~ their free indulgence.
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- Remarks of My, Eatler.
‘Before the Convention of Southern
5. : ..  Rights Association.

.- MR, PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN:
This'is an oceasion that has associa-
‘ted with it in its probable conse-
-quences grave responsibilities—such
as: have intensely engaged and
“heavily oppressed my mind.
~The highest exertion of human
~wiadom is to make a good government.
0! chunge established  institutions
svith o view of subsziitnting others in
‘their place, requires  boldness, fore-
@ght and deliberato design.  Whilst

- ‘impulsive enthusiasm may be well re-
ceggarded as the motive powes, ant o

‘& wise element in such 2 conjuncture,

_'__'-_;if'_-.ﬂilg]{lt.-ﬂf’t to . pssume the tone of
_proseriy
g :

% f«?ﬁ

: .Qudguiunt\nnd experience.’

tive ipnriiense.
by those whe have the conteol

ST Lt )
The feel-
ings which I see here manifested, do
“honor t5 the hoarts of those who -en-
tertain and express them. They
“spring from the hearts of intelligent
frcemen, ‘who, knowing their rights,
“are willing to make any sacrifico to

~maintain. them. _In taking counsel
from the highest impulses of their
naturo, they are impatient at nniy
~suggestion that might interfere with

The venera-

‘ble Cheves— who has been regarded

LR s

“as an adviger of both wisdom and

courage—has presented to you a
communication well calculated to ar-
rest your attention. Itis one that
will command, I am sure, throughont
the' Southern States, a profound re-
spect. Yet I have scen that paper
meet with the impatience of the great
and almost uncompromising oxcite-
‘ment which prevails here; and even
with some’ who have, no donbt, taken
_their heat from the fires that were
“kindled by his'bold and commanding
eloquence.  Under such intimations,
T might woll pauso in giving you my
. gounsels,
. .We are gontlemen, in a crisis that
calls upon every one, especially overy
man who has accepted a seat in this
Convention, to do his duty; and to
£iyo you the conviction of his delib-
erate -judgment. No man should
avoid responsibility, by taking refuge
in watchful silence and prudent neu-
trality.

Many have thought that my official
ipositon would have allowed me to re-
aain away and take advantage of the
ourrent, I have been summoned by
gy fellow-citizens to mingio in the
current, and help to guide it, or be
ovorwhelmed by its violence. I em-
bark with those who have o common
destiny with me. The fate of the
peoplo of South Carolina shall be my
fate—let what way come, I shall
stand or fall with South Carolina, the
fond mother of my birth and my af-
fections. In the advice and counscls
that I may give, I am willing, before
the tribunal of an impartial history,
to abide by the judgment of my
gountrymon,

‘It has been my fate, for the last
five years, to take, as your represen-
tative, a responsible part in the Na-
tional Councils of the Confederacy.
I have hieen made to feel the oxpo-
sure of a struggling and isolated mi-
nority to an arrogant majority, who,
feeling the vulgar strength of self-
sustaining numbers, have resorted to
all the machinery of a tauntingau-
dienco and a gordid press to put un-
der the ban the State whoso ropre-
sentative L wag, I have always had
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tions.
South Carolina oceupied a' position

from which she could laok down with
the luxtry of scorn upon truckling

partizans and trading politicians, who
found it convenient: to- assail Her to
subservo their solfish ends,  She has
been a stumbling block to' many, who,
if they had dared, would have placed
their troacherous foot upon‘her: I
say here, that I bad rather encounter
all the hazard of debate with fifty
Sonators, or any: hazards that might
present' themselves outside . of -her
limitg, ' than differ with' a single sin-
cere friend in this assembly as to any
measure calculated to affect the, dig-
uity, honor, and rights of our cherish-
od Commonwealth. e
I am persuaded that our difference
of opinion will, in the cnd, be more
apparent ‘than real. I may well
question the policy of a celerity that
may be too much actuated by gallant
zeal and uncaleulating chivalry.  If,
with the more prudent resolution of
Ulysses, perbaps without its wigdom,
I muy te dispesed to restrain the iin.
petuous courage of Diomede, I shall
have none of the resentful temper of
Achilles, nor the grumbling censori-
ousness of Thirsytes. No, my coun.
trymen, my heart is too much in
the cause you are engaged irsto suffer
me to do any thing but whut is
prompted by ‘a solemn duty. Ttis
trae that the proceedings of this body
will not have the sanction: and au-
thovity of law, bat they Wil earry
with

