GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE, NO. 1.
ExecuTive DEPARTMENT,

e i Co!umbi, Nov- 23, 1841.
Fellow Ci!i% of the Senate
and House of Representatives:
I congratulate you on the recurrence of
this occasion of assembling in the service
of your constituents, under circumstances
as augpicinus tn the aseful c!mcl:nrge of
vaut duties, as I trust they will be cn'ndn-
wive to the harmony of your deliberations.
While, in the general health of our
itizens, and the abuandance of the harvest,
we have experienced the usual beneficent
distributian of the blessings ofan overru-
1ing Pravidence, we have nol less cause
for congratulation in the reviving pr;milwlrp
4y of nur peaple, fram the unexampled de-
ression and embarrassment of the times.
Iready has credit began to regain confi.
dence and stability—capital to seck per-
manent invesimenlg—commerce o pursue
_its accustomed chaunels—property to re.
sume a fised and reasonable value—and
the energy and enterprise of our ;_:t'uple to
embark with new and invigorated hope,

in its various employments, and pursuits,

Not the least gratifving reflection ari-
es of onr

sing (rom these cheering auguries ©f
condition, is derived from the cnns\cmus:
ness that they are the results, not of any
pampering patronase of the Guverme_nt
—not of the artificial stimulants of [-P.E.Is-
lative aids or interlerence—but of a wise
and vigilant economy in the p'enple. fawi-l:-
kened by the disastrous experience ol Lhe
past, to improve the permanent and endu-
ring sources of their prosperity. Ifsume
of the lingering effects of the late derange-
ment in the monetaryaffairs of our coun-
try are still painfully experwn_ceil._ in the
reduced value of prupnrt}n-—dummshecl ns
it must be from the inflated standard of a
depreriated and expanded currency-—orin
the difficulty of discharging dah:s,_mcurrell
in the flond-tide of extravagaut prices, and
a redundant circulation—they are (o be
regarded as the unavoidable cansequences
of former errors and delusions, and per-
haps the surest indications of a progres-
sive state of cunvalescence and improves
went. . :

Nor have we less canse to exult in the
Rope, that our Government may 70w, be
regarded. as having passed in secutity
through the most trying and difficult exi-
gencies, that ever tried its virtue, or test
e its stability. -

In the events ofa single vear, the sudden
ascen 'aney of a party, actnated by l;i-:{h
wrought enthusinsm—impelled by the dis-
asters of the times toseek reliefin change,
and rashly imputing them to the conduct
of -our Rulers—seemed to threaten the
subversion of the well-eswbiished princi-
ples of '98 and "99, and of the republican
policy of the Government, as well as the
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averthrow the exponents, by whom they Mwith a solicitude proportioned to the bur-

were administered. But a fuw weeks ‘ex-
perience of power, have as suddenly dis-
banded, dissipated, and resolved this mag-
nificent array of party power and organi-
zation into its distinet and originul ele-
ments. The deliberations of the lute Ses-
sion of Congress have dispelled the delu-
sion of party-zeal and fervor. [Its im-
practicable expedients and distracted coun-
cils have I trust, again gathered and as-
sembled the Republican portion ofthe na-
tion, in th2 unity and swength of.one fold,
and one conviction. Aud il the greal
measure of *“deliverance and liberty,” in-
portant as we still regard it to the faithiul
as well as equitable administration of the
financial affairs of the country, has been
repealed, in form and in name, we have
still the unquestinnable assurance of its fi-
nal success, in the overruling necessity
resulting from the signal fuilure of every
other substitute or device.

