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{CONCLUDED.)

But whilst the abstract right of s».
cesasion is not denied by some, vet
they contend that it is a right whese
exercise “good faith” wust always
practically prevent. Now, I admnit
the obligations of ‘*good faith in every
relation of life, public and private, on
States as well on individuals, Dut
let us geo how “gzood faith™ will al-
ways nullify this right and render it
of no practical utility. We owe good
faith to our co-States and to forcign
nations, with whom we have, through
our agent the General Government,
establighed certain relations.
as tgour co-States, as the very pre
dical¥® of sccession is that they have
viclated the league and covenant
which bound us together, that they
have fitst broken faith with us, sure-

Good faith requires every party to a
corapact to submit to many things, to
bear and forbear much; hut when the
very end and purpose of that compact
are violated—when it is used as a
“‘gword to destroy,”” and not as a
“ghicld to defend,”—then surely,
“good faith” should not prevent any
party from withdrawing from his as-
sociates, on fair and honorable terms.
So much for our co-States. DBut
what are our obligations of ““zood
faith’” to foreign nations, with whom
we have treaties, and [rom whose cit-

Now, |

[ while it subsists, to bring on them
further und future danger, oppression
and infamy.””  Now, if this picture
be true, ind who can doubt it, what
measure of resistance are we not jue-
tificed in vesorting to ?  What is too
rash; too violent, or tvo precipitate ?
As, for the reasons I have given, we
canuot obtain co-operation by delay,
are we not driven dircetly, and dis-
tinetly, to the alternative of secession
or submission ¥ Are we not bound
by every obligation of duty to our-
selves and our children to overthrow,
in the only way that is left us, the
government of our ‘bitter enemies’—
to eseape ‘annihilation’— to flee from
‘dishonor, oppression, and infamy?’
But let me draw nearer to the con-
treuchments of our friends, and ex-
amine their strongholds. 1t is urged
with great earnestness and with much
apparent foree that South Carolina
ought not to seccede alone, because
the other Southern States will not
sympathize with her, or sustain her
in her course. Now, let it be remnem-
bored that this argument comes from
those who advocate the policy of de-
lay in the confident expectation th it
new agaressions, such as the abolition
of sluvery in the District of Colum-
bia, or the repeal of the fugitive
slave law, will soon unite the whole
South in secession.  Sccession, say
they, 1% soon to become the rallving
point of the whole South.  Now, if
this be tiue, then I do not perecive
how any one can suppese {or a mo-
ment that our sister States, who are
thus only waiting with their hauds on
their swords, ready to deaw them at
the first hostile movement of our
common encmy, will turn upon us, or
from us, Leeanse we bring on the [is-
sue a little =ovner than they expeeted
to do.

But I think the position of things
in the other Southern States has been
wistaken by our friends.  The politi-

Ccians in those States are not telling

the people, as your friends suppose,
‘Lear your past insults and injuries

patiently; we admit they are grievens,

| but strike not yet; wait a little longer,
1y our faith is no longer due to them. |
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and renewed  assaalts will soon be
committed agzainst you, and then you
may rise up in the strength and ma-

i Jesty ol an outraged people, and luyl

vour oppressors to the carth.””  On
the contrary, they are telling them
that the compromise is a sclemn
league and covenant—a final, perma-
inviolable  settlement of  the
slavery question, and  of all other
matters in dispute between the North
and the Sonth.  That herealter the
South will have all her rights con-
ceded, her feclings respected, and
her institutions  preseeved.  This is

izens we have made loans, &c.” They, | the delusion which they are practis-
it is urged, are no partics to our do- | ing ou a geuerous and confiding peo-

mestic differences, and “good fuith' | ple.

But let a sovereign State with-

requires that we should either pre- draw from this Union. let the right of
serve our co-partnership wuntil these | secession, that **right inestimable to

engagements are complied with, or
rovide means for their performance
1f & dissolution takes place. To this

us and formidable o tyrauts onle”
be bronght up for solewmn and for
final jndement, and how soon will all

T reply, that if a dissolution occurs | other issucs “pale their ineflectual
peaceably, and an equitable partition | fires.”

-of the partnership property is made.

Mr. President, T sometimes fear

the rights of foreign nations will not | that both the right of sceession and
be permitled to suffer beyond those | the iniportance of the wensure when

‘hazards, which, it is always under-|

stood, are undertaken in all interna-
-tional dealings.