Jjealousies

them throuchont ‘the State [selves and pesterity
ull the influence, whreh  cloguence, | not.
patrictism and energy can imyart. [ may be cffectual, and shall only ob--

) much to ﬂgdtﬁiﬁ.éﬁ,ﬁ_iil:tryiﬂg"__s“-iﬁd:';t'lulléabtﬁt'i_ﬁ.' - Whilst ' measures svere’
My conviction was, - that

under consideration, in ‘which = the

slaveholding  and  non-slaveholding

States were' at issue, ‘I expressed
myself freely, but with the circum-
spection of one who was willinig to let
his remarks bo carried out to their
consequences. : The ropresentatives
of the planting States spoke out with
signal © unanimity tho resolutions
of three  different Legislatures.
I am proud to say, that the
resolutions .. of  South ' Carolina,
compared with some others, were in

toerras moderate, in tono firm, and in

urpose deliberate.  All these reso-
utions’ were regarded ‘as’ mutual
pledges and covenants for tho South.
ern States :to mnke common cause,
and to stand by each other,’ The
Southern members conferred togeth-
er, and at one time would have been
prepared. to sink or swim in a com-

‘mon struggle, and their destinies as

involved'in & common fate. For
a time the winds of all true men of
the South, were lifted above the mis-
eravle contentions of party and the
of neighboring  strife.
Under the influence of this suspicions

state of tnings, I finished one of my
apeeches with a high note from the

Diomede of the old Thirteen—our
neighbor Georgia—*Equality or In-
dependence.”  And Isay now,  if
the -SBouthern States had become
united, they would have wade good
this declaration. They bave it in
their power to make it good at any

thne; and they will Lie votrue to then. |

i " {

if

I eliall shrink from o tand it

They will kinve committed advocuies | ject to such mensures, us, in my opn-.

L nadon wedeenione tham, |

arrayed with an clognent sternness
which!iiya commaunded my admitating
and v Heaptaln s, i
At e i g slate mtnE - of T Wiohes
and impending dangers to Southern
institutions.  Other Fouthern States
cannot condemn it without condein-
ning their own resolutions aud solemn
pledges. 'Tho paper has impressed
upon it unmistakable marks of sin-
cerity and deliberate . purpose. Its
author, or authors, are ready to stand
by it, and make it good in the truc
import of the terms, “at every
hazard, and to the last extremity.”
By others, it may be differently “re-
garded.  Some who will give it their
sanction, may even regard it as the
nucleus of a State party, to be used
thus far and no farther. I choose to
regard it ns a solemn beginning, that
may result in an important end, that
will deeply affcet the destinies and
interests of this country. And as
my friend from St. John's has said
on another occasion, ““we should take
no beginning without looking to its
probable end.”

The yproceedings contemplated will
require Soutly Carolina to wead her
way through a narrow pass as yet
untrodden and unexplored. Some
are prepared to tread it with con-
fidence and boldness, and to find its

termination by experiment—as.  Su- |

warrow was said to have found his
enemy by the point of the bayonet,
Others, on the contrary, insist on the
prudence of reconnoisance before the
probable termination shall be in-
dicated.

The object of the address is not
only to put the State on the track of
seperate secession, but by the mea-
sures contemplated to commit the
State, now to that determination; in
other words, it excludes the idea that
the State will have in its power to
adopt any other measuro, The leg-
islature 18 required, as far as those
proceedings can impose an obligation,
to call the Convention together, and
that body then is to put the State, as
soon as it can, on the trial of scparate
independence.

In relation to this measure, and
others connected with it and which
have been presented as alternatives.
1 have nothing to disguise—I lave
no opinion to retract, no sentimont
to suppress, T shall at least be cor-
sistent with myself.  In sctting fortl
our wrongs and endeavoring to rouse
sentiments of resentment to them,
and in preparing the public mind for
measures of effectual resistance to the
encraachments of the Federal Goy-
ernment on Southern Institutions,
through the breaches of a violated
Constitation, I have ondeavored 1o
do my duty to the best of my ability,
and I Lave no steps to 'tni:u bagie
wards,  What stops forward ‘i3 the

Sath e beutlitnily
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e imins e result in failrive and T dis-

The address which has been read | comfiture.  If measures canvot be |
contains a recital of imposing truths, | devised——as Z believo thoy cannot—
285 | o restore n lost equality~—an equa
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willing toitake neasures oroan hon
orable indeyiendenee of such Statos
as by their conjunction can assume
the attitude, and invest themselves
with the attributes of a national sov-
ereignty.

