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"SOME DARK TEACIHINGS.

TLANTATION NIGHT SCHOOL ¥FOR
NEGROES BEFORE THE WAR.
Some Entertaining Recollections of the
Times Before the Civil W
(From New York Commercial Adveriser.)

As is well known, it was held to be
against good policy in the South, in the
old days, that the slavesshould be taught
toread. To teach them was, in fact,
prohibited by law in most of the States.
It would be an error to suppose, how-
ever, that none of them were $0 taught.
For the master of the plantation was, 1n
many ways, an sbsolute monarch—oevery
farm a sort of kingdom—und these
potentates chose to judge for themselves
how strict should be their obedience to
general laws, how far they would allow
themselves to be controiled by the Legis-
lature in the internal economy of thelr
little principalities.

Southern planters were in the hebit of
having such of their slaves taught to
read as they chose—law or mo law. I,
myself, at the age of twelve, was princl-
pal of a school consisting of half a dozen
of mine and others’ slaves; and some &e-
count of my methods may interest the
teachers, professors and other literail of
our day. I

The object of the school was the Ligh-
est possible. Indeed, it was 1ot &
school, nor even a college; it wasa theo-
logical seminary. All my pupils were
preparing for the ministry. =~

To this day I remember with pride
how thoronghly unsectarian was my in-
struetion. I made no effort to bull those |
slaves into accepting my dogmss, as|
proof of which I offer the fact that
whereas I was then, as now, & sturdy
upholder of Episcopalianism, every one
ofm nates turned Baptist. :

I held my school in the kitchen after
supper. My pupils sat in & row on a
bench, one of tueir number holding
aloft a spluttering torch of fat pine. It
gave a strong if unsteady light; but was
subject to this drawback: Being hLeld
near the head of whosoever happened to
be reading, it is more than probable thet
by overheating one lobe of the brain the
symr strical development of that orgsn
was marred.

That, however, did not much distarb
us, szeing that neither they nor I were
aware that we carried lobes of any kind
concealed about our persons.

From time to time, too, as the toreh
was passed up and down the line, drops of
burning tar fell upon the hands, arms
and pecks of my students, diveriing!
their attention, nay, causing them ol
times to dance up and down the ivor.
Even so, a philosopher looking on might
have dimly perceived how fairly geod
and iil are distributed, on the whole, in
this best of all possible worlds, for the
cook and her scullion, seeing thesc
young theologians capering and sueking
the pitch from their rugged fists, gave
forth peal after peal of iree and jojous
laughter, so that things averaged up
pretty well, after all. ) =

This was not a free seminary—Iar
from it. My patrons were drawn irom
among the most substantial citizers on
the plantation. They were able to pay
andli made them pay. No student of
divinity could keep a seat on that bench
with.out bringing me at the close of each
month a dozen new laid eggs, worth, at
that time, 12; cents; so that eight
months’ tuition cost exactly $1. Prepuy-
ing was not insisted on. Yet I camuot
recall that on this account I was ever the
loser by even an egg. As I.myself
raised chickens, I was very glad, too,
when Lens were dilatory in their laying,
to let an account run over and receive at
the close of two months & young puilet.

My wages were sweet—laugh not ye
professors puffed up with fat salaries, ye
school prineipals rolling in laxury!

My disciphne wes that of those be-
nighted days. The rod then prevailed
throughout the length and breadth of
the land, nor do I believe my class
would have valued my instruction atan
egg shell, even had I abolished it. But
such & thonght could not have occurred
to & Iad who had not thought it strange
when his own teacher, having asked him
if he was ready with his Virgil, and he
replied, “not yet,” had received three

) The first for not knowing the
Virgil, the two following (with intervals
of rest for the teacher) for mot erying.
So they stumbled along through their
tasks, fkept up the eirculation in their
backs and shoulders. Neither they nor
I would have heard without sstonish-
ment that there was any otber way of
stimulating diligence or quickening the
brain. 1 suppose, however, that my
. thrashings could not have been very
severe, for I remember that they were
the occasion of great hilarity, This was

i the case when it came to the
turn of Joe Nelson to recite. Joe wasa
famous stutterer. He was my youngest
pupil, a broad shouldered carpenter, 20
years of age. He was exceedizgly con-
ceited and not & little vain—conceited ss
to his intellectual gifts and vain of his
fascinations with the plantation damsels.
These gnalities, however, did not pre
vent him from being a thoroughly good
fellow, and be and I were devoted
friends as long 2s he lived. But my
affection for him did not save his back
from one single stroke of the peach tree
shoot upon which I tightened my grasp
as soon as he opened fire. My way was
not to wait till the close of a session and
then mete out the sum total of meriied
castigation. In my seminary justice did
not limp. At every trip there came a
rap. Punishment trod upon the Leels
of error.

