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SAINT PATRICK'S DAY.

4 SPIRITED. CELEBRATION BY THE
IRISEWEN OF CHARLESTON.

A -Brlght Morning—The Processlon—=
Splendid Appearance of the Irish Ride
Club and St. Patrick’s Band=The Ser=
~ices at Church and Fathsr Cicghan’s
Address—How the Blbeﬂn;n Soclety
Observed the Day—The Banquet and
SpeechesLast Evening—Annual Sup-
Pper of the §t. Patrick’s Benevolent So-
clety—Other ‘Festivities in Homor of
the Day, here and clsewhere.

The leaden ekies and murky atmosphere of
Bunday evening gave little hope of ausplcions
weather for the celebration, yesterday, of Ire-
land's great Festival, and the day itself dawn-
ed drearily enough to satisfy the most unre-
lenting hater of the Emeraldalsle and her
wgrm-hearted children. But the Irishman is

_not made of the stuff to be dismayed by tri-
fles, and the green badges and sprigs that
were everywhere to be eeen o the streets at
an early hour showed how general would be

the observance of the occasion, rein or shine.

As if nature sympathized with the.pluck and

patriotism of the sons 'of Erin, howerer, there

“Yas soon & sunburst through (he clouds, and
ionz ere the procession began to move tha_'
mornling gave no uncertain promise of just

-guch a lovely and exhilarating epring da; a8

‘was needed to gratify the hope and gladden
the hearts of the participants in the

“festlvities. All agree that the celebration of
8t. Patrick's Day yesterday was In all respects
the most spirited and enthusiastic that Charles-

tor has known slnce the times before the war,
and It Is pleasant to chronicle the perfect good
order and decorum which marked all the pro-
ceedings -of the several organizations which
took part in the public obseérvance of the annl-
Versary.

—_—
THE STREET PARADE.

The Gathering of the Clans—Procession
of the Irish R'fle Club and the St.
Patrick’'s ~Bencvolent Association=—
Services'at Bt. Patrick’s.

" A Hittle after elght o'clock the members of
the, 8t. Patrick’s Benevolent Soclety began to
asgemble at Lhe Hibernian Hall, each wearing
the regalla of the order, conslstln‘g of & green
gearf from the shoulder across the breastto
the left slde, where the ends were clasped to-
gether by a gllt harp. In their hat-bands ap-
peared the Inevitable sprig of shamrock, aod
upon each countepance was a Emile which
wonld have done the heart of the Patron Saint
good to behold. The members were accompa-
‘nled by a full representation of the rising gen.
eration, and children and grandchildren,
arrayed like thelr parents, joined In the line
and walved thelr mimie fiags of green in honor
of the day. > ST

The procession, however, could not move
without the Irish Rifle Club, and expectation
stood on tiptoe watehing for their approach.
The martial music of Bt. Patrick’s Brass Band
was soon heard, and the glistening line of
rifies marched with steady tread behind.
Their arrival was none too soon for those who,
were walling. The line was formed at once
in Meeting street, in front of the Hibernian
Hall,-and the proceselon, with acrash of musle
from the :

ST. PATRICK'S BRASS BAND,
moved on up Meeting street. The band fsa
new organization, which made its frat ap-
jpearance in public yesterdsy. It comprises
twenty pleces, and thelr fine training, excel-
lent performance and general bearlng
-¢licited the enthuslastic cheers of the hear-
ers, and contributed In Do small de-
1o the enjoyment of the day. The
mémbers are all young, mostly of Irish de-
-scent, and take {naturally Lo the alrs of the
‘Emerald Isle. They obtained thelr lnstru-
ments some three months ago, and thelr pro-
ficlency reflects credit upon their efiicient
‘teacher and thelr own talents. - Mr. Bearwith,
of the Post Band at the Cliadel, Is thelr In-
.slructor, and the members of the band are as
follows: P. E. Gleason, leader; F. G. McGary,
F. J. Bonifuce, M. W. Powers, Jno. H. Early,
N. G. Duffy, M. A. Conners, Michael Barry, N.
A. Devereux, T. J.Sheehan, M. F. Kealey,

'Jae. E. Coleman, G. Cleary, James Barry, J.

P. Corcoran, RB. Relomilz, Frank Bearwlth,
Thos. Glynn, J. B. Maloney and John Pearing.
In front of the column marched & commit-
tee of the Benevolent Assoclation, conslsting
.o, Messrs. Chas. Mulvauey, Jas. Rahall, Dan.
Sulllvan and E. 0’'Day. These were followed
> THE IRISH RIFLE CLUB -
on their first anniversary parade. They
turned out as fine & body of men as could be
.geen anywhere, seventy-ve in number, and
handsomely uniformed. They wore black
panis, with a light gray coat trimmed with
palmetlo buttons, green collar and cuffs, and
neatly corded across the breast. The hats
-were of black, with green cord and tassel,
and were looped up on the left with a green
rosette pinned in with & miniature gilt harp.
‘The colors of the club were an old Fenlan
flalf; green on one slde, and on the other
white, with ‘‘Irish Rifle Club” hand-
somely embroldered wpon It and sur-
mounted by the Immortal shamrock.
“They were borne by a man who had falrly
won the honor. - Mr. D. Spelman was the
fourth man of his company, then reduced toa
mere haodful, who snatched the colors from
¢he fallen bearer and few them all day long
in the deadly struggle at Cold Harbor. Inthe
general orders aller the battle, the color-
bearer was highly complimented, and his
comrades remembered the deed.

