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ature, with commendable moderation, |

after arguing the case at lengta, and ro-
futing thus the dangerous positions ASSUM-
ed by the Executive of New York. adop-
ted among others, the following R :solu.
tions.

« 2d: Resolved, That the course pur-
sued hy the Executive of New York, can-
not he acquiesced in; and if sanctioned
by that State and persisted in, it will be-
come the solemn duty of Virginia to adopt
the most decisive and eficient measures
for the protection of the property of her
citizens, and the maintcnance of rights,
which she cannot, and will not, under
anv cifcumstances, surrender or abandon.

“3rd. Resolved, That the Governor of
this State be authorized and requested to
renew his correspontenee with the Exe.
cutive of New Yurk, requesting that that
functionary will review the grounds taken
by him; and that he will urge the consid.
eration of the subject upon the Legish.
ure of his State.” -

4th. Requires the Governor to anbmit
the case to the other States, and invite
the co-operation of the slave-holding
States. '

In compliance with tho foregoing third
Resolution, Gov. Gilmer, on the Gth

April. 1840, addressed the Executive of

New York, and transmitted the proceed-
ings of the Virginii Lesisl:tire. Ou the
15th of April, Governor Seward acknow.
ledged the receipt of this communication;
intormt-d Gevernor Gilmer that e felt it
hisduty tosubmit the same to the L :uis-
latare of his State, and that his answer
would necessarily be delayed until alter
its adjournment.  This note was ageom.
panied by a copy of Gov. Srward’s Mes.
sage, transmitted 01 the 11th of April,
1340, tagether with the proceedings of the
Virginia Legislature, to the L :gmslature
of New York. In this Mossage, Gov.
Seward savs, * the proe adings of ihe
Geoneral Assembly of Virzinia manifest a
desire to ohtain the sen e of the Legsla.
ture.”  He commends to their considera-
tion the said proceedings and the com.
manivition of Gov. Gilmer, and informs
them that he wili deter his I'(!}I]}' in the
Bope that he may be aided by the wis
dom of the Lesislative Department,
(lov, Seward, in his communication of
the it November. 1820, informs the Fx.
centive of Virginia, that no action was
Lt upon the subject in the Senate ; that
it was referred to the Judiciary Commitice
in the House of Assemnbiy, which, ou the
it May, madea Report, asking to be

discharged from the further consideration |

of the i ety in which they said 3 «That
ot a careial examination of that corres-
pondence, vour committee cannot dis
cover any oceasion for the intarpos-tion

< of this House, even by way of advice —
They believe the pu:;mun taken by the

Governor of this State o be sound and
Juehietons, and that his exposition of the
meaming of the Constitutional provision
in question, is the only one that can he
given cunsmistently with the Sovereignty
of the State and the rights of the citizens,
while it is in striet contormity () with
our Foderal obligations to other Stales,
and recoguizes all the rights which s -
tended 1o he seenred,

«I'he committee coatent themselves
with the expression of thewr general con-
eurrence in the views of the Executive
| ecanse tHe su'ject is one witch cannat
be expressed with brevity, and hecaus
it has been examined and ilinstrated witi
distinguished ability.  Conceiving tha
there is no oceas:0n to subuut any propo.
sitien o he house tor 1ts achiong Vou
committee ask to be discharged trow the
further consideration of the subject.”

«wPhe Committee” savs Governor Se-
ward, “w s thereupon dischargod.”

The difficulty of obtaining this commu.
nication of the fate attending Virginia's
respectful appeal to the Legislature of
New York, will be seen from the follow.
ing statement of facts.

Ou the 6th June, 18340, Gavernor (1l
mer, acknowledged the receipt of Gov.
ernor Sowird’s communieation of the
18th Aprily and informed him that tax
some tune has elapsed, stnee  Lhe Li-gis-
Inture of his State was feported to have
adjourned, he beggzed most respecifully,
to recall his Exceilency’s attention lo the
subject of his former communication ;"
to thix, no reply was received.  On the
18thof July, Gavernor Gilmer, again

called Governor Seward’s attention to :
; ) 5 wqusifions | - ;
your demand, and the solemn requisitionst o, -l pay to such alleged fugi

the subject, and reminded him, of the
duties assigned him by the General As.