What made it specially kard on poor
Joe was that I conld not see my way to
ellowing him to stutter through a read-
inﬁ lesson,

thought it my duty to encourage
him to discard this habit. Iam afrudl
but I meant well; at any rate =
livelier theological school never adurned
the earth.

A nnmber of my students became
ministers in good stending. Some of
their views on mere morals, it is true,
were at variance . with those commonly
professed by us of the Caucasian race,
but I trust this will not be laid at my
door. For neither Xenophon nor Plato
would ever allow the sins of Alcibiades
17 e traced to the teachings of Socrates.

I wealth to the abavdoned wreteh who

Then, too, it must be remembered to my
eredit that they were ever found with
their faces set as flint when there was
question os to the fundameniel {enets of
the theclogy of their day. No one shall
ever say that Gilbert runked daneing
other than as an unperdonable sin, or
that Isaae ever held ont Liope of eternal

found comfort in whistling a jig or pat-
ting Juba, that rhythmic memory of
Africa’s snnny strand.

« Poor.Jee pever cnfered the ministry.
He Luilt houses instead. My father set
him free befora the war, At the close
of that strugele Le was not long in feel-
ing that his genius did zot find sufficient
seope in fitting joists end nailing on
shingles. He Dbecame a candidute for
the Lesislature, but before he counld

it

defeat e died. I had not seen bhim for
vears, but I feel that the world is not
quite so bright for me as if would be
were this old friend of my youth still
among men. To the last, even after I
was & max, be said that in his opinion
he was my equel in natural capacity, and
I am the last man in the world to dis-
pute the proposition or to bear him a
grudge for maintaining it. That he was
not lacking in the instivet of historical
criticism the following story will show:

Omne day, years after he hed been my
pupil, as I sat reading in our library,
Joe entered and asked me to lend hima
book.
3 «What kind of a book do you want,

oe?”

“Well, Al-m-m-marse Jack, I've been
a thinkin' I should l-l-like to read a his-
tory book.”

¢All right!” and I began mnning my
eyes along the shelves. Hume's, Ma-
caulay’s Gibbon's, Rollin’s, wonld they
snit Joe? Just then my ey=s fell upon
a large illustrated edition of “Hobinson
Crusoe.” Ihandeditio him witha steady
hand and unblushing countenance.
He took 1t with many thanks and de-
parted. A month or so afterward he
dropped in again.
«Marse J-J-Jack, ain't historiesa kind
of book what tells the truth.”
T conld not help smiling at the sim-
plicity of the question. I then explained
to him, as l'est I could, that histories
were often full of untruths touehing
things which had happened, while fiction
was often cqually full of truths as to
events that Lhad never occmrred. Robin-
son Crusoe, I explained, was fiction, but
a man so situated wounld have worn goat-
skin trousers, falked to his parrot, or
shot any cannibals that might bave cn-
deavored o rosst and devour lim. As
I went on explaining a brighter and

Enow the joys of victory or the pangs ol |

FARM TOPICS FOR THE MONTH.

Suggestions to Farmers who Wish to Make
PFarming Profituble.

A distinguished poet has made a cer-
tain young lady guite famous by having
her on a partienlar occasion to sing:

“If you're waking, call me early, call me
early, mother dear;

For I'm to be Queen o May, mother,—
T'm to be Queen o the May.”

There is not mueh poetry, and even
less romence, sbout it; but all the same
the farmer has to be called carly and to
stay late at his farm work for the next
three months if he has any hope or ex-
pectation of succeeding at his calling.
We know of no task-master more exact-
ing and uncomproiuising than the aver-
age cotton aud cornerop. Worked prop-
erly and tie husbandman will reap Lis
reward just as long as the rainbow bangs
in the Leavens or the promise of seed
time and bervest remain; mismanaged
and poorly executed work, and disap-
pointment and failure are sure to follow.
Early and properly executed work on
the crop, to many people, scems, as far
as all outward appearances go, as being
quite simple and easy, and they put this
down as one of things about farm life
that they are very familiar with, and that
they thoroughly understand.

When to strike, how to strike, and
where to strike is the veni, vidi, viei of
the farmer, and in our judgmenrtit is the
keystone o suceess or of failure; it is
the dividing line between the clodhopper
and the intelligent farmer. You may
well call this month the middle station
in the year's work. The crops are all
planted and cultivation is about to Legin
if the preparation and planting bas been
thoroughly done; then the mosttrouble-
some half of making a crop is over with.
The army is in the fleld; the ammuni-
nition is all distributed; the guns are
unlimbered, and if the General handles
the troops advantageously vietory is as-
sured; if he does not, General Green
will posscss the land; he will come, he
will see, and he will conquer.

Suppose you were to se2 a so-called
planter giving one of his tenants a pack-
age of calome], opium, quinine and a
lancet—the fcur great agentsin physie—
telling him at the same time to go down
and sec what he could do for a sick
neighbor; if the sick man died, would
you say the medicine failed?

