thom-
as, Gen. Watts, Gen. E. J. Dennis
and Gen. Edward Anderson. The board
devoled a large portion of their time to
the consideration of 110 applicants for
beneficiary cadetship in the Citadel
Ninety-six were accepted and ordered
to appear before county boards of their

tive counties for examination.

Superintendent of Edueation Mayfield
will appoint the time for these exami-
nations this month. There are twen-
three beneficiary vacancies distribut:
ed as follows: Abbeville 3, Barnwell
2, Berkeley 2, Charleston 1, Claren-
don 1, Colleton 1, Darlington, Hdge-
field 1, Kershaw 1, Lancaster 1, Marl-
boro 1, Marion 1, OUrangeburg 1,
Richland 1, ‘Saluda 1, Spartanbuarg
1, Sumter 2, Union 1.

The board met again last night and
among other things the election of a
successor to Prcf. Reese of the chair
of chemistry came up. Irofessers
Bond and Colemar, who have been
assistant professors, were promoted
and Mr. F. L. Parker, Jr., of Charles-
toa was elected an assistant professor,
it being the intention of the board to
rearrange all the professorships before
the opening of the session.

A Mad Skunk's Bite,

Savassam, Ga., Aug. 30.—A Spe-
cial to the Morning News from St.
Augustine, Fla_, says: Allen Miller,
residing at Moultrie settlement, near
here, was bitten by a skunk on Wed-
nesday, and at once gave signs of hy-
drophobia. Before he was secured,
he badly bit his step-son and rau
through the woods bitting trees and
eversihing coming in his way. He
was tied to his bed, and today, ina
paroxysist, broke the lasking and es-
caped to the woods, severely biiting
two of his keepers, one dangerously.
Application was made toJudge Coop-
er here tonight for the sieriff and a
posse to hunt for and eapture Millex,
who is a raving manize.  Women
and children in the settlement are ter-
rorized. and as word is passed about
Louses are barricaded against the may,
who, when lssi seen, was bilting cat-

Llie.

PEASODY OF PORTLAND.

He Saw the Grent Sex Serpent aud Milllons
at Uthers, and That Too Without Having
Drunk Any Dispensary Liguor.

NEw York, Sepl. 3.—A big tleet of
sailing ships, with a vast, varied and
weird assortment of tales from the
deep, reached this port recently, The
fleet is the larcest that has comein in
many a day, and the yarns that were
spun ran the entire gamut of marine
adventure., There were stories of mu-
tiny, of raving typhoons, of compos-
ants, that marine corpse light which
no wiad can blow out; of that etrange
disease, beri-beri, which atllicts sailor-
men whosail on sugar laden ships; cf
water snalkes, such as the Ancient
Mariner never dreamed of; ofa three
sided conilict between a sea serpent,
an allizator and a shark—but wait till
you hear the stories.

The long overdue clipper Roanoke,
owned by the Sewalls and built at
Bath, was among the arrivals. She
was from Honolulu. Tugs been search-
ing for her throughout the past week.
She brings the biggest cargo of surr
ever carried by 2 thing afloat. ' he
vessel herself is the largest of her cass.
Kight other square riggers followed
the giantess into port. They are from
all over the world, and all sorts of
conditions of seafaring have been
theirs.

An outline of the adventures met
was telezrapned to the city upon the
flest’s arrival at Quarantine, and short
ly afterward I went alongside the big
Portland packet Tam O'Shanter. Cap-
tain Peabody had told the (}uarantine
man about his having sailed through
fifty miles of snakes—of wriggling,
coiling things of many colors and of
many shapes. And this, oo, off Bor-
neo, where the Raines bill runs not to
the contrary.

Captain Peabody was leaning

cainst the after railing when I climb-
on board. His head was swathed
in a bandage. and wher I asked him
about snakes e said that the bandage
had nothing to do with the case—a
wholly unrelated incident. A boil
was the wherefore of the bandage.
About saakes? Well, come below,
and he would talk that subject out
lenuthwise.

T'wasoff Borneo wnere hesaw them,
“‘where there ain’t no ten command-
ments,” but where there are plenty of
snakes and such. ¥or fear the impres-

get some of the details, Captain
Peabody wrote out an accountof these
strange happeningsat the time, The
reporter was allowed to copy it. This
is what the record says:

“*An accountof the sea serpent, as
seen from the deck ol the ship Tam
()'Shanter, off the coast of Borneo.