If the abstract right to secede. then
bo granted, and “*good faith" docs
not justly restrain its exercise, the

next question will be, “Is Scuth Ca- |

-olina justified in scceding at this
time?”  We all adwit that **govern-
mer.ts long established should not be
changed for light and transient cau-
‘8es,” but the causes which impel us
to seck a change of our government
aro neither *“light” nor “transient;”
they are deep-seated, wide-spread,
radical. T will not attempt to des-
cribe our wrongs before this audience,
after the recital of them by our dis-
tinguished leader, Judge Cheves. Ile
has painted them to you in ‘thouglits
that breathe and words that burn;”
he has told you that we are “liviny
under the government of our bitterest
enemies, whose avowed objects are
to annihilate us.” Ile has told you
of the ““danger, the dishonor, the in-
famy’ of the condition of the South.
He has told you that history furnishes
no example of such disreputable sub-
miggion as that which the Southern
States now exhibit.

1o has tald you too that “he is con-
vinced of the justice the constitutional
right, and the political expediency,
of the withdrawal of the Southern
States from that Union by which they
ave enthralled, and which cannot fail,

| protection.

adopted are  wunderrated, 1% my
miid this vizht is of peculiar and in-
caleulable value to ey cry mewmber ol
a sectional  mine ity of confederated
States.  T'o us who are, as onr sen-
' ior Henator says, ‘proseribed political

communities,” it is the last anclor of
| hllj-l.'——[}rL' last ehiell ol our defenee
| Sectional

wajoritics need  no o such

They can always take
care of themselves: and  hence they
scldom seek or permit amcwlments to
constitutions, fur they can always
take wore by usirpation than ean ob-
tain by amendwent. In my judg
ment secession will never be resorted
to except in defencee of the institution
of slavery.  All other subjeets of dif.
ference may be adjnsted withont ape
pealivg to this remedy. 1F this Gov-
cronnent, the ereature of the States,
formed chiclly to take care of extern-
al relations, can deny this vight, and
by the mere power of its arm hold a
sovereign State to this Union, like a
vietim to the stake, then the sooner
we know it the better. It is surel v
high time, at the end of seventy
years, to know the form of govern.
ment under which we are living, Let
no one suppose that the seecession of
Sonth Carolina ean ho looked upon
with indiflerence anywhere.  Politi-
cians and venal presses may denounce
and deride ity bue it will stand forth
before the world as a most impressive
event.  The great popular heart of

et i o - —

the South will be moved to its inmost
recesses, stripped of all the disguises
with which falsc issues may surround
it; tne naked fact will be presented
to the people that South Carolina has
made her choice between slavery and
the Union! That nurtured in the
doctrines of Virginia, stimulated by
the doctrines of Georyia, encouraged
by the example of Mississippi, and
sustained by the love of Alabama, she
has planted herself in the pathway of
the abolitionists, and resolved to de-
fend her institutions ‘at every hazard
and to the last extremity.’ A spee
tacle like this, by every law and in-
stinct of our nature, must ccmmand
the sympathy and respect of every
free people.  Our sister States may
say that we are rash—that we are
precipitate; but if they themselves
have fixed a limit to their forhear-
ance, can they say that we arc with-
out justification, or that our cause is
unworthy of suceess? A newissue will
be presented. It must be met and
decided. A right as dear to them as
to us is at stake. It will bn the first
struggle in that conflict which all ad-
mit must sooner or later take place
between abolition and slavery. The
manner in which the contest is begun,
whether by too hasty a movement on
the right, the centre, or the left, will
soon be forgotten, and all hearts will
be turned to the great issues involy-
ed. Yes, sir, be assured that the se-
cession of asingle State of this Tnion
will bring up for judgment the might-
tiest questions of a modern awe. —
Statesmen, sir, not venal lhireling
presses, not pensioned libellers, but
statesmen, will find materials for the
exercise of their highest intelligence,
their profoundest wisdom.

Bat if I am still told by our friends
that they canuot concur in these
views, that they cannot believe in the
sympathy of the Southern States,
thén T submit that my arguments
agiinst co-dperation before secession
are as polent as theirs against co-op-
eration aftevwards; and that if nei-
ther is to be obtained, and South
Carolina cannot maintain her separ-
ate existence as they also contend,
then submission, hopeless, abjeet sub-
mission, is the doom of the South.