The club has many tried members to whom
it can polnt with pride, and are men as
staunch and true as Oharleston can boast.
Their soldlerly bearing, good order and fine
appearance were the subject of general praise.
The officers who paraded are as follows: Jas.
Armstrong, Jr., president; J. J. Grace, first
vice-president; D. O'Neill, second vice-presi-
dent; A. G. Magrath, Jr., third vice-president;
P. Cleary, first warden; P. J. May, second
warden; J. F. Byrnes, third wardep; William
Fowley, fourth warden; John Burke, Jr., fifth

“wwarden; J. F. Walsh, secretary, and A. E.
Kenny, treasurer. :

THE ST. PATRICK'S BENEVOLENT SOCIETY *
came next in line. The members were in citl-
zens dress, adorned with the green emblem
‘and the sprig of shamrock. They marched by
twos to the number of nearly one hundred and
vy, a solid, able-locking body of men,true re-

presentatives of the boné and slnew of Charles-
ton. A genial smile 1t up the face of éach,
which shadowed the epirit of pleasure with
which they partieipated lu the celebration. In
the rear ot this body marched alioe of the
younger sons ot Erin, children of from flve to
fifleen years. They were keplup lo good or-
der, and with thelr Innocent and happy en-
thuslasm appropriately closed the long array.
3 THE LINE OF MARCH )
was up - Meeting street, along the sldewalks
of which crowds of spectators watched Lie gal-
lant array, and eagerly recognized thelr
friends and relatives in the llne. The march
was an ovatlun, and on arriving at Lioe
street, the head of the columa filed through
foto Eing and down the plankroad to Rad-
clife street. Headlng agaln through this
street, the procession entered St. -Patrick’s
Church, at the corner of St. Philip street, and
soon filled the seats In the body ofthe church.
The crowd followed, and alsles and vestibule
were soon crowded with a dense throng to the
very entrance.

The Imposiog service of Mass was here cele-
brated, the Rev. John Moore, D. D., officiat-
ing. A deep stiliness fell upon the assem-
blage as the service proceeded, and all rever-
ently jolned In this approprlate portion of the
celebration of the day. At its concluslon,

THE ORATION

was delivered by the Rev. C. J. Croghan. The
reverend speaker designated the occasion as
one for exdness and joy for Ireland. He briefly
adverted to its early woes in the invasion by
the Danes, by the English under Elizabeth and
Cromwell, the revolution of the treaty of Lime-
rick, and the barbaritles of the Penal code.
He epoke of the sufferings of the people, and
how they:were alleviated by.the arrival of St.
Patrick—how the Irish mever persecuted thelr.
teachers, and. how Ireland became the seat of
learning. He showed how she produced Lhe
most remarkable of orators, and referred to
Burke, Flood, Sheridan, and others; aad to her
poets, and of thése the priocipal, Moore, who
had produced the only original eplc poem since
the days of the Iliad. Lastly, the speaker
eloquently adverted to the charlty ot Ireland,
which had nourlshed and kept allve her falth.
He was listéned:to with deep altestion, and
his closing appeal for the ophans excited much
feeling. ‘At the close of_the oratlon, the
PROCESSION AGAIN FORMED

in the same order a3 before, and marched
through Radeliffe to King street, down King
to Broad, throngh to East Bay, and up to
Market, through Market and up King agaln to
the hall, at the corner of Boclety street. They
here partook of & slight collation, enlivened
with sentiments and cheers, after which the
aseembly broke up. The Rifie Club marched
back to Archer's Hall, whera, after three
cheers for the president, and cheers for the
other officers, &c., the members dispersed to

their homes.
—
THE HIBERN1AN SOCIETY.

Seventy-First Anniveriary — He-clec-
tion of the Entire Board of Officers—
The Annual Banguet—A Notable Re=
union of Tried and Trusty Comrades.

The anniversary of the formation ol the
Hibernian Soclety l8 coincident with Bt
Patrlck's Day, and the seventy-first birthday
of this venerable organization was duly cele-
brated yesterday along wjth the commemora-

+J tion of theJife- and virtues of Ireland's palran

galot. The annual meeling for the electlon of
officers was held at noon, the polls remalnlng
open tlll two o'clock P. M., and the election
resulted in the unanimous cholce of the old
board of officers for anolher year, as followa:
General James Conner, president; Bernard
O'Nelll, vice-president; Thomas 0'Brien, treas-
urer; James Armstrong, Jr., secretary; John
Burns, hallkeeper. Committee on Flnance—
A. P. Caldwell, James McConkey, T. 8. 0'Brien,
H. F. Baker, F. L. O'Nelll. Committee on Re-
lfef—M. P. 0’Connor, W, H. Houston, G. A.
Bowman, J. M. Mulvaney, C. C. Trumbo.
Committee on Letters—James Cantwell, J. H.
Murrell, John Kenoy, W. E. Howland, James
F. Blattery.
THE ANNIVERSARY SUPPER.

In the evening occurred the annual reanlon
and supper of the soclety, au occaslon Which
amply sustalned the reputalion of this time
honored association for bonkommie and cheer.
The tables were spread o the maln hall of the
soclety’s building on Meeliwg street. Al one
which extended across the south end of the
hall, was seated the president, flanked on
either slde by iovited guests, while at the re-
malnlng tables, which extended lengthwise of
the hall, were eeated the members and the
remaining gues's. Among the prominent
guests and members were ex-presidents
Magrath and O'Nelll, Rev. H. D. Northrop,
Hon. J. B. Campbell, president of the New
England Boclety; General Anderson, presi-
dent of the Survivors' Assoclation; Hon, W,
G. DeSauseure, of the St. Andrew’s Bociety;
Rev. D. J. Qulgley, the chaplain of the even-
ing; Rev. W. B. Yates, Professor 0'Neale, W.
H. Houston, Esq., Judge R. F. Graham, A.R.
Taft, Esq., Colonel B. H. Rutledge, Theo. D.
Wagnoer, Esq, C. H. Rlce, Esq., of the Lex-
Ington Dispatch; Captain Baker, of the
ghip Julia, Richard Benlor, Esq., Aldorman
Moran, Alderman Sweegan, and the Rev.
Samuel J. Walsh, of Ireland. At the head of
the hall was stationed Muller’s siring band,
composed of Lhe veteran musiclans who led
the marches of the Twenty-fith South Caro-
lina through many a weary campaign, and
whose losplziting strains on this occasion in-
vited the not unwllling hearera to the altack
upon the bountiful supply of good things un-
der which the table groaned. The hall was
without special decorations with the excep-
tion of the legend **Ceade Mille Falthe,” which,
blazoned nupon an emerald banoer behind the
preeident’s table, bespoke a thousand wel-
comes to the guests, but with the honored
portraits which, In their massive {rames upen
the walls, smiled an echolng welcome, and
the frequent vases and garlands of flowers
with which the tables were adorned, there was
no lack of life and warmth In the plcture pre-
sented in the hall. The supper was served
at elght o'clock, and proved, as was to be ex-
pected, a triumph of that prince of cuisinlers,
the indefatigable Tully. The blll of fure in-
Included almost everything of edible and
palatable luxory that ingenulty can devise,and
the altractive menu belog fully discussed and
disposed of with running accompaniments of
jest and Iaughter, anecdote and repartee, and
not without the cheerful popping ol the cham-
pagne corks, the first toast of the evening was
announced by the re-elected presldent of the
soclety. General Conner gaid thatit became
his firat duty to return his heartiell thanks for
the honor that had been conferred upon him
in selecting him to preside for another year
over the forlunes of the Hibernian Bociety.
Seventy-one years of strength and usefulness
had shed an unwonted lustre upon the career
of the soclety. It bad welcomed those who,
leaving the homes of their fathers, had sought
thelr fortunes In this Western land, and
It had extended & loving embrace

