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GHARGES OF CRUELTY
T0 GHAIN GANG CONVICTS

INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED BY
F. H. DOMINICK.

Testimony To Be Reported to Next Court.
Startling Revelations Made On
Wednesday.

There were some rather startling
revelations in the testimony taken
on Wednesday afternoon by Ref-
eree Dominick. in the investigation.
ordered by Judge D. A. Town-
send. of the charge of alieged
cruelty to the convicts on the
county chain gang. reported by the
grand jury in their final present-
ment at the last term of court. The
evidence will be reported to the,
next court.

The reference. which was held
in Referee Dominick’s office. was
begun at 1 o'clock and continued.

for about two hours. at which time,
an adjournment was taken until!
one day next week. J. B. Hunter.;
Esq.. appeared for the county su-
pervisor and the chain gang author-
1ties.

Three witnesses who had been|
subpoenaed by Referee Dominick:
were examined and then a number
of witnesses were put up at the re-
quest of Attorney Hunter.

Mr. Ben. M. Koon. against
whom as guard of the gang several |
of the chirges of cruelty were made |
in the testimony taken on \Wednes-
dav afternoon. died some weeks'
ag0.

The testimony taken is as fol-!
lows:

ALBERT SCHRODER,

who is a farmer living about six
miles west of Newherrv. sworn, on
direct examination by Mr. Domi-|
nick. said that while the chain|
gang was working near his pldee,
last summer. he had seen Guard,
Ben Koon hit a convict twenty-five
licks. Then the conviet who had
received twentv-five licks fvent and
gave another convict seventy-five

licks. ’

200 LASHES ADMINISTRED..
Then the convict who had re-
ceived the seventy-five licks, testi-|
fied Mr. Schroder. went and got|
John Jones, a third convict. and|
Mr. Schroder had counted 200|

Ceeva o he haloseen the wun

' perintendent of

Lany one guilty of such cruel treat-|
‘ment.

,ing been whipped seriously.

" the negro had been sent back to the |

.gang. The negro had died a short

' No inquest was held.

Lol
' alwmt the st of st Nosent

= when it wis near !
had seen o negro, Henr

2 1
v ohnson,
Jeouroseveniv-me Jashes on
¢ back.  Witness was et
P30 vards distant when s whip-
sng ccetnred, The negro waors el
all day afterwards.

Cross-examined :  witness  said
AMr. Ben Koon was present when
whipping tok place.

FOR THE DEFENCE,

Referee  Dominick  announced
that the above were  all  the wit-
nesses he had subpoenaed so far,

'but that he would be glad to have
| testimony

taken  from  any wit-,
nesses the defense might desire o
put up.
THE COUNTY sUPERVISOR,
County  Swpervisor  Jolm AL
Schumpert. sworn. on examination
by Mr. Hunter. said that last fall

'T. P. Richardson was general su-

the gang and!
Messrs, Den Koon and M. B, Chal-
mers were guards. [t was never!

'reported to him that Mr. Ben Koon

had crueily treated a member of|
the [ it had o been report-

gang.

led to him and he had found it to

be true. he would have discharged

His instructions had been
to give only a few lashes if neces-
sary to make negroes work. |

Cross-examined by Mr. Domi-
nick. he said he knew of John
Thomas, a convict on the gang. dy-
ing. but he knew nothing of his hav
He
had sent Thomas to jail when the

‘negro was sick. but ‘on the advice!

of County Physician McCullough.

time after, the same week or the|
next week or something like that.
Dr. Senn|
pronounced heart failure the cause
of death. That was last fall. during |
the time Mr. Richardson was in!
charge the negro was in jail sev-|
eral  weeks Dbefore being  sent|
back to the gang. Witness said he
went to see the negro while in jail.

| The negro didn't say what was the|
- . - !
| matter with him. just that he was|

sick. He was one of the grandest|

scoundrels on earth. Mr. Schum-|
pert said he had told County Phy-!
sician McCullough that the negro|

“denee in Washington at 7.08 this
| morning.

| back about

iin Greenville.