Amuong these aboriive expedients, none
was regarded with more intense and ab-
sorbing solicitude, than the praposition to
re-establish a National Bank. On no oe-
casion has the exercise ol the conservative
power vested in the Federal Executive,
been received with warmer approbation
by the people of this State; or been more
wisely and fortunately interposed, to ar-
rest the most diangerous, and obnoxivus,
of all the premeditated violutions of the
Coustitution. - Of all the great measures
of national policy, productive of the bit
terest contention amung the great parties
of this union and which has always and
justly been rgearded as fraught wi.h the
maost powerful influences (for gooil or for
evil,) on our political institutions, the es-
tablishment of a Nutional Bank, is certain.
Iy the most obvions and important.  1f
such has been the experience of the coun.
try, in the primitive and. purer ages of
the Republic, unider the regulations of a
Bank, arising out of the embarrassments
of the first war. aud the exigencies of the
last—of comparitively limited capital, and
directed by the wisest and ablest officers
—what were we to anticipate from an in-
stitution oryanized as the instroment ofa
party then in power—operating amidst
the ruins of a disordered curreney,and the
wreck, weakness, and dismay, of State
and local institutions. The expiring strug-
gles ofthe late United States Bank to per-
petvate its existence against the fiat of the
peaple, and The constituted authorities of
the country, are recent in the recollection
of all of us, and [vrm an important _epoch
in the history of our Government. Doubt-

ful us that contest must be admitted to
have been, waged even as it was against
an Administration, perhaps the maost efli-
cient and energetic that has ever controll-
ed the destines of this nation, what were
we to anticipate, when vur Rulers them-
selves should have become its allies, its
parly, or its pageants, In this view, il
would have changed the character of our
Guvernment, become part of our politicul
institutions, and eonsummated the greatest
of all the deprecated evils that conld befwli
a cuunlr_\f—"l.h?, ulli.llll uf purﬁt‘. llnd S\\-'l‘.)f(lq
in the Feleral head”—or worse, in the
hands of a Federal party. Well may
such an institution be supposed 1o have
hadl the power 1o regulate the currency; but
it would have been witlt the iron rule of
despotism—restraining  all interests, ab-
sorbing all eapitul, measming all profits,
nverpowering all-.competition, and attract.
ing the wealth and prosperity of every
otherportion ofthe union, to the centre of
its operations.

It was un honest confession, of one of
the ab'est presiding officers of the late Uni-
ted Stutes Bank, before a commitlee ap-
pointed by Cungress to investigate its al-
fairs, that it was atany time within its pow-
er to crush State and local institutions!—
What an appalling fact for the contempla-
tion of the Sovereign States of the Union!
What a prophetic warning to the institn-
tinnschartered by their nuthority! The
institutions of the country to be vprooted
and erased at the bidding of a heartless,
soul-less. cent. per cent. calenlating cor-
poratinn!  The rights of the Siates, and
the liberties of the people, 1o be subj-cted
to the dominion of a sordid monied Auv-
tocracy! And yel, such is the supremacy
aver law, liberty, and the constitution, to
which such an institution wonld inevitably
have attained. Encroachments upon the
liberties of the people, in other times and
nations, were to be npprehen:led from the
swards of conguerers, and the usurpations
of ambit ous rulers; but experience has
shown that in our own age and country,
the strongest centests to  maintain consti-
tutionad, and even sovereign rights, have
been waged against an ambitious money
power,in all its various forms, of Buink
monopolies, and protectre tariffs,  Well
therefore, may we congratulate the coun-
try, on huving escaped the ambitions pre-
tensians of an institution which aflter im-
perivusly dictating the homiliating duty
to the Federal Exeeutive, of violnting his

from what source they may, Noris it
less becoming the dignity and character
of u free State, in assuming a position of
defence which she is resolved to maintain,
to manifest a due and timely régard for sll
the means and appliances of rendering
that position, as strong and impregnable
in fact, as itis in equity, and in argument.
Disregarding all theories, that so often
confound the convictions of the best and
purest minds, aud resorting to the resour-
ces which she can so amply command
through her organized government, and
with which God and the People have en-
doweil her citizens, would not be invinei-

bly united in her defence.