to thelr children - and their children's
chlldren. It had fostered the wondrous sto-
rles of that land beyond the sea, and preserv-
ed a pride and a love for the name of Ireland.
He took pride In its -history, In its achieve-
melw of geniur, poetry and art. It hed
smoothed (he pathway to success of every
Irlshman Who had sought fortune, fame and
honor in the land of his adoption, had wel-
comed each and all of the exiles of Erin who
came to these shores. It had donme honor to
the founders of the socléty, who bullt well,
and whose deeds lived after tham, He wel-
comed the sister socletles which he found rep-
resented, and he Indu'ged the hope that the
years that were past bad farnished foundation
stones for coming years and future strength
and usefulness—lioks that would blad each
and all to the land from which they sprang.

‘With these remarks, the president announe-
ed the first toast of the evening:

The Day we Celebrate—A bright lestival in the
calendsar of Ireland Among’ tle most blessed of
the works of the patron salnt whose name It

bears, under all climes It unites the sons of Ire-
land io a brotherhocd of charity and love.

This was the elgnal for Muiler's Band, which
strack uwp **St. Patrick’s Day In ths Morning.”

The response was by the Rev. H. P’. Nor-
throp, whose appearance was the slgnal for
applause. Mr. Northrop sald:

“The day we celebrate!” We, yes, we,
Irishmen and sons of Irlshmen, and we who,
unallled by other ties to noble race, and hal-
lowed soll of Ireland, yet unite heart and soul
in celebrating the g’lurlona memorles of St.
Patrick’s’Day. And not only are we gathered
together In this honored hall, beneath Lhe
harp and shamrock, but all the world over are
met to-day, the talent, the genius, the worlh,
that old Ireland hus dowered the world with,
and the noble and generous hearia that beat
in responsive sympatby with the thoughis
that are awakened by the name of Bt. Patrick
and St. Patrick’s children.

In the distant East, beneath the spreading

alm tree, 1he gallant soldler from green
Erlu’a isle cheers. his exile with the juyous
strains of St. Patrick’s Day. In the farthest
West, on the Pacific's slopes, the echoes of the
song are heard thrilllog the hears of the eml-
grant with memories awakened by the fami-
liar notes ot Bt. Patrick’s Day. In the streets
of noble cities thousands are moving along in
sialely column—the green badge of Ireland
on their breasts, the green shamrock of Ire-
land pext their heart, the sun on the green
banper with its immortal harp—moving alon
in glad processlon In honor of Bt. Palrick’s
Day. In Fraoce, in Spain, In Austria, every-
where, where Irlshmen, while serving with
honor the land of thelr adoptlon, never forget
the dear land of thelr birth, the exultation of
this day 1s felt. Even In old Rome I have
heerd the hoary walis acholng with the enliv-
eniog notes of the national hymn. And .here
to-day, In this ralr ciy, the honored eons of
Charleston joln the children of 5t. Patrick in
celebrating their featal day.

Among the many thoughts Insplred by the
sentlment to which I have the honor of re-
sponding, there are two more especlally sug-
zesled by the peculiar circumstances In which
Iam placed. A comparallve stranger amobg
you, I am inviled to your hoe?u.anle board—a
patlve of this city, who claims no descent
from Ireland, I am the Interprater of the feel-
Ings that Inspire this celebration. What more
natural then than to recall those two striking
characteristica that so pre-emipently belong
to the Irish Seople—l mean thelr geoerons
hospltality and their undying love ot country.

The wonders of the olden times—the hospl-
talities of the East—ars traditions only for
those who have not visited Ireland. They
may be witnessed every day in Ireland. Ire-
land, rich or poor—among all classes of the
population—wiih all who breathe the alr of
the Emerald Isle, the virtne of horpltality
seems Indigenous. Isp-ak from my own ex-
perlence, speak frum the experlence ol
those who have travelled strangers among
the whole-souled, genefrous-hearted, opened-
handed people of that country. I call to wit-
‘aeswthe testimoay of a distiogulshed son of
our own State, who, writing lo a_publle jour-
nal some years ago, expressed his astonish-
ment. not only at the exquislte beauty of Lhe
scenery, the bounty of her soli, but tbe un-
bounding generosity and excesslvehospitality
of the people. Ireland can afford to pity her
mallgners—wgiters who, even, llke Thackeray
with all his greatness, pander &o lar to popular
prejudices as to ridicule the too great klod-
ness which they are obliged to contess even
while they laugh at It.