‘At the risk of being doubted and
called evil names I am going to try
to describe a little incident that has
happened during our late passage in
this ship from Hong Kongto New
York, and I may add en passant only
one of the many ‘remarkable incidents’
—1I hear the landsmen call them—that
have happened during my thirty-four
years of sea life.

“May 28, 1896, —Al daylight, the
low land of Borneo in sight of the ship,
exactly on the equator and in longi-
tude 109 degrees 7 winutes Fast, I no-
ticad that the water on the port side of
the ship looked very muddy, while
that on the starboard or off shore side
was quite blue. On pulling up a
bucket of water from either side of the
ship we found that the blue water was
as we expected, quite salt, while the
muddy water on the port side was near-
ly fresh as water could be under such
conditions.

The fresh water had, without doubt,
been driven far off shore by one of
the many estuaries of the Pentiniak
River, the tides of which are very
strong, especially on the ebb, when
the fresh water forces its way for fully
five miles off shore and, for some un-
explained reason to me, refusing to
amalgamate with the salt water.

“Large numbers of sharks, all sorts
of others fishes, and snates, were seen
onthe blue water side. Some of the
snakes were of immense size, while the
smallest, which came very close to the
ship, were not less than three feet
long. They were of all imaginable
colors, some of the long ones very
prettily stripped, and others spotted.

“QOn the port, or fresh water, side a
number of allizators and huge catfish,
such as we catch in the Southern riv-
ers, were 10 be seen swimming close to
the dividing line of fresh apd salt
water, and every once in awhile one
could be seen to make a dash at a dol-
phin or boneta and seize the fish in its
jaws, swim back to fresh water and
eat its unfortunate victim at leisure.

“But the allizators were notalways
so fast in their excursions, for we saw
one which had to paydeerly for its
temerity in trying to seize a beautiful
dolphin that wasat the moment being
hotly pursued by an immense shark.
Alligator and shark both seized the
dolphin. at the same moment, and 1n
an instant we beheld amost terrific
conflict. The shark in the melee
managed 1o seize the alligator’sright
hind leg in its mouth. and, keeping
itself well under water to avoid the
frightful lashings of the 'gator’s terri-
ble tail, it simply steered the unfortun-
ate saurian out intothe blue, or salt,
water. Thisappeared to be more than
the allizator could stand, for wesaw
he rapidly grew weaker, and the shark
also appeared to realize that be had
his antagonist out of his element, for
he suddenly let gothe bull-dog hold
on the leg, and, making a most terrific
dash at the ’eator’s stomach, literally
tore itsentrails out.

*‘The blood from the combatants at-

tracted every one cf the salt and fresh
water denizens in the vicinity to the
scene of combat, and the utmost con-
fusion appeared to prevail, but at the
same time we could see from our deck
that the larger and more powerful of
the fishes had formed pools or syndi-
cates, and, as a result, the small fishes
on both sidesdisappeared in very short
order.
“Howaver, much as we had been
surprised, it was ordered that we were
to be more surprised yet, for just as
we thought the turmoil in the water
was growing less our aitention was
called to the other side of the ship and
we there sawa sight such as we had
never s2en before and never believed
any man could have seen. Marco
Polo and Baron Munchausen, in their
wildest flights of imagination, never
attempted to deseribe such a mouster
as we saw dancing with easy undula-
tions toward the bloody spot of water.
Without doubt it was the verifable
sea serpent and a serpent among sea
serpenis al that. Kvery writer who
has seen it gives a ditferent descrip-
tion of the sea serpent. In faet it ap-
pearsjto be like Proteus, whose distin-
guishing characteristie was the faculiy
of trausforming himsell into ditlerent
shapes.