We see, year by year, owners of the
soil giving men they call tenants land,
mules, ploughs, guano, tools and seeds,
and saying go down into my farm or
plantation, and when I come again have
my rens ready.

When vou consider this matter in

brighter light came into honest Joe's
eves, and at last he exclaimed: “Well, T
kep’ readin’ and readin’ and studyin’and |
studyin’, and at last I began to sort o
mistrust that some o” ther things warn't |
true.”

EARTHOUAKES ARE COMMON.

We Have Always Had Them and May Ex-
pect Many More.

(From the New York Tribune.) !
An educator who has given much
study to earthquakes and volecanoes is
Professor John K. Rees, of Columbia
college. EHe isa stoutly built man of
perhaps thirty-five, with a round and
chubby face, a Liack mustache and more
the air of & business man than a student.
Talking with me in the Lincoln National
Bank the other day, he remarked that in
a long series of years cach section of the
country was visited by about the same
average number of earthquake shocks.
“The reason any new shock appears
phenomenal is because the people forget
the former ones,” said the professor.
“We have kept records of shocks in
New England and the Middle States, and
find that they come year in and year out
with about the same regularity. The
shoek that are being reported from the
west appear phenomenal to the people
out there because they have no records
back of a period of forty or fifty years,
and within that period have forgotten
oceurrences of the same kind or have
failed to record them. If some old miner
is alive whose memory runs back of fifty
years he can tell them. As to the vol-
canic phenomenon in Arizona I have no
knowledge except from the newspapers.
The evidences of old voleanic eruptions

Arizona, New Mexsico, Utah and Nevada
up to Oregon. I believe they are most
namerous in Nevada.”

When asked what the relative effect
would be on New-York city of a shock
like that experiencel by Charleston,
Professor Rees replied in substance: “In
loss of life and property I should say
the disaster would be a hundred fold
greater. There is so much more prop-
erty and so many more peopleinu small
compass in this city that the resulis
would be greater in proportion. DBuild-
ings ia this city are run up to enorwmous
heights, with great sheet iron facings.
The strects, especially in the lower part
of the city, during the day time, are
erowded with people, and the faliing of
these decorative parts of structures
would be exceedingly disastrous to life
and jimb., The faet that New York
Luilding is mostly done on rock founda-
tion and that nearly all the greut strue-
tures are put together with Portland
cement instead of mortar might save the
destruetion of much valuable property,
but ull the cheaply builtstruetures would
saffer. The use of Portland cement has
made buildings so solid that they can
only be torn down by the use of explo-
sives. Even in such structures an earth-
quake like that at Charleston wonld
Dreak the window caps and lintels, and
prove very destruetive.”

————— - T —
Resources of Russin.

The understanding of people in gener-
21 is that Russin, head over hecls in
debt, finds it diticult to raise money to
keep the wheels of government moving.
The Listory of the most recent attempt
af 3t Petershurg fo raise money dis-
proves this and indicates quite a differ-
enf state of facts. It was at first pro-
posed that the new popular loan should
he abount 83,000,000,  Sobseriptions
were call for, and on the 12th ult. it was
announced tioat ten times the sum re-
quired had been offered. Three days
later dispatches from St Ietersburg
stated that the encrmous sam of 31,200,-
00,000 had Leen offered, and that the
covernment would take only 360U,000,-
700, It is worthy of being noted that
simultaneously with this loan rumors of
2 warlike nature are heard apd that a
war feeling not previously existing is

exist all along the mountain ranges in

all seriouscess and candor, are you sur-

prised that the patient—the land—is

killed, and this false tenantry system has

ruined thousunds and thousands of acres

of Southern lapd?

A_ran who proposed to go to a dis-

tant State to oversee went to Mr. Dick-

soz and asked for a receipt to furm. He|
replied: It is hard to transfer knowl-|
edge, and much harder to transfer art

and judgment; my plan is to follow the

laws thet govern the universe. Plauts

a.d animals, when assisted with art and

judgment, never will fail. This is the

science of agriculture. Study bad prac-

tice as well us good, and learn of the

latter the crrovs, that you wmay avoid

them. Read books until you become

so perfect in theory and in the use of

tools and manure that you will have

contidence and the nerve to act and act

at onece—not lose time running about to

your neighbors to see when to doathing

snd how to do it. Do not allow frost or

wet or dry weather to cause you to

doubt or dally. Fortify yourself with

books before you begin; such books as

will teach you everything necessary to

your success, and do not forget that you

can learn something from almost every

profession. Book farming means for

the farmer just what book learning does

for the lawyer, merchant or physician.

You must read and study, not only agri-

cuitural books, but all books that will

apply in any way to that profession.