HON. GEO. W. CROFT ;
IED IN WASHINGTON

REPRESENTED THE SECOND DISTRICT
IN CONGRESS.

'The End Came Yesterday Morning—He

Had Been Il For Eight Weeks—A
Rative of Newberry.

! Special to The Herald and News.

10.—Ion.
representative

Columbia.  March
George \V. Croft
in the national house of represen-
tatives from the Second District of
South Carolina. died at his resi-

Mr. Croft had been  suffering
from Dblood poison. with compli-
cations of trouble and
heart failure. due to a protracted
Mr., Croft's illness dated

stomach

illness.
eight weeks, when he
expérienced sharp running
through the base of the thumb. His,
niece examined the hand and pick-
ed from the thumb a minute splin-
ter, For a time the inflammation de-
and Mr. Croft was.

pains

creased

lable to attend to his duties at the

Capitol. However. it became acute:
again and the whole right arm was

! affected.

Mr. Croft was a native of New-
been  born
His earlyv ed-

berry county. having

December 20, 1846.
ucation was at the common schools
He was at the Cita-
del when the cadets of that insti-
tution were placed in the Confed-
crate rmy and Mr. Croft contin-
ued to serve there until the close
of the war. |

He subsequently studied law nn-
der B. F. Perryv. at Greenville, and |
was admitted to the bar in 1860,
and in 1870 located at Aiken where,
he has continuously practiced his
])I‘l'th‘F-SlOl'l. 4

AMr. Croft served two terms in'
the house of representatives of this
state and also served in the state
senate.  [le was twice president of

lashes, which had been given John).yould play off on him if he could. | the South Carolina Bar association.

Jones when witness” wife called,
him and he left. It had taken four|
negroes to whip John Jones. The|
fourth had taken hold when Mr.
Schroder left. Jones' clothes were!
removed and the lashes were on the:
bare skin, Year before last he had |
seen one hegro whippd. He did
not known for what purpose the ne-
groes were whipped.  So far as he
comld see the negroes were work- !
ing very well. The weapon was «
strap such as the convicts  wore)
around their waists. He had onee!
worked the gang two  weks as
cuard and had never hit one.

On  cross-examination  witness
said he was about 150 vards away
when he saw the whipping last
vear. Mr. Koon was  the only!
guard present at the time.  The!
strap was about an inch or an inch!
and a hali wide and pretty heavy.
He thought the whipping last year!
took place about the latter part of)
October or the middle of Novem-
her.

On re-direct examination witness
said it lnoked to him like the blows
were pretty heavy.

ARTHUR WIL=OX,

Mr. Arthur Wilson. sworn. said
he i known a good deal about!
o workings of b gang for sev-
eral vears and had fred the engine
s el davs tas summer, and he
had scen only one negro whippe.
and that neero was  given  about
fifteen lashes with a leather strap.
not on the hare back. '

PALMER DAVENPORT. '

Meo Palmer Davenport. swoin.

'Richardson had  given

and to gend him back to the gang:
as soon as he could. ,

T. P. RICHARDSON o j
who was superintendent  of the
gang last fall and until January 1
of this vear. on direct examina-,
tion by Mr. Hunter. testified that!
the supervisor had instructed him,
in case of serious matters o whipy

"the eonviets in order to make them!

work or to have one of the guards
do it.  He knew nothing about the |
whipping of conviets when they |
were given 200, and 73 lashes cach..

' Today was the first  time he had

heard anything about the whipping .

below Mr. Schroder’s place.  Mr.
Koon had worked three negroes,
below Mr. Schroder’s house  only

one day. i

Cross-examination by Mr. Domi-!
nick. witness said some of the ne-
groes were whipped pretty often. |
From 3 to 3 toas many as 23 and |
30 lashes were given.  He knew

'hothing about the whipping Mr.

Davenport referrdl to.  He didn’t
think 73 lashes with a strap such
as the conviets wore around their

waiste, an inch and an inch and a,

Dhalf in width. caministered  on the

naked back as heavy as it was us-
nally put on by the guards. would
amonnt o anvthing.

