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Substance ¢f the Remarics of
HON. WILLIAM I. COLCOCK,
Delivered before the Convention of

Southern Rights Associations, as-
sembled in the Military Ilull,
Charleston, - S. ., May T, 1851.
Mr. DPresident nud Gentlemen of
the Convention: Ifa strangershould
enter this hall, and see this unusually
large assemblage of citizens from all
arts of the State, composed as it is,
in o great degree, of her wea'th, in-
telligence and influence, he would at
once come to the conelusion that some
subject far beyond the cirele of ordi-
nary topics‘had brought them togeth-
er. ,
A short time sinec a member of
one of your local associations rises in
his place, and offers g resolution pro-
posinighat a general convention of
i ations in:the Stato should,
old*in:this, city for the purpose of
consultation and co-operation.
In answer to this call, thus unoh-
strutively made, and without eoncert

of excitement of any kind, I find you

leaving your homes at this busy sca
gon of the year, and at much ex-

ense and inconvenience assembled
were to-day to the number of near
five hundred delegates.

This must affurd to every one the
most convincing proof of the carnest-
mess and sincerity of your purposes,
and of the deep and absorbing inter-

s est of the subject which brings you
‘together.

Iam aware that some of our friends
whose judgment I highly vespeet, are
+of opinion that the action of this body
-should be confined strictly and solely
‘to'the objects and purposes preserib-
-ed 'in'the constitutions of our associa-
#ions, and that we should carefully
abstain from the expression of any
opinions which might have a tenden-
cy to forestall the action of the con-
stitutional convention which has Leen
recently elected, and into whose hands
the safety of the State has been com-
mitted. Whilst I am frce to confuss
that those views may have been urg-
ed in the first instance with much
~propriety against the call of this Con.
yention, still I must be permitted to
gay that it is expecting too much of
a popular assembly like this, under
the circumstances which now s
round us, to tread this narrow path
rwithout touching those great (ues-
rtions which lie on cither side of it,
cand which now fill the bLearts and
»minds of our whole people.

For one, therefore, I do not regret
sthat the questions which are present-
»ed by the report and resolutions now
“before us, have been presented for
~our consideration,

I regard this as a family council,
=as a meeting of friends bound togeth-
«er by the indissoluble ties of a com-
*mon destiny, and we should conduct
~our deliberations Liere, and our ais-
cussions hereafter, with that fairness,
~candor, and good temper, which are
-due alike to our own characters, and
ito the interest of our State, for whose
welfare T know we all feel an equal
:and ardent devotion.

In entering on the discussion of
ithe questions before us, the first thing
ithat strikes the miud is the almose en-
tire unanimity of opinion which per-
vades this body, and indeed the

whole State, upon the subject of a|
digsoiution of our present form of|

government, I feel mysell justified
in saying that it is the universal, de-
liberato, and well considered judg-
ment of the people of South Carolina,
that the governmert under which wo

)are living, as now adwministered, is
destructive of their rights, property
and safety; and that having no hope
of reform, they are nnder the solemn
obligations of duty to themselves and
their children, to secck for seccurity
and protection under some other form
of government.  Am I wrong in this
assertion, or do I state the proposi-
tion in terms that are too strong * If
[ am in error, then it would bhe
idle for me to say another word,

not triie I admit in ndvance that my
conclusions will be false.

If the usuvpatious of this govern-
ment; it its entive departure from its
original purpose and design; it its
hostility to our institutions; il its un-
Just and unequal administration; in
‘short, if' its ntter unworthiness of our
confidence and support, are still open
questions or questions for re-consider-
tion, then I have nothing to say which
iv worth a moment's attention.

