
purchases were made, they could convenientlycollect the rabates. This
client of mine said that the particular
method which it was proposed to be

* pursued was as follows:

"That he should file his hid on hulK

goods. (Here the plan was outlined
showing how much rebate was to be

given and the price to be charged.)
"Felder said that he adviSed his

. rtU n nrtTYihina-
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tion would be an infraction of the
criminal law of South Carolina.

» "Later the client, Felder said, returnedand said that Biease and Evans
desired a conference to prove to him

(Felder) that it would not be an in-
* fraction of tile law to enter a wjufiliationof such nature. I

Says Rebates Paid.
"My information," continued Felder,

"is that after my client declined the

proposition, these two honorable gen- j
tlemen applied to the wholesale house
of Blumentlial & tJiCKert ana maae

that arrangement with them, and that
thereafter they made a visit to Atlanta,where Monroe Bickert, in accordancewith the contract, paid rebates

> to H. H. Evans and to his counsel.
"One other incident that I may men

tion in passing," said Felder, 4<was
during one of these periodical visits

for the purpose of making collections,
this being rather a sh?.dv transaction
the collectors of rhe eraft adopted the
rule of getting their rebates in cur-

rency and not in checks Mr. Monroe

Bickert went down to the bank ar.d

brought up four $1,000 bills and baud%
ed them over to the Hon. H. H. Evans,
a gentleman that I undertook to buy

(we come to that later) and with his

usual quiet, dignified vay said 'wiia<" j
"* will I do with these yel'ow backs?']

there ain't a man ;n South Carolina
that wih know what tiies* bills are.'"

Felder said that Monroe Bickert j
had told him that this transaction ac-

" A
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- Felder read a copy of a lTtter, the

original of which w is ma ie to At-'

v torney Genueral Lyon, concerning
Blease and the late State dispensary.
The letter follows:

Blease RepreseutP^ Lstnnliaii?
"Atlanta, Ga., March 29, 1912.

"Mr. T. B. Felder, Atlanta, Ga..
Dear Sir: On Wednesday, the 13th
inst, I visited the city of Albany, and

* -while there net Mr. B. M. Wilson and
%

had a long talk with him in regard to

dispensary matters in the State of
^outh Caroilna. He stated to me that
s-t ~>w.. liies lrnn-a-lfirJcrp that
11 UCHJJ.C YY IUim uia auv .. ^vuBv

"Cole. L. Blease, now governor of the
State had represented, while a State
senator, Lanahan & Co., liquor dealers,
of the city of Baltimore, and had made

large sales to the board of directors,
consisting of H. H. Evans, L. W. Boy-

- kin and John Bell Towill; that in con-

sequence of certain dissatisfaction,
arising in the matter of paying rebates
to the board of directors, it was

decided that instead of continuing to

pay rebates through Blease to the
board, that the rebates as agreed to
l>etween Blease and the board should
be paid through the said B. M. Wilson
and that was accordingly done.

"Trv further rrmrprsatinri with the

said B. M. Wilson, Wilson stated to
me that when the bill was introduced
in the South Carolina legislature to

abolish the dispensary and for an investigationof the system, that the
said Cole. L. Blease, now governor of

^ r«« .4-1- /->i
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plan to defeat all pending legislation
affecting the dispensary, both as to its
abolition and investigation. The plan
-as outlined by Blease was as follows:

"Certain liquor dealers were to
raise the sum of $25,000 and pay the
same over to Blease, then a membei
of the State senate. This money was

to be used by him with the members
->f the legislature to defeat all legisla-
tion affecting the dispensary. It was

farther understood and agreed that
after the defeat of the legislation as

aforesaid was compassed, that a syndicate,composed of the said Bleas^
.Nick Block, of Macon, and others.

^
should in consideration of tne contr

ibution that they made, control the entireliquor and beer business with
the State dispensary, dividing equally
the profits thereof.
-Wilson further stated that the plan

formulated by BTease to compass a

defeat of pending legislation micar-

riti, for the reason that Nick Block,
of Ivlacon, who was one of the syndicate,stated that the amount proopsed
to be raised was out of all reason a

that the same results could be accomplishedupon the expenditure of the
«nm of s? pioft. Yours very trulv.