Another topic, of not less importance
initself, or of deep moment o the citizens
of this State, is the net distributing the pro-
ceeds of the public lands,  As a source of
revenue which itis proposed to abstraet,
at the very instant when the Federal
Treasury is said to require to be replen-
ished, it would seem like wantonly seek-
ing a pretext tn incresse taxation, But
considered in any pointofview, it.can be
regarded in no other light than that of a
distribution of the public revenne. In one
year, during a previousadministraiion, the
proceeds of the sales of public lards, pro-
duced a revenue of upwards of twenty
millions—a maximum to which, in more
prosperaus times, it would pnssibly again
attain. Its average may even now be es-
timated at five millions, which, if annually
withdrawn from the I'reasury, leaves that
deficiency at least Lo be supplied by in-
crensed duties on imports. That the gov-
ernment can exercise the power of taxa-
tion to raise revenue for distribution, is a
principle I presume, which this Siate is
not prepared to admit  Under the opera-
tion of the various pre-emption laws, and
the frequent reductions in the price of
public lunds, those very States which

lic Domain™ or whose *“blood and tieas-
ure’ were most lavishly expended to ac-
quire it, have at the sume time been sub-
jecteil to the greatest sacrifices, in the emi-
aration of their citizens, and in the dimin-
ished value of their produets, reduced by
an unequal competition with the more
abundantand teeming resuurces of those
new and fertile regions, which their en-
terprise and indnstry have been seduce
and abstracted to cultivate, to the waste
and'shandonment of their own, Tt was
enough to have borne oll this with patri-

constintional wbligations, now threatens,
through the vengeance of a disappainted

parlmenl.

Justly regarded by the people of this State

mise, which we had just reason to antici-
of the Act of '33. The history of the op-|
position nl this State,toa Tariff for -pro-
tection, ean neither be obliterated or for-
gotten. And the high considerutions
which actuated lier, in consenting to com-
promise her interests, for a term ol years,
to the peace aml safcty of the Union,|
should be n warning, »s well as an induce. |
ment, to respeet her rights, as well as her
forbearn ce. While the government is
acknowledged to be disembarracsed of
debr, and manufacturing interests perhaps
the leastappressed and the most prosper-

ous of any in the Union, the renewal of a
policy by irdirect ineans, which is now;
universally admitted to bear unequully up-|
on the productive indusuy of diff rent’
portions of the Union, isa most flagrant
abuse of prwer, as well asa most wanton |
violution of faith.  The living generation
who were the witnesses of the struggles
anil pledges in the late contest for her con.
stitutional rights, have not yet passed
away, —The monuments of the times have
not vet perished,—the very aliars conses’
crated by her vows, still stand before us—|
preparations for defence,arestill in readi-|
ness and requisition,—the age, its records, |

and recollectinng, have scaicely become a|
part of history, before the very burdens |
and oppressions which they were intended |
to resist, are renewed with a shameful in-
fidelity, which seeks neither pretext or
justification. A home valvation, cash du-
ties, nnd an unreasonable and exorbitant
revenue of more than thirty millions, itis
believed are little less onervus in amount
or unconstitutioanl in effect, thanthe enor-
maous forty per cent. duties which the
sovereignty of this State was so sternly in-
terposed to resist. Al if upon the prin-
clple of all protective duties, they ure des-
tined to increase’to an extent and enormi-
ty to which our experience of the past, as
well asthe tendency of the times, most
emphatically forbodes, then it will be for
you to say, whether Suuth Carolina has so
fallen from™ her high eminence of sov-
ereignly and independence, as to admit by
a silent acquirscence in these wrongs und
grievances, that there is nu *“mode, no
remedy, no measure of redress.” 1f she
was snficient fhen for the emergency, she
is doubly ndequate.and fortified mow in the

The revisim of the duties on imports, |

pate, from the piineiples and concessions |

utie devotion to the interests of our eom-

ree of winted | mon country; but when itis proposed to
party. the rash and iniquitous retribution
of abolishing the most useful and eonser-/ges for whien it was ceded, to afford a
vative, of all the prerogatives of his de- pretext for additional bardens and taxa-

tlivert that domain from the sacred purpo-

tion on one class of industry, to give pro-
tection and hounty to-another, it assumes
a character of the highest injustice, as

{well as the most palpable infractica of

dens which the Protective Policy has hith= | Constitutional principles.

erto imposed on them, has been made, nei- |
ther in that spirit of equity, or of compro-!