seinbly, (viz : to transmit copies ol the |

correspandence, and request the eo.onera-
tion, of the slaveholdipg States,) On

the 18:h Julv, Gov. Seward replied, sta.

tine that he was spending some time af
Au'urn, for «the resworation ol ins health

somewhat tmpared hy hix eonfinement |

and occupation during the sesston of the
Leasiature ;7 and expressed the hope, to
ke able to-bestow due considerition upon
the subject of their correspondericg, very

soon.”  Agan, on the b= aLusy
Governar (eher, addrssed the G ern.
or of New York, aud called his altention
tn ther e i} the 1sth
Want, {Toveroor nuin voomg el
' eraar Noew an: oiper
poseers wud, el d the Lhonor te ad iress
Laur Bxsellvoey on the 14th alt, ac-
Loewle feine taa reeript of your nete of
- 1.0, =0 as no answer Las
reee b inrhieed to apprefend
Lo, =aiian hooonw e aeeslenty has prevea.
tod the reco ot sl vaar ecatumeieation or
ey b odreem it noressarv 1o advise
vour xeciloncy, of the npecessity of
koinglag our corssp sptones to a elose,

postovned tur execdtion

i assioednd e, under the 41h Resaeln.
\ssorhly, mduleine

Exeulii, 'y

Loty ot our Ceenernd
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| render it unnecessary for me to request
the co-operation of the slave-holding
States; as the time is approaching when
the Legislatures of the States will con-
vene, | am not at liberty mach loager to
defer a compliance with the 4th Rusolu-
tion of our General Assembly. T cannet
do so, however, without again solic'ting
your Bxcellency’s most serious attention,
to the demand which has bean made by
the State of Virginia, o the Executive of
New York.” ‘ :,

On the 23th September, Governor Se-
ward acknowledging the receipt of this
comniunication, inforiged Goversor Gil-
iner, that whe had prepared his reply to
the communication of his Excelleacy, an
the subject of the dewand of certain fu.
gitives from justice, and should trunsmit
the same, assoon as it could be copiel
for that purpase.”  On the 33d Ortoher,
Governor Gilmer again addressel Gov-
ernor Seward. informing him that ¢ he
would be gratified, to hear from his Ex-
cellency, as soon as his reply could be
copied.”

On'the fifth November, 1840. Gov.

Gilmer, for the seventh time, addressed
Governor Seward a note, in  which he
savs: * [ regret very much the necessity
| of troubling vour Excellency again on
the subject of our correspondence; but if
von will advert to its progress and ob-
| jects, you cannot fail to acquit me of any
| desire to precipitate your Excellency’s
{ judgment on the grave questions which
‘are ‘nvalved.  Seven months have e'ap-
{ sed stace | had the honor tocomminicate
“the Preamble and Resolutions adopted
by the Legishature of Virginia, and to in-
'vite your Excellency’s earnest  attention
'to ihe s hject. | have received repeated
~assprances of vour readiness  to comply
- with this request ; and on the 28th Sep-
- tesnber, you informoid ine that your rely
to my communication of April last, had
heen prepared, and remained only to be
‘capied. [ informed you, on the 224 Oc-
tober, that your reply had not been re-
Leeived, and [ am still awaiting it.
: have forborne to execute the request con-
tained in the fourth Resolution of the
Virginia Legislature, until the last mo-
ment, brcause [ was unwilling to take for
granied, that any department or any offi-
cor of the Government of a sister State,
would persist in adhering, deliberately,
to the dangerous construction of our fed-
eral compact which your Exesllency had
assumed in your forwmer correspondence.
Your Excellency has been pleased to ack-
nowledse this forbenrance in  very res.
peetful terms ; and 1 trust, after remind.
ing vou that the Legislatures of several
of the Sintesare already in session, 1t will
not bee deemed an Act ol impatience on
my purt, to enguire whether the copy of
vour Excellency’s reply has been com-
pi{:tmi.” )

On the 9th of November, Gov. Seward,
of New Yark, for the first time, replicd
1o Gov. Gilmer’s communication of the
6th April, and the information quoted a-
hove. was contained in that reply.

