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Gien. Foote’s Letter.
Wasnixarox, June 28, 1849,
Ifon. Henry A. Wise, Accomac coun-
ty, Va:

My Dear Sir. I wish I could say
that I fecl nonc of that solicitude ex:
pressed in yourletter to our mutual
friend Dr. G**(which has bheen just
shown to me) in regard to the existing
condition of our public concerns, and
the consequences likely to arise from
certain movements of one or two of our
leading politicians, to which you have
intited my att®ution. Never in my
life, I assure you, have I felt more sore-
1y oppressad witk doubt and desponilen.
¢y, or considered the Union itself in
more danger, than I do at this moment.
Last year, it scemed to be adwitted by
all discerning men that our political
sky was not a little gloomy and menan-
cing, but, row, the very blackness of
darkness appears to have spread like a
faneral pall over the whole firmminent.
IIad we been able to cffect last winter
some fair and fraternal compromise of
the question of slavery in -the territo-
glies, 0s at one tie was confidently ex-
peeted, there would have been but little
in the vista of the future to sadden the
heart or alarm the fears of the patriot;
Bue the wachinations of wicked and

¥rverse men have triumphed over the
straizht-fuward honesty and manly en-
crgy of others; and lo! hope has beeu
transformed into dismay, and confusion
has taken the place of order; just, too,
as the scason of danger and  difficulty
seemed drawing to a close!  Tor one,
I shall ever look upon the defeat of
the Walker amendment of our last ses-
sion as the wmost unfortunate event of
onr history; and I shall be indeed
areatly disappointed if those who have
been heard fiereely to exult over the
success of their wicked dexterity, are
not fated hereafter to lament the sue-
ces3 of their efforts in sackeltoh
ashes.

I confess myself wholly unable to di-
vine how any man, wishing well to the
administration of Gen. Taylor, and real-
ly desirous that the ship of State, while
under his guidance, should be favored
with calm weather and tranquil seas,
coulid wish, notwithstanding, to kecp
this alarming territorial question open
for future agitation and excitement; nor
do I find it a whit less difficult to un-
derstand how a leading Democratic
Senator from one of the slave States of
the confederacy, could reconcile it to
his sense of duty to so eritical, with the
worst and bitterest foes of our domestic
southern institutions, in preventing the
scttlement of a ¢uestion so full of per-
plexity and peril, not to the South on-
ly, but to the Union also. And yet
here is the votein the Scnate, on the
1st day of March last, upon the propos-
ed amendment of Mr. Walker, after it
had been agreed to in committee of the
whole, and reported-for final action:

AFPIRMATIVE VOTE.—Messrs,  At-
chison, Bell, Beerien, Butler Calhoun,
of Mississippi, Davis, Dickinson, Dodge
of Towa, Dcwns, Fiwzpatrick, Foote,
1lunter,Johnson,of Maryland, Johnson,
of Georgia, Iing, Mangum, Mason,
Pearce, Rusk; Sturgeon, Turney, Un-
derwood, Walker, Westeott, and Yulee.

NEecaTive vorp,—Messrs.  Alen,
Atherton, Baldwin, Benton, Corwin,
Davis of Massachusetts, Dixance, Up-
Liam, and Wales.

That, after making up his mind to
join in defeating the only plan of com-
']n-om':sc which secemed practicable, Mr.
Tenton should follow up his treachery
to the Sonth and the Union with fur-
ther movements in the same dircetion,
was tobe expeeted from the man and

and 1

his position; but that even ho should
have presumed to turn, without provo-
cation, upon those who had been strug-
gling ardently for two sessions to save
the Union from destruction, nnd the
South from degradation and ruin, and
aceuse them of being traitors aud dis-
unionists, was surely not to be anticipa-
ted. And yet this is precisely what
has occured; and, though the intelligent
freemen of Missourl appear to take a
correct view of his conduect, still the
fact cannot be concealed, that his de-
fection has already imparted much con-
filence to our enemies in the North;
whilst our friends in that quarter of the
Union have been proportionately dis-
couraged and paralyzed. It now ap-
pears manifest that the Wilmot
Proviso will pass both houses of Con-
gress; and if he whosaved his country’s
honor upon the field of Beuna Vista
shall be found unwilling to rescue it
again in the dread hour which is fast
approaching, God only knows what lior-
rid scenes we are to witness.  Of one
consolation, though, the generous sons
of the South can never be defranded:
no instunce has yet been recorded on
the puge of authentic histury, in which
the faithless soldier, who abandoned
his colors, and stole over to the enemy,
amidst the heat and confusion of battle,
ever afterward found himself rewarded
according to his hopes by those whose
triumph Lie had thus become auxiliary,