In this polnt there is no distinction between
the rich land-owner and h's poor tenant, be-
tween the Angllcan rector and the ‘‘Sogarth
Arooa"—all are equally anxious to provide for
the wants of the siranzer and rival each oLher
in thelr zeal for his comfort. Io pursuance of
this virtue the difference of class and rellgion
are forgotten. It Is an hospitality that lives
not In words mel‘e:il or even in acts. It
springs fresh from the heart, Inspiring the
kind word of welcome and_the courteons at-
tentlon to the stranger. If he who, driven
from bis home Into exile, wrote the sad words
“How bitter to eat the bread of another. Lo
dwell In the bouse of (he siranger,” had had
the good fortune to go to Ireland, he would
have bad no occasion to utter his lament. It
seems to me that they wish the gnest to for-
get that he ls & siranger—to make him, as
they do, love old Ireland. Yee, love old Ire-
land, that is the key to the mystery. Itisthat
feeling which has filled this hospltable hall,
and gives a meanlng to thls honored assem-

A.mtmg a]! the affections which Providence
hes hidden in the deepest and most sacred re-
ceeses of the human breast—which makes the
unlversal heart beat with quickened pulse—
*one of the noblest, a8 It I8 the most powerful
and unconquerable, I8 the love of country—
ol the native soll—of the earth that guards the
bones of our forefathers, and *will contain
ours. However It may fade In the hearls of
other people, In the Irlsh heart It is Indes-
tructible. Ireland! her name ever on her
cblldren's lips, her image in thelr breasts, her
memory In thelr heart of hearte. He has but
one country wherever he may be—Amerlca,
Australla—under any eky where the winds
may walt hlm or the billows bear hln, Treland
follows him. He may leave it, but yet he
leaves it not, for among the most precious
rellcs that he carries with him—a consolation
in his exlle, a heir-loom for his ehildren—he
treasures up some grains ol the sacred soll of
his native land,

The applause of Mr. Nortbrop's scholarly
respopge had bardly died away when an
agreeable diverslon was cansed by a musical
Incartion from the 8t. Patrick’s Soclety. The
martial straics of Bt. Patrick's Band ap-
proached the hall, and admittance and wel
come belng gladly granted, a delegation com-
prising Megsrs. John H. Devereux, Jobn
Touhey, John Berry and John Burke, Jr., en-
tered amid the cheers of the company. The
chalrmap, Mr. Devereux, convesed the con-
gratulations and greetings of the St, Patrick’s
Benevolent Soclety to ‘the Hibernlan Soclety.
The legends of fourteen hundred years, he
sald, had planted In the hearts ol Irlshmen a
pecullar genlus, which selzed with avidity the
welcome ldeas of pationallsm and religion,
Lhe two avenues to the human heart, which
had throogh all the ages stamped their jm-
press on the bistory of the world.

Geoeral Conner briefly replied, extending n
cordial welcome to the delegates, and propo-
sing the health and lasting prosperity of the
St, Patrick’s Benevolent Soclety.

This was followed by mueic by the new St.
Patrick’s Band, which again tulfilled the pro-
mise It bas given in its brief existence. The
accaracy and taste with whicl: this new organi-
zatlon, with hardly three months’ practice,
perlormed a selection of the most popular and
appropriate alrs could bardly be excelled, and
the fuct that, with bul two exceplions, the
members are all sons of Irishmen did not by
uny means delract krom the appropriateness of
their performance.

The president announced as a committee to
return the courteous visit of the St. Patrick’s
Soclety, and convey the warmest greetings of
the Hibernlan Soclety, Messrs, R, S. Bruns, J.
J. Grace, Willlam England, Augustus T.
Smythe and C. 0'Mara,

The second regular toast was announced by
Vice-Prasident 0'Nelll, as follows :

Ireland—Her history i3 an-example of what
man can dare, and what man can bear. From
her harp, however, long nostrang, will gume the
echoes of the soDg Thal MO8t immortalize her
fame in the valor, poetry and eloquence of her
800%.

This was welcomed by the band wilh
“Wearing of the Green,” and gracefully re-
sponded to by Captaln J. Armstrong, as fol-
lows : - :

Mr. President—The slmple announcement
of the sentiment i!‘nal: expgessed is more elo-
guent In itsell than Lhe greatest wealth of
words, Ireland!-with the mention of that
name how many recollections ariee; how
many sad and pleasiog memories; how many
noble deeds and noble men; how much of sor-
row and sufferlny, of Injustice aud cruelty, of
oppression and wrong I8 coupled with the
pama of Ireland. Yet It touches a chord in
every braast, and awakens sympathy in every
bosom. Yea, even ln the breast of those who

and the admission 8 forced from nnwll
lips that Ireland 1s grand even in ber misfor-
tune, Whyltls that of all the natlons of the
earth’ that have Jaborged upder the yoke of
bondage the eye turns with the most tearful
sg:npnl:hy to that “Gem of the Bea,” the
checkered history of devoted Ireland but too
plainly tells, Her sufferlgs, her wrongs, have
crigipated in malice; that malice has
been engendered beeause Ireland has
been falthful to bersell.' She has never con-
sented to yleld hersell a willing captive to the
hand thaot smote her, mor bow & suppliant
knee before the throne of a forelgn royalty.
In her most extreme adversity, she has been
most deflant. The greater Lhe effuris that
have been made to crush out her nativnal ex-
istence, the more furipug and desperate have
been her struggles 10 arlse. Again and agaln
has she been belrayed, nnd her efforts rén-
dered aboriive—agaln ‘and again have ner
gons rallied to a common standard, and, In
the face of one of theé most powerful natlons
of the earth, have dared the effort to restore
the diadem of empire wrested from thelr de-
voted country. It really seems that the Provi-
dence of God has Implanted In the breasts of
her sons the undying sentiment ot nattonallty
—that io Hils own good time He might lead
them forth irom -the house of bom @ and
make them once again & free people,

Had Ireland consenled to yleld and aceept
with servility the yoke of the oppressor, the
mallce of her enemles might have been ap-
peased, but with her scns poverty, exlle, dealh
were prefurable to submisslon. So has It ever
been, and 8o I8 It to-night; and we who have
here assembled to do;honor to that land upon
which Epgland's- government has In vain em-
ployed every weapon to inflict dishonor, can
recall with pleasing admiration all that I8 glo-
rious in Ireland's hisicey in the pasi, and be
reminded that the noble deeds of her sops,
both in war and peace, In the figld and In the
forum, give ‘promise of a still more glorlous
luture. But to those sons of Ireland who are
now amongst us—far distant from their ndtive
land—to those who have trod her green flelds
and clambered to her hill-tops, to those who
could once call, and now call, Ireland thelr
home, the gentiment fust nononnced has &
most endearing significance. Home, sweal
home, how doubly when distant and np-
seen; how the heart yearna for the spot which
gave us birth, and how Iresh 1o memory are
every hill and dale where we passed the sunny
houra of our childhood.