According to the best judgment which
can be exereised by your Committee, the
canrse pursued by the Executive of the
State of New York is condemned by the
law of nations—is condemned by the
Gonstitution of the United States—the
compact formed upon conciliation and
ustice, for the comanon defence, muiual
respect, amity and aceommedation. and
domestie trangquihity of all the States—the
treaty of friendship and alliance, offensive
and defensive, among the contederating
States, which modities, controls and con-
stries (or espectal purposes, the law of:
nations, as between them.

The 24 Section 4th Article of the Con.
<titution ot the United States, secures for
« the citizens of each State, the privilegos
and immuynities of citizens in the several
States.” Protected under this section,
and unmolested by the authorities of Vir
ginia. citizens of New York have, pursu.
ing their crafl, traded to and from the
ports and bays of Virginia.  Under cover
of this privilege, three ol themn stole and
cirried away a negro, and when, under
| the stiputation of the second paragraphi of

i of an alleged fugitive from service or labor,
| 16 ‘which he is neld under the Taws of any
' other State, who shall have escaped nto
this State, the claim to the service of such
alleged fugitive, his identity, ana the
fact of his having escaped from another
State of the United States into this State,
shall be determined by a jury.”

‘I'he 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, und 6th sections,
prescribe the mode of proceeding. Scclion
7, provides thet if the Rnding of the jury
is in favor of fe clenanst, upon al) the
matters submitted, the Court or officer
beture whomn such hesring shall be had,
shall grant to such claimast or his agent,
a curtificate, ** which sball autherize the
person receiving the same to remove the
fugitive thercin named, without any. un-
necessary delay, through and out of the
| State, on the direct route, to the- State
 Fiom which he fled.” -

Sac. 8. [ the finding of the jury be
ln:::léusl the claimant, on any of the mat-
| ters subhmitted to them, the -pemuu so clal-
med as a fagitive shall forthwith he set at
liberiy, and shall never thereafter be mol-
ested upon the same: chim; and arv  or-
son who shall tberoafler urrest, detuid, or
proceed in any manner te rut,n’l'c- such
alleged fugitive upon tha same claim, or
shall by virtae of  the same claite semave
such alleged fugitive out of this State,
under nny process or pioceeding whatever,
shall be decmed guilty of kidnapping; and
upon conviction, shall he punished by
imprisonment 1o the State Prison not ex-
ceeding ten vears.” -

Sxc. 9. The District Attorney of the
County in which any alleged fugitive
| from service or lahor trom another Siaté,

shall be proceeeded against by any person

of such procecding, render his advice and
professional services to such alleged fugi-
tive, and shatl attend, in his behalf, on
the trial of such clavm, and shall receive
such compensaiion therefor, as shall be
certificd to be just and reasonable, by the
Court or O:lices beforé whom the proceed.
ings shall be conducted; to be paid as part
of the Contingent Expeuacs of the Coun.
ty. And in case of the omission of such
District Attorney, to attend, or to render
his professional services, the Court or offi-
cer hefore whom the proceeding shall  be
had. shall assign some Chancellor of the
Supreme Court, in good standing. to con.
duct the defence of such alleged fugitive,
and render (o him the nsual servicesof a
counsel, for which he shall receive i com.
pen:s‘alion to he certified and paiil, a» here.
 inbefore provided in respect to the Dis.
i trict Attorney.

Ske. 10, Every person soclaimed as a
fugitive. shall be entitled to subpcecnas
for his witnesses. Trom the Court or officer
hefore whom the haboas corpus may  be
returnable, without any fee or charge
therefor; and every Constable, Sheriff. or
Mar<hal, to whom any such subphana
shall b delivered to be served, -shull serve
the ~arme, and shall be allowed the same
foes ax for serving a eapias in the Court
of Common Pleas, to be paid as  part ol
the contingent expenses of the County. in
the event of a Jury summoned under this
Act, determining in favor of the claimant.

Ssc. 11. Provides for the * enlorcing
of subpaenis for witnesses, and compell:
ing them Lo testify.” and enacts, that “the

[

:I fees of the Sheriff or Constahle, for sum- i tion,

' moning the jury, and of the jurors. and of
Lhe officer hearin 2 and teving any such
elaim. shall be paid by the claiman’s in all
cases.”