Smith D. Pickett."
(Original mailed the Hon. J. Fraser

Lyon).
Felder read the following statement

as given him by "Wilson," Burns'
man Bailey:

Statement of Burns* Man.
"During the time that Cole. L.

Blease represented Newberry county
~'1 *1 « K.r

* in. tne state senate, a gtunciuau uj

the name of W . Charleton Wright,
who came from Savannah, Ga., whose

I brother was division superintendent
of one of the railroads, perhaps the

Seaboard Air Line, with headquarters
in Columbia, and who came to Columbiaas private secretary of P. I. Wells,
superintendent of the Southern, was

transferred from that position to the

position as private secretary of the

general counsel of the Southern railroad.
"Mr. W. Charlton Wright was interviewedat length, at the city of Columbiaand he discussed conditions obtainingthere during his cumbencv as

private secretary of the general counselof the Southern railroad. He discussedat length the dishonesty of
Senator Cole. L. Blease. The most

partinent statement made by him,
which is quote! literally, is as follows:

" 'Why, of course I know he is a

crook. When I was working for Ab-

ney I handed him a check in the ante;room of the senate chamber on one

occasion for $500, as compensation for
his services in defeating; a pending j
bill affecting tl^e interests of the rail-
roads."
At 6 o'clock the committee took a

recess until 8.30.

Charleston Situation.
Augusta, Ga., July 12..That the

Charleston "blind tigers" contributed
to the campaign fund of Blease before
the second primary two years ago,
that it was an arrangement between
Blease and Stothart whereby the illicit
whiskey dealers were assessed $10
per month "protection" money, that
Governor Blease got the "graft" anu

Stothart a commission for collecting
it, were outstanding features of the
dictagraph testimony of a man who

posed as a gambler by the name of
Wilson, but who in reality was Bailey,
one of Burns' men, who spent four
months in Charleston this year.
These statements were contained in

it- «Txr;io/^»
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as presented by Thos. B. Felder to the
investigating committee this afternoon.,"Wilson" furnished Felder with
the names of the alleged contributors
in the election fund of the governor
and also gave startling statements re-

lative to the "graft" which has stirredCharleston during the past few
weeks.
The letter from "Wilson" to Felder

relative to the campaign fund follows:
"Col. T. B. Felder, Atanta, Ga..

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 21st to

hand and contents noted. I am herewithenclosing list of blind tigers
that contributed to Blease's campaignfund. This is not the original
list but a copy. I am sending the

or?n o 1 + V1.0 roo«An tVlO t if PAtlfaino
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a few names that are not blind tigers
and I thought best to send tne names

|of the blind tigers only. The retail
business league is better known in
Charleston as the 'blind tiger association.'These names on the enclosed
list are correct and the amount oppo-
site each is a correct amount that each
one gave towards buying votes in
Charleston for Blease. Retail BusinessLeague, $277; Santo Sottile,
$200; Jim Farnum, $500; Clarence
Halsey, $50; E. F. Ostendorff, $25; V.
Chicco, $25; J. J. Landers, $25; Geo.
Murphy, $25; J. W. Hunt, $25; P. J.
Conway, $25; 0. H. Wieters, $25;
James Sottile, $50; Gus Stuhr, $25;
H. L. Koster, $25; F. W. Mappus, $25."
Dictagraph testimony of "Wilson"

concerning Henry Hasselmeyer as

given by Felder follows:
How Protection Was Secured.

"Henry Hasselmeyer, whose place
if. naor tho m a i n tho

U1 UU01UC35 AO ll^Ul tuv iUMiiiVV Ala ViiV

city of Charleston, upon being asked
how the blind tigers in the city of
Charleston were getting on, his reply
was:

" 'We elected. Cole. Blease governorand we now have full protection."Asked as to the method by
which protection was obtained, he
stated that shortly after the gover-;
nor's inauguration the chief of con-

stabularv force was called to Colum-!
bia for conference with the governor,
In this conference with the governor
it was agreed as to the amount that
each blind tiger in the city of Charles|
ton should pay monthly for protec;tion.
"On the return of the chief consta-'

ble to Charleston he called upon the
president of the local brewery and
toid him that he wished to see him in
conference, that he had a proposition
to make to him which was authorized
by the governor, asking him when it
would be satisfactory to see him. The
president of the brewery told him that
he could see him at any time and any