You need the knowledge of a general to

enable you to discipline your laborers to

come to time, to move all at once, to

know when to charge snd when fo re-

treat. You need the knowledge of a

banker, when your money is made to

know how to investit. You want the

knowledge of a bookkeeper, that you

may keep your accounts correctly.
this many farmers fail; they fool them-
selves, not knowing how to keep debtor
and creditor accounts, get in debt and
become bankrupts before they are aware
of it. Youmust have some knowledge
of mechanies and machinery in order to
use them. If the farmer is ignoraut,
how can he instruet the laborer? You
should hove even o sutlicient knowledge
of law to know how to keep out of the
courts. You should lhove some knowl-
edge of commerce and trade, for you
Lave to buy and sell.

“How is all this to be aequired? Dy
reading and hard study, and meking an
application of the knowledge acquired.
Knowledge is power in agriculture as
well as other things. And how are you
to get knowledge? Only by reading,
study and application. With knowledge
you can use the hand as well as the
tongne more effeetively.

«The three great essentials are: First,
The theory (true plan) of farming.
Second. The art of controling labor and
executing all work to the best advantage
with least labor. Third. Last and best,
suceess depends on 2 guick perception,
wise judgment that seldom or never errs,
How is this to be aequired, exeept by
use of books in conjunction with prae-
tice?

«In conclusion, to sucseed you not
only must be superior to your laborers,
but you must be so far ahead of them
that they shall know that your plans are
wise, casy to put in practice and certain
of success. Then they will follow you
in a charge, as good soldiers will the best
of General., "Che luborer must have con-
Adenee in the man who direets, How
are ali these qualifications sceured?
Through books, Lard study, observation
and practice.” D. I, Drxeas.,

Vitality of Great Men

Is not alwuys innate or born with
them, but many instances are known
where it has been sequired by the per-
sistent and judicious use of Dr. Harter’s
Iron Tonie. =

e

if a razor, after exposure to the cold, i
pluced under @ magnifying class, the edge
seems like & saw. Dipping it in hot water
tirows the litle particles back into place,

manifesting itself at St. Petersburg.

and makes the edge smooth.

"SWORN TO LAY A GHOST.

LOVE LANE SPOOK  AGALIN
MAKES ITS APPEARANCE.

THE

The Uneanny Habitae of & Cemetery Who
Onee 3ade an Aged Darkey Fiddle for a
Devil's Dance Comes Forth and Scares
Folks.

(From the New York star.)

Onee again spooks bave made their
debut in Love Lane, and the supersti-
tious citizens, particnlarly those of the
colorado maduro brand, who reside
within the bailiwieks of New TUtrecht
and West Tlatbush, L. I, near the
sonthwestern  border of Greenwood
Cemetery. aad who are compelled to
pass that marble eity after dark, never
consider themseives i full dress unless
they have a pocketfnl of brick or wear
carbines with flues like water mains.

If the neighboring darkeys axe to be
belicved, the spook can only be seen at
midnight. At a recent meeting of the
New Utretelh Watermelon Coterie, Puan-
try and Vestry, held near Farmer Ber-
ry’s chicken preserve, eight of the mem-
bers testified that they bad timed the
speetre by their watches. One of the
secretaries, who is assistant organist and
plays the chimes in the local colored
chureb, and whose word is fully as good
as Iis bond, said that he was the only
man in the club whose watch was fit for
anything but 2 tobacceo box, as it was the
only one that contained any intestines,
but that the others had the time of the
appearance of the spook down fine. He
was with the others when they saw the
spirit, and thiey all got so frightened that
his watch stopped. He said that he was
the first man home that night, as the
others forgot where they lived.

It is 2 difficult task to make the aver-
age colored citizen of the King's county
towns believe that the present spook is
not the same that is said to have appear-
ed to the oldest of them in their younger
days. Love Lane, which borders the
Greenwood fence, has o legend to this
effect: Long, long ago an aged darkey,
who had been performing as an execu-
tive orchestra at a husking bee in Gowa-
nus, was returning home during the dis-
mal hours of the morning. He had
nearly reached the old toll gate, when
Satan climbed over the fence or through
it, and compelled the aged fiddler to
play for him. The orchestr: turmed
pale ineh by incli, and his bhair visibly
unkinked, until his hat looked as if it
were built on stilts, Dut still be was com-
pelled to secrape away for dear life.
When his Satanic majesty had his savage
breast sufliciently soothed he wound up
the matinee by dancing a breakdown,
and, dashing lis hoof against a near by
bowlder, disappeared in a spiral cloud
of suiphurous smoke.

The stone is there yet, and the hoof-

print is still an awe-inspiring sight to

the children and meny of the older peo-|
ple of the towns. The weird and
erceting stone is shunned after dark, end |
there are many who will tell you that

his Majesty holds picnies there at about

this season every year. He never ap-

pears in winter or summer, probably

beeause of his aversion fo extreme colld

or diluted neat. Itisa shuddery spot,

to say the least.