Nue. 120 No person shall be entitled,

tya writol hubeas corpus to arrest a fu. |
' gitive from labor or service, until he shall |

have delivered to the Conrt, or officer te
whom apphication for xuch writ shall be
mnde, a bond te the people of thin Siate,
in the penal sumof one thausand dollars,

and treeholders of this State. to be ap.
proved by such Court or officer. condition-
ed to pay all costs and expensesthit may
'acerne in the prosceution of the said
writ, legally ehargeble toxach claimant
and also to pav weekly, the sum ol iwo
dollars to the person having wich atleged
fugitive in s castody, for the an'.mrt‘ of

such alleged Mgiive, so long as he «hall

Cremnir i enstody ander sued writ of b,

claiming such fugitive, shall. upon notice |

with two suflicient sureties, inhabitants |

L}
v silne see ese nen are dewmanas .
e sane section, these men are dewand I hons eorpus, or e detained by the procec.

| ives f sxveutive | '
uf?;",l"g;l“l‘: tn;t.n J"“!: e’;he% l_.m;{u W¢ T impannelled ander tus Act, shall render
"y ss— N o2 this Staie knows o
| ULINEW ark repiles—. o; thisdlaie nws a verd.c! agiinst sueh ehim, lf_l_f'i]. that

by the nuthorities of Virgima, as felons i i .
¥ th uthoriti I e 3, 8 I i ;lm.‘l'i dierean: and also, that b any mry

al the |

suel INIrs as . 1 an be | . . :
no such things as property in human e | such claimant shall pay all the costs and |

ings—she does not recognise the act with
il which these men are accusad, as a crime,
"and therefore she refuses to comply with

I_I.I' the Constitations and laws of the Uni.
'ted States.  Wiien, in obedience (o the
mjunctionof the Legislature ot his State,
and in the spirit of friendly forbearance
and remonstranee, the Governor of Vir.

' Bvecutive of New York, the matter s re-

ferred by Governor Seward. on the 11th
Lof April. 1340, to the Legislatare of New
York, by which his conrse was approved:
for although their Committee, (H, of R.)

was discnarged. on the Lith May  follow- | 10 on Mhe application of the alleged fu- |

ing, from the consideration of the suhject,
| it was upon the express eronnd that the
“ positions taken by the Governor of that
Siaie were sound and judicteas, and that

1 his exposition of the meaning of the con-

sttutional prm‘isinn in question, was the
only one that could be given, eonsistent-
{1y with the sovercignty ofthe State, and
“the nghts of the aitizen.”
In further illustration of the sentimen!
prevailing at the Capitol of New York, 1n
‘respeet o the demand of Virginia, it isre.
mrked that on the Gth of Mav, 1840, was
pussed an Act by the New York Legsla-
tare, entitled ** An Act to extend the right
Var ral by jary,,)’ the  most important
provisions of whicit wie the fullowing :
see. 1. lostead of the hearing provi,
Cided by the first Artiele of Title 1, and
' Chapter 9. of the Third Part of the Re.
' viged Statues, to be had betore 2 Court
or Officer. npon the return ol any writ of

| hiheas eorpus issued (o bring wp the bady |

ginia renews the correspondence with the

expeases of the proceedings, includin
| those to which such alleged fugitive sha
| have been  subjected, and in addition
live
the surn of one hundred dollars, and ali
damages which he may sustain,  ‘The
bond sha!l be filed 1 the office of the
Clerk of the county, and may be prosecii-
ted by any person claiming any  henefit
from its provisions, in the name cf the
people of this Siate, but the people shall
not be liable for any costs in =ach suit.
Sec. 13th and 1ith inmaterial.

l See. 15. Authorises * the Constable
| or otficer, before any such trial shall be

a

tive slavg, to grant a commnission for the
examination of witnesses out of the Siate,
and authonses the adparnment of the
hearing from tine (o tume.”

Sec. 16. No Juidge or other officer of |

| this State, shall grant orissue any certi-
]lﬁo:ue:-: or other proecess for the remoral
| from thi< State of any fugitive, or of any
person claimed as a fugitive from service
or labor, otherwise thaw in pursuance of
;tine provisions of this  Act: and every
|s.:cthIge or other officer; who shall
grant or issue any such certificate or
other process, except in the manner
| preseribed in and by this Aet, shall be
| decmed guilty of a gisdemcanor, and i
ableto panishment tierelor.