Ifthe people of South Carolina
have not made up their minds on
these qucstions, or if they desire to
veverse their judgment, then let them

tionably Gelongs to them as freemen :
judze now, or reverse their judgment.,
t may be unpicasant, nay it may

ions long und publicly avowed; bat it
is better, far better, to do so, than
knowingly to persist in error, and to

cisive action.  But I will wot pre-
sume for a moment that any such
state ol [eeling exists here  or elae-
where; that there is any fluctuation of
opimon  awong  our -peonle on the
great questions conneeted with the
continuanee ol this Governmuent. [ re-

wen-—your Senators, your Repre
sentatives, yonr members of the Lee.
islatare, your public funetionaries,
you yoursclves, the people, all, all
are respousible,

The sentiment is unanimous  that
South Carclina wust never submit to
the past argressions of the General
Govermnent.  Now, whatever signi-
fication may he attached to the terms
of * submission”” and ¢ resistanes
clsewhere, 1 presume they are well
defined in South Carolina.
sistunce” we do not mean mere Pro-
test and remonstrance, but something
actual, practical, organized, forcible,
if force be made necessary for de-
fence.  Such has alwayvs been  the
usnal congtruction  placed by this
State on the celebrated resolutions of
Kentucky and  Viesinin.  When,
theretore, it is said that Sonth Cuayo-
lina must neyver submit, I uniderstand
all thoss who hold this langunoe o
mean  that the State shall, within a
reasonable time, adopt some such
practical, efiicient, and decigive morle
of resistance, as will justify the use
of all her vights and resourees, to re-
lieve herselt from the injurics which
have heretolore been inllicted upon
lier.

Bueh iz the seed we have sown,—
Are we prepared to eat the fruit
which it offers to oar lips 7

Mre. President, this is not the com-

as this is the postulate of all the ar.
gument I expeet to offer; and if it be

exercise the privilege which unques- |
be even humiliating. to retroct 0pi:1-|

carry ouat doubttul epinions into de- |

peat, then, that having no hope of |

B.'.' “rc-‘!

mencement of a new controversy.— |

in convention asscmbled, and to furn.
ish her with the means of maintaining
and defending her final judgment.—
Into the hands of that august tribu.
nal the honor, the liberty, and the
safety of the State have been com-
mitted, and by its decision all must
be prepaved to abide.

Such, then, are tho wundisguised
sentiments and purposes of the peo-
ple of South Carolina, and such the
present attitude of the State before
the world,

Thus far have we advanced with
almost perfect unanimity. Thus far
have events been allowed to progress
without scarcely any organized oppo-
Bition.

Tor the present position of the
State, then, we are all responsible.
Noappeal has been taken, and all are
concluded by the pust.  From this
high position, therefore, and from
no other, we must mow survey the
whole field before us, and decide
what the future demands of us which
shall be in harmony and consistency
with the present and the past.

Shall the next act in the drama
| sustain the unity of the preceding
ones ?

|
| In this deeply interesting conjunc-
ture of our public afliivs we find our-
| selves assembled this day, and for the
first timeur counsels are divided—
divided, too, on the gravest issue
i which can be presented for our con-
' sideration.
| To me this division is a source of
IF profound regret. At the very thres-
{ held 1 findamnyselfealled apon to dif-
| fer from those with whom 1 have been
associnted all my hfe, and  whese

Carolina it she will take {he initia-
tive? .

Second,  IMaving failed upto this
time to abtain any ]ilud;__m of cn-ope-
ration from the governmout of any
other State, shall South Civoinn se-
cede alone?

The first measure, beins that of
my opponents, I have carelully en-
deavored to state with aceuriey and
precision; justice and fair-deahing de-
mand this in every controversy.  In
one like the present [ shonld despise
mysell wers L capable of doing other-
wise,

It may be urged that 7 have pnt
the first branch of the question in too
strong terms—*Shall Sonth Caroli-
na abandon her preparations,” &e.,
for it may be said, she might coutin-
ue her preparvations, even though she
determines to wanit for co-operation.
To this [ reply that it is vaii—utter-
ly vain--to expeet the people to sub-
mwit to the present extraordinary rate
of taxation, it their money s not
wanted for immediate purpises.  1f]
therefure, we decide to wait, we must
certainly “abandon our present pre-
parations.”’

