\Jxﬁﬁ worry.

= was ferrowed with deep lines of care,
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AMAN'S HEROINE.

BSomwe girls are extolled for their beauty
And some for their knowledge and wit,

And others {or doing 2 dutr,
Of hardship and courage aund grit,

And some for composing a sonnet
Oracting and filling a hall,

But the girl who can trim her own bornet
And makes her own dress beats all.

Miss Patti more music may warble,
Rose Bonheurexcel her with paint,

Miss Hosmer carve better on marble,
She may not be half of a saint—

But if she can make her own dresses
And trim her own bonnet we hold

She is—for the husband she blesses—
WWorth more than the cthers, all told.

A girl who can make her head pretty

And, also, her fizure look sweet,
Is, either in country or city,

A prize which no genius can beat;
And when in addition she’s able

To care for the babies and cook
We set her right up on the table

And call on creation to look.

Hurrah for this girl and no othet—
Ve shout her unlimited prase,
To win her away from her mother
And wed her we're tryingaiways:
She makes a man happy forever
By helping—as Nature ordains—
Thile those who, alas, are too clever,
But add to his troubles and pains.
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A STORY OF

WESTERN LIFE
S i
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CHAPTER ..
MONEY TO LOAX.

STERN MOXN-
EY to loan in
larre or small
amounts. Long
time and eswy
terms. Apply
to Solomon
Seraggs, ag't.”

John Green
read and reread
this advertise-
ment over and
over as he sat
one summer
evening in front
of his little sod
cabin in west-
it was short, plain and

ern Kansas.

inted, and evidently anyone ought to
hdve understood it at a glance. Yet
John Green rcad itand studied it as
though it was some deep problem with

mysterious meaning. At last he put
down the local paper in which the ad-
vertisement appeared and arising paced
to and fro across the yard with his head
bowed and a look of deep trouble on his
face.

“I don't know,"” he mused, ashe came
back and resumed his seat near the
cabin door. “Something must be done,
‘and done at once: for, as matters stand,
starvation stares us in the face. We
must have food, and we must have
money in order to get it; and thereis
butone way, so far asI can see, to get
money—but one way. And yet I dis-
like to think of mortgaging the farm.
I have had experiences with mortgages,
and I dread them. They are the bane
of apoor man's life, the cancer that
sats in deeper and deeper until he is
left destitute and homeless.™

John Green shuddered as he drew
this piceture, for it brought back to him
in 21l its ghastly vividuess that time,
but a few yvears before, when that vam-

pire, the mortgage. had caten up his
last dollar and turned himself and fam-
ily from their loved little home in the
east.

Feor a long time he sat in moody
silence, now with his face buried in his
bands, and nowslooking with a sad, far-
away gaze out across the endless
streteh of bare, brown prairie to where
the sun, like a great round ball of fire,
was slowly sinking behind the edge of
the earth. For an hour almost he re-
mained thus, the shadow on his face
deepening with those of evening, his
eves dimmingr, while ever and anona
tear stole down his rough, weather-
stained cheek.

“Yes, we must have food,” he re-
sumed at last, “‘and we mast have mon-
ey, and we must mortgage the ‘claim’
togetit. Itisa hard thing to do, but
to suffer from hLunger is worse. We
_eannot starve, thut's certain.” :

Just then 2 woman appeared in the
doorway. She was a wan, sad-faced
creature, plainly a victim to overwork
iler once beautifal face

and her waving brown locks were pre-
maturely streaked with gray. The fre

“MARY, YOU ARE WORBYING YOURSELF
SICE."”

of life was gone from her cyes, leaving
a pair of listless crbs that told all too
plainly their story of miscry and suffer-
ing. There was no trace of a smile
lurking about the thin, compressed lips
that had once been rosy withhealthand
happiness. She was a perfect example
of mental and physical debility—a liv-
ingz result of hard times and *‘man’s in-
humanity to man.” She was dying,
inch by inch, of worry, want and work.

John Green glanced up when his wife
appeared in the dcorway, and motion-
ing her to o seat beside him attempted
to assume a less melanchely air as he
said:

--Aary, youare worrying yourself sick
azuin, and you ought not do it. You
must look on the brighter side of things,
wife, and never lose hope.”

~John, it is useless for us to try to
disguise our feelings any longer,” Mary
replied. *We know and understand
each other too well for that, and we
krow that there is nothing on earth for
us to hope for. I have all along af-
fected a cheerfulness I did not feel, be-
cause 1 thought it helped to lighten
vour burdens a little, but now we per-
fectly understand each other, and to
dissemble longer is folly. I know what
vou suffer, Johm, for I have seen it
from the first, and I know that there is
no hope in your heart.”

“Mary. don't tatk so,” John pleaded.
“The future does look dark and blank,
but it may not be so bad as it seems.
We must keep up courage.”

Mary shook her head despondently,
and the tears she had with so much cf-
fort restrzined broke loose and flowed
thick and fast. John placed his arm
about her and drawing her to him laid
ker head on his shoulder.

“Mary,” he said, “I know the pros-
.. pectis discouraging, but there will be

is & way that
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I we.shall raise gaad
| plenty, and only a few short months
| privation lie between now and toen.”
| “Yes. it may be as yousay, John,”
{ Mary replied; “but how are we to live
| sagh those few mouths?  You know
| we have no provisions, not cnough to
supply our wants for another weelk,
and no money to buy more. There i3
not o particle of flour or meal in the
hou=c. and Lonise has gone now to try
1o et some from the store. Markham
has refused us credit. but surely he

must have it or starve.”
Tor a little while a perfeet silence
¢d. Mary sobbed on her husband's
t like 2 heart-broken child, while
razed vacantly out into the
ring  darkness, now and then

by
John

1= . . 3 .
Jdrawing his rough, soiled slecve across

his cves. A mintte or two passed so,
and then Juhn spoke.