On reading the speech which M,
Benton delivered at Jefferson city a
few wecks siuce, a copy of which was
sent to you a day or two ago from this
place, you will not fail to be struck
with the fact that, whilst he has tuken
it upon himself, at the safe distance of
a thousand miles or so from the objects
of his assailment **Address of the South-
ern Delegates in Congress to their Con-
stituents,” of having been found aiding
and abetting in a rank disunion plot,
he has done you amd your patriotic
county of Accumace the honor of nrray-
ing you in the very frontrank of trea-
son and rebellion,

I cannot duvubt that you will agree
with me in considering this last haran-
gne of Mr. Benton as one of the most
remarkable productions of this remark-
able age. It would appreac to have
met with unusual faver in certain vi-
cinages, and to have called forth lusty
commendation from one or two editers,
who have not been lheretofore classed
asg his admirers. Indeed, be is said to
have been actually nowminated for the
Presideney itself in several rather ob.
scure Abolition veighborhoods.  And
yet, for the life of me, 1 cannot sce
nothing ecither in the speech or speaker
which should  provoke such admi-
ration. It is evidently a long medi
tated, laboriously prepared, and dili-
geutly memorized discourse, upon cer-
tain national topics of most suipassing
interest; and yet do1 feel that T ean cb-
serve of it justly, and without the smal-
lest exaggeration, that its feeble and
confused reasonings, its tawdry grand-
iloquence in some places its coarse
scurrility in others—its awkward and
clowmsh attempts at a sort of Cicerone
facctitousness—its unmannerly dogma-
tism—its nauseating exotism—and that
infernal spirit of malignity which it
breathes throughont, and which would
have been far better suited to animate
the onteries of some “gobfin damneu,”*
or devil broke loose from hell, than to
give grace and dignity to aught of hu.
man mould and temperament—ivould
be sufficient to extinguish the glory and
blast the fame of the most  distinguish-
cd orutor that either ancient or modern
times have afforded. I will not weary
you by dilating further upon a theme
which could not but prove unsavory.
You have heard this “man of head and
intelleet” attempt to grapple with great
questions of State, when he evidently
seemed to suppose that a fit of genuine
rhetorical inspiration had come upon
him; and you will have no difficulty in
appreciating the encomiums which have
been so lavishly bestowed upon the an-
gust deliverer of Calliounias.

It is amusing enough to observe with
what pertinacity Mr. Benton keeps up
his pursnit of the favorite statesmen of
South Carolina. The issues which he
makes in his Jefferson City speech are
all made with Mr. Calhoun. Tlis de-
nunciations are all for him. Ile redi-
cules him—he maligns him~—without
stint or remorse.  Ile mentions no oth-
er signer of the Southern  Address by
name atall. e glances, to be sure,
furtively, and almost asif by pure acci-
dent, once or twice at those who united
with the draughtsman of the address,
in the act of subscribing it; but affects
to recognize every mother's son of them

ag mere “followers” of a sort of idolized

political leader. His reason tor adopt-
ing this particular course is obvious en-
ough; he fmagined that there yet lurk-
ed in the public mind a remnant of that
once prevalent prejudice against Mr.
Calhoun as the expounder of nulification
and gupposed that if he could manage
to connect our movement last winter
with the noted measures of State resist-

ance adopted by South Carolina a few
Years since, his triumph in the contest |
which he has sought would be quite an |
casy one. DBesides, he had but little

right to expeet that Mr. Calhioun would

come inlo arena at all with such an |
antagenist as himnself, as ho is well |
known very seldom indeed to notice |
any thing which chances to fall from !
Mr. Bentonin the Seunate, and to cher- |
ish for him only a sentiment of immeas- |
urable contemnpt. By cautiously avoid- |
ing any special allusion to other sign- |
ers of the address, he expected to be |
able to assail them thus indireetly, with- |
out affording them a pretext fer retali- |
ating his hostility. I regret to feel !
compelled to disappoint this unticipation |
of impunity. Representing, as1 have |
the honor to do, a valiant, a yatriotic, |
and Union-loving constitueney——a con-
stituency who, upon all questions which
invelve the honor of the nation, or their
cwn dowestic seenrity, are united toa|
man—a constituency firm, disereet, cn-
lightened; who