“Our snakewas like any ardinary
everyday snake, excepl, mind you, in
size.  1ts head was shield shaped and
only very little wider that its body: its
jaws were enormous and armed with
four immense fangs. They were
placed well in front and must have
been fully ten ortwelve inches longer
than the other teeth, with which ils
jaws were thickly studded. Its nos-

trils appearad 10 be placed somewhat

sion would fade, or that he might for- |,

“The il was vertically flattened

and compressed, and thus well adapt-
ed for swimming. The diameter of
its body atihe thickest part. which
wasalmost the middle, must hava been
fully ten feet, tapering to about six
jeet diameter at head and tail: and,
judging frotnthe leneth of ourship, it
must have been fully 190 feet long.
Its skin appeared to be covered with
large and very thicksecales, or shields,
and from head to tail it was very pret-
tily marked with bands of pale yellow
and very dark green; however, it
would be better toadd that these colors
were so happily blended on the under-
neath that it looked asif a line of pale,
very pale, sea green, was the color
from head to tail. Itseyes were placed
well on the side of the head, and, in
color, looked as if t wo enormous rubies
had been placed there.
*“Now, as this monster approached
the scene of the late coniliet, its motion
was rapidly accelerated, and its head
kept about six feet above water. The
scales on the side of tiie head appeared
tostand well out asdoes a cobra’s hood
when 1the serpsnt is very much
alarmed.

*“I'he small fish, small as compared
with this monster, scattered right and
left, the ouly laggard being the huge
shark, which must have been wounded
by the alligator. This unfortunate was
seized in an instant by the snake, and,
being lifted well out of the water, he
was shaken asa terrier shakes a rat,
for,fully one minute, when we sawthe
head and tail part of the poor shark
drop into the water, themiddle section
disappeared down the serpent’s gullet.

“The breeze having gradually fresh-
ened we soon ran out of the muddy
water, and the last wesaw of this huge
serpent it was finishing its breakfast
in a very leisureiy maaner.”

Such is the history wriiten, particu-
larly this history of sea serpents.
looked upon Captain Peabody and he
looked upon me. 5o faras sea serpents
went I saw that it was not in his gen-
tle nature to damn with faint praise.
I tried to divert his mind from the
subject and to ask him about other
things—other snakes. He commenced
to tell about the fifty miles of poor,
cheap, tawdrylittle snakes, and thena
blue eyed, go{den haired little fairy of
six happy summers came fearing into
the cabin like a mad little firework. I
asked Miss Claire, for that is her name,
what she thought of the snakes, and
she gave answer unreservedly:

““Great, horrid beasts!” she said.

“Iow long were they, little girl?”

“Oh, they were long, so long,” and
she looked “around the cabin to find
something long enough to compare
them to. And failing shestrode alongz
the carpel ten mighiy strides, and,
looking up triumphautly, gave that
distance as their length.

Mrs., Peabody, a sweet faced lady'
smiled. She preferred to have Claire
andibe Captain tell thestory. The
Captain continued.

“There was no current,” he said,
*tand but little wind. There was no
sea, justan oily swell. And afteren-
tering that snake pack—I don't know
what else to call it—as far as the eye
could see there was a twisting. writh-
ing maze of serpents.

“Then night came on, and blue,
glossy green and velvet black they
coiled and swam, and every track was
a flash of golden fire.”

The captain did ot say that, but an-
other Ancient Mariner did, and the de-
scription fits what he did say. When
the shadows fell, he says that the sea
was alive with phosphorescent light
from the myriad of water snakes
{leshing through the blue. -

Daylight came again, with the ship
making her same languid progress.
And all around the snakes were coil-
ing. He fired aritle at one and saw
the water stained with blood, but the
others swam on, unheeding and un-
fearing.

To get away. from snakes for awhile
1 asked the captain about weather. He
told me about a typhoon, with low
flying clouds and tumbling seas and
how his ship was decorated with com-
posants during a thunder storm in
those far away seas.

Tillman’s Good Work,

W ASHINGTON, August 30.—Senator
Tillman, of South Carolina, who has
been spending a week in Pennsylva-
nia, passsed through Washington
Friday and held =a conference
with Lawrence Gardiner, secrefary of
the League of Democratic Clubs.
Senator Til man was accompanied by
William Wilhelm, of Pottsville, who
will be recalled as having been promi-
nent in the attempt to coerce Penn-
sylvania manufacturers to support
free coinage at the conference held
last winter with the silver Senators
here in Washington. Mr. Wilhelm
remained in the city to discuss with
the Democratic managers the situa-
tion in Pennsylvania. He insisted
that the work of Senator Tillman dur-
ing the past week had made converts
by the thousands in Pensylvania, and
he was urgent that the South Caroli-
na Senator should be at once returne
to Pennsylvania and placed on the
stump through the mining regions.

