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reputation of the Bench for

ty: is 8o important te the sa-
dministration of justico,
-generally the duty of a
Rtain-from all factious dis-
religious ‘or political;;
igher ‘questions, which
opinions, not to engage
pungent discussions. A
grver,’ romains- a - citizen,
¥ his rights ‘nor his dutics
ghd to his office.  He some-
er avoids the appearance of
B xprossing hig views on public
Eycrsics, with frankness yet with
STUCsy, than by preserving a silence
thatmay bo attributed to timidity or
deccit. The matters now debated by
our peopieyinvolve the very frame of
the Government; and in the spirit of
Solon’s law, cvery. citizen, in - every
station, is beund ‘to take' the side of
trath and right:- Somo attempt has
Been mado to disparage the.nuthority

¢ e8 on the - present igsues, but
influence should depend upen
intelligenice and probity. Ifithe
formanent tenure of their office; (in
itself equivocal according to gome of
the rines ‘of the nay i

ot
i the.

B coptralled By (Re getion of

Bethie, o

During wy absence ou | flicial duty
houtiexacting - fronk me any
: elected me o delegate
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gemt £ the  gravest ¢ liaracter,
heré conclusion ‘shoul’l 115 attained
: gy omparison of various judgments;
perhaps, by some concession of pre-
conceived “mnotions; I ¢an make no
pledges now, committing me to fore-
gone conclugions’ on particular meas-
ures, notwithstanding changes of cir-
‘cumstanées < and . convictions, It is
istent with- the schemes of 'our
ment, destructive of the inde-
nd usefulness of the dele-
Bate, and unjust to his colleagues, for
& member to pre-judge absolutely any
specific; weasure; that may cowme be-
fore ‘the' Convention.  In my own
case av least, I feel too littie confi-
dence in my information and my rea-
suBoning, to set. my honor against any
“ghange of opinion that the changing
’g’ugg;g'qf a year may produce; an
opose to reserve the right of fair-
13_I:Qu3ideﬁl_1g all tho arguments and
the evidence that may be presented,
when my judgument s to be finally
“formed, With this saying 1 am quite
yilling to state my present “opinions.
My purposo is'to state them, rather
cdefeid diern iy argument.
dogtrinesas to the rights and
5.0f the States, professed by
tici?_f :.lhia State in 1832, fol-
; e lead of "truinia and Xen
o 1798, etillhave the full as.
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oty undersifyding, As a
giple of this faith, s dopt tire te-
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‘Union she bas 1, med with

g8 Qur 'Uw‘e}ﬁmcy is
ocharacter, an” Liv(l: aid,
ngtruction of the nsthument
ion; is afforded Ly stvlyide the
80k ctlier leagues. "By tho

ot surrender o
gaty. - he Federal Gy
thie Goyernruent of cad
common agency (o;
of definite powarss.and
1al
‘ofthe several States,
G PUOVIOUS covenany,

tes, the representa.
may: have dissented
P B O Roces?

o g

'

sion}is not derived from'the Cé_nsl_itii-z
tion; “in. striotneas of speech; it is not

| wright reserved by:the  tenth Avti-

«cle of ‘the: Amendments.” We’ look.

{ to:the. Cons titution ' to 'assertain the

-

powers of the Federal Government,

‘| not tho rights - of ithe States. - LThe
whole scheme of thatinstrument-is'to

enumerate: the powers to be exereiged’
by the common agent, not to men:-
tion the powers of the constituent
Stateg. - Bverything not given by
thew is  retained. Certain ' restric-

|| tions areimposed on the exercise of

powers by the States while they are
in.. the Union, hut no provisions'is
made-as-to the withdrawal from the
Union, nor for any matter outside of
the Union. Tt is: enough to demon:
strate the right in question, that the
Constitution neither prohibits, nor re-
strains  its exorcise.. IFrom a com-
pact of Union among States for an.
indefinite time, as from a partnership
among individuals for an uncertain
term, any -member may 'secede and
resume the station occupied before:
the compact was formed. The suf.
ficiency of the cause for Secession,
a8 this' must be determined by th

seceding State, doas not logically af-
fect the right, but it may seriously
affet the practically consequencese of
its exercise in any paaticplar instance.
In all acts ouncerning her foreign re-
lations, a State ghould be able to de-
fend herself by good yeasons in the
forum of nations. The other States
have ng yight to coerce a seceding
State to roturn into the Union, un-
der any  circumstances; yet if the
Secession be under circumstances of
bad faith, as during flagrant swar, a
plusible excuse is-furmshed for hos-
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tilities to compel satisfaction for the
w2 ts thereby resulting, It is .ak
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judgment and of individual resist-
anco to the movement; but wlen she
takes this final step, I feel that 1
should justly incur the penaltics of
treason, if I resisted her edict.