place that suited. The chief of the

constabulary force said that he would
come to his home at once. The presidentof the brewery suggested that
this would be an unwise move from
the fact that some one might see him.
To this the reply was made: "We
don't care who sees us."
"He then proceeded to the home of

the president of the brewery, where he

j delivered the message from the gover-

i
nor to the effect that 011 the considerationof $10 each per month they
would extend protection from arrest

| to the blind tigers of Charleston. He
also stated thai, there were in the

neighborhood of 350 blind tigers in
Charleston and that these were to pay

$10 each during the first week or eacn

month. The president of the brewery
asked what disposition would be made
of this collection, whereupon the chief
constable told him that, under his

agreement with the governer, he was

to be allowed a commission for collectingand the balance was to be paid
over monthly to the governor.

raitt lo udshuci; rrvoei

"In said conversation the said Hasselraeyerstated that he personally
visited the governor at Columbia and
entered his protest against this arrangement,stating to the governor
that this graft should not be collected,
but the governor waved him aside
with the statement that he was runningthat end of the matter.
Given through Felder, "Wilson's"

dictagraph testimony is outlied as

follows: "John H. Morris and B. L.
Toland, of Spartanburg, S. C., have
stated and will undoubtedly swear if
called before your committee, that
Cole. L. Blease, then a senator from
Newbery, who was acting upon the investigatingcommittee to investigate
the affairs of the late dispensary, was

employed by Jeff Dunwoody, of Atlanta,agent for the Atlanta Brewing and
Ice company, to obstruct the proceedingsof the said committee.
"They will also swear that the said

Ble-ase sought a private interview'
with them and did everything in his

power to prevent them from testifyingbefore said committee. -Jeff Dunwoody,being ac itizen of Georgia cannotbe compelled to corroborate
this evidence, but the fact will be
sufficiently established by those two
witnesses.
Said to Hare Tt-aken Fee as Senator.
"In this connection I desire to state

that when Cole. L. Blease was senator
from Newberry and a bill was introducedto appropriate $15,000, to be usedby the attorney general of the
State in conducting the prosecution
against the grafters, that the liquor
dealers employed the said Blease, then
a senator, to oppose the passage of
said measure and as a matter of fact,
the said Blease did oppose by speech,
vote and influence the passage of said
resolution and that he received for his
services the sum of $250 in cash, which
was paid to him at Wright's hotel in
the city of Columbia, State of South
Carolina.
"W. B. Roy, of the city of Louisv*i11 p Mnrtnn_ a fiprman. nf t.hf» nitv

of Cincinnati, and James S. Farnum,
of the city of Charleston, are said to
have knowledge of this transaction.

"After calling the election for the
new county of Heyward, and after the
bill passed, Fred Domniick, the law

partner of the governor, was employedand paid a substantial fee to influenceexecutive action thereon. If
called upon before this committee and
Fred Dominick will corroborate his
varho l c tzt tohori te in r>nrm pr»tir»n with

this transaction, he will state that he
was employed because of his influence
with the governor, that the compensationreceived for his services was substantial,that he obtained the desired
results at the hands of the executive,
and that he divided his fees with the

governor of the State of South Carolin."
Blind Tisrer Protection Money.

Wilson's dictagraph testimony by
Felder said further: "Ben H. Stot-
hart, chief constable, appointed by
Blease, stated at the time of his appointmentto the position it was understoodbetween him and the governorthat protection should be given
to the blind tigers operating in the
city of Charleston, provided they
would pay a stipulated sum per month
to him, that this sum amounted in the

aggregate to between $3,500 and $5,000
per month, that as soon as the col-
lections were made he deducted his
commission for making the same and
would personally take the balance to

Columbia, S. C., and pay it over to the
governor.
"He stated further that protests had

been made to the governor against
these collections by interested parties,
but that the governor would pay no

^ * + ^ +V» of r\om o n VioH
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been made upon the governor for his
dismissal, but that he felt perfectly
secure in his job, for the governor
was a man of independence and had
the power to do as he pleased about
it.
"Also that the governor had issued

a pardon to one Rudolph Rabens, a

blind tiger man of tho city o/ Charleston,I believe this is the name, re^pivine-rhprpfnr th& sum nf $2,000 in

cash. The said Stothart stated that
he had conducted the negotiations
which resulted in the pardon of this
man.