To-night, from the [arends of the earth, the
geattered sons of Ireland revert In Imaglnation
to thelr dear island home, rislpg like a dream
before thelr vislon, Though fur away, thelr
hearts are there to-night. They mingle with
the same [rlends—the famillar faces of com-
panions are present totheir minds, and many
annual recurrences of this festal day far down
In distant years rise {rom the buried tomb of
the dead past and exist agaln as though they
were of the living present. A fatheror a
mother's form, the image of a beloved slster
or brother long slnce fone down 1o the last
resting place ot earth, llve as fresh and green
In remembrance .to-pight as when they im-
g!z;aegked tge lta;t lﬂlss ol afection upon 5tm

eek, and with o bless e a Godspeed to
the volnntary exile, g gey P

Ireland ! It calls up the home, the altar and
the grave. The home, the sweet home of
childhood. The altar, before which the strick-
en heart knelt lo sorrow, and from which it
rose com(orted and Blled with giadoess. The
grave, where slumber the_loving and loved
ones In their final sleep. Yet these are not
Ireland: the malled hand of the oppressor has
cutched her possessions, despoiled her homee,
fnvaded her aliara, violated and effaced her
graves, Uchappyland! When will the hour
of deliverance come ? "You slruggle, but you
cannot yet arise. [osurrection breaks forth,
and will ever break lorth, at the sight of your
wrongs, and sooner or later its repeated effurts
will shiver in atoms the fettera that enslave
you. The banner of nailopality, emblazoned
with harp and sunburst, will yet float 1o tril-
umph above your castle walle, and the stout
urms and brave hearts of your sons will yet
restora the crown ol empire to your brow.

“Erin, O Erlg, though loog ln the shade,
Thy star ?ul shine out whea the brightest shall
fade.)’

The third regular toast was announced by
Vice-President W, H, Houston, &g follows:

The State of South Carolina—Great in the past,
depregsed In the present, destined ln the fature
to redeem her present and rival her past.

This senliment was greeted with the [amil-
lar stralns of Dixle, and responded lo by Colo-
pel B. H. Rutledge, who eald:

Sir—I thank you for thatsentiment. Every
syllable of 1t vibrates through my heart. I be-
lieve it to be altogether true, Bouth Carolina has
been great. She isdepressed,and I Implore the
God of men and nations, who worketh often-
times darkly but wisely, 80 to fortify our minds
and Inspire our souls Lbat we may verlfy jour
prophecy: restore purity to the government,
rebulld the waste places, preserve happlness
and prosperity lo our -peeple, and, above all,
elevate that flag which foated triumphantly
in deflance of Britlsh power from the battle-
ments of Fort Monitrie, blazed llke o meteor
over the plains of Mexico, and never lowered
itself to mortal influences save once, and then
pot in dishonor; to ita legitimate pride of
place, the unchalienged embiem of the brave,
the true and the free.

1 have been rarely more emoarrassed In re-
sponding to a s¢ntiment than on this occa-
sion. Thoughts erowd In upon me. They
come not singly, but in battallons, The diffl-
culty consists oot in the want but in the selec-
tlon ot topics, But, I I oversiep the llmits of
modesty, and trespass o little longer upon
your putience than good laste warranis ala
jeative assemblage, I am sure you will forgive
me, for who ever eaw or heard of an Irish-
man who was bot good-humored on Bt

Patrick's Day.

It was remarked at_my table,a year or two
before the war, by a Northern gentleman, now
holding the most prominent literary position
in the Unlted Btates, that the history ol South
Carolina Liad never been properly written,
and that it furnished malerials for the work
of a philosophical historian. aflorded by 1hat
of no other State In the Unioo. This is true,
but my bunsiness is with the present, not with
the pasr, It will be necessary for me toal-
lude toir, for the past I8 the mothzr of the

resent, but I shall do o no more than may
Ee requisite to introduce the ideas I propose
to offer.

The character of 8 people Is always more or
less affected Dy their political assoclations,
In South Carolina these have been very
marked. From its settlement to the Declara-
tlon of Independence it was under arigtocraile
and royal infiuences. That famous act closed
the first volnme of her history, Since then
her existence under the old Confederallon,
and as & member of the Uolted States down
{o the vear 1860, has been Republican. and the
second volume ends Witk the Inangural fon of
the late war. During this entire period slavery
was one of her institufions.

All these circamstances contrihnted to form
a public character pecullar and dlistinctive,
marked with strong poinis and siriking ele-
ments. I propase to-night to speak only of
the most prominent, The South Carolinian of
that era, which lasted npwardsof a centur,
and o half, was dellneated chiely by inteli-

ence, integrity (based on the senllment of
ﬁonor) and pluck—the last by no means the
least. Then Intervened the grand eplsode of
the Contederate war, and lis futal close Bhat-
tered as with a battle axe the entlre soclaland
political fabric of old South Carolina. Durlng
this dery epoch the gnalities I bave atiributed
to her people were spleadidly lilnstrated. The
blood of her sons, 8hed at her bldding, helps

to enrleh the soil of ffteen States; her officers
and soldlers were distingulshed for military

faltered In his fidellty.

But, a8 I have sald, the war closed fatally
for the cause which Bouth Carolina had
espoused, and a depression followed propor-
tlonate to the enthuslasm which had preceded
it. When men recovered from the stunning
sensation of the blow -and looked sbout them,
they saw nothlng but desolation and disrup-
tlon; no landmarks left, all established princl-
ples shaken, and they sank bewlldered and
confused inte a sort of sullen despondency.
Nothing saved them from aﬁathy but the
stimnlus of actual want and the necessity of
providing food and ralment for themselves
and familles. Political irregularities ' contri-
buted to Increase these sensations, and a een-
timent was evolved, and has gained ground,
and at thls day is dolng mischlef, that with
the destruction of slavery and the old institu-
tions all good has left the Btate forever; that
the character of our:people I8 doomed. and
Lhat never agaln shall we see men like those
that have gone before.

