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Literature and Art
In Historic Newberry

(By W. P. Houseal.)

, neigibering communi.ivg
i Interest in the drama in the "30s en-
{1isted a numbler of the eading eiti-
zens, who formed a society tor the
entertainment of the town, which then
had scarsly more than 700 or So0f
Cinhabitants The organizatien was
| called tibe Thespian club, and it pre-
. serted the shakesprarian drama in its
own hall which .hen occupied the site
i of the office on the ccrner of Tollege
| (or Adams) and Boyce streets. Thes-
' pian hall was burned in the fire of

t[ime makes no alteration for the
truth of things. So when one¢ begins
a record of impressions and incidents
connecred
vaticn, things are still the same they
are no allowance whatever being made
wheilier things be past, present or to
come. One is supposed to have due
reverence for thirgs of the past, so
that things present or things to come
may always receive unbiased judg-
ment. The celebration of the fiftieth
anniversary of a newspaper which is
the successor of several journals
which had previous existence in New-
berry furnishes an occasion for some
ren;ini.tcegvxs of times when men and
taings were true in Newberry. The
living, moving factors of former days
have made the history of Nawberry in-
teresting and- attractive to one who
would review the past, and in no
spheres more truly than in the field of
literature angd the fine arts.

The work of the artisan precedes in
the progress of civilization the profes-
sion ot the artist. Each of these fac-
ios in Newberry have performed well
in their spheres. So it is the purpose
of these reminiscences to deal with
the culture and literary features of
life in Newberry as it existed in the
period of the writer's boyhood and in
the days Newberry's
laid the fcundations
strong taat a more intelligent and cul-
tivated community has not been de-
veloped elsewhere in the Palmetto
commonwealth.

The writer’s introduction to one of
these periods—this article will not ob-

when

with experience or obser-|

pioneers
so good and.

;.Tune 8. 1866. Tais fire also destroyed

. £ | the office of The H.ra'd. The Thespian
markab’e for the separation of the: . .b maintained a high reputation in
:il%t‘.l.!lhrr.\' OF Tue Jnior classiio ﬁmShJ the character of its rendition of the
Fulie B aRsduca ol elsewhere—0. Lu.{s..n,  Prominent citizens again
E:L'hl.‘]l]p(‘l"l at Copenhagen, _Wllllam; formed the Thespian club and revived
flaym- }‘.ea\'ell at Oxfonil. Miss, a'nd!intere:'-'t in the drama, with their hail
James Elon Houseal at Walhalla. :over iayes & Martin's (now J. T.

The court room was always graced Mayes & Co.) stere. As in the old

by an audience which represented the| Thespians, some of the best histrionie
intel igence of Newberry, when the: talent was included in its renditions of
collage came backfi from 1878 to 1881, jecitimate drama.
;:md thence forward 'fhe Opef'a house | It was in .January, 1875, that the
secame the center of the display of . .h was first visited by a theatrical
the culture and literary talent of the! . ;\oapv with three consecutive per-
town. Only one of the participants |
who were officially connected with the
building and dedication of the opera |
house are now living, and a brief ref-,
erence to that occasion, which took
place on February 24, 1882, will doubt-!
lessly be interesting.

Music formed a prominent feature
of the order of dedication. A great
man has said that music is the art of
of the prophets—the only art that can
calm the agitations of the soul. It is
also one of the most wonderful gifts:
of providence. Some of the present
day Newherrinns remember the bean-'
tiful music rendered at the dedication
of the opera house under the direction
of Mrs. F. 0. Bailey, the talenied in-
structor of this beautiful art in the
Newberry Female academy. Mrs, Bai-
ley was assisted by Mrs. Warren Davis
i of Charleston. Judge Y. J. Pope wat
i master of ceremonies. One of the mos{
| brilliant men of the town wrote the!
| dedicatory ode. Charles Gustav Jaeg-!
| er, author of the ode. He was a native
'of Germany, but had come to New-
_berry from Laurens. He was also a

' which ig affecting ‘itally its very ex-
ictence. It is a pity that such a vehicle
for the develepment of a high degree
o! intellectual aitainment should have
dezenerated with sueh rapidity in a
o neration.