Mr. Wilhelm stated that from his
own personal observation freecoinage
sentiment in Pennsylvania was more
widespread than had been believed
even by fhe mest earnest advocates of
the Demccratic ticket. IHe said that
the work done by Senator Tillman
was surprising. “Last Saturday,”
said Mr. Wilhelm, “I found that Sen-
ator Tillman was to speak to some
farmers at Mount Gretna. I wired
him, asking that he speak at Pottsville;
bhe hesitated, but at last agreed to
make some speeches. Little notice
was given that he would speak any-
where, but in Shenandoah, Pottsvilie,
Ashland and other cities and towns
where he spoke this week the audi-
ences were lareer than ever known in
those places. and Senator Tillman
created the most intense enthusiasm.
The people went wild about him, and
last night at Tamaqua he was waited
upon by larze delegations from all
over the coal regions, begging him to
speak at various places. There are
four Congressional districts in the
coal regions. All are now represent-
ed by Republicans, but every one of
them will go Democratic this fall. The
meetings addressed by Senator Till-
man were all held under the auspices
of Republican silvermen. InSchuyl-
kill County nearly every one of the
former Republican managers hasgone
over to the silver ranks. The gain of
T'emocratic Congressmen in Pennsyl-
vania this year will be iarzer thunany
other State in the Union. I have
managed & good many campaigns in
m county, but there never was such
enthusiasm as has been created by Sen-
ator Tillman. Ilerelofore when a
mesling was held there has always
beeu % question us Lo who would pay
the bills, but this lime the bills were
all paid by silver Republicans. When
Seasator Tillman and myself asked for
our bills at the hotels we wera told
that they had been paid. DBesides that
the people ihsisted on paying our rail-
road fare.”

Lx SEvator Rice, of Arkansas, vho
was 2 prominent Republican politician
during reconstruction days, wrote lo
Democratic headyuarters several days
ago Lo aunource that e had aban
doned the Hepublican party and to
offer to 1ake the stuwp for Bryan aud

ailver,
-

His otfer was aceepted.

GLANCE ABOUT THE FIELD3

He lusues n Very Intsvasting avd Valunbie
Weekly Weoathar and Crop Bolletin-The
Harvest Time Mng Arrived.

Conenen, 3. €., S=ph. 2.-The fol-

lowing weekly bulletin of the condi-
lion of the weather and crops of the
State issued yesterday by Observer
Baur will be read with peculiar inter-
est as the season is so fast drawine 10
a close:

This bulletin covers the weather and
crop conditions for the week ending
Saturday, August 20, and in ilts prep-
aration were used reports from one or
more correspondents in each county
of the State. i

WEATHER.

Yor the firsttime in seven weeks the
average :emperamre for seven consee-
utive days was as low as the normal
for the same period. The fore part of
the past week was quite warm, but
there was a gradual lowering of night
temperature until the end of the week,
when the lowering August minimum
temperature, for many years, occur-
red.

The lowest weekly mean tempera-
ture was 75 at Walhalla, the highest
51 at Allendale;the average mean lem-
perature for 36 stations was 73 and the
normal for same ;period is approxi-
mately 75. The maximum tempera-
ture was 101 on the 24th at Giliison-
ville, the minimin 56 on the 20th at
Santue.

Thirty-four places reported rainfall
during the past week against twenty-
one the previous week, with an aver-
agemeasurement of 1.42 inchesagainst
0.48 for the previous week. The ap-
proximate normal amounts is 1.38
inches.

The wind came generally in the
form of showers, and they were report-
ed frem all sections of the State, butin
many places were local in character
and failed to bring the desired relief
from the prevailing drought. In other
places the drought was effectually bro-
ken as the following measurements
willshew: Augusta, Ga., 2.60; Allen-
dale, 3.38; Blackville, 1.19; Green-
wood, 1.20;Spartanburg, 1.05;Cheraw,
1.29; Florence, 1.49; Charleston, 2.29;
Kingstree, 5.20; St. George’s, 2.20;
Yemassee, 200; Chesterfield. 1.03;
Oakwood, 3.70; Camden, 1.06; Hol-
land, 3.75; Longshore, 1.17; Pinopolis,
1.08; Society Hill, 1.33; Elloree, 1.60;
Gillisonville, L.87.