W:thin the past few weeks the spook

has reappeared on the scene of its old-

time orgies, and has been seen by severul
citizens whose words can be relied upon,
although they take no stock in the super-
natural. A well known resident of the

Eighth ward, whose place of business is

near the Fifth avenue entrance to

Greenwood, saw the vision one night

last week. He was driving past the

Fort Hamilton avenue entrance to the

cemetery when the spectre showed up,

causing his horse to shy. The spook
appeared to come directly through the
fence, in which there was no opening.

It passed immediately in front of the

Lorse, which suddenly stopped and re-

fused to budge. The gentleman risked

a shot at it. The discharge was greeted

with a hollow, chuckling Iangh, and the

centleman started his horse on a dead
run toward home. He says that the
figure or whatever it might have been

AT- |

In | had a dark cloak on and wore horns.

William Pye, who wes formerly a
stockholder under the old fashioned
track sheds in the gin and tansy days of
the turf, but who is now a junk numis-
matist through the country towns, is
emphatic in his assertion that he has
seen the spook on several occasions., He
remembers the old legend of Love Lane,
and saxs he can bring scores of eitizens
who have since indnlged in involuntary
intreductions to his spookship. Numer-
ous othier residents of the neighborhood
are willing to lestify to a like encounter.

A resident of Windsor terrace in West
Flatbush also saw the ‘“‘thing,” apd says
that it was garbed in black, wore borns
and had hoofs. He says that he was re-
turning home the other night and when
near the “Devil's Stone” the vision ap-
peared to rise up out of the ground im-
medintely in front of him.

“[ was almost searcd to death,” he
said, “‘but plucking up courage I threw
a stone at it. The stone went clear
through it and I could see the hole it
made.”

This last assertion may be something
of an exaggeration due fo iright as the
gentleman admits he was so scared that
he lost his hat and was in such a hurry
that e didx’t stop to pick it up.

A South Brooklyn tlorist whose busi-
ness interests in the cemetery will not
permit of Lis nume being used said:

“There's something strange on the
other end of the cemetery, but I can't
explain it. I've seen it mysel, and so
lmve o number of my friends. I think
possibly it is somebody who is endeayor-
ing to play 2 prank on the weak-minded.
A party of us are going to solve the mat-
ter some night this week, and we expect
omie fun,  If it is a spirit it will stand
10 chenee with us as we are used to
-pirits.  Yes, I have heard of the Devil's
stode and the legion conneeted with it
Who hasn't? We always let the stone
have the road sll to itself after dark
when T wasa boy.”

Lively times are ahead for the spook
when the party, which will be composed

»f & vumber of Eighth ward politicians
and Lusiness men, make the proposed
raid some night this weck.

Many of the d_r-c:saj- new hats and bon-
nets are trimmed entirely withribbon.,

| toilets which struck us as particularly|

| intimation as to the permanent coursc of

BILL ARY TALKS.

HIis on Slavery-—-Judge Iirnm

IWarner.
(From the New York Tribune.}

A quaint and pleasant talker of the old
school is Major Smith—+Bill Arp"—of
Atlanta, Ga., who was here the other
day to deliver a lecture. The Major was
a slaveholder in his younger days, hav-
ing received three faruilies of negroes,
some twelve persons in ull, as the wed-
ding portion of his wife. In talking
about the slave guestion, he said: **Zhis
talk that the South lost S0C,000,000 by
the emancipation prociamation is all
nonsense. I am prepared to show that
the South did not lose a dollar. Tn 2l
my expericnce as a slave-owner, if I

ver made o doller by their labor 1 do
not know it. We got their labor in ex-
change for their food and their clothing,
the rearing of the young and caring for
the old. We get their lubor for the same
price now without having the burden of
responsibility for the young and the
aged and the sick. We used to pay their
doctors’ bills; now they pay their own.
The difference is already seen from the
fact that many men are accumulating
wealth through the employment of ne-
groes who never got abead a dollar in
the slave days, although they were own-
ers of many slaves.”

In chatting about Northern men

Views

ern men had gone into the South to
make their homes there during the
slavery period who attained distinction.
Among others he cited Judge Hiram
Warner, a native of Vermont, who oc-
cupied the highest judicial position in
the State of Georgia on the bench of
the Supreme Court for thirty-seven
years, ‘It isa curious phase of human
nature,” said Major Smith, “that as old
age comes creeping on the incidents and
scenes of boyhood come impressively to
the mind, It wasso with Judge War-
ner. I remember talking with him in
Lis old days, when he told me he was
going to Vermont to sec again the green
hills and the wooded slopes and the trout
streams and the trees under which he
basked in his boyhood days. He De-
came & part of the South, but he had
not forgotten his old home in the
North.”

——
Chat With the Ladies.