To avoid all ambiguity, I avow
my obligation to obey such action if
adopted by the existing Convention,
although the delegates may have
been elected by a minority of the
people.of the State. All citizens
had the opportunity of voting for
delogates, and those who neglected it
must be presumed to ncquiesce in
the choice made by such as excrcised
their franchise. It would be very
unsafe, to look behind the regular
forms iu which the will of the com-
munity is manifested, in order to as-
certain the real wishes or * higher
law”’ of the majority. Subsequent
ratification bo the people of such act
of the Convention, I regard as neith-
er neeessary nor expedicnt—not ne-
cessary, for in theory the whole peo-
ple speak through their delegates —
not expedient, on account of its mob-
ocraty tendency.

With all my respect for the Legis-
lature I cannot approve the arrange-
ment by which the members of the
Conyention were elected so long be-
fore theiv services were needed. Con-
ventions thus clothed with the majes-
ty of the people and speaking their
sovereign voice, should be fresh from
their constituents when called to act,
should be convoked for a definite
purpose, and should retain their
powers for the shortest convenient
term. In the only other instance in
thig State gince the adoption of her
Constitution, when this vast machine-
ry was set in motion, the end to be
achieved and the mode of operation
were previovsly well understond.
But tho present Convention was clee-
ted before any agreement as to its
| Ineasures among the people, or even
any any deliberate  consideration
of its purposes.  Limpute no design
by this premature election to entrap
the unwary, or- to commit the unin-
formed, but it may be thut such re-
gulte have follow lf The call of the
i Convention 1 think may be justitied
| by tie exawple of Miss ssippi, after
|ihe piedges to. her of Co-operation,
by our Legislature, (although the
s, appointed for lier Convention
by Miasusippi, @id not imperitively
demapd ruch acall by our Legisla-
ture at the dast vather than the next
84100 )5 bt it should be horne in

‘plé to make!up their ‘own minds, and:

delegates,
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citizen retains his right of private

-excluded the people of the Southern

‘hind thit neithor Mississippi nor this

State hud ‘then propesed s specific
mode of resistance. " Mord time
ghould have been allowéd for the peo-
to ascertain the viéws of propescd

~ I'fully concur with those ko hold
that the aggressions of  the KFederal
Government upon the South *justify
any measure of redress that may be.
adopted by thie Southern States, or
any of them. . The Constitution™ of

the United States scoms wisely con- |
trived to scouire strength in the gov-

ernment, and liberty i the "people;
and if it had heen strictly constrycd,
and faitbfully exccuted, the people
of all sections under its gway, might
long have remainéd harmonious  and
happy. = But usurpation, under the
instization of ambition ‘and avarice,
has contemned and perverted its pro-
visions; its parchment securities for
the minority have proved inefficient;
and, practically, it imposes “slight
restrictlon upon the will of the
majority. - Thus another example
is added to the many in listory
of the proclivity of governicents to
despotisn.  From the beginning, un
der the system of “indirect taxation,
the financial operatious of the pgov-
ernment has been severe upon  the !
Southern producing - States; and,
when the system of interna! improve-
ments, pensions, and  fortifications
was added, the. disburgement of the
taxes “hecame as unequal ns the col-
lection, and a constant drain from the
South was established. In rapid
progress, diseriminating duties on im-
posts were imposed, by which the
Constitution was perverted, and the

b
Southern confedoracy; an
(dispute Secessio
‘to this end; but

‘hdving the same ‘intp

iabor of the South wade tributdry to
the mrmafactoring Andesti 5 7
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States, who justly cherish it as the
most moral and most efficient organ-
ization of human labor; while their
partners in the Uuion regard the sin
of masters, in holding slaves, to be so
beinons as to taint all who are in any
political connection with slaveholders.
This anti-slave party, already pre-
dominant and rapidly growing, has