1 cannot agree to any such doctrine as that.
If I thonght this to be a universal bellef, I

tience in itself. There i8 atinge of truth In
the |des, nothing more. Itls thus iartroe that
the peculiar and distinctive style of man pro-
duced by the old Institutions has gone with
the institutions. . Is It not equally true that
men Just a8 good may appear under the new,
although In some respects differing? Time Is
a great chemlst, and In hls prophetlc alembie
from the same elements, by new comblnations,
produces creatures alike in organization but
varying in characteristics sultable to the eir-
cumstances In which they are to live and act.
The Roman hero of the republlc Is different
from the Roman hero of the emoire, and yet
both were heroes, and each was fitted for the
dutles he had to perform. Bo ‘It is with us.
The men under the old fystem wera the crea-
tures of it, and solted ii, and adorned thelr
day and ﬁenemﬂnn. There I8 no reason why
we should not do the same. The principles of
genuine manhood are glike under all systems.
But have we lost our Birthright of iategrity,
‘Intelligence and plack ? Has the honor of our
people departed ? Let us pause for a moment
and consider. 'Has there been any period In
‘the history of the State when they have been
expored to such temptation? How have they
borne It? How many of them, even when
writhing upon the rack.of poverty, have for-
eaken thelr priociples to beiter thelr fortunes?
And among the few who have swerved from
the old track, doubtless there are soms who
have done so consclentiously, from an ldea
that It was the shortest and most effective
mode ot procuring reform. The fidelity ex-
Flhlwd by our people in this respect ls marvel-
ous.
Is there less Intelligence than formerly
when education Is more widely diffused than
at apy Ume previons? Preposterous. Was
the Pluek gone out of us? I speak not ot
physical pluck. The facuity to fight, when
molested, 18 common to men and animals, To
be deficlent in either particular is a moral de-
formity, a8 to be born with one eye or one
foot iz & physical one. I allude to moral pluck,
that greatest of human quailties, which en-
ables men and nations to endure wlthout
flinching the frowns of fate, stand erect
agalost disaster, and hold thelr own when mls-
fortune and misery coofront them. Try our
g'eople by this standard. It !a a severe one,

‘ou will ind them sustain the ordeal. Have
they pot suffered the devastation of war?
Have they not suffered the desolation of fire?
The boll-worm, treshets, tempests, have these
not over and again swept awey in a few houra
the labors of the year? Has not pestilence
been among us, and while It lacerated our
hearts, crippled our energies? Worse than
all, have we not labored under the oppressive
support of & government which wastes our
resources, rulns our credit, and by destroylng
confidence baoishes capital. Has not even
the glganuc arm of the Federal power been
extended In canseless animosity Lo harass and
alarm, unti! men feli (a8 oid Ireland has ex-
perlenced a thonsand times) that honesty and
thelr homes were no safeguard agalpst lova-
slon and the Informer? Have not all these
things happened to us ualil 1t seemed as If the
very elements had combined with the malevo-
lence of man to crush aod overwhelm uas?

are the authors of her present state, that still
small volce of consclence will arlse unbiddei would leave & community which had lost con-

broken-heartad, and gvnn mAbE
Cuan you see |0 all this anything wnich indl

cates that our pluck has left us?  Oa the con-
trary, the conduct of this people under the
singular and fearful trials to which they have
bern subjected s worthy of all respect and
admiration, When I think of the stead
courage with which they have borne these ad-
versities it ealls up to my mind a most nota-
ble incldent of history. Napoleop, the great
captain, alter hig destiny had closed, and while
gpeaking of the events of his career lo the
spirit of an Impartial reviewer, remarked to
one of the generals who shared hls cartmts:
wIt was not Welllngton, but the British sol-
dlers (you remember at least one-hall of his
army were Irish) who defeated me 8t Waler-
loo.” My plan was to break the Enylish line,
and T directed all my enerzles to that object.
After each charge, I confidently expected to
see the lipe give way, but to my astonishment
no suchresult followed, and, when the smoke
cleared alter each effort eufficlently to enable
me to observe the situalion, there was the
Ffatal red line stlll—shattered, torn, almost an-
nihilated, but there it was silll unbroken and
still undlemayed.” Integrily, intelligence and
pluck, the South Carolina red lne, will yet
defeat corruption and dishonesty, and redeem
the State,

We are told, however, thatthls is hopeless,
because a hostile, ignorant, prejudiced and ossi-
fled majority will prevent our ever galnlng
sufficlent control ol the government, to effect
any beneficial changea, I do not think so. It
|s true that there [s a large majority of the
colored people of the Etate Wwho have, up to
this time, persistentiy resisted every atlempt
on our part Lo better the government; and it
I8 eqnally true that Lhis obstinacy ls due to
prejudice and ignorance, But It 18 possible
Lo overcome these obstacles, There is a small
pert of these people who follow no regular oc-
cupation, who live by politics, and by what
they can gel from the government in the way
of offices and other leas recognized picklngs
of the publlc plunder. Little i8 1o be hoped
from them, because lo them reform sigoifles
influence destroyed, and support imperilled.
There I8 & considerable portion also who ure
steeped in Ignorance, and are al present im-
pervious to the Influences of reason, or the sug-
gestions of wisdom, although spoken by the
touFues of men and angels. But there Is
sllll’ another class which is composed of
neither of these. There Is a large number of
them who think, (and the number i3 dally lo-
creasing) who are Lhoroughly dissatisfied and
disgusted with the corruption which exists,
and which brings dlsrepute on their race, (as
this government rests upon the colored voles
only) and who desire a change as much as we
do. It was the voles ol Lhis class, unling
with the white voie, which has given us a sat-
Isfuctory and respeciable clty government. It
|8 by similar agencies that we must procure
an improvement in the government at Colum-
bla. The truth ig, the great and pressiog want
of the people of Suuth Carolina at this Uime i3
an intelligent and honest State governmenl.
It overrides every thing else, Federal politics
are comparatively of small moment to us.
There have always been, and will always be,
two fundamental, discordant political ideasin
thls country represented by party, call the par-
ties as you please. The one of these regards
the Federal Government as etrictly limited by
constitutional restrictions, and the rights of
States a3 sovereign—the other regards the
Federa! Government as sovereign, and advo-
cates a free and liberal consiructlon of the
constitution. The flrst was represented o
the days of Jefferson by the 1?““-" called Re-
publican, now Democratic. The other by the
old Federal, and subsequently by the Whig
part{. The party of Lo-day usurpiog the Re-
publican name has no rﬁht to 80 respectable
an appellation. It ls a Radical party. Each of
the old partles recognized the constltution;
this 1s encamped outside of it. Itis a revolu-
tionary party. In one sens¢ we aroall Re-
publicane, because we are neither Monarchlsts
nor Imperialists, nor advocales of arlstucracy.
We are none of us Radicals, Radicalism lsruln.
1 abhor It in all its phases.