Ten other places and measurements
between 0.50 and 1.00; and only fenr
less than 0.50 inches,

There was somewhat less than the
usual amount of sunshine, due to al-
maost general cloudiness in the eastern
portion during the greater portion of
the week. In the western portions there
wassomewhat more than normal. The
percentage of possible sunshine ranged
from 851 at Reid, Greenville county o
33 at Pinopolis, Berkeley county, with
an averageof 60 for the State,

CROPS,

Marked changes in crop condilions
cannot be looked for al this season of
the year, especially under normul wea.
ther conditions such as prevailed dur-
ing the weel: under review. The prin-
ecipal crops are, in dead, so far matur-
ed that they are no longer susceplible
to meteorological influences: Minor
crops can yet be benelited by the rains
of the past week,

The last todder has been pulled from
late corn and from one-third to one-
half of it is unfit for forage on ac-
couni of being badly burmt by the
sun. The grain of late corn is gener-
ally not full nor well developed, and
last week's estimate of the poow condi-
tion and yield of late corn is fully sus-
tained by this week’sreports, with this
difference, that a fcw localities have
made a full zrop. Corr in portions of
Hampton it infested with weevel and
worms in tke ear. Corn is so nearly
ripe thatits yieid cannct be effected
by any sort of weather, except such as
may favor or interfere witl: gathering
or housing the crop.

The past week gave less favorable
weather for rice harvest than the pre-
vious one, there having been showers
on all but two days in the rice region.
On one day 2 heavy local wind storm
did considerable damage to a few
plantations. On the whole the rice
crop will be a very good one, at least
for the early seeding. Late or June
seeding looks well.

Cane seemingly was improved by
the rains. Syrup making has begun
in various portions of the State, but
no reports as to yield have been made.

There is no 1mprovement to note in
the general condition of cotton. The
wealher no longer aifects it as for the
most part growth has stopped, the
plant is nearly or quite dead, 2nd half,
or more, of the bolls open. Ina few
localit’es the plant remains green and
stimulated by the late rains, shows
signs of putting on a top crop. Blooms
are very scarce now; in many fields
none are 1o be seen; which indicales a

d | small late crop. Indeed, it isthe opin-

ion of nearly all the correspondeats
of this service that cotton will be
picked out by October 1st, or by the
15th of thati month at the latest. It
continues Lo open very fast and the
first picking was a heavy one. Many
correspondents say that this is the ear-
liest season for cotton within their re-
collection. Sea Island cotton contin-
ues to do very well.

Tobacco curing is over, and it ap-
pears that this erop lacked uniformity
in the various counties waere cultiva-
ted. In Florence the crop was larze,
but of inferior quality. In Williams-
burg there was less raised than last
year. In Darlinzton and Kershaw the
quality is reported to have been very
zood, but the stands irregular and the
yield comparatively poor. The above
are the only counties from which
special reporls on tobacco were re-
ceived.

There seems to be an improvement
noticeable in the condition of peas, es-
pecially where planted in corn fields,
but where sown in open fields with
grass for hay the crop is not so good.
The latest planted have revived and
may malce a good crop.

Sweet potatoes have apparently lak-
en on a new growth where the show-
ers fell, aad an increase in the size of
the tubers is expected. Where pota-
{oes have heen dug, they have turned
out small in swe, and conseguently
small in yield.

Much land was sown lo turnips and
other rool crops, following the ruins,
and a betterstand isexpected than las
heretofore been oblained.

The ceooler weather tavored farm
work, and it is being prosecuted in -
vance of the season. Plowing Tor [l
seeding hins been begun.