States fiom common participation in
the territory of the Union, in the ac-
quigition of which they contributed
even an undue proportion of treasure
and blood. The purpose is now
boldly avowed by this party never to
admit into the Union another State
in which slavery is tolerated, and the
design is indicated, not obscurely, to’
abolish, as soon as practicable, this
institution in' all the Stutes. ''lic
adjustment of this controversy by
Congress, impudently called a corn-
prowmise, aggravates the wrongs and
dignities otherwise done to the
South.  All the measures constitu-
ting the compromise, were undisguis-
ed coneessions to the fanaticism and
injustice of the North, except one,
and that was a barren recognition of
a Constitutional right. The remedy
practically aiforded by the fugitive
slave law, is to enable a  Seuthiern
master to recaplure  oceasionally a
slave at the North, corrupted into an
agent of abolition, at an expense in
money equal to the value of the slave
when he fled, and at the visk of vio-
lence and imprisonment to  the
captors.  We frecmen of the South
should not submit to a tyranny so in-
Jurious and so degrading. It should
be our unflinching determination to
resist at all hazards.  Remedy within
the Union is hopeless.  We may part
with regret from a confederacy which
has done so good service in the great
work of civilization and free govern-

ment, but it has achieved its  end,
and, Lke other works of man ay,
yield to the force of events. 'I'ho

mterests of the people of this Union
have become so conflicting in the va-
rious scctions, and their feeling to-
wards ench other so much exncerba-
ted, that peace us well as expediency
recommend disunion.

Indemnity for the past, so often
mentioned in jingling connectivn with
security for the future, can scarcoly
be expected by the mest sanguine,
Our great business is to catablish
proper guards for onr future security.

of the !

Vithout dispate we may effect  this

ject by the establi

: but th .-q?l_',ﬁl tion which
haé divided the resisi
South Carolina; 1§, 1\{5’8 i
resort to Secession before” iy
assurancos’ that aomq.;._'gttrig )

n is
“Aho
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same wrongs, will ﬂ_u‘n i
ml . .t. . ._ .. 3 ‘." ! {
from tho North, b

ready " for ~ digunion from all  our
Southern sisters. - This “diyision of
opinion among thoso, wha with eéqual
8pirit and cqual patriotism, geck the

gumno ond by differcnt mé
greatly regrettéd, and ‘all’
ehou_!t{bq willing to roake sacrif
of opinion, to restore harmony in our
ranks, X7 .C o RTAREN

~ T'he names of the twosections for
resistance are not very distinctive, as
both look to sccession for¥amedy and
both profess desire for. Go‘operation;
still ‘the names have obfained an
application sufficiently - definite  for
use. The diversity bekiyeen  the
parties as to abstract doetzines’
considerable, but the disgy
more gerious as to moy
measures, The seeessio
forth as' tlreir ultimatun
State ghall sceede  abisol
the existence of the pres
tion be terminated, whi
pro&mse the convention
bled next spring, willibies
or May, 1853, 'Thpy:
party decline to fix no
period for the duration
or to be more definite in
time, than that the Staf
cede within a reasonajle
wise to pub i jeopardy
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cided step, without dallying with
danger, or poring into consequences.
This is wore grandiloquent, than
moral or rational. Tthical writers in-
struct us, that the probabiiity of euc-
cess is a nccessary. olement in the
justification of a revolutionary meas-
ure. The evangelist advises bLim
that contemplates the ‘building of n
tower, first to count the cost, lest
after laying the foundation he be not
able to finish it, and thus provoke the
mock of beholders; and considers it
plain, that a king going to war and
finding his force inadequate, should
send an embassage and desire con-
ditions of peace. I am not ashamed
to confess, that we may properly take
counsel of our interest, and our re-
sources, while choice is left, before
we commit ourselves to an important
and uncertain enterprise.  Courage
does not cousist in ingensibility to
danger, but in the resolate discharge
of duty, whatever dangers may lic in
the way. One deserves impeachment
of his understanding and of Lis moral
principles, rather than praiso of his
spirity, who thrusts himsell wantonly
into perils. The christian who,it quiet
obedience of conscience incurs death
rather than rewounce his faith, is a
worthy myrtyr of the truth; he who
unnecessarily or ostentatiously pre-
vokes persceution, deserves  little
pity when he suffers.  Other States
cqually interested with South-Carvoe-
lina in the institution of slavery and
the tyrannous aggressions upon it,
and not inferior in intelligence and
firmness, are not yet satisizd with
our course of resistance: and we may
still reagon with them for a time, be-
fore we throw ourselves under the
wheels of Juggernant,  Our former
coutroversy with the Federal Govern:
ment, and the  thorough  disenssion
amongst us as to the relations of the
States to the Government, have de.
stroyed our idolatrous veneratuon of
the Union; and the same result must
follow full investigation, in all = the
States that have suflfered the same
wrongs,