WHTPPED OX THE DAY HEDIED.

Jolm Thomas. testified Mr. Rich-
ardson. lived only a day and a half’
after he came out of jail.  Mr.|
him  ten
fashes on his bare back the day he,

(Continued on Page 3.)

|
1

He was elected to the Fifty-
cight Congress (the preesnt Con-,
Qress).

i Te was a law partner of the Hon.
James 11, Tillman and  was the.
leading counsel for Mr. Tillman in
his teal for murder in the killing
a1 Fditor N. G. Gonzales. in which
trial Mr. Tillman was acquitted.

TILLMAN UNDERGOES OPERATION.

Stood A Successful Operation On His
Throat Yesterday—He Is Now '
Without Fever.

Special to The Herald and News.
Charleston, March 1o.—Senator

Tillman's throat was  successfully

He

without fever. and only needs com--

operated on today. is .now
]lIL’It' rest.
Senator Tillman was regarded as

a very sick man yesterday.

He has heen confined to his resi-
Jdence in Washington for more than

a4 week by a severe attack of grip.

accompanied by @ severe  sore

throat.  He
wonld enable him to proceed

thought afew days’

st

t0 his home at Fdgefield for a

change of air and surroundings.

Tnstead of getting better he grew|

steadily worse and his physicians|

ardered him to bed.

faries of

Thompson, of Alabama.

restlt of the operation on

The

s throat today is very gratify-

¥

e

1

A NEW FOSTAL SCANDAL.

Congressmen Who have Used Their In-
fluence To Lease Postoffice Buildings
or To Get Better Pay for Post-
masters.

A disparcly from \Vashington

states that another chapter in the
postoffice investigation of last sum- |

mer was revealed when Chairman
(verstreet. of the house committee

on postoffices and post-roads. laid,
 hefore the house of representatives
a closely printed document of 218
pages recounting the instances on
file in the postoffice department in

which members of the senate and

honsge of representatives had used
their influence with officials of the
postofice department. with more o1

less success to get increases in sal-
postmosters,  additional
clerk hire. and advantageous leases
{or buildings for  postoffice  pur-
Proses.

The eases are set forth in which
members of Congress own  build-
ings which are leased by the gov-
ernment  for postoffice  purposes.
The members involved are J. W.
Wadesworth. of New York: [. D.
Bowersock. of Kansas. and George
L. Lilley of Connecticut.

The history of 161 cases is given

ia the report wherein members of

Congres figure in getting author-'

ization for clerk hire in excess of
the amount the office in question
was entitled to. Many of these in-

Creasces were f:1'l]_\' lL‘t‘llpn!’i‘.‘l’}‘ au:']:
s have been discontinued.

Among those whose “infiuence”
scemed good with the postoffice d--
partment are Senator Clay and
Representative Griggs. of (Georgia

' Qenator  Pritchard secured an in-

crease for clerk hire for Greenville.
N, C.. from $70 to $130 per annum.
which on December 1.
discontinued  altogether.  He also
obtained an increase from $40 to
S1go for Wake Forest. N. (R
which was reduced to the former

ramount (October 1. 1903.

Senator McLaurin  appears for
an inerease in South  Carolina.
' Representatives Prownlow and
| (;ihson obtained several increases

i Temessee. which have been re-
duced since.  Six out of eleven
cases in \irginia are down to the
credit of Representative Swanson.
while Park Agnew’s name also ap-
pears for others in that state.

There are accounts of 177 in-y

stances in the report, where mem-

bers of Congress have made recom-|

mendations  in - connection with

Cleases of hni!t]i!'l;_‘;:-‘- for pll.-itl-fﬁt‘t'
L purposes.

Sepator Overman s the owner
of the building in which the post-

office at Salisbury. N. C.. is kept..
"The report says that on taking his

seat as a United States  Scenator

‘he offered to surrender the Teasc. |
hut the offer was declined by the
Lonvernnient, it heing hietd that

the
lease was not invalidated by his
clection as Senator.