Hoke Smith Ketires.
WasHINGTON, Sepl. .- Secretary
Holke Smith elosed lLis administration
of the ailnirs of the luterior Depart-
wenl today and retived from the Cub-
inel, The last papers in the routine
business of the department were sign
ed and Lis active work closed yester-
day afternoon.
was ab the department, but he devoted
almosl his entire lime o calless and
6 taking leave of his asssociules and of
theem:ployeesin thedepartment. When
[ty -Crovernor ¥rancis will arrive from
Missouri and take the oath of oflice is
not yel definitely Jmown, though it

Today the Secretary | 525,

WasHINGTON, Sept. 1.—The follow
ing are extracts from the weekly crop
bulletin of the weather bureau:

Virginia—Gentle rains in tidewater
and valley counties have improved
the prospects for late corn, pastures,
tobacco and truck and have put the
ground in condition {or plowing; the
zeneral condition of eorn showsabove
the average; in middle ccunties crops
are talling off'; tobacco curing begun.

North Carolina--No material change
in erop conditions this week; rainfall
poorly distributed and drouth still pre-
vailing in middle counties; nearly
half of the cottor erop cpenand bulk
of crop cannot now be improved by
rain; making pea vine hay, ground
ton hard for fall plowing.

South Carolina—Cooler weather
and numerous showers helped sweel
potatoes, cane, peas and root crops
materially, but not corn, which is ful-
ly ripe. mor cotton, except tocheck
premature opening; half of cotton
crop open 2ad no blooms to indicate
late ortr .« erop;unfavorable rice harv-
est weataer.

Georgia— With the exception oflo
cal showers during tike first of the
week, dry weather with warm days
and cool nights continue; cotton is
shedding and opening rapidly: pick-
ing is being pushed as rapidly 2s pos
sible and most of the crop will be gath-
ered by the middle of this month;
yield of cotton will be but little more
than half the average; late corm and
all inferior crops inferior: gardense
complete failure; some late gardeus
being planted.

Florida—Week generally favora-
ble for farm work and crop growth,
although frequent showers over por-
tions of northern district inierfered
with cotton picking; cotton opening
rapidly and condition beyond materi-
al improvement; cora thougziat to be
helow averaze; cane, potatoes, rice
and peas doing well; turnip and cab-
bage seed being generally sown.

Alabama— Heavy but scattered
showers during the first part of week
and good rains in southern portion,
though drought unbroken iz many
central and northern counties; about
two-thirds of cotton crop is open and
picking progressing rapidly with no
improvement in prospective ¥ield;
corn yielding light and minor crops
only fair; sorghumsyrup being made.-

Mississippi — Showers beneficial to
all crops, except cotton and corn;
weather favorable for cotton picking,
corn gathering, fodder pulling and
fall gardening; cotton picking prog-
resssing rapidly and some few have
gathered all the crop and finished
picking, owing to the light yield
which required but one pickieg.

Louisiana — Unegually distributed
showers benefiited vegetation in iocali-
ties in north and west portions, but
uplands continue dry; week favora-
ble to cotton picking, gathering corn,
hay and rye cuiting and threshing;
corn yielding well in southern por-
tion; rice below aunticipations; cane
good, but needs rain; eotton shori
crop.

Texas—(Generally [fair, pleasant
weather during the week was favora-
ble for cotton picking, which is mal:
ing rapid progress;the greater portion
of the crop will be picked by the mid-
dle of October; the outlook fortcp
erop is very poor, except over south-
west porlions of the coiton.distriet,
where, in some sections, the plantis
still growing and blooming. Corn is
gathering well advanced and the yield
islight; rice is a poor crop and has
been slightly damaged by brisk winds.

Arkansas—Condition of cotton re-
mains unchanged; itis opening 2nd
being picked rapidly and with favora-
ble weather will all be gathered by
Oct. 15; some complaint of damage
where rains were heavy and slight im-
provement in top cropin other locali-
ties; all minor crops much improved,
but more rain needed for fall plowing
and gardens,

Tennessee—Local showers early in
week slightly improved conditions
where they fell, but drought still se-
vere in most sections: cotton opening
rapidly and picking in full progress;
tcbacco mostly hcused, and good ex-
cept where worm eaten; quantities of
fodder, pea and millet hay saved;
plowing greatly delayed.

An Appeal for Funds.