"

——Their dutirs know,
Put kunow their rights, sud kuowing, dure |
maint dng
Prevent the long nimed blow,
Aunderush the tyrant when they  read the |
clhining™
acting by the authority of such a eonsti-
tueney, in a high yplace, 1 dave not!
prove reereant before their encmies, or
patiently permiit my standing and good
faith as a trusted functionary to he cal-
ledin question by any inflated and pre- |
sumptuous  demagogue that has ever
yet erushed the republie with his pres-
enee. .
I respeet Me. Callioun very highly,
and believe that few better, purer, and
more patriotic men have cver lived on
arthy but whilst I am not ashawmed to
acknowledge my high reverence for
his mind and character, I am not afraid
of being regarded by any man who
knows me as his obsequious follower.
A few days will determine, whether he
who has been set forth as our leader, !
way not, in spite of his known aversion |
to coutroversial strife, and the feeble |
state of his physical health. prompted !
by the peenliar perils of the lour, a
deep and swelling sense of long neen- |

mulating wrongs, and this last vandalic | jeets on the 22 day of February last,

outrage upon his feelings and charae-

ter, snateh the sword of vengeance |
from the scabbard where it reposes;
and wicld it with a giant's strength for |
the destruction of sucl monsters as
have scldom appeared in the world since |
the old days of Mythical renown. '
Perrupit. Acheronta Hepewleus labor:
until he shall consider his assailants

worthy of death at his own hands, it/
would ill-become one wholly uncommis- |
sioned far the purpose to presnme to
litt lance in his defence. I shall con- |
fine myself to points which involve alike |
the honor of all who subscribed the |
Southern Address.  What are the cir-|
cumstances connccted with the origin

of this much censured document? They |
are easily stated, and as easily compre-

liemdéasr .ot it be borne in mind that |
when the meeting 'GGH%%R&QD‘L)E the |
o

Southern members of Congress  wast
held in the Capitol last winter varicus!
ammressions of o most serious character |
had from time to time been  commmitted |
upon the neculiar institutions of the
South; a graphic  delineation  of which
which witl be found in the address itself.
These aggressions must Lave been most
serious il alanuing as all will adwit
that the outrages perpetrated within o
few years past have been  grosser aud |
more vital than any heretofore com-|
plained of; and sinee Mr. Denton him-|
selfy, who now has the effvotery to de-
clare, in his Jefferson City specch,
that he **has seen no danger to the
slave property of any State in this Un-
ion from the action of Congress;” then
rincteen years ago, in his specch on
Foote's resolutions, averved, with every
appeavance of deliberation, that the
passage of a general emancipation law
by Congress was not only ““by no means
improbable,” but, “on the (;Dnll'ill'_\' ab-
solutely certain, in the event of thesue- |
cess of certain measures thenon foot,” |
When we held our meeting in the Sen- |
ate Chamber, a resolution had been
mntroduced into the House of Represen-
tatives, the object of which was 1o re-|
peal all acts or parts of acts which re-
cognise the existence of slavegy, or
which authorise the selling or disposing |
of Celumbia; and almost cnough votes

-

[ the event of the sueccess of measures |
| not agree with Mr. Benton.

| about us and around us, and that there

;resolved to do allin onr power to pre- |

cough to deny in my hearing.