But the most dangersus, as well as the
most humilinting effeet of this measure, is
the eonilition ol 'ependency, to which it
reduces the States, upon the bounty and
benefaction of the government—existing
as they would, in the relation of subsiidia-
ries upon the profits of their own estate—
receiving its eharity, doled out from their
nwn wealth, and subdued 1o a state of
homage, servility, and complianee, by
hribes, stolen and lavished from their own
Treasury. Is it not to be regarded as the
first step to the assumption of Siate,
debis—designed to ennsummate a consoli-
dition ol interests, ubliterating all distine-
tions of sovereignty, or piide of Imlepen-
dence, and tending Lo concentrate Empire
and Duminion overthe rights of the Sutes,
ani the liberties of the people?

1 trust however, thatthe spirit ol reform,
which has been so powerfully evoked by
the errors of the late session of Congress,
and so decidedly .nanifested in the resuits
ofthe late popular elections throughout
the Union, will prevent the spnils and
plunder of this system, from ever soiling
the Treasury, or contaminating the cof-
fers of a single State in the Union.  Let
us pause, at least for a moment, in the
hape, that the zorrect prineiples and high
maotives of an unbought, unterrified, and

lincorruptible Democracy are operating

their sure and salutary influences on the
councils and measures of Guvernment.
Amung other Resoluttons, which, as the
official communieation of a sister Siate, it
is my duty o submit to a co-ordinate
branch oi ine government of this, is one
proposing to alter the Constittion, 1o lim-
it the elivibility of the Federal Executive
to ane term of office. The experience of
this State furnishes no ressons for such
an innavation” upon the lung established
usuge and principles of the government.
[ cannot coneeive that it can be productive
ofany other efflects than to increase the

usually over-wrought excitement of the
Presidential canvass—Lo render its recur-
rence more frequent—to disconnect the
relations of sympathy between the Fxe-
cutive anid his constituents—uo divest him
of the most powe-ful motives to regard
the will or to merit the approbation of the
people—anid 1o muke him the instruvent
afl n party, to minister lo its purposes, and
0 pander to its lust of domination.
Inall the history of our government,
theinfluence of the BExecutsve power, to

union and strength of all her eitizens to
meet aggressions upon ~her rights, come

modify its action un the reserved rights of
tho States, has been of a conscrvalive,

were the largest contributors to the *Pub-]

rather than of an aggressive -character,
More thap twice has i, been interposed to
rescue the peaple trom the dominatinnand.
abuses of a National Bank. Tt was in de-
fence of our rights and our institulions,
that the determination ofa Jate Executive
to refuse his eonstitutional sanction to, the
abolition of slavery in any of ils forms,
was so fearlessly avowed; and this State, 1
presume, can have no interest or motive
to remove the few salatary checks and
embarrassments to the so often unjust and
inconsiderate legislation ofa majority in
Cuongress, and to induce it.to war against
the dignity and prerogatives of a deparl-
ment, the weakest and nost conservative,

perhaps, in the government

[ also submit for the serinus ennsiil-
eration of the Legisluture,
the communication of the Governor of
Virginia, on the proceedings of the Ge-
nersl Assembly of that State, on the
subject of her late controversy with
New York; and Reports and Resolutions
from the Ntate of Alubama, responding tu
to the views and declarations so solemnly
announced by this State, an questions deep
Iy involving the right of property,-anil the
security of the domestic institions of the
Siuth. Bound by every consideratinn of
daty, afinterest, of honar, and of -equity,
o repel so flagrant a disregard of the rights
of a sister State, we 8 oulidl always be
ready and prompt to redeem the pledge
of wur alliance to a cause with which wur
rights are so iniimately identified. * Rela-
tions of amity eannot be better preserved
even belween séparate nationg, in which
therig ts of priperty are not regarded as
they exist, under e respeciive laws of
each; much less ran sovereign States be
permanerily allied in a bond of union, wn-
iler the same laws, government and con-
stitution, where fuzitives from the justice,
plunderers of the property, and violators
of the laws of nne find refuge and impuni-
ty under the sanction of the constituted at.
thorifies of the other.  No wrong is more
relily resented by natinis—nn irjustice
can more deeply stain the fith or more
essentinlly impair the (riendly and inu-
mate relations of confelderated States- It
woulld be a reproach to the - character of
our institutions, if claims which are recog-
nized aml reciprocated hy the comity and
justice of all eivilized nations, should be
scornfully refused and contemned by siates
federated under the same laws and consti:
tation. I obligations of the eonstitntion,
whirh require one state to deliver, on de-