WASHINGTON, Sept. 3.—Assistant
Treasurer James L. Norris, of the
Democratic national committiee, to-
night issued a call for funds, in which
Le says in part:

**The Republican party can boast of
overflowing coffers; coffers constantly
replenished by the collossal fortunes
of Europe, fortunes gathered ina large
degree of American industry, tode-
feat the will of the people. The Damo-
eracy must depend upon the voluntary
contributions of patriotic eitizens for
funds to defray the legitimate expenses
of the campaign. It hasno such re-
sources of combined capital to draw
from; itis undoubtedly conducting the
people’s fight and must look to ifem
for the means toderfay the indispensi-
ble expenses incident to a campaign
of educating, printing and distributing
literature, and the securing of
thorough organization throughout the
land. In view of the foregoing fair
statement of the political situation and
party necessity Itake the liberly of
aprealing toyou for such contributions
as your means will permir, transmitted
by check, bank draft, vostoffice money
order or cash asmay be most conveni-
ent, payable to my order. An official
receipt will be promptly sent you.”

Unele Sam’s Debt.
W AsHINGTON, Sept. 1.-The debt state-

ment issued this alterucon showsa net
increase in the public debt l#ss cash in

the treasury during Augustof $12,342,-
6835,

The interest bearing debl incceased
$10,000,000,  The non-interest b iring
debl decreased $464 395 and cast in
the treasury decreased $12,812017.
The balances of the several classes of
debt at the close of business August 31
were
Tuterest bearing debt, $347 564 260,
Debt on which interest nas ceased
since maturitly, $1,622, 960, i
Debl bearing no interest, 3372 856,-
A,

Total, $1 221 815 596,

The certiiicates wud treasury notes
olfsel by un egual wesut of cash in
the traasury outstand..r ai the end of
the month wers $365 656,475, an in-

crease of $140 000,

The Lotal cush in Lhe
549 3887146,

The zold reserve was 100,000 000,
Net cash balance, $145,346,400.

In th= month there wasa desreasa

treasury was

in ol coinand bars of $11 451 912
the to:al at the clo € velnyg F.00,02,
200.

Of silver, there wasan inerease of
31,447,862

Qf the surplus there was in national
bank deposilories $1¢,614,214, against
$20,952,972 at the end of the preceding
month

The teeasury oflicial statementshows
that for Auwust the delieil was $10,-
or the fiscal year to date
4, The receipts for Auguast
Lol 0sG, or 33,000,000 less than
for Aucust, 1895 The expenditures
for Au st were $35, 701,676, or 3 vow, -
U weore than for August, 18505,

The lreusury wold reserve at the
close of business today stood at $100,-
779,573, The duy’s withdrawals al

were

POWDER

Absolutely Pure.

A cream of tartar baking powder.
Hichest of all in leavenine strengtb.
—Latest United Slutes Government
Food Report.

Rovarn Baxmg Powper Co.,
New York City.

Called the Wrong Witness.

Prof. Olto Arendt’s statemeunt pub-
lished recently in the New York Jour-
aal hits the gold standard advocates 2
square blow between the eyes. They
always masquerade as being in favor
of international bimetallism, which
they claim could only be secured by
internstional agreemenit among the
leadlng nations of the world. So fond
have they been of quoting Dr. Arvendt
as a stanch upholder of their views
that they have laudedhim to the skies,
and have held him before the country
as the one great authority on bimetal-
lism before whom they bent in adora-
tion and whose word was final on the
whole subject.

Now, too late, they learn that heis
a stronz advocite of free coinage on
the part of the Uaited States as the nne
measure sure to force the hands of Ea-
rope’s money kings from the throat of
silver. What courss they cia pursue
to back water from the brick of the
logical Niagara before them cannot b2
imagined. The Democratic leader;
are swift to see the advantage before
them. Dr. Arendt'smasterly 2nalysis
of the situation will be sent t>every
part of the United States asa cam-
paign document, in both Kaglish aad
German. The Washiaglon Pust, a
stanch gold paper, bat oue givea to
puucturing sham arguments aad false
logic, reprints Dr. Ar:ndt’s article m
full with an editorial comment.

**S0 much has been said aboul the
opinionsand utterances, of Dr. Arvendt,
the famous German writeron finanes,”
says the editorial, ‘“‘that it occursto
us o reprint in the Post this morniayg
the full text of a letter he has jusi
writlen to the New York Journal.
His worldwide reputation as astudent
of the question, his brilliant altain-
ments, his profound and varied infor-
mation, all zonspire to lend peculiar
interest to this product of hiz pen.
Mr. Whitney has quoted hiwm iu refu-
tation of the free cotnage heresy.’ ‘The
gold standard nswspapers delight in
falling back upon him sasthe most po-,
tent destroyer of the silve- fallacy.’”
Republican and assistant Rzpablican
speakers use him a ‘stock’ for their
more or less inspired outbursts. Now,
it will be as well to see -what Dr.
Arendt has o say for himself.