"This conversation occurred in the

Argyle hotel, in the city of Charles-

Detective Tells
Scheme to

. i
CHARGES AGREEMENT

WITH SAM NICHOLS
CLAIMS TO HAVE USED THEDICTAGRAPH.
Testimony Adduced At Second Day's

Session of Dispensary Coramis
* i..

sion m Angnsia.

Augusta. Ga., July 13.Allegations
that Cole. L. Blease, the governor of
South Carolina, was to get $5,000, Sam
J. Nichols, an attorney of Spartanburg,$5,000, and Lawyer Sims, of

Spartanburg, $5,000, under an arrangementhe made with Sam Nicholsto get a pardon for Gus Deford,
nntArinnc VP?PTT13n And the WOrSt
uvi<vi*vuw

criminal in the South Carolina penitentiary,were made by E. F. Reed,
one of the detectives of Wm. J. Burns,
in his testimony, featured by dictagraph,on the stand here this afternoonbefore the South Carolina dispensaryinvestigation committee.

Reed said that he represented to

Nichols that he was a Chicago lawyer
named. "Henry N. Porter," and he

' .i-i-. j a« fViA norHAn nf
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in order that he might settle an estatein which the latter was the principalbeneficiary, but that it was necessaryto have Deford pardoned beforehe could receive the legacy.
It was within recent weeks, testified

Reed, that the scheme was hatched
and only two days ago Nichols left

Spartanburg to carry out his part of

the agreement and get the pardon of
4->10 n/-v+z-irirmc Cnnvict-
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As soon as the pardon was granted,
Reed stated, Nichols was to wire "Porter,"at Chicago, and the money would

be immediately forthcoming. His "0.

K." telegram, which was- to have been

sent to Chicago, was, of course, to be
forwarded here to "Porter," whose
real name is Reed and who, said he,
"dictagraphed" Nichols in South Carolinaand in Washington while he was

making the trade with him.

It was the expectation that the pardonwould be granted today, but the

"0. K." telegram had not turned up
when the hearing was adjourned.
Charged With Holding up Charter.
The charge that the governor of

South Carolina held up the charter of

the Piedmont and Northern railway
because of being paid to do so by the
Southern railway, and only approved
the charter after Nichols brought his

influence to bear, was the other sensationalfeature of Reed's testimony,
which consisted of the records of the

dictagraph of the alleged conferences
I held between "Porter" and Nichols, in

Spartanburg and Washington, while

perfecting the scheme.

Several thousand of the words of
the dictagraph of such alleged conferences,gathered by Reed during severalweeks' investigation into the

South Carolina situation, bearing on

how to obtain pardons, were read by
Col. Felder and kept the crowded
court house keyed up to the highest
nitr.h nf excitement.
r-v-. w.

The alleged conferences between
"Porter" and Sam Nichols, Reed testified,were faithfully recorded by the

dictagraph and read to the public
here today at the investigation.
Prominent statements in Nichols'

alleged dictagraph talk with "Porter"
were that he could always get pardons
from Blease and that whatever he got
hp always divided with the governor;
that "if they get anything now it will
be the first time they have ever gotten
proof even indirectly on the governor."
The investigating committee went

into this line of the testimony, acting
"under the decision of the State vs.

Winters, 83 South Carolina, which allowsinvestigations into matters both
[before and after the time; in other

j words, in order to show the guilty
mind.

3Iore Testimony to Come.
Col. Felder said that he would turn

over additional documents and other
material to the committee. He is endeavoringto get a check alleged to

have been made payable to the governorand endorsed by Blease from

Iowa, alleged to be in connection with

a pardon which was granted, and turn

J it over to the committee.
"This array of facts and figures concludeswhat I desire to present at

the present," said Col. Felder, just beforequitting the witness stand. He

promises nore documents on GovernorBleases' public life, and it is stated
that only a small part of the dictaton,

after the said Stothart and party
had had several drinks together in the

j blind tigers of the city of Charles;ton."
v
i

Alleged
Secure Pardon
graphed stuff gathered by Burns'
men has come out.
The committee held a short executivesession tonight, in the Albion hotel.
and adjourned to meet at the call

of the chairman. A list of witnesses
in South Carolina to testify before
the committee was furnished by Col.
Felder.