But again, it is asked why should
South Carolina be further in advance
than the other States? 'This is at-
tributable to several causes. It
mwust be remembered that from our
carliest history South Carolina has
been one of the strongest pro-slavery
States in the Union.  The history of
the Confederation, and of the con-
vention which  formed our present
Constitntion, affords abundaut proof
of this faet; she is now therefore,
where she  has always been.  And
this is one cause of the peeuliar ha-
tred always exhibited towards her by
the abolitionists, and why they would
rather sce slavery crushed through
hier than any other State,

Again: She has alarger slave pop-
ulation in proportion to her white than
any other State. But the chief canse
for this state of forwardness on the
part of Sonth Carolina is the entire
absenee of party division  within hep
borders. This gives her an advantage
over ler sister States and is not set up
as a title to superior merit, Notat all.
livery one knows how party divisions
and pacty contests eolor and  control
all gquestions, In our sister States the
people have been drawn away from
the calm il unbinsed  consideration
ol wreat Federal questions, and have
been engaged in eager strite for party
ascendaney. But with us there has
alwrys heen w “unity of sentiwent,”
which has cmphatieally “constitnted
us one people.”  Ilence we have
been able to look at these great ques-
tions through a  clearer and more
correctmedinm, and in this way the
poputar mind has been sooner inform-
ed and sooner set in motion. But
Houth Carolina has manifeated  no
disposition to aspire to the leadership
of the SNouth. Let the recurds ol
her legislation for the past fitteen
years be scarched, and it will be
found that she has invariably prefor.
red to givethe lead to others.  Good
taste, as well as sonnd policy, requir-
ed this of her.  ller nullification
contest placed her sufficiently far in
the van to forbid her voluntarily as.
suming that position again, and ac-
cordingly she has ever exercised all
proper deference and respeet towards
her sister States, and is even now
doing so by inviting them to meet
her in a Southern Congress.

The truth is, that South Carolina
18 lcss responsible for the present ag-

itation than almost awy other South- ]
ern State. Virginig, Georgia, Mis-
sissippi, and Alabam were certainly
in advance of her. UFf then she now
appears to be in advince of others, it
is the result of causes for which she
is not responsible.  But, T freely ad-
mit, that if she retites from lier pres-
ent position she should always in fu-
ture preserve the dignity of silence

She must now aet, or “*forever alter
hold her peace.”

Again, it is said that the cause of
disunion is making progress, and we
ouglit to be satisfied 'with its present
advance and wait for further devel
opments—that a few years ago there
was no disunion party in South Car-
olina, whilst now there is scarcely
any other. o this I reply, thatif it
is meant to be said that our friends
in the other States have “kindled
their fires at our altars,” shall we
now abandon our pesition and expeet
them to advance?. Some of them
are now telling us: “we want a mea-
sure to unite us, we are beating the
cmpty air, we speak to the idle
wind.”  Let us then give them oil
for their lamps.  We have no other
issue to tender but'secession; it is the
last arrow in our guiver, it is the only
alternative to sulinfssion.

Mr. President, a state of high ex-
citement is not a matural condition
cither in men or nations.  We must
not expeet to keep up this agitation
always.  The pecple become wewmried
with long continded and fruitless
exertions; they become futigued into
compliance, and yield a struggle that
holds out no hope of immediate vie-
tory. This, sir, idour danger. Let
us beware how wellose our opportun-
;t}'. ".j .

Another objcetion urged against
us, is, that our [fiends in Congress
from the other Somthern States have
not counselled scg’_rbssion, and I am
appealed to by myfriend aud collea-
gue (M v- Ore) dojpaynif thiz- i not
the case.”™ T unswer fravlly iz, so
far as my intercourse exiends,  Bu:
at the same time I must be permitted
to say, that I am inclined to thick
these very gentlemen, who are wor-
thy of all our adwiration and es-
teem, would be very apt to make the
most nncompromising secessionists if’
they were, as I wish with all my
heart they were, citizens of South
Carolina.  In all questions of this
kind, involving fundamental changes
of government, we generally find that
the people are abead of their repre-
sentatives, and it is wise and proper
that they should Ye so.  In the ‘or-
diary adwinistration of publie affairs,
the Representative may rightfully as-
sume all responsibility—iut the re-
spansibility of altering their form of

government belongs to the jeaple
and eannnot  he delegated.  Heuer

we frequently hear the remark, even
in our own State, that the represen
tatives are behind the people on the
(question of disunion,