I will now proceed to exnmine this
proposition with the attention due to
its importance. aud the respect dne
to those who advoeate it, 1 aduir,
without hesitation, that conjoint se-
tion on the part of two or more States,
il it conld be procured, is preferable
to separate action on the pat of any
one State,

But I distinetly declare it as my
deliberate judminent, that cu-opera-
tion canuor be obtained inthe man-
ner proposed, in our day and genega-

judgment and opinions 1 highly res-
| pect.

Foremast amone tlese stands your

tion. Is it intended to adjourn the
issae to a distant future—to begueath
it to our children? Surely not.—.

ocen my loty day after day, to stand

cupen the floor of the Senate Chamber
during that memorable contest, whose

Listory is familiar to you 2ll; and to

ubserve the conduct of that Senator,

fwhen ufter the death of your great
statesman he had, singlehanded al

alone, to contend, in your name, {or

[ the canse of “*truth, justice, and the
| Constitution.””  Few, sir, at a dis-
tance from the scene ean fully under-

(stand and appreciate the eares, the
anxicties, the heavy responsibilities
fof a situation like this to one of his
prowd spivit and pureintegrity. Well

and nobly did Le discharge his Ligh |

trust, and richly has he merited your |

[eontidence and  affeetion.  Dut nl-|
though it is painful t difler from one |
so meh honor and esteem, [ must i.

1

|

|

imitate his examples and  follow iy
own convietions of duty. 1 qw con
r«'u]t'(l Lo }JI\' lli‘..' I'l.'!]!'L'li'-ll. l}::l'.
though we diverge at this point we
fwill soon come  together aeain, and
. that when the State deeides between
us, we will eordially wiite in carrying
| out her decision,

Our discussions thus  far have
fhi‘uu_'__'hl‘. us to the consideration of
Ctwo leading measares, both professinge
“l‘-
| fore cutesing on the considesation of
these measures. allow me to say that |
[T understandd it to be the ceneral
Lindgment of this assembly that the

Cto have the same coud o view.,

Legislatore, at its next regolar ses

We are in the midst of our ol sion, shoald appoint a time for the
and lonc-pending contest, and onpe ! meeting of the eonstitutional Conven

iy * 1 1o} na plip 1 i $ . ryr
ground has already been taken. We | tion, which was elected in February

a spuring hand-——the taxing power— |y and on hier own responsibility,
was freely exercized and as lreely re. without prowise of cooperation [rom
sponded to by an earnest and intelli- | any State, and declining to earvy on
gent people, who well understoad [y | auny further ancnsares of  that ort,
vihint purpese their money was de- | annonnees  lo the Southern
manded, It is now, therefore, too | States her determination not to se-
late, 1 repeat, to retrace the past.— ! cedo alone, but to wiit until o given
What has been done has deliberately { nmmber of snch Stutes <hall
been done, and deliberately confivm. | their governments pledgoe the public
ed,  The people have determined to foith, cither to secede in the first in-

othier

put the State upon her sovereiguty stance, or to co-operate with South

most delicate power, which every | don the preparation for vesistanee, | S0V 0 gonerab tenns, that the we
faithful representative excreises with | which she Lias thus farmalde separite: |

|

; _ ¥ Then we are to do the ‘e n
reform, we arve all the avowed. J- 10 | ‘“'I o Hr:mn:m' '5“!:--'*"-1-"'" ]illvllerf.— ardves, aud it is with this i
crate; ami sincere widveeates pf digpy. | YHSY 8LTH GOV ation el L proccedatol
dons <Iap this state of Adbtic Tt andd hionen: o t"l'_‘{kh-u'—‘u---:w- P i, i AR e
ment T tuke v tull shave of resporn '“f'l TRGRHIYOLOESIoN LIl L UApouss o subiede of ¢
sibility, and so must all your public | e Yes, M. Lo cag it has b opers on,

1t is ndmitted on all sides, that at
present there is no hope of coapera-
tion by anz Sfate, on account of the
past ageressions of the Government,
with the exeep st off Mississivpi; and
as her Convention 1s to weet in No-
vember next, her pesition will he de.
fined previvusly to the meeting of sur
Cuonvention,

The governments of all the ather
States have thus far, nuder the jssu
es yet made, deelined to adopt nuy
measures of resistance. 1'o the {u.
ture then we muast look for events to
Lring about cocoperation, The Com-
1'1‘-.'4;.]-'1.' has fatled to do so. I we
wiit then for new jssues to prodece
t_'l'----!'-L'l\:i'l..-:x, do we not
wit to the past, and o abaudon the
thie

agree to sul.