*“\W¢ must have money, Mary,” he
said, “to tide us over this spell. It
won't teke a great deal, and we must
et it

“How ecan we get it?" Mary asked.

W ean get it in but one way. Mary,
and that is o way that [ do not like. It
I have fought against
and hoped never to have to resort to.
We must borrow the money, Mary, and
give & mortgage on the farm.”

“Oh, John! John!™ Mary cried, start-
ingup. “Don’t speak of such o thing.
Sureiy you have not forgotten what we
passed through back there at the old
home?™

“XNo, wife, I have not forgotten, and
I never shall”

“Then do not talk of mortgaging the
claim, for it is all we have left to us,
1d to mortgage it is to lose it.”

“But, Mary, we must live, and that
is the only thing we can do to get pro-
visions. We cannot starve.”

“Nop, we cannot starve; bub it is hard
to lose our home and again go into the
world penniless.”

John pretended to take a more cheer-
ful view of the sitnation, and it is
probable that he managed to delude
himself to some extent. Anyhow, his
voice resumed o little of its old-time
ring and his eyes grew brighter as he
said:

“\Ve will not need muct money, wife,
and with o good crop next year we can
repay it easily. Now here is an adver-
tisement in 1Lis paper of money to loan
on long time and easy terms. Three
hundred dollers would tide us over
nicely, and as the claim is worth o
thousand, we can no doubt get all the
time we want on so small an amount,
only so we keep the interest paid. I've
been thinking the matter over, and it
seems to me that if we gave a mortgage
for two or three hundred dollars we
wouldn’t have anything to worry over.”

It was some time before Mary made
any reply to this, and when she did, she
said:

“I wish I conld think your statement
correct, John, and could believe that
the debt would be so easily paid off
but no matter about that, for the mort-
gage will have to be given, and perhaps
we ought to feel thankful that we have
that means of prolonging our lives.
Who has the money to loan?”

-.Scmg.gs.‘}

“Then you will go down t0-mOITOW
and see about getting it2”

“Yes, it had as well be done at once.
If we are to borrow it, there isno use
to delay. I will drive over and take
you with me, so that the papers can be
made out and the business all complet-
ed to-morrow."”

Soon Louise returned empty-handed
from the store, Markham having again
refused to let any goods go without
money. Louise had been crying and
there were still tears in her eyes when
she reached her parents.

**{Vhat is the matter?” the mother
asked. “What did Markham say?”

Louise hesitated, hung her head acd
fingered her dress nervously. It was
plain she did not want to relate what
Markham had said. The mother repeat-
ed Lier question, and Louise, having no
other alternative, replied:

“He went on dreadfully, mother, and
he made me cry.”

“What was it he said?”

“Oh, lots of things. He said he
wouldn't sell us any more goods with-
out money, and that he was not so rich
that he could feed paupers, and he
wasn't going to try. We would have to
pay money or go hungry and he didn't
care which. I didn't ery while Iwas
there, but I felt so hurt that I could
hardly keep back the tears, and when I
got out of sight I broke down and had a
long ery. Oh, how I wish old Mr. Mark-
ham was like—like—" :

“Like who?” John Green asked.

“Like—like you, pa,” said the girl,
only too plainly terminating her speech
in a way totally different from what
she had originally intended.

Young as Louise was she was in love
with Paul Markham, and she blushed
at the mention of his name, and for
fear of betraying herself avoideditas
much as possible. s

She did not tell her parents how Paul,
having overheard her interview with
his father, had followed her away from
the store, and came to Ler out on the
prairie where she stopped to cry: mor
how he had spoken such consoling and
cheering words, and, betterstill, offered
to loan her a portion of his small sum
of money. Ehe had accepted his kind
words tharkauily and desuned his prof-
ered loan weh equal gratefulness, and
she felt that she had done perfecuy
right, so there was no harm in keeping
her own counsel.

“Well,” said John, breaking along
pause, “Markham has shown what sort
of man he is. It was bad enough to
deny us a little favor after all the money
we have spent with him, and he might
have spared himself the trouble of
adding insult to injury. DBecause we
have had misfortunes and are poor it
does not follow that every one has a
right tospeakof us as paupers. To-mor-
row we shall have money with which
te buy goods, and not a dollar of it yoes
to Markham—not one cent of it."

Havingz delivered himself thus Johrt
‘Green hastened to drop the subjeet und
take up one mmore pleasant. and for
an hour he and his wife talked about
the future, drawing pictures of prosper-
ous days and happy situations, as
though good times and prosperity were
assured facts. No doubt the full inten-
tion of each was to delude the other,
and, howerer well they succeeded, each
retired to bed that night feeling that
the rame had been productive of much
cood, since both made a pretense of be-
ingr rreatly relieved.

t was a long time, though. before
either John or his wife slept, though
they both affected to have fallen asleep
directly. In the quiet of the night the
thought of that mortguge came back

in full torce and they were troubled
on weconnt of it. Though theyx tried
tes Qreeive enelt other they could not de-
coive themselves, and. loolt at it as
they would, the fature was dark and
unpromising.

CHAPTER IL
DISINHERITED,

John and Mary Green had married
acainst the wuanes of
Mary's father objectnd 1o thee miad
cnuse Jonn was not as hgh in
seate of itre as he thought lils dangliter

neht aspire, for she was a hanker’s

e
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dacphier and John was but a common
clork. Then, to even up matters, John's
father retaliated by declaring that no

son ef his should ever marry into a.

won'tdeny her when he knows that we 1
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“NOT A DOLLAR OF IT GOES TO MARK
waa”

family the ead of whien presumed
lowds doswn on the Grecus.