Detective W. J. Burns left here this
oftamnnn fV»r narte of the noun-

try, where he is engaged on other situations,but he said on the stand yesterdaythat his idea was that most of
the dictagraphed testimony gathered
on the South Carolina situation should
be laid before the grand juries in this
statp in nrdpr that the euiltv mieht
be brought to justice. He also stated
that he expected to follow the investigationin South Carolina to the end.

E. F. Reed, Burns' man, left here tonightfor Atlanta, as did Col. Felder
and his attorneys.
Mayor Grace of Charleston, was

present today, as a witness, and W.
F. Stevenson, Esq., was here to look
after the interests of the Murray comAll/vf +Vi a i n cH era ririff r»nm-
UilSOlUU. Oil VI WV tu v,uv.0uv.u0

mittee left tonight for their home6.
Tells of Alleged Conierence.
Probably the most startling testimonyby Mr. Reed was as to his allegedemployment of Attorney SamuelJ. Nichols, of Spartanburg, in an

effort to get the governor to pardon
the notorious yeggman, Gus Deford,
who is serving a ten-year sentence in

the State penitentiary for blowing
open the safe of the Enoree Manufacturingcompany, of Spartanburg county,in 1902, and stealing over $8,000,
and described as the worst criminal
in the South Carolina penitentiary.,

Reed, posing as a lawyer from Chicagonamed "Henry N. Porter," and

seeding the pardon of Deford in order
that he might come into a certain estatewhich "Porter" was settling,
stated that he held several conrerences

in Spartanburg, Washington and
Baltimore, making terms with Nichols
to get the governor'to pardon Deford
and the upshot was, he further testified,that they made an agreement
whereby "Porter" was to pay Nichols

$15,000 for the pardon of Deford, $5,000to go to the governor.
The trap was all laid, said "Porter,"

and in accordance with his instruc1
tions, Nichols departed from Spartan-
burg two days ago to seek Governor
Blease and get the pardon. Col. Fel
der kept in touch with Nichols' movementsand said he was informed that
Nichols caught the governor at Barnwellyesterday and was closeted with
him for several hours and then returnedto Spartanburg.
"Porter" was to receive a wire at

Chicago, as soon as the pardon was

granted, that everything was "0. K."
and the Chicago office was to send it
here to Reed, testified Felder. This
had not been done up to late this afternoon,but every other part of the
trap, Felder said, went through withouta hitch.

It was stated that the alleged conferencesbetween "Porter" and Nichols,in Spartanburg, Washington and
Baltimore, were all faithfully record-
ed by the dictagraph and the

reading of these alleged conversations
between the two furnished the sensationaltestimony this afternoon.
Reed spent several weeks in South

Carolina, passing as "H. N. Porter," a

Chicago lawyer, while getting this
dictagraph evidence and was operatingin that part of the State between
Columbia and the Georgia line. In
the other section of the State was

r\f Rnrna' mAr> nflmp/1 Rflilpv
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the men who "dictagraphed" the Charlestontestimony, Bailey posing as the
"dashing Mr. Wilson, professional
gambler and crook," and spending
several months in Charleston, as was

told in the News and Courier this

morning.
While it was not stated on the

stand, it is tnougnt mat possiDiy oiner

detectives employed by Burns operatedin South Carolina, gathering evidence,and Burns himself said this
will be laid before the grand juries of
the State at the -proper time.
What has been produced here is

simply the first part. Burns himself
said yesterday that he proposed to followup the South Carolina situation to
the end.

Col. Felder announced on the stand
that the reason the committee had
recessed today was to get the "0. K."
telegram referred to, which, he said,
would show that Blease had granted
the pardon of Deford, as arranged by
"Porter" with Nichols.

Detective on Stana.
The committee took up the testimonyat 4 o'clock this afternoon and

the first witness sworn was E. F. Reed,
who testified that he was in the ^mJ

p'oy of the Burns Detective agency
and had been detailed to look into the
South Carolina situation being assignedto that section of the State

| west of Columbia; that he posed as
' "TT i. » nu:
"nenry forier, a ^aiuttgo aciui.ney,and that he had transactions with
Samuel Nichols, a Spartanburg attorney.Senator Clifton raised an objectionto the introduction of this teeti.«1 . ±
mcmy unless .vir. iMcnois was prewsuw
but the committee, by a vote of 3 to 2
decided to proceed.