Sec. 17. Every person  wha  shall,
witheut authority of Inw, forcibly remove,
or attempt to temove fiom this State,
any fugitive from servics or labor, or any
| person who ix claimed . as such fngiive,
forivhi e sam o) five Lundred ol

.. .
st ..

]M‘:;ﬁ%'tha party ‘aggrieved, and shall be
decniod gailty of the crime of kidnapping;
and upon conviction of such offence, shall
be punished by imprisoment in the State
Prison, for a period not exceeding ten
years. :

Viewing the provisions of this Act of
the Legislature of New York, in connex-
joe: with the refusal of the Executive of
thist State, to comply with the reasonahle
rand duly authenticated demand of the
Governor of Virginia, to deliver up the
fugitives from juetice in question, to-
pether with the reason assigned for such
refusal, * that owe man cannot be the
property of another,” and the deternsina-
tion of the Lagislature, that * the positions
taken by the Governor were sound and
judicious,” it seems to your commitiee Lo
he too clear to admit of a doubt, that the
thea dominant party in the State of New
York, have deliberately trampled under
foot parts of the 2nc scetion of the 4th
Articte of the constitution of their coun.
trv; and have wantonly, and arrogantly
ahrogated the faith solemnly pledged to
her sister States, *'to establish justico, and
ensure domestic tranquility.’,

Such also seems to have been the view
taken of this transaction by the authori-
ties of Virginin. Her councils have ac.
cordingly, at their last session, passed an
wAct to prevent the citizens of New Yurk
from earrying slaves out of the Common.
waalth, and to prevent the escape of per-

r

the frands practised upon the Department, -
in evading, by various devices, the pay-
| ment of the postage imposed by law,—
| While all these causes operate to lessen
nue of the Department, the ex.

)
While he declines complying with my
demand, on the ground of a pretended de- s

fect in the indictment, ke indicates the
intention, in no equivocal terms, should
his objections ta our jndicial procecdings | the reve T
be overcome, to sustain his refusal on | penses of transporting the mail are mot
principles no le-s unwarranted by the | affected or lessencd by them; and I re.

constitution, than offensive to the people | spectfully suggest whether the evils to
of this State. which I have referred do not deserve the

There should be no longer delay in serious attention of Congres», S0 h as
settling authoritatively the manner io ' to call for some more specific legisiation,
which “fugitives from justice are to be whereby they may ba’ removed '
delivered, when they ars found in another pressed. ' '
jurisdiction. Congress has the unques. | ‘The total groas reveaue of the Post
tionable authority, under the constitution, | Office for the fixcal year commencing on
to regulute this matter, and it iy clearly | the 1at of July, 1840. and terminating on
the duty of the General Government to | the 30th of June, 1341, was 84.379,217
cause fugitives from justice, who eseape 78; the total expenditure for the =afe
from the State in which the ciime wag | time was 84.507,239 39. In this year
committed, and are found in anothor, to | *ha expeaditurs excreded the rovenue by
he delivered up, upon the demand of the | the sum of $137,920 61.
ISxecutive authority of the State having of the expenditures, more in detail, will
jurisdiction of the off:n-e. But inas-in due time, as required by law; be" re.
much as the mode provided by Congress, | ported to Congross. ik
for discharging this high obligation to the | ‘Phe precise income and expenditure.of
Siates, 80 esscntial Lo the safety of socie- | the General Post Office eannot be known.
ty, and the security of property, has
proved inefficacious, and as no disposition
is manifestod by the Federal Governiment
to remedy the defect, the subject is of
sufficient importance to justify a Conven.
tion of the States, to tuke it into conside-
ration.

But we should not defer, for a moment,
the adoption of measures for our own

fiscal year, and the gettlements of all sc.
counts have been completed. Canse.
quently, any statement of expenslitive
and income, for the present year, is lishle
to the fluctuntions and changes, u_l..c
incident to the peculiar character of. 1
of . the

service, ;
Department for the current year ma¥,

3

‘The expenditures and income

sons charged with the commisyion of any
crime,” a copy of which is herewilh sub-
mitted.