[ who had evidently reeeived some mis-

| Democrats,

had been cast in support of this resolu-
tion to carry it triumphautly through.
At this period, also, & résolution had
rassed the House, by a vote of 107 to
80, instructing the Committee on Ter-
ritories forthwith to repors bills provi-
ding for the exclusion of slavery from
California and New Mexico.  This had
been followed up by a bill providing for
the taking o1 the votes of their inhabi-
tants of the District of Columbia, inclu-
sive of slaves and free negroes, upon
the question whetherslavery should not
be abolishied thercin. A resolution had
passed the ITouse, by a vote of 98 to S8,
dirceting the Comnmittee on the District
of Columbia to report a bill, so soon
as peactienble, prohibiting the slave
trade in said District. Upon al! these
several guestions much oxciting debate
had occurred, and the language of re-
proach and menace had been freely and
ficreely employed by certain abolition
members.  Various new reeruits, also
had, inthe progress of these transac-
tions, Leen seen to take their stand
amnid the ranks of cur enemies. My,
Benton affeets to think that there was
nothing inthe least degree alarming in
this state ofthings; though, I repeat, |
e had expressed his fears of the pas- |
sage ol a general emancipation law by
Congress as early as 1830; yea, had
asgerted that the passage of such alaw
was “always muost absolutely certain in
thengon foot.”  We of the meeting did
We saw
dangers, in the most appalling form,

was absolute necessity for looking at
onee to our awn safety and that of our !
constituents,  We believed the Union |
iteelf to he in imminent peril; aud we |

serve it from destruction.  The meet-
ing which has been somuch denounced
was accordingly convoked.  No seere-
cy whatever was observed or enjoined:
on the contrary, the utmost publicity |
was souglit to be given to the whole afe
fair.

Mr. Denton asserts, in his Jefforson
City speech, that our meeling was got-
ten up by Mr, Calhoun. A statement
more croundless could not have been
hazarded.  Bo far as I know orbelieve,
Mr. Callioun had no participancey what-
everin getting up this particular meet-
ing: nor do I believe that he knew it
was to be assembled until most of those
whose presence was desived had been
alrewdy summoned, T gave an aceount
of this meeting, as to its origin and ob-

which ne one vnderstood at the time to
callin question, und which I do not
believe that even the redoubtable Sena-
tor from Missouri will ever be rash en-
In re-
ply to Mr. Dayton, of New Jersey,

representations invegard toits charace-
ter, thus did T express myselfs

“Mr. Presulent, the honorable Sen-
ator from New Jersey permitted sever-
al allusions to drov from his lips  which |
have induced me tosuppose that he de- |
sicned to refleet somewhat upon the |
proceedings of a body which Iately as- |
sembled in this city, called the South- |
crn Convention,  Now, Mr. President |
though I ean declare, without afieeta- |
tion, that T regard myself as nmong the
humblest of thoze who participated in
the deliberations of that August assem- |
},}._;,:;:::Ei, as I hada very particulor con-
nection wilLit, and bave been made, |
from accidental ~ejsgumstances, more |
the subject of coarse denuninetei=aug
vufliunly ridicule than any other mem-
ber of'it, T beg leave to avow my whole
responsibility in this affaiv, and to in- I
cur all the diseredit to which the pub- |
lic may judge me entided by reason of
my acts. I avow, then, siv, (as [ find
I am charged in various newspapers
with doing)) that Tdid, in conjunction
with a worthy friend of miue, (also a
mewber of this body,) enter the hall of
Representatives, in order to summon
the Routhern menmbers of that body to !
meet in this chamber, at night, for that
wits the time when such ameeting eonld
be possibly hiell,) for the purpose of ta- |
King into grave  consideration the vari-
ous aeressions upon our vighte which
had been perpetrated, or which were in |
a course of heing perpetrated, by wicked |
and unserupulons  men; and’ for the
conuteriction of which it was obvious |
that the wost prompt and vigorous meas-
ures were neeessary.  Yes, siv, Idid
perform  this suboydinate ministerial
part of snumening the Southern  mem-
hers of the House of Representatives, |
I smumoned Whizs and [ summoned

Ly or indiveetly, the vepresentatives of

nine of the sovercign States of the Un- | that such was his opinion; and, there-

' should have thought that a man of his

I mysell summoned diveet- |

ion. Moreover, I talked freely with
those whese presence I requested, in
cxplanation of the ahjects of the contem-
plated meeting. I could confidently
appeal to them, and each.of them,
whetlier in all I said, I hinted at- disun-
ion.  Well, sir, that convention nsse-!
bled. Much debate oceurred, ‘and
wuch division sprang up, chiefly on mi-
nor points—such as the time mcst ]d'ni'bp-_
er for decided action against our adver-
saries, and the mode in which such ac-

tion should take place, I maintain

(and defy contradiction) that there was

not a single sentiment uttered in that

body that, fuirly and dispassionately

considerred, if made known to the

world, could bring the least diseredit

upon the assembly in which it was an

nounced.