5= (,i' {'nlilinl'n.l:.-’il' a8 i Cuase

steps backwards?  Candidly and sin-
cerely think so. Butlet this s
—lot the t-"_f- ction be vaotten 1 il

do not think it is mer by sayving
We do not sulimit 1o the Cowmyro.

!Li‘l.‘l': Wi 11:1‘I\‘ l-i'll' uire |".I‘."“

i store for us.

Itis aveaed thar ¢o "

erntion will

l"']'[-lizlll"-' he |.|||-‘.I’_’E;l nl 1t 1,."" future !

aperessionss that the ant

ty in Congress will cow e O
en, agerant, palpable violation of the
richts of the slave S spnethings,
I presime than has

alveady bieen o ney whieh will untte

of conrse, worse

wnst advance,  We are advancing. | last under its diveetions. No one that | !h‘w'r .‘"i:xl'._' S ':||‘ 1 '."'.'" it ion -:..
We ciumat close our eyes to the past. I am aware of provoses that the Lz u:-:lh:hnjﬁ from the i tiim, ud estab- |
What has been Il'lli(}tt.'llllllnl Le un- | islature shonld decline this office. As | lish o Sonthern ( :m.-.{..,_.- 3
done.  The State, under the gui- | the term of service of the present | 1’1':1.1.'..--{ coneny in :5‘.':-a \-i'--..\-_ o
dance and direetion of her covstitus | Legislature will expire on the second Ly I :“1 the proful ities are |
ted anthorities, has alveady taken the  Monday in Il:.tzf.lu.-!-, 852, 1 presume H;—':'”-"l ns. Phe wrmess HE you
initiative, and eatered on Lnportant as amatter ob course, Il‘:.u'. [lu'-l meet- [ OLECTVCAVe Lo cume I w ”i eSS
measures. A convention of the peo- g of l!u'_ ( 'nlh'rh!j-i!. will Lie fixed ot | from the .*.- vernment, ' ¥ st
ple has been ordered and elected, and  some ]bn-nml anterior to that 1ln_\-._~-; b puly anle, fh, L oBVasIons
large supplies have heen demanded | -\_“*‘"“"'1'}( Uu':t_ thut !I:"'. Convention | Your ab : 'y cotmnty d vler th
and are i the course of l.'.\']'l'll'“!lll'i'. will be ”.] geszion sometime hetween ! T"ll:."-.l-f :.; .\'.‘ f3 1t nieunt thad they
Adthsueh I have heard objections  the 1st ol Javnary and the |._.._ Octy- | must e elearle wneanstinnional, awl
made to the course of our Legislature  ber, 1852, the weasures For its con- | saeli as the Sapreme Comt will <o
on these subjects, yet it has never | stderation mway be stated thus ; H Jroneunee Iy 1::.r.l1 will vot Jiold ot
been repudiated by the peoples That i Tirst Shall South Carolina nhan- | fricnds 1ot 1 adiission, Lt ns

ure witl beof sach o ehinraetor,

aecordin to all veasonnbile presinmp

tions, vill unate the Moaul o with
deawine from the Union,
Lot us now mnuive whar are the

i-|'.-‘r|'-1"|':.--~ that sueh wmeusnres wil)
Le il [ul il_‘,' Coneress i oar 1]:._\’.