mand, fugitives from the jostice of another,

are to be disregarded,—our instiations
assailed, —the plunderers of aur property
encournged and protected,—then must we
regard the perpetrator of these aggressions,
“an malter by whom e mumitte:," as a fue
to our rights and an eremy to our peace.
Whether the wrong in this ease has bren
done to Virvinia or South Caroling, the
principle is tie same, the interest involv.
el eommon to both, and the responsibility
of proteeting them should equally devolve
an every state in the Union, in which jus-
tice exercises dominion, or similar in-
tutions exist, Persisting in such a course
of unprovoked hostility to the institutions
of the South, New York ean only b regar-
ided in the light of any other aggressing
power—in peace friends. but enemies in
war. The adoption in all such instances,
of a similar course of vigilanee to that
which the state of Virginia has instituted,
would perhaps be a wise and salutary pre-
eaution, to prevent the recurrence of simi-
lur aggressions npon the rights and prop-
erty of our own citizens and ingtitutins.
We ought, upon every principle of equity
amd of interest, th muke eommon cause
with any state whose rights and institn-
tions are thus wantonly violated and as-
sailed.

“*The position which it may become. this
state 10 assume, on any of -the irmportant
q:wsliuns prrspntell‘ would seem to sug-
gest the importance and necessity of cul-
tivating and improving her means of safe
ty and defence. It would be mere meck-
ery to vaunt of rights, liberty or suvereign-
ty, withont the spirit, ability or resources
to defend them, [t woulidl be hetter at
once to endure threat ned or impending
ills, unungaravated by opposition, than by
unmeaning denunciations and impotent ex-
hivitions of resistanee, to provoke and in.
erease their bitterness. Prohibited both
by the eharacter of our institutions, and
the restrietions of the constiunion, from
resorting to other means of cultivating our
military resonrces than throngh that of o
well trained and organized militia, it should
be cherished to the highest state of prre
fection, and with a prilde and assidunity to
malke it the most eflicient, as itis the only

means of defending the rights, the honor,
and sovereignty of the Siate. The im-

provement in which it so rapidly progress
ed, under the influence of the late Brigade
Encampments,| offers the highest encour-
agement to the continuance of your pat-
ronage, 18 well as the happiestillustration
of the benefieial effeets of the mode in
which it has hithera been eonferred.  As
sembled in these Normal Schoals of (drill
and tuition wherea patriotic emulation was
exeited—where knowledee was imparted
and reevived, under the erities of the mosi
improved aud accomplished offidcer—where