Time can not make things more trur:;F
thap ther were at the beginning. It
is true that time and thought extended |
themselves more in the periods em-;
iraced so far in these random notes|
than is bestowed in similar irlstames-J
at the present day. We live in an elec- !
tric-impel’ed aze and intellectuality !
is forced inio the same groove as the |
commodity called modern progress. |
" he mirrored past is a form of useful |
rotrospect. The writer aones t?‘ﬂ[‘“‘-]
berrians of today will maintain their|
reputation as a cultured community by
training the rising generation in fhp|
t~nets of the pioneers in intellectual |
achievements. |

Newberry must be praised for her%

noble efforts in always Kkeeping the |

torch of knowledge arter the town had |
waen inecorporated until the Newberr? |
Male academv was founded in 1806 hy
the liberal subseriptions of ner citi-
‘zong This school was always famous
for the men whom it introduced into
the public life of the state and the
,nation. Tt was merged with Newberry
enllege in 1858, Iis lasi site (Haleyon
iCrove, in the rear of the residence of
James M. Bowers) was the scene of
thte martyrdom of the ga’lant Texan.
‘Calvin Crozier. in May, 1865, whose !
~memory Newherry hae preserved in |
‘purity and valor on a marble shait.
The academy was nractically re-
cepened in December, 1868, and con-
dueted one vear by Carpt. A. P Pifer
in the Raptist church annex. Nex} in
its own building, in 1870, on west Har-
rington street, with J. €. Hardin of
acter, William M Brooks of (Chapel
Hill, N. C.. and R. H. Clarkson of Co-
lumbia, as prineipals, who were foi-
'owad hv James P. Kinard (now pres-
ident of Anderson college). John P.
Glasgow of Texas and Miss Willie
nzhy (now Mrs. S. C. Byrd) of Co-
Inmhia. Thne separate existence of
Newberry Male academy ceased with
the ectahlichment of the graded schools

|
|
|
}

[
Alale academy again occupied the Ha}'-!fronting cn the latter after the de-

cvon Grove building, and the Female! struction of Dr. Thompson’s residence.
academy, removed from place to place,| This building was Dr. Thompson’s
ccased its existence, with the estab-kitchen. It survived two other fires,
lishments of the graded schools, in |but was burned in the fire of Marca
(he building which Mr. Joseph Mann {30, 1907. As a boy it thrust itself
koveht and converted into his resi-i upon my sight every time 1 looked to-
dence. fward town from the eminence of Col-
One of the buildings first used to|lege hill. Now it no doubt entwines
accommodate a portion of the pupils |its associations in the memories of
. S o 'many more Newberrians. It was 2
of the hewly organized graded schools{ . 4:.ct puilding, but would now be
in 1890 will always be remembered |considered very pretentious for a
with peculiar interest by the Writer.!yitchen. It was one of the old South-
He first saw it standing out against | ern style kitchens when it served
the horizon on the morning after the[savory food for the guests of the big
e B Rt Lo o e
il o . W L ; :
Jones’ MNierv stables, on the block| This purvevor of sustenance of the
bounded by Thompson, Adams (Col-
legze), Harripgton and Main streets,

(Continued to Page 1)

TheNew Bargain Store

Christmas Announcement

We now have on hand a large stock of Shoes,
Clothing, Dry Goods, and Notions. And also a nice
line Skirts and Waists and Children’s Dresses.

We urge you to make your selections while this
stock is fresh and complete. Do not wait until the

last moment to do your shopping.

serve the rules of chronology—in the ! musician, and as linquist wrote fifteen .
development of cultured community|languages and spoke many of those he
is coincident with toe founding of Thel sould write. Others on the stage of
Herald and News, and he can not speak : action included Dr. Geo. W. Holland,
from personal knowledge beyond that!representing the college; Capt. A, P.
time. It was during the commence- | Pifer, representing the Newberry Fe-
ment exercises of the college con-! male academy; Capt. O. L. Schympert,
ducted by the Rev. Mr. Zealy that he|the Newberry Thespian club; tne
first received the impression that N’ew-i mayor of the town, Jordan P. Pool, and
berry deserved to be known as a com-| the aldermen, James Y. McFall, D. W.
munity of culture and refinement. This | T, Kibler, Geo. A. Langford, D. M.
was in June, 1866. He remembers that

the orchestra, in part. was composed |

of three leading citizens—one a pro-
fessional musician, F. Werber, Sr.; a
physician (also 2 writer of high order),
Dr. O. B. Mayer, Sr.; *he third a prom
inent merchant, John B. Carwile. The
Newberry Female college wag con-
ducted in the residence now owned by