Pompadour silks are recommended for |
dress frocks for young girls. i
The safest colors for cheap portieres
are olive-green and brick red. !
Wide Directoire reversappear on many |
of the imported Freneh frocks. i
Apple green and chestnut bronze is a/
color combination favored in Paris, I
Short backs and long front tabs arc
the distinguishing marks of new wraps.

Long flots of ribbon give dccorative|
effect to black and colored lace over-

drosses.

_India silks and foulards will be the

rivals of China silks and pongees this

BCASOL. 1

We have taken note of some children’s |

tasteful. |

Combination costumes are not so much |
worn as usual. Silk is made up by itself |
and woolens also. E
Thin silks mived with tulle and lisle|
for evening wear are very popular addi- l
tions to o summer wardrobe. i

The favorite color for graduation|
gowns are rose, blue, Nile green, and, oii'
course, heliotrope. |
Indoors little girls wear frocks in the
shape of a pelisse, lcose and straight in
front. and completed at the back Ly a
plait in the skirt let in between - two
geams, A silk cord or ribbon sash goes
round the waist.

Fine woolen tissues are streaked with
silk or a lighter shade, forming stripes
or squares, and & small pattern of silk
dots, clover lzaves, or small tlowerets of
silk, imitating exbroidery relief, is seat-
tered all over upou the dark ground.

Extremely pretty capotes for the
spring are composed of birds' wings.
Sometimes the wings are dyed of all|
colors; sometimes they are left of their
own natural tint; they cover the capote |
almost entirely, with the exception of =
?::él puffing of silk or crape at the

Some of the new wool novelties have
woolen grounds in light or dark shades
of pure colors, on which in high relief
are lines of plush and frise flower de-
signs in natural colors and realistic to a
degree in treatment. These goods are
high priced, and intended only ior paris
of plain wool costumes.

TWhile combinations of plain and fancy
figured goods, often in strongly con-
trasted colors, remain extremely popu-
lar, many handsome dresses are made of
the same color throughout, but of two
fabrics, and for thesc refined toilets cx-
quisitely fine cashmere and moire are
especially favored.

In the new faney woolen materials in-
troduced for the spring and summer |
season we remark that small white pat-
terns very frequently oceur. In some
fabries irregular white stripes torm &
sort check pattern, in others large white
dots are scattered over plain or striped
colored grounds.

Costumes of imperial serge, camel’s
hair, vigogne, tricot cloth and of fice
canvas patterned fabrics, without limit,
will be in great demand, made up in
combination with velvet-striped fabries
of every description, or with skirt and
bodice trimmings of faney colored sutin
surgh, figured with quaint geometric
and

In the Sandown mantles of cloth a
corbeille clieek in tones of fleldmouse
has its cape sleeves defined by a braid|
about .five inches in width mm u durk]
shade of brown. This bordering band
is drawn over the shoulder in folds, sug-
gestive of braces, then carried in tlatness
over the back to terminete on the skirt!
with a cluster of rich and massive pusse-
menterie balls,

The novelties in lace fickus might be
tersely described as an ingenions manip-
alation of squares. Ench oneis due to
a small bandkerchief of that form, either
in eream or ecru, the surface of which
is almost covered by open work em-
broidery or lace. These ha:Jkerchiefs
are folded so as to give a different shape
and appearance to each corner, and this,
with the assistance of ribbon, is achieved
so effectively that the four corners often
appear completely disconnected,

Mejor Smith remarked that many North- |

THEINTER-STATE COMMISSION.

An Linportant Letter Defining the Powers
of the Commission s to Certnin Cases.

The Inter-State Commission has made
|lmhlic an important letter addressed to
[ the Minnesota & Northwestern Railroad
Company, defining the powas of the
comrmission as fo cortain cases and ex
plaining why it is found impossible to
accede at once to the urgent appeal of
the road for relief from the long and
short hanl elause of the law.

The letter, written by Cha'rman
Cooley, says 1t is generally accepted that
the fourth seetion was designed to es-
tablish the general law that more must
not be eharged for o shorter than for a
longer banl and to permit exceptions
in speeiel nnd peculiar ecses only. Before
the passage of the law railroads were the
sule Judges as to what circumstances or
conditions justified such practice and
the law evidently meant to take this dis-
cretionary power out of the hands of the
railroads and was passed in the Dbelief
that incidental injuries resulting from
its enforecement would be more than
offset by advantages in the interest of
the public good. The commission is as
much bound by the law as are the car-
riers, and has power of diserimination
only so far as it is its duty to do. The
law contemplates that there may be
some special cases in which general good
requires suspension,  But such cases are
| obviously exceptional ones. Special and
| peculiar cireumstances and where only
general causes operate the general law
shall be left to its general course, Low-
ever serious may be the consequence to
particular roads. The law makesit clear
that any suspension granted must be
after an investigation, satisfying the
commission of the peculiar and exeep-
tioral eircumstances rendering it neces-
sary. The jurisdietion of the commis-
sion was meaut to be closely restricted
and it can graant no suspension simply
on the apprehension that enforcement
would prove harmfol or upon the uu-
established assertion that it has done so.
| Congress must necessarily have realized
| that some disturbanees and injury would
be caused by the law and Congress slone
can be looked to for the remedy or
modifications. The claim that the com-
mission hag power to suspend the clause
| which were evil consequences are found
 gives the commission general dispensing
{ power inconsistent with sound principles
of government and of which Congress
aave no Lint.  If the clause in its gener-