The report  declares  that the
files in the postoffice department 1=
that the office at Tuskegec.
Representative
The re-
port gives the correspondence be-
tween Deavers and Representauve

dicate
Alay s owned Dy

Thompson in his successfal eftorts,
o have ‘the rent allowance mereas-|

wl from 8240 to S300 annually.

Among the names  of
and members appear in the report
as having made representation to
the : _ g
ing leases of premises  Tor
nifices, amd for allowances for rent.
fuet and light appears that of Con-

oressman Finley. of South Caro-!

i lina.

REPORT CAUSES LIVELY TIMES.
\Vashington. March g.—That an

Cinvestigation of the postoffice de-

1903. was,

SCNALOrs |

postoffice department concern-
POst-!

'NEGRO LYNCHED FOR
MURDER IN OHI0

LYNCHING FOLLOWED BY FEARS OF
f RACE WAR.

'Troops Ordered Out To Preserve the
Peace—The Situation Is Considersd
Threatening,

| Richard Dixon. a negro, was shot
|10 death at Springfield, Ohio, on
Monday night by a mob for the kill-
ing of Policeman Charles Collis,
who died to-day from wounds re-
ceived at the hands of Dixon on
Sunday.

At 11 o'clock the negro. Richard
Dixon. was taken from the jail and
shot to death in the jail vard. and
the body was taken from there to
the corner of Main street and Foun-
tain avenue. and hung to a tele-
graph pole where the mob spent the
next half hour riddling the body
with bullets from several hundred
revoviers.  The mob forced an en-
trence to the jail by butting in the
cast doors with a railroad iron.
| On Tuesday a race war _in
| Springfield was threatened and the
! mavor ordered our eight compan-
[ies of the state militia to preserve
( the peace. All the saloons were or-
I dered closed. Threats were made
by a mob to burn the negro section
L of the city and a building was fired.
but the flames were checked. The
negroes were surly and moody.

SITUATION ON WEDNESDAY.

On Wednesday the situation was

. considered by the authorities to be
more threatening than at any time
<dnce the beginning of the race
rroubles. It was estimated that ful-
Iv 25000 people thronged the
streets,  The negro saloons and ne-
aro quarters were ordered closed.
The mayor issued a proclamation
 warning  pedple to keep off the
streets and to refrain from congre-

gating in public places.

In the Mayor’s Court.

The monotony of no cases in the
i mavor’s court vesterday morning
was broken by one case.  John Kel-
lev. coal black. was brought before
the bar of justice charged with
cursing and drawing a knife on a
| negro woman.  Mayor Earhardt
‘lscntcuwrl him to pay a finc of 83
!nr serve 15 days on the county
chain gang.

! partment by the house of represen-
| tatives will result from the publica-
tion of the report involving mem-
' bers of congress in that connection.
was indicated by every expression
' possible short of a vote in that body
today.  With a whirlwind of pro-
test the report was taken up by in-"
dignant members.  their personal
connection with it explained. and
epithets hurled at Fourth Assistant
Postmaster General Bristow.

“The Dristow report
ceived in iniquity. born in sin and
has traveled its course until it has
struck the public of the  United
States as a great attack upon a body
of men as free from wrong doing.
corruption. crime and _irregularity
as any equal number of men on the
face oi the carth.”  This was the
parting  shot of Representative
(irosvenor of Ohio in payving his
tribute to the report.

“That document is the produc-
Hon of a liar and a  scoundrel”
' shouted Representative Hill of Con-
necticut on making an explanation
of his conneetion with certain leas-
e<.  He added that he should vote
1o investigate himself and also the

was con-

fourth assistant postmaster g‘cne‘ra_l.

“There is nothing in any or 1t
o impugn any hnproper motive or
conduct upon any member of the
house.” was the expression  oOf
| Chairman Overstreet of the com-
| mittee. who combatted the idea of
}an investigation.