As this is a grave conclusion, or
onc that will so be regarded beyond
this meeting, I must subwit the pro-
position upon which it is founded.

The constitution of these States
was intended by its express and dele-
gated powers to impose limitations
on the department of the I'cderal
Government. For some years these
limitations were observed in good
faith; and after it was said that some
of them had been violated; it was
thought that the States, by the inter-
position of their sovercignties, could
cnfocce an obscrvance of  them,
The securities of good faith have long
since disappeared, and the power of
the States to interpose to protect
their reserved rights lias not and will
not be recognized by the TFederal an-
thority. All the provisions of the
Constitution intended for the protec-
tion of a minority have been perver-
ted by artlul construction, or fraudu-
len¢ compromise: nnder these com-
promises: under these combined influ-
ences the Southern States have not
only lost their influence, but will
become worse than dependent pro
vinces. They will become proseri-
bed pelitical  communities— disfran-
chised from the high honors of the
Federal Government, and with their
property and institutions liable te
confiscation and unprovoked invasion.

The Southern States can no longer
be the nurse of great statesman.
The ambition of the cagle’s flight will
be no longer seen—we may lhave
crows and ducklings who will be
ready to he satisfied with the crumbs
and garbage of office. Thero are
thosé who will be willing to make an
casy transition to  degradation,- by
being eandidates for the sccondary
and  subordinate offices.  Suppose
there were a provision in the Consti-
tution, that no man from the South
Atlantic States, should be cligible to
the Presidency, it would not chauge
the present state of things. Such
a clause might as well be in the Con-
stitution for all practical purposes.

To conclude the proposition, the
Federal Government has become
a despotism of an interested majority.
You will ask why bavo not the other
Southern States been ready to join
South Carolina, or rather to come
into a_voluntary conjunction with
themsclves, to devise measures for
their protection.

I cannot better reply, than by
quoting the purport of’ a  remark,

-
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made by Cemosthen
the reproaches of Tischines, upon the
disnsters of his administration.” =
He snid he had 'tocontend * with
the three great enemies of free
States:  “The jealougy of neighbor-
stowed on corrups orafors, the com-
bined Jovo of pleasuto and the charm
of tranquilty.” 1.
The Southern States have had
some clements of distyation, destined,
I hope, to bo tenporary. The dis-
union of party, in reference to federal
olitics, has been powerful; but, un-
ess I am *mistaken;@ust  become
less. i RN
The TFederal Géyernment has
a Macedenian party.in the South—
strong for a time, through ‘the infla-
ence of office and -patronage. The
greatest enemy to tlt’é‘;ﬁoulh has been
an indisposition to' encounter ‘the
hazards of change. - sf '
As it would be oupzoi piace to
dwell longer on topics that may not
be immediately conngeted with the
questions here to ﬁ‘"‘"‘discusacd—
topics with which thigdssembly ‘s as

well acquainted as Zm—I will go
directly to the measug@g'which I have
suggested, s the ohj#gt and end of

your deliberations.
this Convention, at ¢
take to commit the
of separate secessia
as far as this Convois
ligation on the Stuté
take the step as san
& T shall now 1