‘An address was sent forth to the
people of the South, every statement-of
which is true beyond contradiction—
every of which is of irresistible cogency
—cvery sentence and line of which is.
marked with high toned patviotism and’
devout regard for the Union. 'This
address. sir, was subscribed by a large
number of the Southern members of
Congress present. It was not sub-
seribed, for different vensons, by others,
whose refusal to subseribe it is, I hope,
capable of salisfuctory explanation to
their respective constituents. 1 feel
bound to go further, and say, that there
are among those who thought it not po-
litie, under all the eircumstances of the
case, to subseribe the address, (as pre-
liminary to its publication,) some of the
most worthy men and unquestioned pa-
triots to be foundin the republiec.  And
now, sir, the address has gone forth—it
has perforwed its high oflice.  The
Southiis rousedd up to a cireumspect and
seratinising survey of all the dangers
which threaten her present peace and
future safety.  Our énemies stand par-
alyzed by the moral energy so sudden-
Iy and so imposingly displayed by
Southern Senators and Representatives,
and the countewporancous legislative
resolves of ncarly all the Southern
States of the confederacy. At last
there is some prospeets ¢f pacification,
of compromise, of the final settlement
of the wost distracting azd dangerous
question which has been agitated in our
times. Davknessis flecing away, and
lizht is begivning to beam upon us.—
Who shall dare to denounce these who
mot inthat convention as traitors to the
Constitution and the Union? Who
shall presume to arraign now the sound
intentions of that noble body of South-
ern gentlemen and patriots?  Who
among all those that so fraternally co-
opperated for the defence and vindica-
tion of southern rights and southern
honor, will ever ecase to be proud that
he was one of that glorious Sonthern
Convention, the members of which dar-
ed, in spite of maledietions, misrepre-
sentations, and ridicule, to perform a!
high and sacred duty to their constitu.
ents and country, by which those con-
stituents and that country have been,
in all propability rescued from dangers
which could not have been effectually
warded off save by the means so provi-
dentially adopted, and so fearlessly pmt
in exercise 77’

Mr. Benton complains that he was
not invited to attend the meeting cf the
Southern Members  of Congress, 1

sagacity would havebeen able to aceount
for this failnre to secure his valuable
presence, withoit feeling himself ¢om-
pelled to impute unworthy designs to
those who got up the meeting, I will
: \_him thoughi on this peint. Ile
was not invitesdebe present, because

he was hostile to the a« 'E.P_...,O“,,}'f all de-
fensive measures against Abolitiyie®

I'ree Soil hostility; becauss it was as |
well known then, as it is now, that he |
was a Free Soil man in opinion and feel-
ine; beeause he was known to be in se- |
eret correspondence with the enemies |

‘him,

| Mr. John W. Taylor el

fore’we did not perceive any advantage -

which could ncerue “from. his® presenco
or counsels. Indéed; he avows -that
he would not have attended the meeting
had lie heén summoned.. 'Therefore;
no consequence, good or had, could
have'proceeded from our: not-inviling
It is most evident, now at least;
if it was not so before his* late speech;
that we could not have ut all profited
by his suggestions; for dees he notg
evenin that same speccli, use this lan<
guage: “Ihave seen no danger to tho
slave property of any State in this ac-
tiou by the action of Congress, and can-
not contribute to alarm the country by
engaging in discussions which aksert of
imply danger?”’. These are his very
words; and, if sincerely spoken, his

presence nmong us wonld liave been as

little beneficial as ave his present Fret'
Soil specches in Missouri. _

Bat is he sincere in thus declaring?
I cannot believe that he is not, and most
approved sjcech of hia political life. . ¥