Such is the remedy which has heen
acopted by Virginia, in vindication of her
rijghts. and in defeace of the property of
her citizens, '

She has caused the correspondence,
with the policy she has adopted, to he laid
before the authorities of this State, for
our examination and approbation, and has
invited our co-eperation.

What then, is it incumbent upon Caro-
lina to do?

[t is the unanimous opinion of vour
comiiltes, that the action of this S.alc
should be indicated, in a character by the
identity of her interests with those of
Virginin. They accordingly recommend
to the attention of the Senate the Bill al-
ready referred to. :

Your committee heg lcave further to
recommend for the adoption of the Sen-
ate, the following Resolutious:

1. Resolved,¥'That this Legislature
view with regret and abhorrence the con-
structive mcaning of the constitutional
provigion respecting wfueitives from jus.
tice,” amd ¢ fugitives from service,” as-
serted by the Executive and Legislative
' authorities of the State of New York,1n
{ tho year 1840.

2. Resoleed, That in the opinion of
this Legidature, the forced and danger-
oy eanstruction put upon the 4th Ar-

safety, ‘The regulation herstofore re-

from giving you that full development al
this time so necessary to a clear under-
atanding of the various and extended op-
erations of a Departinent so 1important
and interssting to cvery class of our fel
low-citizens.

Unlike the other Departments of Gov.
ernment, which derive their support from
the national Treasury, the General Posi
Office 'looks for the muans to continu?
and extend its operations te the incotne
derived alone from a sucees<tul adminis.
| tration of the laws prescribing its duties
and privileges,

T'he Genera

8110000
Thus it will be seen that the prolable
amount of expenditure will exceerd the
anount of  revenw,  as cshimated by
3110,000. .
With this deficit prese-ting itsell »o,
palpably to my mnnd, 1 have exdhved 3o
infiise into the admimistration of Vhir'sers
vice a rngid economy § vel, with ull the
savings which it may be possible to make
hy the most rigid eeonomy, | am satistied
 the expenditure eannot be reduced with-
1 Post Offiee, at first almost | 10 the income, without either Q‘illf'ﬂj]lg
| the transportation of the minil belaw ghe

 ticle of the constitution of the United
! States, and the arrogant pretensions to
I
' York, as indicated by the pusitions of her
i F xeeutive in the progress of the late con-
troversy with Virginia, and the proceed-
ings of het Legisluture pe
I should be repudiated and discountenanced

by every state in the Union, as destrne.

' tive of the faith pledged in the Constitu. !

and ultimately subversive of that
' State Sovercignty, upon which they pro-
| fess to be lounded.

" 3. Resoived. That the Governor he re.
| quested o commanicate to the authorities
ot Virginia, the high sensc entertained
‘by this Legislaure, of thir moderation
“and respectful forbearance 1n conducting
' the recent unhappy controversy with the
 State of New York—of the justness of
the position assuined by Virginia, and
"the assuranee of the hearty t'.u-opm'minn
of South Carolina, in all proper measures
'to vindieate her rights as a State, and to
| protect the property of her cilizens,
Al wineh is respeettully submitted.

R. F. W. ALLST*N,

Chatrmuan.

Tha following messagn was st hy the Giov-

atsar of Georgia to the ];ﬂgi!‘.ll'u‘-r of tiial Seato

2

at the timne of e date,

Fxrexrive Dzraremexr,
\ Miltedcviiie, Dee. L. 1841,
Wiih my messagze of the 24 ult., { had

_enpy of a rarrespondeace wiih the Gover.
nor of New York, relating to a demand

and delivery of John Greenman, a fugi-
'tive from the justice of this State,
'charaed with the larcency of a slave,
{upon the affidavit of Bobert W. [iour.
‘noy. At a superior Court of Chatham
" county, held after the making of the affi.
davit by Mr. Flournoy, John Greenman
lwas indicted for this otfence by the name
| of Alanson GGreenman, a name assnmed
\ by him, doubtles. to escape detection.
Po remove the dificully und seruples of
' the Governor of New York, in relation to
| the sufficiency of the charge contained
lin the afliavit, | renewed the demand,
based upon the indictment, a copy of
which. authenticated as required by the
Act of Congress, was transmitted.  You

copy of which is herewith transmitted,
taat another prelext has been raised by
Giovernor Seward for evading the per.
formance of s constitutional obligations.
| It is pretended by him that the bill of in-
]1’i¢-lrnunt is defective, and he has under.