| al operation proved generally and equal-

Iy misclieveous on all directions, the
commission, instead of baving greafer
power to suspend, would be deprived ot
power for the reason thaf there wounld
be no exceptional cases for it to act npon
and thercfore none coming witkin its
diseretionary autnority. Dut there are
of conrse exeeptional exses and itismade
the duty of the commission to deterine
what these are,  This wust be done by
the investigution upon which the com-
mission has enfered.  Whers an applica-
tion for temporery suspension isbused on
such general principles thatmany others
would haveto follow, the commission has
best reasons for declining to grant i
The letter is not designed to give any

the commission, as no policy has been
determined upon. The commission de-
clares its regret that any injury is in-
tlicted by the law and promises to give
such complaints proper consideration,
e

TIMOUTHY AND CLOVER

Questions About Them Answered by an
Eaperienced Unltivalar
RipeevinLe, Concerox Co., 8. C., ¢
April 25, 1837, §

Hox. A. P. Brreen, Commissioner—

Will you kindly enswer the following:

1st. Cen timothy and red clover, such
as is grown furthier North, be suceessful-

grown herc?

9d. Should they be plented in Fall or
Spring?

3d. What manures would you recom-
mend for them?

4th. Should they be grown together
or separately to secure best resuits or

1f they can be prown, I wish to expe-
riment fully, and if results arce satisiac-
tory, plant them extensively for hay.

1 am not well enongh aequainted with
this scetion to know, but from what I
can sce, it appears that these grasses
should be emitivated lere, and thereby
save the freights on hay from distant
points. .

1 you will kindly give me all necessa-
ry information on the subjeet, you will
greatly oblige, yours truly,

C. H, MorrzrT,

Questions like the above very ire-
quently come up for decision. In local-
Hes where the fimothy and red clover
grow suceessiully, they are of such great
value to the farnung interests that only
repeated failures can deter those who
Lave: known them elsewhere.  Our
conutry comprises a vast extent through
many degrees of lsutude and grest Jdi-
versity of soil and elimate, It cannot be
reasonably expected  thut throughout
these varying conditions any particular
agricultural product conr b saceessially
cultivated. The gra 1 elover (what
are zenerally known as the agricultural
grusscs) eannob be profebly grown iu
the lower portions of vur State.  They
have often been tl‘i-’.‘d, and in g:zr;h:s:
spots and other favored leealities may
suceced tolerably well, but they ean
never be nsed for field eulture or for
s areas.

ture is very bountiful, and leaves

pn nuesrad for aad witheut its
cquivalents. Along the sandy belt of
low country of this Staie, of Georgly
and Florida, the grasses and clovers of
more Northern latitudes cannot be sue-
cessfully cultivated, but we have excel-
lent substitutes in the cow reaand vetel:
for hay or for soiling, also the millets

and sorghuwms for the same purpose or|

for the silo, Bermuda grass and Mean:
arass for permanent pasturage and for
nay, and the annnal erab grass and crow-
foot, both of which make the very best

of hay. ]
These ave some of our substifutes.
Jach and eve Adon is Dlessed by =

tiful Providence, the part
lom to reke use of those products
we best adapted to ench region
to 5{r:_‘[gglu ‘J.S“‘IT'J st unnatural

whi
rather {in

" KELLY OX THE SOUTH.

HE RECORDS HIS OBSERVATINS OF
PROGRESS IN THIS SECTION.

The Pennsylvanla Congressman Predicts’a
Great Future for Us--He Calls it a “New
South.”