Haviter come to this kind of terms on
both sides. the elder Blatehford, the

how wastly superior he was to the
other. and cach sueceeding to perfec-
tion in mulkinge himself ridiculous in the
eyes of everybody but himself.

Thus it went on for a year, the two
old men pussing and repassing and nev-
er speaking, or deigning tolook at ench
other. Inthe meantime the swo lovers
met clandestinely, and enjoywd them-
selves fully as well if not better than
they wonld if their parents had acted
with more sense. They met, courted
and married—married two or three
vears sooner than they wounld have done
if they hind not been interfered with,
but hiied been allowed to continue their
courtship uninterruptedly.  So mmuch
for the wisdom of their parents.

John held o position at a fair salary,
and Liud saved up money enough to huy
and furnish 2 neat little cottare home.
Here the couple settled down as Lappy
as two lovers could be. and Mary lmd
aside Lervich ature and easy life, and
readi!

'y transformed the banlker’s dangh-
ter itito tine poor clerk’s wife: and she
felt none the worse by the chauge. She
taois up the duties of housekeeping and
s00n became Guite proticient.

Ranker DBlatehford and Tarmer
Green, as soon as they learned that
their children were married, proceaded
forthwith to disown them. Mary made
onc attempt to win her father’s for-
giveness, but he refused her petition,
saving she need no lopger consider Lum
in the light of a father, nor. indeed,
any other light save that of o total
stranger.

“You have married as you wished,
and not as I would have had you,” he
said, “'so go your way and I'll go mine.
You have chosen to disregard my wl-
vice and desires, and have tied yourself
to a penniless wreteh, and from this
time forth I know you not. You must
lpok to John Green for everything, and
when poverty aad want overtake
you, as they certainly will, don't come
to me for assistance, for I swear that
you shall never have a penny or a
crumb from me."

That quite settled matters between
the rich, proud, old banker and his lov-
ing, tender-learted daughter and from
that time forth they were strange to
each other; and though for two years
they lived in the same town, and ofwn
met and passed on the street, mo sign
of recogmition was shown by either.
Poor Mary could show pride and defi-
ance cnough when she was in her
father's presence, but no one ever knew
what tears she shed and what heart-
aches she suffered when she was at
home alone. She loved her father next
to John, and even after his cruel speech
she would have gladly thrown her arms
about his neck and plead for his love
and forgiveness, only she knew that he
would repulse her if she did.

John's father, not to be outdome by
Blatchford, notified his son never to
come back home, dut to consider him-
self disinherited and disowned. This
notice did not guite crush John, since
home had never been particularly pleas-
ant, and to be relegated from it was not
such a terrible blow as his father might
have supposed; and as to being disin-
herited, well, that was little short of o
joke, for the elder Green's possessions
were extremely limited, consisting in
the main of forty acres of poor,
mortgage-ridden land, and a dozen farm
animals, none of which were very
choice.

So, disinherited and disowned, John
and Mary Green went to work on their
own responsibility and for atime sue-
ceeded remarkably well. They brought
their little home up to =z point of mar-
velous perfection, and had a neat sum
in bank to which they svere regularly
making additions. They were content-
ed, and even happy, in spite of the fact
that they were strangers to their par-
ents. '

But by and by reverses came. First,
Mary took with a fever and for weeks
lay in the edge of death’s shadow.
Then, after she recovered, John lost his
position on account of the house with
which he was connected failing.
Months of idleness followed, for there
was o business crash in the land and
cmployment was hard to obtain, with
an army of suddenly-discharged cm-
ployes tramping the streets of every
town and village in search of work.

The little store in the bank began to
melt away, butto make short work of
that the bank failed. Then Johnp, dis-
heartened and worn out, fell sick, and
for months was unable to leave the
house. In this condition they began to
feel the effects of want, and having no
other means of raising money to live on,
they gave a mortgage on their home.
Other sickness and other misiortunes
followed. se that John was never able
to release the debt on his home, and in
time, when the interest had catenin
deeply, the place was sold.

Then John and Mary, with their
child who had been born to themn the
first yearafter their marriage. collvcted
together the small possessions that
were left them and joined the swarm of
eastern people who were on their way
to Kansas to take up claims and make
homes on the great western prairies.

They went away out near the west
line of the state before they were able
to find any government land that had
not been ‘‘granted” to some railroad
company or other corporation. or had

' not been leased to some cattle king,

whose right to make a fortune off pub-
lie land must be considered and pro-
weted no matter what beeame of the
poor man who wanted a few acres of
iand for u home.

At last, after driving for days and
days across the green, rich prairies in-
fested by the eattlemen, and marked
about by the stukes of different cor-
porations, John Green, with his wife
wnd child and their shackling old white-
topped wagon, halted on the sandy
vlains of western Kansas and preempt-
od a claim in the alkall desert and set-
tled down to eombat with drought, hot
. winds and malaria.

When Johu had seleeted his claim and
ot his preempuion papers all arranged,
he bagan the construction of a sod
house, and in a short time the new
house was ready for occupancy. le
was disappointed in the result of his
trip, and he knew that Mary was also
though she had never breathed a word
l to‘tlmt effect. He felt that they had

1 incd gast ) ingus

bauker, and the elder Green, the farm- |
er. strutted about with as much pow- |
posity as they could commaud, cach
doing everything in his power 1o show |

P abibid of 4‘\(... H - -
| Butltwaz done, and zinee o e
{ wwaz impossible, he resclved to go on
. and make the best of it.
So he plowed tie sod and planted the
' erops, and in time the sced sprouted
and came up. Then he enltivated the
| fields early and lute, and as the growing
i zorn sprang up higher and higher and
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uie field hecame a sea of waving green,
John's courage returned and hope rode
bigh in his Lreast.