taken the office pf counselffor the aceused,
by taking antenable techmeal exceplinis
to the proecedings.
them, as you will pereeive, but | have
heen long since convinced that ités un.
neccssary 1o address either argnment or
oSy to his understanding, or to remind
him of the neeessity of executing, in
rood faith, according to the letter and
apirit, the wisn pruvi.-;'inn: of the Consti-
intion, by whien the States are enahled
in giving efficiency to their criminal laws,
to maintain the peace and safoty of soci-

ely.

eontrol its operation by the Siate of New |

nding the same, |

the honor ta communicate to yon the |

will perceive, from the correspondence, a !

I have answered |

the creature of administrative diseretion,
necessarily <o remaing, to a great des | jast wants of the cotanunity, oF 111 Ol
aree, at the present time. Initsinfancy, other mgde increasing the revenue al the
it cequired the constant and vigilant 8- Department.
perintendence of ity head to direct its af. | Tq continue the present amount of
A | s
'&Il::l in x;_lc.h a u:m]'mor as to extend the service, and extend with it the growih
: < N, € it . 4
"f'lﬁr‘;l" i"" et "e:l'" f:’m't"“:,' n«un:te and spread of onr population, part-c hirly
iV i nerense (Xie ypitlite .« .
" 4 IACENNG: S5 EXSEHE O Por in the Wesl, the pres:nt revinne, with
tion and business.  Lqual; if not greater, : R T
! Z % ; A its former charges, is evident'y e
vigilance i3 demanded at the present g e
i , quate ; and a reduction of that servies
‘. Ll 3 . " . " . ; L . 1
| Tt is to be desired that, in the zencral greatly below its present "‘"'"d"r'd winthl
" administration of the Governtaent, as lit- have taken place, nnless Congress
should make an appropristion from the

| tle of discretion as possible should be leflt \
. with those charzed with public trusts; and Public Treasury which [ neitiver a-k hor

[ regret iny acquaintance with the details  desire to sce made. :

of the Depariment, at this tim-, is so lim- | Upoa a view of all the circums!ances,
lited as not to qualily me 1o siuggest more - and with a perfect sense of the' delicate
| specifically  those improvements in the  reaponsibility  assumed, [ have frlt my.
| laws perfaining to it whereby mueh ot " gy pnperiously called upon to XOTE 30

3

fthat ;lijcrc]lu‘." ht:rclulnr; '{“’"”’“T'L “a power vested by the act of 1825 10 the
| might be restrained and profitably regula- o oo ger General, and have r»:lrlj!lﬂlt"d .

H T « ¥ gy
| le - Jemstative enactments, he pro-' . . ;
ted by legisiative enactment Fhe ¢ the commixsion heretolore allowed to de-

orioty of these remarks will be fully de.! ) Fit :
priety ; . puty postmasters, By ting regulation a .

nonstrated h_\' a recurrence ta tie history
of the Post Office aperations, from therr
conmencement o the present time,
f In 1790, the whole number of post o
fices in the United States did not exceed
seventy-five : theenumber of niiles of post Congress for an approprintion or td re.
{475 the revenue, 337 936 ; the duce the transportation of the maib be-
[n 1810, 1t wii low the just wants of the community.”
Wien 1t s known that this reductien

capy of whienh s mmeexetl._ there will ba
Cadded 1o the nett annual ineome of the
r. Departmeant abos S110,000, [ thougat
it better to do this than either towak

-"il:l"-..
expenditure, 3214
be seen that the whole by of  past |
oflices in the U, States was 13453 the  hay heen made to cnatie the Departmant
number of miles of post roud, 155,739 (o send intelligenee among the Peuple,
the gross revenue for the sune year was Ly eontining and extending mail faeilis
- 84,539.265. and the expenditure was B, | ties, and not 'i"n w spiit of patsimeminbne
750.110. Fue necessity of guardig, | economy, the liberal and culiuhwm',l.‘{"f

tion, such ap amount of income and ex-
penditure, and the duties and liabilities of |
s0 many agents, must he apparent.