In another respect, the secession
ists have advantago before the peoplo,
namely, in proposing a distinet meas-
ure within a defipite time.  But le
desorves little praise for discrimina-
tion who choosts, finally, while the
term of choico stll eontinues,  The
expedient -which may seem - wise

to-day, may soon become very - inept
Our
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... We think, and justiy  us'
I Lelieye, thet the pa 'g_t:@aggxeggid

ons |
of the Government justify imme i‘;?e 3
| resistance; ‘but - Georgin ‘his deter-

mined to wait for further grievances.

It may well happen; that the occasion:

for which Georgia waits, may arrive
during:the term of our Convention.
The abolitionist are now held by their

Teadifig polificians, s(raining in’ the

leash} and. perbaps. the ‘thongs may
even hold until tlie next Presidential
clection is.over, but soon the dogs
must be let slip, with the cry of
havoe.’ The body of fanatics 'ig tos
strong and too rapidly increasing, to
be long restrained from further
aggressions by any ‘consideration of
prudence or honor; of law = or -the
Constitution. If Georgia, the cmpire
State of the South; were ready togo
with us, T think we should now make
the venture. - = Sl dm
The arguments mainly eroployed
for prompt secessiony are, ‘that the
Stateas pledged to this course, and
that is the most efficient mode of pro-
ducing co-operation. NV Al
The caretul inquirer for * the
truth, will discover, that the past ac-
ton ot the State has nnjosed wo obe
lization uporeher to resistat any pur-
ticular time or in any - particular
wode. It way well be disputed,
whethor the rules of a fuctitions code
of honor apply to a State, and
whether members of the Legialature

;| in passing resolutions concerning our

federal relations act otherwise than as.
a pepular assembly; but granting that
the Legislature can commit the faith
of the State in this matter; the
pledpes of 10T gislatiry A3 not “go
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ipd, whieh  had previongly

adopted the same measure, and from

our engagement to actin concert.
‘I'he appropiation for arms ivas made
in preparation for a contest which
might soon come on, or which might
be long delayed, or entirely prevented
by making ourselyes ready * for any
isaue.  South Curclina is“in no re-
spect wore strongly pledged than
Virginia, Georgia, and Mississippi,
and if their retrogression delays her
in proceeding in a common and con-
certed measure, her honor is not tar-
nished. I grant, that with or without
pledges, the idea of submission is not
to be tolerated. When our case be-
comes desperate, we may adopt a
desperate remedy. It may be some-
times a duty, to sacrifice the existing
inhabitanis of a State in the martyr-
dom of liberty, for the benefit ~of
the everduring cause of freedom; but
let us not rashly conclude that such
martyrdom i3 necessary.  Suicido of
individuals or of States, ia” rarely to
be justified. Where delay ‘may
bring accession of allies and uvltimate
success, wo-shoull avoid the chances
of our defeat, and of the triumph of
<despotism, : ,

The argunent, that the separate
secession of South Carolina will com-
pel tho Co-operation of other South-
ern States, does not- strike my mind
with much force, We are first told,
that there is no hopoe of such Co-oper-
ation to drive upon us secession pre-
cipitately, and we are then told, that
sccession must drive other States to
the same vemedy. ~If we adopt a
particular measure against their wish-
¢s aud remonstrances, we can hardly
expect their active suppoit to follow
as a consequence. To say things
ceffensive to their State pride and solf:
love, 13 an old mode of conciliation.
Becession on our part, not precongert-
ed with them, i effect rebukes them
tor ignorance o their vishisy o tin-
ity e amaintaining them: - SBack
conrse 15 adipiea to minbit toreyer
their juncton with us, a0 wound
their affectiors ifthey did join.  In
my opinion, it would greatly. veravd
the estublishwent of o stable Govenr
ment for the South. It cannot be
be disguised,; that; by the artfal con-
trivances of our rulers at Washington,
South Cavoling has bcen isolated; and
that the lead of 'no other Southern
State is'Jess likely to be followed: =
The: stercotyped argument-of the
Union paliticians of the South against