“We shall come out all right yet,
Mary,” he remarked one evening as
they walked outto loolk atthe erops.
“We shall come out all right. and soon
have a nice home; and it will all be
ours. It will only take a little time and
a2 little patience.”

“*Who cares for the time, John?"
Mary replied. “I'm sure that I don't
mind the waiting and the work, only so
we get a home at last.”

And thus contented to work and wait,
these brave pioneers, like thousands of
others, submitted cheeriully to every
hardship and inconvenience, and bore
uncomplainingly on against adversity
and misfortune.

For three years they kept steadily to
their purpose, contending against
drought and hot winds, which every
year destroyed their growing erops and
left their fields parched and brown.
Then John took down with malaria,
and all the spring and all the summer
was unable to work, and want pressed
upon them, and the wolf of hunger
drew near the door of the sod house,
placing them in the condition where
:cil:e opening of this story found them,
riven to the necessity of>mortgagin
the claim for food. 7 2

CHAPTER IIL
GIVING THE MORTGAGE.

As has been stated, neither John nor
dary slept much that night after they
had concinded to mortgage the farm,
and so, worn out with a restless night,
John was astir in the morning at an
uncommonly carly hour. Upon dress-
ing and going out the first objeet that
met his eyes when he opened the door
was a small bag of corn meal sitling
on the door step.

He and Mary wondered a great deal
at this, and many suggestionsas to how
it came there were offered hy one and
the other, but after due consideration
they were all dismissed as nntenable,
and eventually they deeided that old
Markham had become convineed of
having acted wrongfully and had in the
night stolen over with the meal, being
ashamed to let his presence be known.
Louise had another and more correct
opinion regarding the matter. but asin
all other cases where Paul was con-
cerned she resolved to keep quict.

However the meal came there, it
proved a very acceptable gift, in facta
perfect Godsend to the Greens, for
otherwise their Lreakfast would have
been avery meager affair. As it was,
they had some corn eakes and some
parched meal coffee, and these were
rare delicacies in those days and had
a salutary effect on John, sinece with a
full stomach some of his old-time pride,
independence and courage returned,
and after purtaking of that breakiast

¢ PHOSE ARE NOT SO BAD, ARE THEY?"

he felt that he could face a great deal
more trouble than he then had, and
come off vietorious.

Brealfast over, John harnessed up
the two horses to the old wagon. and he
and Mary drove off to the little town
where Seragges lLept his office.  The
day was warie and clear and the roads
dry, and the trip, thowrh embracing
ten miles cach way, was not a disagree-
able one. The two talled a great deal
as they went down, about one thingand
another. but neither of them hinted at
the matter about which they were
making the trip. They grew quite
cheerful after they had Dbeen out
awhile, owing, no doubt, to the iresh
air and change of scenery.

Arriving at the town. which, by the
way, was called Paradise Parlk, though
there was nothing resembling a park
within a hundred miles of it andit is
safe to presume that it bore little enouch
resemblance to paradise, with its one
street and four or five shackling old
| board buildings half buried in the sand
and alkalidrifts—arriving at this young
metropolis of the west. John Green and
his wife had little <ifiicnlty in finding
Solomon Seraees' office. for it was the
most prominent building in the place,
Leing post oiice, printing office and
real estate and loan office all in one and
all under the control and guidance of
Serages.

Mr. Seraggs was in his office when
the Greens entered, but being deeply
engaged at the time in writing an edi-
torial for his paper.  the Western
Brecze, on the muitifarions advantages
in coming to western iansas to live
and invest capital, John had to wait
some time before he had an opportuni-
tv of statine Lis business. Inthe mean-
time he had oochanee to take @ survey
of the otfiee und to obse
ful ears of corn and stiiks of millet and
wheat und oats that hang agrainst the
walls as samples of the products of the
surronnding eountry.  Ie  was still
inagnificent speci-

eazing upon these
mens when Mro Serages Lronght Lis
wable editorial” to o finish and whirl-
ing about in his chair eanght Joln in
the act. Instantly nosmile lighted up
the agent’s face, and rubbing his hiands
together, e saids “Those not so
bad, are they?”

Jehn recalled his gaze from the sam-
ples and, fixing it upon Mr., Seraggs, re-
plied:

“No, they are not bad.”

I shiould say not.” Serargs went on;
“not Liud for o new conntry cursed with
drought, hot winds, grasshoppers and
all that sortof thing. IHa! la! They
to11 terrible stories shant this country,

ure
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and t1v poweriul hard tc scaie peopls
away from lere, bur it won't work.
We've got the soil, and we've got the
seasons, aud so long as we can produacr
such stuff as you see there. we're all
right. Itell you,sir, there ain’t a more
productive spot nowhere on earth than
you find right here in this county. And
vet Jand's cheap here.  Away down
cheap. I can seli you as good land as
ever lay out door for difteen dollars an
acre. It's the farm, too, that that corn
rrewon.”

John listemed to this speech in won-
der. Was it possible. he thought, that
the country could be sueh as Serages
said, and yet he not know it? Serages
was a very honest, earnest-looking man,
and he spoke in such o free. matter-of-
fact way that it seemed ympossible that
he was not speaking the truth, Aftera
short silence John said:

“Do you say that these samples of
grain grew in this country, M.
Scraggs?" )

- “I do, certainly, and there is nothing
remarkable in it to us who know the
country and know what the land is. I
daresay you have heard wild stories
about this section and are ill prepared
to believe what I tell you. lowever,
ask our farmers and they will tell you
the same story. As I snid, I can sell
you the best farm in the county for
fifteen doliars per acre, and it's worth
more than that to-day, and in a year
from now it will be worth twenty if
not twenty-five. Iwill drive you out to
look at it if you think it would suit you.
What you say?”