Whilst our fricnds  in Congress,
therefore, very properly declined to
counsel a measure in regard to which
they had no  authority to commit
their constituents, 1 know that t!
will never be found in the vauks of
those who will denounee South Caro-
lina if shie secedes, but that in themn
we will alwayvs fisd men whom we
will Jl'll;hl to honor,

Lastly, it s urged that sceession
will be met by coercion and its ¢y
qnent  ddificulties.  Now,
proceeding to consider this olijeetion,
[ must be peemitted to say. thavit |
were  contending for the  nere
trinmph ol o forensic  discussion, 1
should hold our friends  precluded
from bringing into the arzament any
of the dangers or saerifices of

IN‘I-.!I.'I‘

Se-
ecssion, beeanse the highest authority
amongst them, one for whom  we
all feel a common veneration, (Judge
Cheves,) whilst oppesinge this mens
ure on other grovinds, expressly says
that “no dangers wnd o sacrifices
can be too great i such o cause.”
But [ am seeking wo sueh triumph.
"The forbuds  t—T @ ae- |
tunted, I trust by a hugeher purpose,
I will proceed them o consider this

obijeetion. It opens, 1 adwit, a most

suliject

nnportant inquiry.

The aspeet in which this branch of |
the subject presents itseif to my mind Ir
has always been this,  Will the Ad-
mivistration, with the powers  they |
now possess, undertake, on their own |
regpongibility, to oppose the secession |
of South Cuarolina in any way; or, |
supposing Congress to be in session,
will they ask forits authority to co-
eree us, and for an increase of power

for that purpose? Now the answers
to these (uestions must of course be
wholly conjectural. I doubt very
much if the Cabinct itself is prepared
to answer them without qualification.
Events must control the judznents
and the actions of all men.  But still
it is wige and proper, with the lights
before us, to endeavor to  nscertain
what are the probabilities that bo in
cur path.  No issue would ever be
brought to an arbitrament, if each
party waited to know, with certainty,
the plan of his adversary’s operation.
Whether the administration  may
think it possesses the right and the
power to coerce a seceding State or
not. I cannot pretend to say. We
all know it did net think that it had
sufficient power to coerce a Doston
mob, and asked for more, but did
not obtain it.  Now, I do not intend
to speak in terms of disrespect of the
Administration, or te exeite unfound-
ed prejudices.  Our cause is not to
be strengthened Ly throwing dirt at
any one. It spurns the aid of such
missiles.  Let them be used by those
who have a taste for them. But
in speuking of those who now wield
the power of this Government, and
their friends] we must speak of them
accordiug to their known  opinions,
prineiples and conduct. The school
of politicians to which the Adminis.
tration belengs is the school of con-
solidationists.  Its most prominent
members are thoroughly anti-slavery
in their feclings, their principles and
their policy,  The President believes
that Congress has the power not only
to abolish slavery in the District of
Columbia, but also the slave trade
between the States, and that this
power ought to be exercised, at what
he calls a proper time. His opinions
are on record, and will be found to
be extreme on this subject. Mr.
Webster believes slavery to be an

evil, and “regrets exceedingly that
it exists in the Southern States;” and

whi T me admits that Congress  has
no power to act upon it there, still
he sugpests, to use Lis own words,
‘that in the dispensation of Provi-
dence some remedy for this evil may
occur or may be hoped for hereafter.’
The teath is, that both the President
and Mr. Webster, like many other
advocates of the compromise, are re-
sponsible for much of that very ag.

itation they are secking to  quell.
They have sown broadeast anti-sla-

very docetrines in  the  Northern
mind, and now behiold the  fruit.
“The engineers Lave been hoisted by
their own  petard.” The  Pope
tunght republicanism at Rome, and
republicanism drove him from the
Vatican.  Mr.  Webster  taught
antislavery in Boston, and anti-
slavery drove him  from  Faneuil
Hall. © French Layonets opened the
way for the retarn of his  oliness.
Foderal bayonets opened the way for
the coming of the compromise.