\

resistance to tyranny. has been, it g ¢

ety

lated by the boons md bounties
the Federal Govornxient, .= .
+-If war should £u'low our secesdns:,

true, from the m.wbboﬁng ’Bmt&s
~would rushito our aid; but an ariny.of
suxiliaries, (who. would be imostly

oy, It.is States, and not individuals
that we need as allies. It is unnec-

fow months or even years. The sep-
arate nationality of South Carolina 18
undesirable as a permanent arrange-
ment; even 'if it coald be peaceably
effected.  Disunited from our South-
ern sisters, we _should not be ably to
myintain. the institution of slavery,
against the fanatical opinicus of the
world, “Fooriuous taxes would b
negessiry’ to slistain our Gosernment
and furengn 1elations. Ahe: exhibition

could nlone command’the respect:of
other nations : uuless, like San Mari-
no, we chose to exist by the contempt-
uous tolerance of powerful neighborsl
To throw ourselyas undeér pupillage.
and  protection ' of Great  Britmn,
would degrade us from the rank ¢f a

abolition of slavery, ©7, “© o
1t is mot likely, however: that sep-
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‘boyond doubt msany men, bold and |

‘officérs,) would soon eat out our:gub- |
stance, and in no_respecy contribute |
to the establishment of a Cotifedore- |

essary to purstie this topic, us reason- | 6
ing ig uscless with thoso of such truc- |

ulent, dispositions as prefer to effocta |
xrevolution by civil wa¥, which™ may |
be:peaceably achieved by waiting a |

of. stréengili ins “mien and résources |'w

respectable  State, and lead ‘to the |1

by i’ concerted.
: S_tla{pl_s.-o!'

‘ourkflorts at . prescnt -shonl
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el bationd, which bhave Litherto
Kanwu us oniy throngh ou
rulers, Soisolated would be cur con-
dition, that the Government might
venture upon direot coercion by the
army und navy ; butit is more prob-
able, that it would continue to treat
us as an integral portion of the Uion,
and parsue the.collection of its reve-
nue from imposts here, perhaps chan-
ging - the Jocation of the Custom-
Houses to Fort Sumter. and other
posts commanded by military or na-
val force. . Obvious’policy would in:
duce the Administrgtion to offer us’
no offence practically consistent with
denial of the right of sccession ; and
in case of actual conflict, to throw
the blame of assault uponus, I ap-
ty in provoking sore of cur P'GFT}@ to
take the offensive attitude. Upon
the recent increase of forces in the
forts in the harbor of Charleston, the
people were gravely exhorted to an-
ticipate the action of the Convention
an riot and treason to forestall
the decision of the issno before the
State, - With a population so spirited
and inflammable as ours, contlict with

the nggressors. I suppose,
that our adversaries w_uu_lnf' b ac
ally mvado our soil, nor progecute

they would endeavor by annoying
restrictions of commerce and pinching
contrivances to bregk down the spirit

things, we should ‘have no place for

ty of making a glosious  gaer
our lives, = 'Uljc justance of the
bill  may. teach us; that eve
. AL P T 11
neighbars aro little ;hggqgat!,__ TS
abstract injustice which works no at
tual oppression upon thetn 5 and fors
cign natious, stilirecerving indive ool
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on-bu A0S tapie of soparyt
L have felr obhgad to 8
although really the
is. premature.. A fow

: A ".?.19!' Bge
the people of the State. were nearl
ananimous for resiglance to Heds
wrongs, and although'
the circunistarces

Pederad Government 3 dut wounl be | sion. -
tardily. i at.all, vecotuized by for|'and represe

federal | to ascertain anthdritativaly

prebend there wocld belittle difficul- |

the minicns of power weuld be almost }
inevitable, in which too we should be |
however, |
Dot actu- |

such warfare as would be dependent | and .
upon the chances of battle; but that {ed

of our people. In such a state of |

o

the benofits of vur li'&li\'!g‘.\_},;-"‘ut_l-iﬂ___hn‘i'(i. :
dofestic | ]
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ifforing us o

i and send (o thon

of other States in like ¢o
ourai;lv_.'gs;—an to urge ¢o

sistance’;

agitation at the:
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