LT :.-. .:.h‘._:_’_ ovoer 1'.;‘- '.\3..|l.' l.t'nl. ul'

1 F - . ]
throngh | controversy i which we are at pres tleader

eunt engaced, 1 can sce no meas
of the ehuracter referred  to which
Congress coulil adopt except two:

Jes

the abolition of slavery in the District
of Columbia, and the repeal of the
fugitive slave law. These are the
only two measures which stand out
prominently in the foreground. I
can think of no others. No slave
State is applying for admission, no
territory remains for the application
of the Wilmot proviso. No one, I
presume, would pretend to say that
any legislation on the old issues of
the tariff, a bark, or internal improve-
ments, would unite tho South in any
measures of resistance to this Gov-
ernment.  The aggressions referred
to by our friends, I presume, are to
be direct anti-slavery measures.

Iet us see, then, if either of the
measures J have named are likely to
be adopted by Congress.

First, as to the abolition of slavery
in the District of Columbia. In my
ojinion this measure will not be
adopted, or, if it is, it will be in such
a form as will fail to produce united
resistance on the part of the South,
These are my reasons for this opin-
ion.  Whilst I believe that the anti-
slavery or alolition party is increas-
ingz both in Congress and out of it,
vet Ido not believe that they will
have strength enough to accomplish
this measnre at this time.

Politicians manage these things in
Cougress.  They have the power to
do 80 at present, and understand
their business thoroughly.  They will
permit nothing to be done at  this
tine which will unite the South.—
I'hey cannot stop agitation, it is true,
cither in or out of Congress. Men
will talk, and rant, and write, but
when it comes to voting, the inven-
tions are numerous for arresting that
evil.” The authors of the compro-
mise are still upon the stage. That

{1 wanted now, 18 (o I(E('}i the Sont

ameasureis to lie. made a test ques-
_others oy -
Sontl]

Vil o o L el £
El"\?r

ential

quieb. A peuce must be patched
with her.  She must be let alone for
i while, until ber back becomes fitted
to the burthen which has just been
placed upon it. - She must be flatter-
e, and courted and enjoled.  Liber-
al effers will be made to induce her
o joinin the canvass.  High places
will be prowised her; in short, she is
wanted and must be won.  This is
the conrse things will take, and only
let South Carolina give up her pur-
tose of sceession—let her say that
she will not leave the Union until
shie obtaing co-operation through fu.
ture nreression, and resistance in
any form s at an end.  But I have
intimated that this measure might be
adopted in a form which will fail to
produce the result which our friends
predict.  Let me explain what I

; .
Jo et

us o on and sce what the future has |

lvery par- |

p for ‘l-!"'?;"'.l*. 1'L-I.«i‘~::u:11v--'.' Will s | yean,
{““l_ 1:",‘,.[":1‘ i :l\_,l.;-:" ‘: i J\L‘I'I'il'll.ithl‘q-l'; {  Ifslavery is abolished in the Dis-
el sk seitad I o triet of Columbia at the present day,
be taking, not only nne, but many

it will be done with the consent of the

i.cl.n'ci.wlulvrﬂ there. T'hat species of

| property 18 becoming daily more in.
[ secure, and of course less valuable,
| The facilities for abduction, the
[ spread of abolition doetrines, and the
preseuce of gome 8 or 9000 free ne-
| roes, npainst 3 or 1000 slaves, out
Lof o total population of 50,000, al
L eombine to render slave property
there of very little  value.  When
{ the alternative is presented to the
| people of the District of losing their
I staves altogether, or selling out even
[at o reduced price, it is plain which
[ conrse they will adopt. The consent
ol the slaveholder to sell will thus be
Feasily oltained, and then the right
[of Congress to purehase will be the
{only remaining difficulty to be over-
[ eome.  Now, it must be remembered
Cthat the general power of Congress
[ to abolish slavery in the District of
 Colnnbiac is still an open question,—
P M Clay,and bis school of  politi-
cinus, i T understand them, admit
ihe power, it say that its exercise
world be achreach of faith to Virgin:
wandd Maryland whilst they reain.
ol .~'..|\'r-f:u‘.d‘|n;.; States; and now,
Spee the retrocession of Alexandria
v Vieginin this objection would be
arrowed downy 4 presume, to a
brcachof faith to Maryland alone, —
| I slaver s, thevefore, should be alol-
(shedin the District of Columbia with
L the consent of the slaveholders, the
Laquestion then comes up. Wil the
South unite in dissolving  the Union
i because Congress Lhas done, what, in
Cthe judgient of the greatest party
of the day, and his numerous
followers, is only a breach of faith to
! Maryland?  Will Maryland herself,
with 78,000 free negroes to 89,000