“Of course, we are all bimetallists,
Mr. Whitney, Mr. Balmont, Mr. Pier-
pont Morgan—all the really impor-
tant leaders of the anti-Bryan move-
ment, declared with tearful fervorthat
bimetallism is the one dream of their
lives, the dearest and ib» sweelest
thought they harbor. What they
writhe under, however—what torlures
their unselfish souls—isths knowledge
that the United States cunnot uader-
take bimetallism alone without cadsicg
ruin o e noble workingmen acd
spreading penury among the dearly
belovad masses. Otoerwise, the Bs|
monts, the Morgans, the Rothehilds.
the Bleichroders, the Lazards, the
Ickelheimers, 2and all the rest of them:
would welcome bimetailism with as.
ecstasy too deep for words. Bulilis
not possible. “Ask Dr. Avendi;don’t
believe us, if you don’t wanl to? they
say. ‘Goand ask scientists like Dr.
Arendt, who have made the subdject
the study of their lives.’”

“And so, at last, somebedy has ask-
ed Dr. Arendt, and the professor'sre-
ply is given in full elséwhere in this
edition of the Post. We have advo-
cated the gold standard, not because
Epglahd or any other natioa has
adopted it, but because we consider it
as the best standard for oursslves, aud
because we tear the effsct of free and
uanlimited silver coinsge uoan our do
mestic welfare. Dr. Arvendts views,
therefore, are of no grert consequencs
to us,but are given to the publicsimply
in accordance with our settled policy
of presenting facts to our readers, au-
tagonizing . perversions and fallactes
and castigating humbugs and sharp
ers wherever we may find them. Do
Arendt says that free coinage by the
United States will force bimetalliva
upon Europe. He prediets un iuler-
national agreemen. as the resuitol
Bryan’selection and hauls thatconsum-
mation as the vanguard of universal

prosperity and peace.” - ®

Good for the Taxpayers.
CoLuMEIA, Sept. 3. —The Sute Board
of Contro! met last night in regular
monthly session. Qae of the matters
in which the public has bzen interest-

duct of Dispenser Stevsnson on occa
sion of the campaign meeling sl
Winnsboro. The Couunty Board of

Control made a report aud it Wasgiv-
en out last night that the board had

exonerated 1he Dispenser from Lhe
“charges” made against hin. Toe re-
port of the county board was uut
made publie, but it was accepted by
the Stute Board. A matter in which
all taxpayers are mostinteresied, how-
ever, was the determination of the
board to pay inwo tue State Treasury
£100,000 from the accrued net profils
of the business. This sum will be paid
in four monthly instaliments, the tirst
payment to be made on October 1.
That the board is sable to pay this
much towards the reduction of taxes
will not only be welcomed by the peo
ie at large, bul is an evidence of tke
zood business principles on which the
dispensary is bzing conducted uoder
the present regime. $0 far the dis
pensary has paid direclly iulo the
treasury $a0,000 borrowed te starion,
$30,000 towards the payment of the
expenses of the constitutional couven-
tion, which is to be followed by this
payment of $100,000.

Tillmau io Pennsylvanin.
WasHINGTON, Sept, 2. Tue Bryan
campaign managers have decided that
senator Tillman  of South Caroliua
shall resume his campaign in Penn
sylvania among  Lhe coul miners
where, il is claimed, s beeame such a

Lero by a few spsechies delivered ve
cently., The Senntor will come from
South Caroling and g0 10 Pennsyliva
nia anout the 10tk of this mouth,  He
will remain o thal state uuatil the
20th, sprakiog conlivuously . Oa the
1uth he is seaeduled tospeak in Phila-
delphin, and the Silverits thers will
prepare tn ovalion for luw.  His

speech there woll be addressed particu-
larly to the workingmen, who are
supposed lo put great faith in him,—

New Yark wera $65, 600,

wiil be before the end of the weel.

State,

ed was the investigation inl Lhe cou—a