Dr. J. K. Gilder, and its commence-
‘ment exercises were most interesting

occasions. The old court house was

toe place of assembly for all similar:

occasions, including the final com-
mencement of Newberry college in
June. 1868, before it removal to Wal-

| Ward (the only survivor).,

One of the most notable occasions
in which the people assembled in the
overa house was the memorable serv-
ice to the president of the Southern
ries in a manner befitting their im-
appropriate tributes were spoken by
Jas. F. J. Caldwell, Esq., Rev. E. P.
McClintock and Rev. J. S. Cozby,

These occasions are typical of sim-
ilar assemblages in which the people
were accustomed to observe anniversa-
ries in a manner befiitting their im-
portance. In this respect the town
and county has a written history that

formances., and six performances on
a return

all who sought admittance. It is a
remarkable faci that a play, “Sam’l
of Posen, or- the Commercial Trav-
eler” whaich made its author a mil
lionaire, was first produced in Thes-
pian hall, in Newberry. When M. B.
Curtis. its author, arrived in town

billed for ancther plar, his leading!
‘supporter was taken sick, and be sub- |

stituted “Sam’l of Posen” for the regu-
lar bill. It was a success. S0 a New-
berry audience thoughtf, and a New-
berry audience has alwass been capa-
ble of judging in such matters. Mr.
Curtis went to New Yerk with nis
newly discovered success and it had
a continuous “four hundred nights”
in the metropolis.

The remark is pertinent that present
day theaters must either be placed
upon a higher plane or succumb to its

vigit the following week.!
Thespian hal! could not accommodate :

in 1890 This date brinzs the educa- | Our motto is quick sales and. small profits. *

tional period wiukin the memory of
,ite largsr portion of the present gen-
aration in Newberry. How the years
Six-vear-0'ds who were the first
5:)11pils of the greded schools have tak-
sn oa the resrensibilities of mature
thought and life’s experience some fime
|ago—in the case of some of his friends
iamong the fairer sex he could scarce-
iIv be expected to tell the exact lapse
| of vears!

iWhile in the graded school system
| Newberry has provided for the educa-
| tional i{raining of both the boys and!
zirls, it must not be supposed, in the
absence of any exact historical record
to the contrarv, in the establishment
of the Male academy early in the his-
itor,v of the town that means for the
leducation of her girls nad not also |
heen provided. The Newberry. Female"
academy must have been founded
about 1830. It occupied buildings once |
variously located—at one time in Hal-:
iecyon Grove, when the Male academy
{ had been removed elsewhere, The

‘naes!

| DAITCH BROS

Bargain Store
1006 Main St., Nev‘qberry.’ |

halla. That commencemen: wag re- is unexcelled in detail by any of her ; parasite, the moving picture ﬂlm,‘i
|
@ DG BB PO PE RO CB DL OPONOIP PSP OTOd B B R e {
% : 3 -l _
‘ TO THE PUBLIC
@ ®
; UR Fall sales up to now  : | .k
i 1 i ] ® ° :
: Shite U W S M The Farmers Oil Mill
ey

OO D@ @l @MM@%%@'&’@*&@!{*@'{*@%‘@*@’:’(‘»'{4@;&‘%@—}-@4‘@o§©{.@0}®.§. @.{,@9‘, @il

the history of this house

The Reason

EST values on earth in theway
of Men’s and Boys’ Suits, Hats

Overcoats, Shoes, Underwear

Ladies’ and Children’s Coats,

Shoes, Etc.

While others are talking quality Morris guarantees it

?
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L. MORRIS

“The Store of Satisfaction’
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ANTS to buy your cotton seed and
seed cotton.. We have a gin plant

of 75 bales capacity, an up-to-date 01l
Mill, an Ice Plant as good as the best; a

ROLLER MILL OF THE
LATEST MAKE

E want to sell you cotton seed, meal
and hulls; your ice and coal; your
flour, graham flour, corn meal and home
ground grits. Try our products and see if

you cannot be pleased.

Respectfully
J. H. Wicker, Mgr.