‘allude to the one lie delivered in the

Senate of the United States dutthg the
winter of 1820—nineteen years ago-=
upon Foote’s resolutions.  Ihen, thero
was not a single membeicf either houso
of Congress who was an open and avow-
ed Abolitionist. “I'he Free Soil gues-
tion, in its present terrible? form. had

not been evil heard of. ~ Wilmot him-

sclf was a boy; Hale, Seward, and Tuck
were, I should suppese, scarcely grown
up to manhood. Jobn Quincy Adams
had not concluded to figure in the
House of Representatives. Giddings
had not yet become a name of fearful
angury. Full six years after the de-
livery of this specch, Martin Van Buren,
in his inangural speech as President,
voluntarily pledged himself to veto any
bill providing for the abolition of slavery
in the District of Columbia, if such a-
monstrum horrendom of congressional:
legislation should ever dare to show its.
accursed visage® at the 'White House..
Then Mr. Benton; who now secs no:
“danger whatever to the slave property
of any State in the Union from the ac--

tion of Congress,”” whilst 'making ‘a"

specch.cn the subject of the public lands,
went out of bis way to express himself’
as follows: AR e T
“The annilillation of the States, un-
der o doctrine’ which would draw all
their conflicts into the federsl judiciary,.
and make its decisions binding on the-
States, and subject to the penalities of”
treason all who resisted the execntion

of these decrees, would produce  that

consequence; it would annihilute the
States! It would reduce them to tho:
abject-condition of provinces of the fed--
eral empire. It would enable the do-

minant party in Congress at any mo- '

ment to execute the most frightful de--
sizns.  Let us suppose a case—one by
no means improbable; on the contrary,
absolutely certain, in the.event of cer-
tain measures now on foot: The late:
Mr. King, of New York, when a mem-:
ber of the Ameriean Senate, deelared
upon this floor that slavery in these:
United States, in point of law and right,
did not exist, and could not exist, un-
der the nature of our free form of gov-
ment; and that the Supreme  Court of
the United States would thus declare
it. This declaration was made about’
ten years,ago, in the erisis and highest
paroxysm of the Missouri agitaticn.
Nince then we have scen this declara-
tion repeated and enforced in every
variety of form and share, by an organ-
ised party inall the non-slaveholding
States.  Since then we have scen the:
principles of the same declaraticndevel-
oped in legislative proceedings in ther
shape of committee reports and public
debate in the hallsof Congress. | Since”
s we have had the D’Auterive cage,

chair of the"

pSjgaker,m
which the total destruction of al

=g L}
Tt L

States that would not abandon_ slavery ' /

‘petition presented from tho's

of the South, and had alveady entered | was expressly vepresented as a sablime ©

itoa compact with certain Abolition |
and Free Soil Managers, to saerifice
Southern honor and Southern prosper- !
ity upon the alter of his own political
advancerment. It was known to some |
of us at that period, as well ‘asit now is |
from his owr confession at Jeflersen city |
that his  “personal sentiments  were |
azainst slavery.” We had perfectly |
ascertaized, and I had charged the fact |
upon himin public debate, not when he'!

was absent, but when prisent: in sight, | a political caste, are incessantly at work

and not ten feet distant—that hie had
openly avowed the Wilmot Proviso faith.
ILis formal declaration at Jefferson city,
that it is absurd to deny the power to
Congress to legislate as it pleases upon
the subject of slavery in 'l'ervitories,”
was not at all necessary "to assure us

act.  With these facts before vs, and
myriads of others, which are seen by ally,
the probability of a federal legislativo
act ngainst slavery vises in the event of”
the suceess of certnin designs npw on
foct. So much fer what may happen
in Congress.”

“Then, in 1830, Mr. Benton, the
present deliverer of Calhounias, said in
the same speech:

A geographical party, and cliefly

on the subjuct.  Wheir operations per-
ations pervade the States, intrude into
this chamber, display themsclves in in-
numerable forms, and the thickening of
the signs announces the fortheoming of
some extraordinary movement.”

A gain, ho said in the same debate:

“Iforcsee that this subject is to act