As has already been remarked, the ori- |
ginal design in the estabhshment of the
Post Otfice Departinent was that its in |

come shonld be ma le to sustain its opera.

what has been done ; and [ will mot allow
mys If to believe that these whom it st
unmediately affscts will view it in an -
liberal spirit.

Should Congress, however, not ap-
prove of this measure, they will have it in
I'hat principle ought never (o be their power, hefore the order takes offect,
abandoned,  Whilst  the  Departmen to arrest its foree s and ‘will no douht
should not be regarded as a source ol adopt the necessary measures (o require
revenue to the nation, it should never | e reduction of mal serviee, or lo pro-
hecome an annual charge on the Treasu- | yide the means of paying tie halance

. . | which will be due to contraciors at the
Ugnn assuming the Idlsch:.nrge .c-f) the end of the year.
daties p‘:t:lulnm_g to to the oifice of Pots | ot e nineied report of the Auditor of
master General, ny first object Waslo iy, Cp g Office Department, marked B,

ivestigate its financial condition ; e %1 will exhibit the progress which has been
) gre :

bys " ’ - H y : 1 |
hecomes my duty to inform you that [ did | : i ’ _
not find 1t in that prosperous state which | made in the adjustment and liquedation

the demands upon it require, of the accounts of pustmasters since the
The income of tins Department is al- | 4th of March last. '
ways liahle to be affected by the fluctua. | It ix to expected that among 14,000
lions of the business of the country.  Itis “depnty postmasiers (appointed generally
increased or depressed in propurtion to "without a personal knowledge of the in.
the increase or depression of that busi- | dividuals or their securities) there will'be
ness. . ‘ found scme who will prove faithless to
Bosides this canse of fluctuation in 1ts ' their trusts, and whuse securities are pot
income, other causes of a redu_cnun._mnm | @oad for the amount due the department.
or less in every year, may he found in the 1o view of this, [ have institated a rigid
increased facilities which the travel upo | inquirs, not only ina the fitness Aind Buiti

Lions.

ry.

transission of letters nnd newspapers by | gl A
' PEPETE Y | ihe wolvency of their securities,: frem

privaie conveyunde; secondly. in the| """ e
| greai extension, to’ say nothing of the :“:h_f"‘h the h‘j"“ resul.l.-t Ay s anticipated.
abuse, of the franking privilege ; thirdly, I'his eperation, performed in part Wl&
e recent establishment of what are cal-
led private exaresses, upon the great mail ' {

he letter of instructions annexed, nurked

2

A siatement »

io nny oue yeny. until the close of the -

ecommended by e, would enpsure the | upon estimnate, be stated in round Jpups.
| sufety of our property, and prevent all | bersas follows: b
interference with onr slave population. | Total amount of revenue de-
Any other constitutional measure, how- rived from postnges, fines, .
ever, which your wisdom may suggest, a8 and all other sources, : 84.380.00
expedient and proper, for the attainment ' -
of these desirable objects, shall have my | Expense of mail transporta. 1004
concurrence, tion, : : .z 8,145,000
CHARLES McDONALD. | Commission to Postmasters.
e e — il the rates of pwr centage
REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER |  remain unchanged. ~ :  1,015:00
GENERAL. | Ship. steamboat, ‘and way :
Post OrricE DEPARTMANT, z | letters, : & - i 3 30000
Dec. 1. 1841. . Incidental expenses, inclu. ¥
To the President of the United States: | diug blanks, stationery. :
In the discharge of the duty of report- printing, &c. : ;o R10.0M
ing to yon the condition of the General | _
' Post Office, I have to regret that my re- | Total estimated expenditure, 4,490.000
| sent induétion into offi:e will prevent e | Total estimated income, 3 4,340,5”0

[ which I had made upon him. for the arrest | 28 far as practicable, by specific legislia. | all sections wil!, [ am |u'rsnml'mk"'lw :

”l

railroads and steamboats furnishes for the ) quaifications of the pastmastore, bitt

'special agents of the Departinen?, wnder -

| 1outes of the Umited States; tourthly, in C. and tie prompt setticment of theyae.
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