such favorable opportunities were affordedd
for discriminating the qualifications, both
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of the soldier and l:ht'."if:i.l:i.z'édéﬁ" 1 :
that martial priﬂc_qﬁii'fcefifrkm ,,iég:iﬂr ;
nd,. which -is- the. brsf.."_'tirha'rﬁn,-.iﬁﬁ::]i‘ﬂ%z
foundution of an-elevated patriotish, conra: -
bining so many motives, stimalantsiadvan="
iages ‘and incentives, it is-notsarprisings -
that”from its resolts I'shaild be able tos "
give-you the grafifying assuranzethat:
mililia now- comprises:in. ity organizatiol
a class of officers whose l’(_riavg edge af
accomplishments would do “credit to any
age, or service, or cownfry. With suelk
inducements before us, it is-deepiy tobe " =
regratred that ap expérimentfraductiveof =~ -,
g0 many advantages and improvements, = -
without any defracting consequenees what'™*
ever, should have been so prematurely
abandoned. T Nt G
Alreaily are the effects of. that abandon...
‘ment vizible, 70 the waning: enthosiasm Bf
the eervice, and’ the resignation of some of
our ablest officers. from “a consecientivns’
regret and despondence, for the future uses
fulness und efficiency of their exertions.— °
Such Indications es thege should_be rega
ded as a solemn invocafion o restore a sys-
tem from which the State hag derived such:- *
iinporant henefits. - Confinerl I'perh'!_'[‘!i_‘a'i_ :
those encampments shoald be, to commis.- -
sioned officess; it is not to be presamed < "
that any officer would be ‘so-insensible o~~~ *
the honorable pride of his voeation;
the confidence which the State “repa
in hiscourage and fidelity;”" as to regrerthe:
privations an inconvenience of fivedsys”.
camp service, to learn theart of defending = -
his country and “his institutions: - With -~ .
sume slightan salutary modifieations of”
the law hy which they were: regulated, 6.~ °
is eonfidently hoped that they may be. maile:
the school of correct morals. as well as of
patriotism and military discipline. - With
the alteration’ or.addition of ‘such-p=ovis
onsas may promote this desirable nbject,
the bill uniler the cu‘nsirieraﬁnp.uf the Fe.
gisluture at its last session,. in Dee -
and revised by the Adjutnnt Generall withe -
the acenn panying report, is réspeélfffllj’ e
referred 1o your conslderation. ke e o T
Awmid all the portentsof the time=the perjl <7~
that every where surrounds our-domestic.
institutions, the emergency that may ‘call -
apon us to vindicate our rights and princic.
ples—I cannot bot again and niost-serions: .
ly invoke your attention to that organiza«
tion of our military resources and défences,
withiout a regard to which, no'state action:.
-can be efficient, and the assertion of“soves
reiguty, itsell be but a- bye-word and res.
proach, without dignity, and without effect. = .
The contingency of “a "National War;;
(remate and distant T trnstit still 1s,) eans"
not bé overlnoked, among ‘the numerops
otherinducements to imprave our military:
resources. 'The moct exposed, perhaps,’
as weare, to ilg-ravages from the neglect---
el econdition of nurcuagi—the greatest sufs
ferers, from the buFt‘le?:é‘ which. its expen=""
svs ure destined to impose—no matter
how provoked or originating, whether by
the ambition of one power, or the 'oﬂi;:i._-:ii !
horder aggressions of ‘the. other,—there
can be 1 am sure, noselfish or ignoble'can -
siderations, that would ever restrain”the.
maost generous contributions vpon: thie park’
of this State, of treasure or.of'arms, to-save .
the national honor from tarnish or dis+
grace. - s S T L
By an act of the Legislatare, in Decéms
ber, last, the duty was devolved upon;this:
department, of proposing the acceplance .
Lof the several Banking Institutigns of this
‘Srate, an Act 1o amend their Charters,
with a view to prevent the fulare suspen- -
sion of specie payments. - The Bank of -
the Siate, the South Western Rail ‘Road
Bank. the Union Bank, and the Planters’ - -
and Mechanics’ Bank, with a commenda.:
ble desire-to conform to the wishes and
objects of the State, have, in good faith,’
anil sincerity, accepted s provisions. :
In executing the instruciions of the Le. -
gislatnre, in that spirit of mildnessand for«
bearance in which I am sure they were
conceived, I deem«d it proper to overlonk
the delay of a few weeks, after ‘the precise
period fived by inw, for the acceptance of -
the two latter institutions; apprised as I
was that it had arisen from - unavuidable
circumstances, and not from a wilful neg.’
lector refusal to comply with the requisic
tions of the law. :
Itisdoe to the high character which.
these institutions have hitherto sustained, .
and [ am sure reflects no injustice .upon’
the motives of the Legislature, to state
that the object of this enactment was to
nrevent anticipated evils, rather than to
punish past dr existing -abuses. The
Federal Government having, in tha exer-
cise of a wise and sound_pulicy, abandon-
ed that eontrol over |.h_p¥currenry_which it
had hitherto usurped,the neccssily of &
stricter supervision over the monetary af-
fairs of this State, had become more obli-
gatary upon - those, to whom the FEOPIB_
have entrusted the power of regulating’
them. - ! o
In sucha state, of.things, it could not
be deemed an unnecessary or officious -
aet oféautinn, npon the pait of this State,
if she resorted to all the artlinary=~and le-
gifimate means of rendering her own cur-
reney, souud, safe, aleguate, and sinble.—
The exercise of these means she has. hith-
ertn defegated, ina great (and perhaps an
imprudent) extent; 10 her Banking institu-

]

-

»

fions, by the extranvdinary privileges and
immunities with which she has endowed