Trained, then, in the school (nt'l!w:
consolidationists, having as little re- |

speet in principle for the secession of
a State as the gedition of a mob, with
all their feelings and opinions opposed

to that iustitution on which rest our |

happiness and prosperity, and which
nominister of State has any right to
denvunce as an “evil” of such mag-
nitude as to eall for a4 “remedy” at
the hands of “Divine  Providenee,”
with such feelings and opinions as
these, 1 say, it is altogether probable
that the Adwinistration, urged on too
by “the power behind the throne,
greater than the throne itself,” will

be disposed to coeree South Carolina, |
Cpestilent
heresy” of seeession, the sulijeation |

The 1’.\t'l.|';-:lli'nll ol the

of o slave State, out of which,

through the “dispensation ¢f DProvi- |

dence,”  the  extinetion of slavery
may be “hoped for, are triumphs to
tempt the ambition of  hetter men
than live in these degencrate  days.
Iu sueh o erusade it is not difficult to
foresee that an army with many ban-
ners wight soon be enlisted; but what
fruits would  victory bring to them.
The Adwinistration would be compel-
led to say to their allies, like Phyrrus
of old: “*Sach another victory, and
we must  go home alone!”  Duat it
may be asked: Is the power to
coerce a sovercign  State so clear
that the eabinet will feel authorized
to exert it on their own responspility?
Ave there not such grave doubts on
the subjects as to make them pause
belore  proceeding  to such an ex-
treme? I have already said that the
Cabinet belong to the school of the
consolidationists. They deny the sov-
ercignty of the States; they contend

that the States never were govereign;
that at no period had they powers of
sovereignty, or if they hud they have
transferred them all to the General
Gevernment.  They say that ““the
doctrine of republicanism is, that the
majority can do no wrong, in the
same sense in  which it is said
in England, that the King can do no
wrong, and for the same reason;
hecause there is no legal remedy.”*
With such doctrines as these, it is
casy to perceive that the Administra-
tion would not call it *‘coercing”
a sovereign State, but merely
enforcing the laws on the disobedient
citizens of an empire, who have mno
more right to' justify their proceed-
ings, under the autherity of South
Carolina, than under the authority
of their particular protege, Hungary,
whose recent attempt at a redress of
grievances has found such wonderful
“favor at court.” Ttis true, that
we have all been taught to believe
that this *‘government, ecreated by
coempact, was not made the exclusive,
or final, judge of the extent of the
powers delegated to itself.  So said
Thomas Jeflerson. in the Kentucky
resolutions; but this good old wine
has been puured into new bottles,
and they have burst. The moderns,
i fear, have forgotten the faith of
their fathers.

But we are not left to specnlation
as to the opinion, at least, of the
head of the cabinet on the character
of secession.  In a letter addressed
during the last winter by Mr. Web-
ster to a dinner party in New York,
he declared that ‘secession is war.’
By this is meant, I presume, that
seccssion on the part of a State is 7p-
#0 facto a declaration of war by her,
The onusand the odium uare to be
thrown upon her. But supposing
that the Administration determine to
use coercion, in what form will it be
attempted? T have been one of
those whe have conjectured, for as I
have alrendy observed eyery thing
on this subject ig conjectural, that a
| blockade of our ports would be
attempted.  In this opinion 1 find
our senior Scnator, (Judge Butier,)
if I understand him zorrectly, does
not concur, ¥ whilst our junior Scna-
tor, (Mr. Rhett,) proncunces it in
very emphatie terms an ‘unmitigated
humbug.”  With such high authority
against me, it is not improbable that
I'may be mistaken in my conjecture,
but it is always wiser to be prepared
than to be surprised. I do not mean
to say that the Government will cull
their measure a ‘blockade.” They
will merely term it enforcing the rev-
enue laws—collecting the customs;
but by whatever name it may be
called, the attempt must very soon
result in nothing more nor less than
actual blockade. It will soon be-
come an interception of all communi.
cation, commercial or otherwise, be-
tween us and ali other Stutes and
uations, maintained by a besieging
force sufficiently powerful to render
| any intercourse with us dangercus to
third parties, and expose them to
scizure. To render their co ercion
effectual, their measure must come
to this: It may commence in over-
hauling vessels at a certain distavee
from shore, and inspecting their
manifests, orin atterapting to ereect
iloating custom houses, but it must
end, I repeat, in what, through re-
speet to the rights of foreign nations,
must be justified as blockade. Dut
blockade is a helligerent measure,
and wust be made pnblie, so that
neutrals may have notice of it, and
act accordingly.  War then, public
war, must be declared against South
Carolina, and Congress must be
cudled on, for Congress only has pow-
er to levy war,

L think, therefore, that the ques-
| tion of coercion must be referred to
{ that body. 'The Administration will

be compelled to do so. But when
| the question comes then no human
| sngacity cap prediet what course
' things will take. The Presiden.
tial question will then be in full
| disenssion.  Much will depend upon
| the bearing which the issne  of coes-
| cion will have upon that question, for
itis the mighty whirlpool which
| draws within its greedy vortex all
| uther snbjects.
Whilst the Administration will be