I have always acted in obedlence lo the
former of Lhese Ideas, and will contioue to do
g0, because I think the tendency of the yop-
posite set of doctrines destructive of true Re-
publicanism aad eventually ol lberty. Bat
ihe dangers s Lo the ullimate effect of these
theories 18 In the distance, Why should we
trouble ourselves concerning the roarlog of &
lion on the mountaln side when there is
Jackal at the siep who has already marauded
the premises, and is about to spring at our
‘hroats and suck the last drop of olood out ol
us upon the opening of the door? FPrudence
guggests that we should just dlspose of the
jackal, and pay our respects to the forest king

at & more convenlent geason.

Intelligence dnd courage; and scarce ao In- |-
stance can be shown when any one of them.

Acd yet, here we-are—noL destroyed, not.

Our immediate necessity is ar honest :and
| competent State government. How can we
get {t? The special and partlcular mode no
one can ‘prescribe at this moment. ‘The ope-
rations of practical ‘politfes are: Ilké those of
the battle-field.. The .best general, l&gﬂm—
times unable to tell what precise movessent is
advleable until he sees, the enemy deploy.:
But we -can do this—we can-hold'o
prepared to take advafitage of any opportunity
that may offer to promote the grand object of
governmental reform, #nd. preserving, with:
steadfast tecaclty, the elements of- true mea-,
Fhood, Integrity, ‘pluck and Intelligence; 'we
can, When the auspicious, hour presents itseif,
make such move as sound policy dictates.

In reference to the colored people, we can-|
not gmue a better couree than that recom- |
mended to the Britlsh nation in a couplet of
the poet by .their unrivalled statesman, when
speakiog of Amerlcar affalrs, which they did
not follow, and lost thelr coloniea :

“‘Be to thelr faults a littie blind;
Be to their virtoes very kiod.”

Such a policy must assuredly prodal
e ‘Fb y ¥ p ce happy
true now as then, because it has .ita roots
deeply planted In Justice and the pbllosophy of
huvlvlrim naiture.

eareln a great perll, Everything.ls at
stake—we cannot afford to lnd gell:g valn
lamentings about whatls gone; we must be
up and dolog. The presentls upon us and
the futureis before us. The State must be re-
deemed, and we are the persons to doit. It
{8 certaln ' no ‘others will, Let us bend our
souls and energies to the work. If one
tails we must try another, until we do find on® |
which will shceeed. Have falth In your own
destinies and that of the Slate. : I belleve you |.
will. Do this, and we shall convert the pro-:
found thoughts just uttered by your distin-:
Euuhed president Into living realitles. It can |
e done, Trusting to the urbanity of %he
regular order of the evening, [ propose thl
sentiment : ot D.O ' Sthe
The present generation of South Caroliniane
are in no respect Inferlor tothe generations
which have preceded them—wliling to redeem
the State, and resolvéd to do it, and to hand

slorms to which It has been exposed while in;
thelr keeglng. but bright and unsullled a8 the
dews of the morning. ;

The next toast was: - . -
The Judiciary—The Conserva'ive element of |
Republican institotions. lte purity and inde-
peidence the surest protection against popular
prejudice or polltical excltement.

Judge R. F. Graham, of the ‘First Cireut

Court, was called upon to respond, and sald: -

To no people can I concelve that the senti-
ment you have just heard read ls more dear
than to the Irish. They have always stood |-
forth as the advocates of constilutional liber-|.
ty, whether living in their native green lele or |
in any other land. This pation owes much of
her greatness to Lhe sons of Erip, who, by op
rresslon at home, have come to this land of

Iberty. In all positions, from the highest to
the lowest, whether on the battle-fleld, in the
halls of legiclature, on the bench or at the ber,
In the peaceful &rts of indusiry, In trade, 1o
commerce or in agricoltare, they have esta-
blished a character for bravery, for love of
ilberty, for wisdom, for Justice, for elequence,
for honesty, for Industry and for truth. It
would please me much il I had aclaim to
more of their nationalify. I have a llttle,
bowever, and pride myeelf on it. I have
enough, 160, to cante me to heartily.agree
with you that the judiciary is the conservative
;at}ement of Eep&lblglal! ggﬁernmang, and that

may prove effective, and properly ¢ out
the doties in governments havin umlwcun-
stitutions, such as ours, It sh be Indepen-
dent. I8 purity will almost tollow, as a mat-
ter ot course, where its independence is se-
cure lrom lnterference by popular prejudice
or public excltement.

Independence makes us honeat and brave.
ServiliLy makes us base and cowardly,

An Independent Judlclary may well be con-
gldered the bulwark against executive op-
pression and leglsiative encroachments. It 18
equally requlsiteto guard the constitation and
the rights of individuals from the effects of
gqpulm‘ prejudice -aad-- public exeltement,

m'ﬁfm ahont by the ucts of designing men,
or the Iofluence of particular conjunctures,
and which, though they socon give way to
gober second thought, still they have aten-
dency to bring about dangerous lonovations
in the government, and serions oppression to
the less Influential, weaker part of the com-
munity; and It Is easy to see that it would re-
quire an uncommon degree of fortitude In the
Judges to do thelr duty as faithful guardlans
of the constitutlon and therights of iodlvidu-
als, where leglslative Invasions have been in
vestigated or altempted. Every attempt to
interfere with Lhe independence of the judlel-
ary is & step towards absolutism—the most
oppresslve of all %nvernmanls—and it I8 there-
fore a duty which every man owes to his
country, bis frlends, to posterity, end to him-
sell, to maintain, to the ntmost of his power,
this princlple ln all its force and strength, to
restore it to Its ancleat dignity—If at all Im-
paired, to amend 1t whenever 1t Is defectlve.
and above all, to guard against the Introdnc-
tion of new Ideas and theorles which, under &
vatlety of plausible pretences, may, In time,
imperceptibly undermine this best preserva-
tion of Republican institutions.