“Why, I don't want to buy land, but
just eame in to sec about getting a loan
ona claim 1 have out east.”

[To be continued.]

Destractive Forest Fires.

CuMBERLAND, Wis, Sept. 18.—T orest
fices are ruging in the country immedi
ately south and in plain sight of the
city, und & strong souih wind prevails,
Severz] farm houses and barns, two
woud vardsand a large ameuntof other
property has teen burned. Men are
now lighting the thunes, and there is
mueh aprreneusion 1o this eity.

The village of Perley was alinost
wiped out of existence by lice yesterday.

At Tomaliz o most disastrous fire 1s
ragiug in the cranberry marshes he-
tween Valley Juiction and Norway,
Between twenty-live and thirty square
iles of marsh have been consumed,
and the fire shows no signs of abate-
ment. Thousands of dollars worth cf
property have already been sacrificed.

PRAIRIE FIRES IN NORTH DAKOTA.

BISMACK, N. D., Sept. 18.—A disas-
trous prairie tire has burned over a large
portion of Emwmons County, sixty miles
south of here. Driven Ly a strong west
wind, # sheet of flamwe as hygh as the
house-tops swept over the country from
the Missour: River past Willlamsport,
which place rmrrm\'iy_esc.'xped. and into
the southeastern partion of the county.
Details are mragye. No mail was re-
cerved from Wililamsport last evening,
The loss will be heavy, as a large area
ot range lunds was burned over. Many
tarmers Jost their entire crops and
buildings. It isreported that one man
was fatally burned.

Our Depleted l.:‘nllun Crop.
TFollowing is the report of the weath
er bureau for the week ending Satur-
day:
“The rainfall hus been below the nor-
mal: temperature abous the average
amonut; sunshine hus been above the

average. The heavy rains wlnch com-
pletely saturated the soil, and in many
places ponded, and together with the
iiot sunshine for the pest week scalded
and rusted most of the cotton crop, aud
caused many of the immature Lolls to
open, and kas thereby greatly decreased
the yield. From reports received ITomn
correspendents, #nd from other reliable
information, my last report of 25 per
cent. decrease is fully sustained, and at
several places the decrease in produc-
tion is pluced at @ mueh Ligher esti-
mate,”

“] give afew of the several state-
meuts of relinble and intelligent fur-
mers, giving the condition of the cot-
ton crop: “‘In Richland, Sumter, Dar-
liogton. Florepee and Chesterfield
Counties, fully 25 per cent. below the
average. Some places one-half picked
out. 1 have travelzd over nearly the
entire Stale within the last two weeks
and I am satisfed that the cotton crop
is injured mure than 25 per cent. I
have been planting for eighteen years
and have never failed in that timeto
average one bale of cotton to the acre.
1t I get a half bale to the acre this year
1 shall do well.”

Soulh Carotina l'ostal Service.

A convention of the postmasters of
this State was held in Columbia or
Tuesday lust, the object being to discuss
the condition of the service, and sug-
gest plans forit'simprovement. Among
other things the following suggestions
were made, addressed (o the 'ostmaster
General. .

1, Make a condition precedent to
mailing. that every piece of mailing
metter shall bear the return card ad-
dresses.

2. Let the regulations be so changed
that the unpaid matier can be forward-
ed to points of destination and double
rate b2 collected for it upon delivery.

3. Have postal rates and classitication
printed on the tlap ol all envelopes by
the governwent, unless otherwise or-
dererd by the purchaser.

4. That an elastiz bund bearmg name
of mailing oflice be placed on ail fourth-
class parcels.

5. That the postal note be abolished
and athree cent fee be charged for
money orders for less than iive dollars.

6. That postmusters he allowed to
open, 10 the presence of witnesses, ail
letters dropped into the oflice without
direction, in order that the name of the
writer mauy be ascertuined and the let-
ter returned tor address, so that the la-
bor and delay of sending  the same to
the dend letter oflice wmav be avoiced,

A Terribie Fate.

CLEVELAND, O., Sept. Ji.—John Me-
Caflerty, a lineinan for the Weslern
Union Telegraph company, met with #
terrible dexth in front of the court
house in the presence of vne hundred
spectators yesterday. MeCulterty was
talking to some [riends, and then began
to elimb o telegraph pole to adjust a
wire. e had 1eached a pomt beyond
the first cross-arin, when, with a shriek,
he fell buckward. 1lis spurs caught in
the iron steps of tiwe pole, and his head
hune downward. .\ telephone wire
had tallen seross an electrie light wire,
and MeCafferty had received a terrible
voltage in his body. 1lis face and arms
turned black, and he hung tully three
minutes beforea ladder could be secured
and the unfortunate man brought to the
ground. Hedied on the way to the hos-
pital.

Want an Investlzation.

ClAnRLESTON, S (O, Sept, 1I8—A
meeting of the policy holders of the
New York Life Insuranee Company
was held here to-day. Several premt
nent gentlemen spoke on the subject
and resolutions wele offered and ac-
cepted asking that a thorongh exan-
ation of the company’s affurs b s,
amd inviting the co-operaticn of policy
aolders of ocher pliaces.

T Allinnee furmers of Kanses have
not taken the advies that was given
them to repudiaie their mortgage io-
debtedness, bhut are paying it up as fast
as they gel the money for their crops,
The satisties recently collected on the
subject are encouriging 1o all bolders
of Tarin ortgages, aiud pleasing 10
everytody who believes in the honesty
and honer of the fariners of the coun-
try. Lt isa sound policy that the Kan-
sas farmers are pursuing in this res-
peet, and v wiil redound to their ad-
Anntage at once an: hereafter.
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. THE RUSH FOR HOMES.