hjeetions redpectiu
[ uf procedure, :
I think, in the

¥ imposing,
ean, an ob-
gttion to

Al A
{of el X Ruantiations. he
| Convention of the reopley to be live-
after convencd, having ke responsi-
Lility of decision, ought lo be left jier-
fectly free to form the best judgzment
in its power, under the actual june-
ture of circumnstances that may exist
at the time of its meeting. 1t ought
neither to be instructed nor supersed-
ed by the pre-determination of an irre.
sponsible body—irrespousible I mean
in any official yoint of view. Such
pre-determination, will make an issue
not called for by the occasion, that
must result in popular agitation with-
in the State. It will make divisions
among ourselves, and diselose feelings
which have not heretolore existed,
and ought not to exist. In fact, it
will defeat, rather than promote the
end contemplated. ' show how it
will operate on our friends in other
States, I need only refer to the con.
sequences of movements of a sinilar
character. I say here, that from the
time that prominent men in South
Carolina intimated a purpose to put
the State on the track of separate sc-
cession, in disregzard of the co-opera-
tion of her neighbors, they deprived
our real friends of the power of help-
ing us, I they did not altogether
alineate our friends from their devo-
tion to the Southern cause, they gave
their opponents great advautage over
them. In fact, a Southern party at
Washington, that was fast organizing,
was disselved.  They were willing to
move as fast and as well as they conld,
What would have been their final
resolve and measures, I know not. —
But I do know that they felt that
they were separated from their true
friends by intimations for which their
people were not preparved.  Our an-
cestors made no such advertisement
of their purposes as to cnablo others,
opposed to them, to furce and defeat
them, In general, they were by
their acts abead of their resolves; and
never made the latter without previ-
ously having wmcans to accomplish
them. We secm to reverse this or-
der. We give long notice, in the
forin of speechies and threatening re-
solutiens, 'I'he consequence has been
that short per formances have tollowed
long advertisements, for the reason
that we lost the aid of our true allies.
There aro now friends in other States
willing to do «ll that they can under
the circumstances of their situation.
I fear they will bo driven to disa-
vow us; when, if left to themselves,
they might have pursued a course to
maintain the true but much abused
causo of the Southern States. .
The mecasures intimated in the
araft of the address, and in gome of
the resolutions, will not allow many

T ablwor fo

ing States, the gold of ‘Phillip be-

‘al Conventi

‘no vote upon af
‘they  will ‘have’

officially respornisi

the siti::itiqn“_af rthiﬁigé wher:

‘of their usnal exhibitio, .

of this body to vote’ hem.
who ‘are members'of the Constitution:
: an of th ple; cannc
give a vote to 'control

Judgment. They ought not &
quired to'do so. I bave cony
with Beveral of them, and tho)

there shall bo & real
myself in that eldss, "

wvention shiall be called on’t L
know not. “There may be many in-
structivo’developenients” and revela-
tions before that time. * Madness and-
infatuation take their ‘course’ with a
blind confidence, and at the next ses
sion of Corigress I 'sha)l I~k for somo

Befora'I speak of the .. Jbable and’
conjectural action of the t‘éderﬂ.l___Gw-;
ernment in reference to South Caro-
lina, should she’ determine to secede,
I will notice some views, and submit
some considerations conneated with
Secession as a remedy for our wrongs.

“The right of Secession in the ab-
stract, '{n'l;d the right'of resorting to.
it to effiect a wise and beneficial end,.
in'a political and moral point of view,

be donceded 03 alegal proposition—
whilst-the other, as it may effect oth-

man ean or ought to disregard,
Sonh A opt

Carolicn hafth %
Zoin or remain ont of the  Feddrnl
Union = she éntered as a soveroign,
to enable heseell and confederntes ' to.
rafeet their rights framy. Foreign.

T

1t must have & navy and all th

H
‘that Govoriy b
sur éommercein gvery way it could.,

vers and topronate dgl tic tran- |

!
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partncrs to the oppres

ment of others—this suffering parties
should have the right of resuming
their origipal’ position.. Lo say oth:
erwise would be to make free States
as they entered into the Confederacy,
not merolﬂr-paﬂics- to a despotic Gov-
ernment,but victirs of it against their
consent. ~ But whether secession ‘be
conceded as alegal right, or as meas.
ure of revolution, i8 immaterial, ‘if
there be a real occasion to resort to
it, and it’can be used to effect some
great political end worthy of ita exer-
cise. If it should end in merely sep-
arating the  State from “her  former
confederates, and placing her in o
conditicn - that would require her to
invest herself with all ‘the attributes
and duties of a sovereign nation both
abroad and at howme, then it mizht
bring South Carolina into a situation
of isolation, at war with hor true in'
terests and policy. If she shonld
resort to this measure, with a view of
bringing her neighbors into a politi-
cal connection, o as to enable them
Jointly to form a Confederacy for
themselves, that would be adequate
fox ali the purposes of maintaining
their rights at home and relations
with forcign powers, then it becomes
a question of the greatest maguitude,
full of consequences that should he
looked to with all the eare and intelli-
gence that can possibly be employed.
The State should take no eourse that
would make rivals and adversaries of
her Southern neighbors,  Onithe con-
trary ghe should endeavor by all pos-
sihle means to act with them as allies.
If the State should look to nothing
beyond her own secession, sho will
enable the Federal Government to
make rivals of those who in interest
are, and in feeling, should be her
friends.