[
1
]

"gé-élal-zi-to: it

slaves within her borders, (for such
18 the astounding fact disclosed by
the last census,) be the first to raise
the banner of disunion. Will Geor-
gia do so? DBefore her Convention
met I would have answered thie
question without an instant’s licsita-
tion in the affirmative.” But the ac-
tion of that Convention has afforded
ground for very grave and painful
doubts on this question.

Previously to the meeting of that
body it had become the uniferm, in-
variable mode of expressicn on this
subject by all the Southern States to
say, if Congress should abolish slave-
ry in the District of Columbia, then,
&e. This was the stercotyped form-
ula of words— plain, distinct and un-
equivocal, which had entered into the
vocabulary of the whole South in
laying down their platform of resist-
ance. But the Georgia Convention
deliberately, and upon consideration,
abandoned the use cf  these - plain
terms, which could give rise to no'dis-
pute ag their true intent and mean.
ing, and adopted this mode of ‘ex-

ression: *That the State of Georgia,
in the judgment of this Convention,
will and ought to resist, even (as a
last resort) to a disruption of every
tie which binds her to the Union, any
action of Congress upon the sulject
of slavery in the District of Colum-
bia, or in places subject to the juris-
diction of Congress, incompatible
with the safety, the domestic tranquil-
lity, the rights, and the honor of ‘the
slaveholding States,’ &ec,
Now, I ask, what does this change
of phraseology mcan? It must
mean something, or why adopt it in
preference to the other, which has
become a3 familiar as houseliold
words to the whole South. Was it |
intended to leave a door open for a
n

'rs'z:irc!jr" 1 E ey Yoy £
c‘uillity, the rights, and the hee o of
the slaveholding States’ is a very

once to doubt and construction.—
This action on the part of Georgia
justifies, I repeat. very grove doubts
as to the course she would pursue if
davery should be abolished in the
Diatrict of Columbia, with the con-
sent of the slavcholders, or in any
other way which it might be argned
wag not ‘incompatible with the rights,
honor, safety and tranquillity of the
South,’

Let it never be forgotten that Vir-
ginia, in 1847 and ’48, made the
abolition of the slave trade in the
District of Columbia a measure which
she would resist at ‘every hazard and
to the last extremity.’ But, in
1849, she abandoned this ground,
and fell back upon the abolition of
the slave trade between the States as
her ‘casus belli.”  When asking how
this ehange of position was justified,
the only reply I have reccived was
thia: ‘Wo #uum'[ we had taken too
high ground, and we abandoned it
and took another position.” So I
fear it will be fonnd that in ten years
from this time the emancipation by
Congress of some two or three thon-
gand slaves in the District of Colum-
bin, with the consent of their owners,
involying, as many think, no breach
of the Constitation, but only a breach
of faith to a single State, which, State
may be the first to excuse it, is  too
high ground to justify the secession
of any member of this Confederacy.

I repeat, therefore, my deliberate
opinion, that sinvery will not be abol-
ished in the District of Columblia in
our day and generation, or, ifit is
abolished, it will be done in some way
which will prevent united resistance
on the part of the South.