THREE TIMES As MANY PEQPLE AS
THERE ARE HOMESTEADS.

Fliteen Hunpdred Negroes 1n the Jiad
Stamprde==A Party of Young Ladies
Itlde in on Ponles=Lively Boom Scenes,
Gurirkie, O, T., Sept —*The

land is yours.” ‘That 1s whal every

on the horder of the lands

a9

e tece

wlhen its  hunds voitited o the Lour of
nwoon.  =imuliaoecus with that heur the
home-geckers sathered on the border,
made a headlony cush over the line into
the coveled country and ou o the quar-
ter sections upon which their eyes had
been feastiue. some tor days and others
for weeks and montis,

The rush wusa madone and wag
riade s0 by the fucl that the number of
home-seekers oreatly exceeded the num-
Tier of quarter sections available for
settlement. *Firstihere, lirst served,”’
was the motto of every racer, There
was room  in the new lands for about
5,000 scekers, allowing 160 acres for
cach, There were on the border waiting
to claim the available land fully 15,000
pecple, so that there were three persons
tor each section. It was no wonder that
the rush wasa mad one, forin this case
al least the race was invarciably to the
switt,

Like scenes have never been witnessed
betore except when Oklahoma became
the people’s two years ago, Some of
the more desgerate cowboys mounted
sieers, and the latter. joining inthe

interior while others were unceremo-
niously uniiorsed or uusteersd ool far
trom the border. The boomers had
sathered for the race most at Tohee on
the Iowa reservation border directly east
of futhrie; Langston. at the middie of
the N rthern lowa reservation border,
mside the boundary of the Kickupoo re-
servation (which was notincluded in the
opened londs) and ala pointon the Pot-
tawatomie border dJivectly east of Pur-
cell.

The most desivable of the Jands is
sitaated in the Towa, Sack and Pox
reservations, und the grealer number of
boomers naturally conyrezated around
them. The bonmers were distributed
amouy varlous  starting poinis about as
tollows, at Toliee 3000, Langzston 1500
neqroes, and 500 whites, on the Kickapoo
border 8000, and on Pottawatamie bor-
der 2000, The allotments to the Pottawa-
mie Indians pearly exbausted the lands
in Ltheir reservation, o the bome seckers
had little chance of locating a claim
thzre, At Langston negroes had been
cathered by the negro Colonization
society to the number of 1500, and they
were o move en masse to Cimarron
valiey, a most fertile region, aud locate
i a bunch. Five hundred whites.
mostly cowboys, also had their eyes on
that secticn, and each party had made
all sorts of threats of taking the land by
force, A force of (lepuiy marshals and
deputy sherilts under the sheriil of this
county had been despatched there to
preserve order, and it is believed that
they will be able to maictaln peace.

One of the unique sights at Tolee
was & company of youny ladies from
Guthrie, who had formed 2 colonization
company to proceed Lo the new lands
and settle on adjoining claims, They
were mounted on Texas ponies and were
fitired as near as might be in cowboy
costume, armed with revolvers and
cquipped for campine out. They ade
the race in a body. So faras has Leen
ascertained, up to the present timeno
serious contlict has taken place between
the rival laimants, and the country has
been peacefully occupied.

Government supervision of tha apan.
ings of the lands soems o have been
sudly deficient.  The entire government
force was composed of Lwo companies
of United States troops, or two bundred
men, aod the forces of three United
States marshals, numbering about two
hundred and fifty men, Of these latter,
litty were sent to Lanusten to preserve
peace between the cowboys and negroes;
fifteen were required ateach of the three
land offices, and twenty-five at Tohee.
Ot the regular troops, a squad of men
were siationed at each of the two coun-
ty seats. This left only some 300 men
to patrol borders of about 200 miles in
extent, or one man to every two-thirds
of a mileof border. The men, however,
were not stationed at regular intervals.
in some places there wire ten and Lif-
teen men to the mile, while at others
there were stretches of five or ten miles
entirely unruarded. Under these con-
ditions it might have been expected that
pumbers of boomers would enter before
the appomted time, and they did. Two
miles north of Tohee about 200 boomers
had eathered on a secluded spot, know-
ine that the government force would be
massed at the border towns. They had
all set their watches three hours ahead
last night 50 that *helr testimony would
agree it ever their claims should be con-
tgsted on the ground of their being
tgooners.”’

At 9 o’clock their watches all indica-
ted the hour of neon, aud they rushed
over the border and began the fray for
the cholee sections, The *‘sooners at
other unguarted portoms of the border
were alsu very numerous, and it 1s esti-
mated fvom all reports that the number
of setilers who entered the land before
the leg 1l time was lully 3000.

Tohee this morning was an Indian
town just over the lowa border, dueeast
from this place; tonivht it isa white
man’s ¢ity of 1500 inbabitants, It fall
into the bands of the Town Site com-
pany. organized here by the president
of the Buoard of Trade, the president of
the First Nutional bunk, James McNetl,
aud the city marshal of Guthrie. A rep-
resentative of the cornpany returnad o
this place this atterncon and liled at the
1and oftice 2 plat of 2 town and county
chums, Ilereports that an elechion was
Leld this afterncon, at which MeNeil
wus chosen mavor.