I make the broad remarks, that
there is not a vublic man in Scuth
Carclina sensible of a responsible
trust, and foreseeing tho inevitable
conserquences of seporate secession,
that would put the State on tho trial
of that experiment, if the net wero to
operato exclusively on the State itself
such an act would not ‘only cut off
our commerce, but would place it in
the hands of cur rivals. In assuming
such an attitude, it would be the daty
of the State to make arrangements
for the management of her rights
abroad. Her pride would revolt at
gending forth her flag, without some
navy to protectit, and without minis.
ters and consuls' to represent her
rights, and protect her interests
abroad. Nonationean rely on the
forbearanco - of others, when there

may bo a colligion of interdsts, or a

ha |

temptation for violation, ‘At any fute,

o

cr appliances of national dignity. T¢ |
cannot rely: with safety on the' comity

of nintions, or'on a code fonnded in: a

sublime Anthropopathy.  Itseews to |
be thought by some with great confi- |
dence, that by opening her ports with ||

low' duties on imports, South Carolina,

could, undor the tewptations of  free
tondo, invite the commerce of the
ahores.  Wel, perhiaps, | ;
if all would be good, and do as South.
 Caroling might think they
something of this might co
But %
. by,
are different things,” The one may |

world to her shores

ﬁdmv_'sj are generally. conducted
adversary hands; and sometimesa

havin saiple racans
b would make war on!

l}‘ P
ovortiuen

would

bestow bounties in, and give:
, BUT ReIghiboring ports,”
» would mak

hould do, )
to, pass. |

o

qu is made by onc that may not be | &5y
Ehought by the other to'be seoundem

er communities as well as the State | the Federa
itself, involves high considerations and
| obligations of duty which'‘no '8

1 isolute;

might eonkie, s t
as the basis of onr
sources. - I undersiand
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ports, constwise and by foreign im-
portations, amount in' value to some-
thing over $2,000,000. Ofthis sum
more than three-fourth finds its way
into other States; into Georgia,
North Caralina, Alabama, Tennessce;

leaving ‘something under $500,000

to bo consumed in this State. o
. Itis contended that nader the op-

erations of Free Trado more would

come in, and in some way or other it
would find its way ont. Now if
South Carolina was a seperale sov:
ereiguty, with o free port, there is
no doubt she might attract a_greater
commerce than now comes to her
ports, provided it could find a warket
out of her borders. DBut counld it
find its way out without violating the
revenuo laws of other nations? It
is said ‘a vose by any :other name
smells as sweet.”
duce as much commerce as we

please, and send it to Sayaunah riv- |

er, under what some_would call a
brisk Free TI'rade, but what, in the
estimalion of others whose rights
would be involved, would be re-
garded a8 smuggling if  carried
across their borders in  violation’
of their laws. It would be an
acknowledged 1ight of the Federal
Government, to regard South. Cavo-
lina a8 a stranger, and to plase her
commerce going into the porls of the

re-
. 4 unde i e arti- |-
‘cles of commerce that come into our |y

«J'snch a conclus

We might intro- |

or that she ‘will
10 throw off the o
croachments of the:
ment, . All that 17 can 6ay i,
she ance said She would, and

tha.ptost solemn forn
of herslf, she will b

non-slaveholding
main long tordther
issties; an
ged th

vofng th
d_.

LS5

States in the Union under an embar- | jealon
go, and so far as concerns Georgin | erow,

and North Carolina, to regard as
ports of entry, - thoss places only
which communicate b

water with |

the ocean, such as Savaunah ‘and |'wréeek

Wilmington.  That Government
wight not establish ports at Augusta
and Charlotte, or the’ North Carolic
na line; under this view, commerce

coitld come into, Charleston, but how | pu

could it get ont without the process
of smuggling? “ At the interior
pomts indicated, it could not without

smuggling.” I then put the ‘proposi |-

tion, woald ' eapitalists import goods
into Charleston, in opposition to' the

Federal Government, under the sup. | speak
position that they could make a profit | her i
on

on them through the operations of |

thrifty smuggling? But in a com- | Yect

mercial war, the State wight be dis

posed to take all advantages, and | Soud

it mi_gint
Georgia and  North™ Carolin

Q

have ports of entey at Augustn ‘and |
near Charlotte. What then? - Could |
‘2oods pay ten por cent, in €

4

ton and_forty at

bo to the itterest of |,