The next measure to which T have
referred is the repeal of the fugitive
slave act. It is a matter of infinite
surprise to wme how anv close obsery-
er of onr politienl affairs  ean lor o
moment suppose that this luw will bie
repealed by the next Congress, or {i
many years to come.  ‘Ilisis the on-
ly measure of the compromise whose
repeal i3 threatened.  Some of those
measures arve, in fact, irrepealable by
Congress; they need no further help
from their friends, but can now take
care of themselves.  But the issue of
repeal is distinetly made on the fugi
tive slave law, and thovgh the efforts
of the Abolitionists may be bold,,
open, and vigorous, they cannot car-
ry a majority of both houges of Cosie
gress and the President, Theadntin.
istration and all the.advocated of the

‘could’ yentare to" do

complex proposition, and gives rige at {'out further proof, excep

compromise have determined to kqep
this law upon  the Statute - Book s
That is the™issuc. Its execution’ ig

auother thing,  We all know it is

I

aws may somelimes require extraon
dinary means to enforce them, but a
law which always requires such means
for its enforcement s not worth the
parchment it is written on. = This is
a truth which sooner or later will
force itself upon the popular mind,
and hence the deep anxiely and_em.
barrassment of the Administration,
and the advocates of the compromise
in relation to. this law. )
in their hearts and consciences “that
this law is not what every Jaw ought -
(o be, the instrument of cheap and
speedy justice; and hence they seek
to cover up this glaring fact, and’to
create a diversion upon the jssue ‘of -
its were formul repeal by, Congress; -
and upon this issue, I tell' you, they
will succeed, let Giddings rave; or
Seward ylot, or Sumner talk Leroies’
as he may. S EayRe S
Althogh I have a most perfect
conviction that this law will not be re-
pealed, T have at'the same time a

i

modified to suit Northern prejudices.
I do not wean to say that this is: cer-
tain. I desire to state my positions
with exactness and without the Jeast
exaggeration. s

The advocates of the compromise
declared from the day of its adoption
they ‘would oppise the “repeal” or
‘fany  essential modification,” of the
fugitive slave law. . Mark you, any
cssential wodification.  Now. there
are several features of that law
which its supporters are ready tos
modify, for the purpose of incre
their strength ot the North,

that 'the fuginve was t
claimant, to be used in

fy, &c. This would be a 0P tor
erberus. - As to the trial by jury;
I presume Mr. Webster himself
would be willing to engraft: that pr
vision on the law, for it was a provis-
ion iu the bill which he himself intro-
duced before leaving the Senate. -
Repeal, therefore, I regard as out
of the . question, Modification "or
amendment mway be attempted, bus
very cautiously, A kst
The abolition of slavery in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the ‘repcal of
the fagitive slave law, then, are the .
only overt acts of aggression whick,
in my judgwent can be committed by
Congress against the South at this
time. I feel the most abiding confi-
dence that neither will be done' in our
day. Our adversaries will take care
that the measure of aggression shalk
be just so much as will stop short of
uniting the South. Your patience
shall be their gange. - The adavoeat
of co-operation then must adjourn the
question of disunion to another day.
If the past, or any issne which may
be made upon the past, cannot unites
the South, then the future of our day
will afford no measnre for resistance.
My solemm belief, therefore, is that
co-operation is submission to the com-
promise. Subwmission toafthe past,
with no hope for the future. ].E?;-:,
in using the term submission, I do
not mean to apply it in any offensive
sense whatever to our fiiends who
differ from us on this oceasion. |
from it. . I know they are men who
would spurn the idea of voluntary
submission, with all the goorn and in-
dignation of unsullied patriotism. I
spenk to them, us 7 would have them
speak to me, with sincerity and ‘res-
pret. Lmust be allowed, therefore,
to env to them, your position ‘drifts
you with the incvitable certainty of
the Culf Stream to submission. “You
will ratify the  Compremisé. . The
voier of South Carolina - will be hagh-
ed.  Bihe eannot go back to feed up-
vn the husks of high sonnding resolu.
tions, protests and remonstrances, In
two years she wiil sink down'inta the
attitude of wiler non-resistauce : ‘ne
human power @an avert this resnifs
What in.others anight be toler
her would be derid f:h?.g
so far that ghe st now, 4b
urito herself” ' Dut it nia
we will be inno wers

Fractically repealed “already.” ‘Al '

aa-t'o_ identi- -

They know «

very strong conviction that it may be *
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