AL u point live miles below Tohee
quite 2 number of boomers were gaih-
ered to make the race. Among them
was one woman whose name has not
heen learned, whose impatience got the
better of her discretion. She crossed
the line before the appointed time and
one of the deputy marshals guarding the
purty ariested her snd foreed her back
over the line. Soon afterwards she
aunin crossed the line prematurely and
when the deputy o second ume ordered
ler buck she drew a revolver from her
dress pocket and opened fire upon him.
The murshal returned the fire, and shot
Ler in the lelt les just Lelow ihe koee,
shattering the limb, She was unable Lo
ipake the race when noon arrived, The
boomer was left this side of the border
swetened under o tree unable to move.
A humase hack dowver brought the un-
lortunate woman to this pluce, where
she i3 beinye cared for.

The story of every arrival from Lang-
ston agrees that there bas been rioting
Letween tegro scttlers and cowhoys,
No luimdities are reperted as resulting.

All on Bonrd Perished.

sax Furascisco, Sept. In.—The mys-
tery surroundieg tae schoouer l'un-
nouii, $o long overdue at this pork [rom
AMarshall Isiands, is at last cleared up.
The vessel sailed for Sun Franeisco on
May 1, faden with a general cargo, and
in wlaition to 2 crew of seven, had on
board Capt. Lovedale’s wife aud three
children, It 1s also stated that several
missionaries hud tuken passage on the
PPupnonia Lo come to this city. The
schooner was wrecked on a reef Lo the
northwest of the Flawaiian Istands, and

every soul on board was drowned.

opebed to setiement today proclaimad |

stampede, carried their riders to the!

YWWAT FOOLS THESE MORTALS BE.7

Aan Astounding Swindle Finds 3anz

Dupes in Viegiala,

CuanLestox, W. Vo, Sept.20.—One
of the most asteunding swindlesin the
history of the country has just been
brought to licht here by federal detect-
ives, who have armsted Henry Ashand
George W. Rose, two of three ringlead-
ers. Robert F. Lively, the man who
[er!;:iuulv-j s sl escaped tothe

lsnntaing, but @ posse s aller b,
Solilie weelis ago these Three et or-
ganized ot i Albaps, this county a
| hrapen of whet was allegeid to be the
“Nutioral Assowilay,” saud by the con-
spirators to be a patrivtic order, having
for its object the relief of the national
government. It was proposed To piut
into the possesi

ion of the government
the gold coin hoarded up by the propleto
the end that the goevernmeat mignt oe
enabled to meet its obligations wud be
saved frou national repudiation. The
Preasuary Department, it was explain-
ed, had plenty of puper money and had
agreed that for all the goll colus paid
into the “assembly” und cerfified by the
ofticers, there would be puaid five times
the sum in paper currepcy. Nothing
less than 8200 would be secepted from
any one,

The thing thok in a surprising way.
The country was scoured tor gold. Oue
wan paid $1200, another 3800, and
scores gave S200 to 3500 tor the worth-
less “certilicates” of the swindlers. The
Chesapeak and Ohio Railroad Company
paid its employes in gold, anda large
sum of this money wentinto the cof-
fers of Lively znd his pals. T’oor mea
horrowed, brgzed and morigagzed, that
they mignt raise gold, and many a dol-
I lar ot hard-earnea saviogs went into
| the “assembly for the relief o1 the gov-
| ernment.”

The posteflice authorities got wind of
the tring about & week ago, 2ad today
the wrrest were mage. The excitement
over theswindle is great. Itisestimat.
ed that the swindlers obtained ever 550,-
000 trom their dupes, many of whom
are left penniless,

Murder sud Suicide.
WOODLAXD, Cal, Sept. 17.—The life-
fess bodies of Miss May Adams and.J.
W. Montgemery were discovered this
morning lving in the rear yord of a
smwall upoccupied residence. A vial
lubelrd “polson™ and a Smith & Wesson
revolver were found beside them.  [n-
vestigation showed that Montgomery
firstshot Miss Adiuns in the Jeit teinple
and  then turned wnd lired o shot
through his own brain. Miss Adams
was the daughter of L. I. Adams, who
represented this County two terms iu
he Legislature. Montgowery was &
son of Judge Montgomery of Stockion.
The supposition 18 that the murder and
suicide were the resnit of a refusalon
the part of the lady's parezts to permit
their marriage.

“The Oid Eeltuhle.

From the ofiice of the railrcad cowm-
mission it is ascertained that the total
income of the South Caroline Railway
for the year ending June 30, 1891, sum-
marized from its monthly reports, was
81,681,502, an incresse over the previous
vear of $260,740. The percentageof in-
crease is 1835 per cent. The lollowing
figures show the total earnings of this
branch for the past ten years:

T e S1.220,876.06
T NSRS 1.356.936.30
TR i 1.271,077.36
IBBE s o wnirmrinamem i 1,588,944 85
R e e T 1.159.861.34
TBRY v iansisian e 1,131.202.75
1888 1/236,587.14
3y 127969173
1,425.261.94

168150173

Glunl_x::rﬁwanvll!e‘a 13nrs.
(3REENVILLE, Sept. 18.—Special: The
“White Man's lar,” of which M. Sher-

rman is the r_to&)ricwr. was closed to-day
‘Under ALtadinient vy v JLETIT urrav=-

or ot J. B. Brown & Co, ot Baltlmore,
for 8419; There is also a mortgige on
the saloon which was 4 gorgeously fit-
ted-up atfair, and the fixtures are said
to have cost wore than any suloon in
the State. The sioon is the third one
closed by the sheriff in 2 weel.

Senater Butler’'s Dauzhter Dead.

WALIALLA, 8. C, Sept. 21L—Miss
Elise sutler, daughter ot Senator M
C. Batler, died at Ilghlands, N. C,
this morning at 6 o'clock after alinzer-
ing ilness frem fever. Iler body will
be carried to Edgefieid to-morrow vid
this place for interment ol Wednesday.
She was twenty years ol

ll SRR——
The Bailey-Lebby
COMPANY.
912 Mecting St., Opposits Charleston Hotel,
CHARLESTON, S. C.