Congressmen Kelly, of Pennsylvania,
who has just retnrned to Washington
from en extended tour through some of
the Southern States, begun last March,
in an interv®w with a Star reporter,
records his observations of progress ip
that section of the country and predicts
a great future for the New Sonth. M.
Relly said: “In 1873, when I visited
Florida, the people there seemed to be
without hope or aspiration, but for the
last six or seven years the State has
taken a position in the first ranks of the
New South. The people are energetic
and confident of the future. From Kes-
seminie City and Rock Ledge, I visited
farme on the lands reclaimed by the
Drainage Company on native alluvial
tields and after a carelul ims]':eecﬁon, I
am prepared to say that Florida is
destined to a higher rank among the
agricultural States of the Union.  The
rich =il is being intelligently cultivated
with great profit. ‘hen I {eﬁ. Florida
it was for a seas.n of rest at Anniston,
Ala., one of the new ecities that has
grown up in the migeral regions. From
Anniston I made excursions o other
towns in Alabama and in Georgia. After
& month’s stay at Anniston, I turned my
steps toward Tennessee, ten days
most pleasantly at South Pitisburg,
which as Anniston has just dome, will
soon surprise the country by establish-
ing itself as an industrial centre of large
proportions and great activity. Every
where throughout the mineral regions of
the South enterprise and prosperity are
moving hand in hand, nor is this pros-
perity of the New South confined to its
mineral regions, though the poverty and
listless which characterized the poor
people of the old South, still prevail to
g lflintslildmme ﬁ;&cnt. In iher cotton

elds there is a large boom of enterprise
and imdrovement which is rapidly cur-
ing that. Those which have caught the
spirit of progrezs do not longer plow
their fields with single mule plows.

They have learned the value of deep

plowing and of following the chill plow
by 2 heavy subsoil plow. They continue
to grow some cotton, but not open the
surface of exhausted fields, and they
diversify their crops. 1 am speaki

now of the progressive agriculturists—
the representatives of the New South.

Instead of one crop of cotton they have

fields of wheat, rye, clover and other

crops. And to save their old time

“guano” bills, as they call bills for man-

ufactured fertilizers, they twrn unnder
grain crops and aid that with manure
from stock and well fed herds of cattle,

©The great boom of the South is near
at hand, and it will not be confined fo
the mineral regions of that richest sec-
tion of the country, but it will include
the agricultural regions as well.”

In response to questions Judge Kelly
said that the evidences of pro, ive
farming were not contined to any State
or county, but were vzsible in places all
over the State. In the vicinity of the
rapidly developing mineral regions, he
says, the farms ere models of good man-
agement and thrift, Within four miles
of Anniston, Ale., he saw some of the
tinest herds of Jersey cattle and one of
the largest and cleanest dairies he had
ever inspected. It was built up and
owned by & native of Alabama. Near
Rome, Ga., be saw herds of cattle and
dairies that would do credit to Pennsyl-
vania or New Youk.

Justice Woods' Successor.

In connection with the probable choice
of a suecessor to the late Justice Woods,
oy the Unitea States Supreme Court, it
is remarked that some of the candidates
already named will probably be handi-
capped by the fret that they are from
States which now have one or more rep-
resentatives on the supreme bench, and
o candidate from a State having no such
representative will most likely be pre-
ferred. While Justice Woods lived
Obio had three of her sons in the Su-
preme Court—the Chief Justice and
Justices Matthews and Woods, thongh
the latter nominally was appointed from
the South, where he had lived buf a
brief time before his elevation fo the
highest of our judicial tribunals. So
Ohio is not likely to be favored again,
which will count Judge Headly out. Of
the other associate 1ustices the senior,
Judge Miller, is from Iown; the next,
Justice Iield, from California; Justice
Bradley, from New Jersey, Justice Har-
lan, from Xentucky, Justice Gray, from
Mussachusetts and Justice Blatehford
from New York, The South alone of
all sections of our conntry being entirely
unrepresented, many think a candidate
from uny part of the South, Kentucky
excepted—Dbecause that State already has
u representative on the Supreme Court
bench in Judge Harlan—is most likely
to be the successful one.

Four of the present judges—the Chief
Justice, Justices Miller, Field and
Bradicy—are now old enough to be
eligible for retirement whenever they
feel disposed to profit by the law per-
witting ther to retire on full salary.
Exeept the four named and Justice
Harlun, who is now but 54 years of age,

none of the present justice have served
us long as ten years. Chief Justice
“Waite und Justices Miller and Yield are
each (1 years old, and Justice Bradley
18 74,
———— -
The Southern Presbyterinns.,

The (eneral Assembly of the South-
ern  Presbyterinn Church met at the
urand Avenue Church in St. Louis on

{ Thursday. Dr. Bryson, of Huntsville,

Ala., the retiving Moderator, cpened the
sescion by a sermon, At the close of
ese exoreises oflicers were elected for
tie cusuing yesr. Dr. Strickler, of
\tlanta, was elected Moderator. The

H. W. RaveExEL.

Yoeung and middle aged men sullering
from pervous debility, pedaature old age,
loss of wemory and kinadg symploms
shiould send 10 cents in sm::;k,;or arge
illnstrated treatise suggesting sure 8 )
cure. World's Dispensary Medical Asso-
ciation, Bufialo, N. Y.

conditions,

session then adjourned to give the
Moderator time to make up his commit-
tees. This session will endeavor to
nuite the assemblies of the North and
South.
— e e ———

*sShe is not of my set,” said the old hen,
a:élc chiased a strange chicken out of the
yard.