Col. Felder announced that if Mr.
Nichols wished at any time to oome

to Augusta and deny any of the statementsin the dictagraph testimony he
nr/MtU kn VQT-TJ OflaH tft TTIOAt tha /ViTtt.
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mittee here with him and go over the
matter. Reed, or "Porter," stated the
same thing and hia testimony then
continued.
"Porter" stated that he had been instructedto pick the worst criminal in

the penitenitary as his client, in order
to carry out the scheme of buying a

pardon from the governor, and, accordinglyhe sought the notorious
jyeggman, Gus Deford, alias James
Johnson, alias Edward Howard, alias
G. M. Deford, who had severd a fivejyearsentence in the Federal prison
;and is now serving a ten-year sentencein the South Carolina peniten'tiaryfor dynamiting the safe of the
Enoree Manufacturing company, in
Spartanburg; that he carried a letter
of introduction from Nichols to Capt.
Sondly, of the penitentiary, and had
an interview with Deford, representingto him that he wished to get him
pardoned, and finally Deford consentedto let him act as his attorney.

/ K'
He said that following the interview

with the convict he returned to Spartanburgand had a talk with Nichols,
he having previously represented to
Nichols that he was settling an estate
in which Deford was the beneficiary,
but that for the convict to get the
hpnpfit nf Hip terms nf thp will hft

would have to have his citizenship restored.Reed said that Sam Nichols
told him that he thought there would
be no trouble in working it and that
he could get a pardon for Deford from
the governor.
"Mr. Porter" told of going to Atlantaand getting a letter of credit on the

Rank r>f f!rvmmerre in ST\arf-nnhm»o>

from Col. Felder's bank in Atlanta,
and said that lie knew Mr. Hendricks,
the assistant cashier of the Bank of
Commerce, in Spartanburg. He said
that he gave Nichols a check of $500
on the Bank of Commerce, as expenses,and it was deposited to Nichols'
credit there, being endorsed by Nich

v;'ols. He said that he had sent him anothercheck for $500 and a telegram
received today advised him that the
check had been paid.

"Porter" testified that he had a con/erencewith Nichols in Room 48 or
the Hotel Finch, in Spartanburg, on i|
June 22, in which a dictagraph was installedand the adjoining room occupiedby a stenographer named S. Teilebaum,of Atlanta, with the transmitterof the dictagraph to his ear and
the five-hour conversation between
him and Nichols was duly recorded by '

the dictagraph.
Conversation Dictagraphed,

He said that in Washington, D. 0.,
on June 26, at the New Willard hotel,
in Room 541, he again had a conferencewith Nichols, which was "dictagraphed,"the adjoining room being
occupied by George W. Reik, the ste;n Afrrcrvli AT* tttV* /> wUI.J
juw^io-yaci *>uu, /Willi mc transmitter
of the dictagraph to his ear, duly recordedthe whole conversation. He
said that at this meeting Nichols was.
accompanied by the county recorder
of Spartanburg, Mr. Pasly, but that
the latter only remained in the room
five or ten minutes. -

4

"Porter7' said that Nichols, who wa3
f

en route to the Baltimore convention,
wanted him to come on over there and
meet senators Tillman and Smith,
from South Carolina, and he went,
meeting Senator Smith and the South
Carolina delegation.

Several telegrams, alleged to have
passed between "Porter" and Nichols

I about this time, were offered in evidenceand concerned the progress of
the effort which Nichols was alleged
to be making to get a pardon for DeIford. "Porter" testified that he got
the original indictment of Deford from
Sam Nichols in Spartanburg and they
were offered in evidence.

0
Thomas B. Felder then took the

stand to read the "dictagraphed" conversationswhich, it is alleged, had
occurred between Nichols and "Por-
ter" in Spartanburg, Washington and
Baltimore.

Before beginning the reading Felder
was questioned by the committee con¬
cerning several of the charges which
Governor Blease had made against him
and he denounced as "an unmitigated
lie" the statement of "Hub" Evans,
that he (Felder) had once met him in.
Newberry, or that he had ever attempteda "frame-up" with "Hub"

(C0NTINU5D ON PAGE 7).