Manufacturers’ Agents.

Machinersy, Supplies, Cils.

Attention mill men! We are now offer-
ing the best and latest improved

SAW JILLS, ENGINES AND BOILERS

—AND—

Grist DIilis.

Irom, Steel, Pipe, Nails, Iitting, Belt-
Lacing, and a full line of Phosphate and
Mill Supplies. State agents for

THE SCIENTIFIC GRINDING MILLS,

zErsend for our pew illustrated catalogue
and lowest prices. Agents wanted in every
county.

FERTILIZERS!
PIEDMONT GUAND GO,

CHARLESTON, 5. C.
IMPORTELS, MANUFACTURERS, 2 DEALERSTN
Safest, High Grade, and Cruaranteed
Kainit, Blood Acids, Dissolved
Bone, Solubies, and Ammoni-
ated Manipulated.

Hundled by Mr. M. Levi, Manning, 8. C.
Get priees Lefore bnying.

Hay and Grain,

AXD HANUPACTURERS OF GRITS & HEAL
Opp. Kert's Whart, and 23 Queen St,,
CHARLESTON, S. C.
BOLLILANN BROTHERS,

Wholesaie
Grocers,

157 and 169, East Bay,

CITARLESTON, 8. €.

S T

H. A. HOYT,
{Snccessor to C. 1. Hoyt & Bro.]

Largest and Oldest Jewslry Store in

SUMTER, 8. C.

ANCOELEIS.

A very lurge stock of Dritannia wate, the
vely best silver plated goods made. 530
Gold Rines on hand. Fine line of Clocks,
Wedding Presents, Gold Pens, and Specta-
cles, A biz lot of solid eoin silver jnst T
eeived, at lowest prices. My repairing de-
partment bas no saperior in the State. Try
around first and get prices, then come to e,
You will certainly buy from me.

T.. W. FOLSOM,

Successor to F. . Folson: & Bro.
SUMTER, 8. .
DEALER IN

WATCHES, CLOCKS JEWELLRY,
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The celebrated Iloval St. John Sewing
Michine, and Finest Razors in Aweriea, ol
ways on hand. Lepairing promptly acnd
neatly executed by skilled workmen.,

_ Orders by mail will receive careful atten-
tion.

SILVERWARE, &c.,

—AT—

Lk

- - *

I have in stock some of the most
artistic piecesin thisline ever brought
to Sumter. Those looking for

Tasty Wedding Presents

will do well to inspect my stock. Also
on hand a magnificent line of Clocks,
Watches, Chains, Rings, Pins, But-
tons, Studs, Dracelets, in solid goid
silver, and rolled plate.

Repairing of all kinds will receive
prompt and careful attention.

L. E. LEGRAND,

Cl.ll '"

Leanand's Jewelry Slom,

SUMTER, S

EAT AND OR)

i Lnve opened a first-cluss liguor saloon
in the city of Sumter, in the Solomons
Vuilding on Liberty street, where T will
keep the choicest hrands of

LIQUORS, TOBAGCO, CIGARS,

an/ all kindsof smokers articles. My sa-
loon will be managed by a frst-lass bar-
tender, who will prepare eil the latestin fan-
¢y drinks at the shortest notice. I bave also
gone to considerable expense in preparinga

First-class Restaurant

in the rear of mysaloon. >y tables will be i
filled with the very best the market affords,
and this branch of my business will be un-

der the supervision of one who has served

as chief cook in severnl fine restaurants.
The trade of my

Clarendon Friends

1s respectfully solicited. Come ' to see me,
take o drink of something good; and then
sit down to & meal that will serveias an invi-

tation to call aguin, ]
WOLKOVISKIE & CO.,
Sumter, S. G.

NOTIGE OF REGISTRATION,

State of South Carofina,
COUNTY OF CLARENDOX.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH TIIE PROVIS
ions of an act of the Genernl Assembly
ratitied on the th day ot Fubruary, 1882, 1 |
will be in the court honse in Manning, 1 '
the office of the clerk of the eourt, the first
Jonday of each wonth, for the purpose ot
allowing persons coming of age since the
last gereral election 1o register,; and to at-
tend to any other business pertaining to my
official duties. 8. P. HOLLADAY,

Supervisor Registration Clarendon Co.

P. 0. Address: Panola, 8. C.

§. THOMAS, Jz. 3. M. THOMAS

Stephen Thomas, Jr. & Bro,

JEWELRY, SILVER & PLATED WARE,
Spectacles, Eye Glasses & Fancy Goods.

z&Watches and Jewelry repaired by
competent workmen.

257 KING STREET,

 CHARLESTON. § C.

ESTADBLISHED 1836,

Carrington, Thomas & Co.,

— DEALERS IN—
WATCEES,
JEWELRY, SILVERWARE AND FAXCY €0CDS

No. 251 King Street,

CHARLESTON, S. C.

S e

James F. Walsh,

WHOLESALE LIQUOR DEALER.
IGHH GRADE LIQUORS:

199 Meeting st., CHARLESTON, 8. C.

L i 1
Manning Shaving Parler.
[=]

AIR CUTTING ARTISTICALLY EX

conted, amed shaving doue with bes
razors. S i attention paid to shammpoo
ing hudies'l we lied considerabl
expericnes in sever:i lurge cities, 100 guar
antee satisfeetion to iy enstomers.  Parlor
next door 1o .‘vI:mn:n;_;]‘:l‘i mes,

HAMILTON.