*Thix iz the language of Chief Justica Craft,
m u recent publication. :

tAUthis point of my remerdin Judge Butler
rose nnd observed thnl& did not understangd him
correetly, and re-stated his position, which will
| be seen in his published speach to which T refer,

as I write without notes, and my memory  does.
not enablo mo 1o repent accurately what was
eaid on the occasion. :

in the hands of the Whigs,the Dem-
ceratic party will be largély ‘in_ the
ascendancy in the next Congress.—
1f it is found that the Sounth Carolina
fjuestion can be made political” capi-
tal ofy it wiil be used for that pur-
pose. - Although the compromise has
patched up a hollow truce :between
the old party leaders, yet there ismo
love between them, There can be
none whatever.  'hey. are as far
apart as ever, and when the Presi-
dential race begins the cry will be
‘eccupat postremum ‘scalies’=*‘the
de’il take the hindmost.” This: was
clearly shown to be the state of feel-
ing at the last Congress, when an at-
tempt was made to get up a great
Union party under a written compro- .
mise pledge. This pledge received .
the signatures of many distinguished
Whigs; but, if my memory serves me,
of only two prominent Southern
Democrate, (Messrs.  Cobb . and
Foote.) } _ i

The cohesive power of the compro-
mise is fast giving way between
party leaders, and they will soon. be
found in hostile array.. .

But should the appeal ¢o Con
by the Administration result in the
passage of some force bill, or other
measure of coercion, tlien we will be
called upon to defend ourselyes with
all the resources we possess, and I
feel the utmost confidence that in
such a contest the South will never
stand neutral. et the sword be put
into the hands of the Executive,.af-
ter a long and angry dcebate in Con-
gress, for the purpose of hewing
down a sovereign State, whose only
sin_has been her impatience to defend
our common institutions, but whocan
‘appeal to the judge of the world: for
the purity of her purposes, and the
Justice cf her cause, and :that sword
must be dyed deep in Sounthernblood
hefore it is returned to its scabbard.
In such a struggle, whoever shall
triumph;-the Union will fall. % .
- Butit ig said by some oft qur
friends that we will have 1o’ direct
issne of force, but that a war of ¢us-
tom houscs and of commercial restric-
tions will be waged against uvs;  in
other wards, that we will be destroy-
ed by fanine, and not by the sword.
Now I think this chjection is only the
blockade idea in another form, and
may as well Le classed under that
head. I ecannot sce how our. com-
merce can be effectually restricted,
except by such measures as must ul-
timately result in a practical blockade
of our ports, and 1 refer to what /I
have already said on that head.—
But if sometbing less than this is
meant; it a sor of peaceable coercien
is intended —then I ask if its hazards
«or extremities are too great to be en-
countered in  defence  of a cause
which is worthy of resistance ‘at eve-
ry hazard and to the last extremity?’
But I think that with ten or fiftéen
millions of the richest products’ of
the enrth for sale, it would be  difi-
cult to destroy our commerce by an
meusure of practical ooercion.-%
we will be content to realize moder-
ate profits and to offer a cheap mark-
et to the world, I venture to assert
that it cannot be closed by a war of
custom houses. But these are but
speculations at best, and if we. wait
to ascertain the exact cost of every
hazard in dollars and cents, we will
never resist cither separately or ¢on-
Jointly. ¥

Supposing, however, that ¢seroion
in no form whatever is attempted,
and that South Carolina is permitted
neaceably to seccde, still our friends
contend that ehe cannot maintain: a
separate existence.  Now this “ob-
Jection secis to me to amount to
nothing more or less ' than - thig:=—
That if Sonth Carclina should " re-
snme those powers which ghe has
delegated to the general government,
and become, what we have always
contended she was, whon she came
into this Union, & free, sovercign
and independent State, then that
moment she perishes. 1 must be
permitted to say, with due respect to
those who urge this argument; Vhag it.
proves too much, and gives uj every-
thing in dispute. Itis & fital con-
cession to the consolidationists, and
will be regarded by them ns a com-
plete suerender. They have alway
contended that the sovereignty of the
States is an abatraction, & mere thin
of words; that it has no practical val-
uey-and cannot protect the citizen,
who, thorefore, owes it no alleginnce.
They say that this is 10t a confeder.
acy of sovereign States, but a goy.
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