This was followed by the sopg from T. P.
O'Neale—"The Harp that once through Tara's
Halls,” which was exquisitely rendered and

loudly applauded.

The fitth Loast was:

The Press—The bulwark of a frea government.
Its parity is Ita power, and {ts Independence the
k:ystoné to Repubilcan llberty. [4lr—Bonmie
Blue Flag. =

The response was by Wm. Tennent, Esq,, 8
member of the soclety. He began with an
bistorleal review of the labors of the press
since the invention In 1450 by an humble ar-
tisan of Gottenbnrg, of printing type and the
appropriate publication, as the first work of
an engine destiped Lo aEraad the light of re-
liglon, civilization and humanity, of the Holy
scriptures, He declared that this inveniion
of movable type became In the press the
fulerum upon which hioged for future ages
the destinles of mot only natioms, butof bu-
manity itself. Through lts print knowledge
burst upon & benighted world, and from
Strasbonrg 83 a locus its bright and genial
rays scintlilated o fitful dezzlings throvgh
the chaos and darkpess of error. The
people ol Europe abandoned the dog-
mas of Aristotle, and the schoolmen and
fendalism gave way to the monarchles
of & Han?‘ VII and a Louls XI. Mind was al
work, and 1t found pabulum_lor the digestion
of the many in the sheels that flew from the
printing press, until mathematical and meta-
physical reasoning culmloated In the IEn-mn:m'-
ous relgn ot the Christian Queen Ellzabeth.
Clonds came upon the political horizon, and
Enrope was convulsed with revolutlon and
bloodshed, but again the press burst forth, and
the writings ol Bacon, Milton, Locke, Newton,
Cornellie, Raclne, Turenne and Conde adorned
the pages of llterature. The prees, through
its powerful and universal facllities, also gave
vent and ready access to the enterprise
and the materialism of nations. Thelr
galla whiteped the ocean with the com-
merce of the world, Indla poured her
wealth and treasures iuto the lap of Eogland,
and Addison, Steele, Pope, Swift, Hume, Gib-
bon, Voltaire, Rousseau, Montesqueu, Johnson
and Goddsmith crowned the golden age of
Iiterature, while the purity of the press g}oweﬂ
in the genlal flow of the Spectalor and Tatler,
as they gulled away the evenlng hours
at the firesides of happy homes. At this
ausplclous period, America made ber debut in
the person of Bepjamin Franklin, and the
press changed Its feutures. Books failed to
supply the longings of the public mind, and
journalism became the popular literature of
America. Inis country contributed to the
world of letters the gems of Irving, Longfel-
low. Poe, Bryant, ~imms, Hayne, Bancroli,
Prescctt and & host of others, but she early
Jearned to deal with practical tacts, and to
leave lo every man to think for himself and
to draw his own concluslons. This pgave iis
wonderful impulse to American journalism,
and the legitimate“gress of the people con-
trolled the destiny of the Republic and shaped
the tenor of its government. Amenable to
law, it could not afford to be venal nor tawn
like & courtler at the feet of power. Its mils-
sion was to be Dbold and independent, out-
gpoken and true. Discuseing public men and
measures with calmness, and upon the founda-
ton of facts, 1t overleaps the statute Jaw, and
reaches (he peopie’s hearis in advance, tem-
pering the etricinessand oft-imes the harsh-
ness of the law to sult the pub.ic neceselty,
Through the influence of the press, political
partles live, move and have their being, and.

| 4 President and:

e advice of the veteran leaderis as |'

chalr to excuse me tor deflectlng from the | efforts and

1
-the baser passions, and musig always

ment against these assertions that thera

belng dependent upon.thelr purity for thelr %
[opn inped _._exuten;g? the mdgg:"u ent ptgg
becomeés “the keystone of Republican Fberty.’”
- The sixth' regulsr toast was announced by
Alderman E. F, 8weegan, as follows: =~ .
-.,0ur, Slster, Socleties—Co-laborers in the same
holy may. we ever stand, thorough, dis-

ves | tinot sad ate, yet but plllara supporting the' -'
one Indivisibie abH tircn'aﬁq; and go0d rﬁw_’-

ghip.. {Alr—Home Again, i; - <Ly i X
« This:was responded to by General B, H..An~ ~
dereom, president of the Burvivors'Associs-

tlon, “who eald: - Fot s it
. 1TSSl T A

-',_lirom the'rem;:t‘ent-periodreé..ﬁo history of .

ankind there, have been -B0Mme:.
md_mejr whole energiés upon. mwﬁ
culcation and practice of yirtoe, or the deyeél-

oprent and preservalion’ of the better spirit
in man. ‘There are, ‘perhaps, -no impulses of
the human heart-more-1ndestructible,-nor.

of Its aspiratione more pure, than those whicn
epring from a desire to cpitivate, ‘cherjsh gnd
Perpema.m whatever. 19 good, or For
oveable; to preserve the recollections  of
herole actlons, to cetebrate the inflnences of
the beautiful, and to encounrage the -exerclse
of the nobler passions, - =

The modes by which thiahas been mm&ﬁlﬁ

-k

to be done are various and attractive.

gloo, with'lts fospired words; poetry, with its
measured etralns; painting, with its beautifal
delineatlons; sculpture, with its gtately and
graceful forma, and music, with ils melodlous
tongue, have each and all been employed to
asaist 1o al ‘this'lofty purposes =

it 18 worthy ot remukjﬁ' rndee_d,ln may. not
be acoepted &8s a strong argument In. fuyor of
the divige origin of the soul and its immortal-
ity) that art andhu ‘sympathy ' have very
raroly been ,emﬁal:ied ‘in.ihe propagation. of
Ideas or prl:]f_l 8’ u_qil:; to md“pngﬁugggrﬂ

yearn are wa{u

towards eométhing higher, or reachlng" after
something better. The poet has not prostitutéd
his art to the creatlop of ideas which are mean
or revolting; the palnter has not disfigured
his canvas by scenes or countenances whioch
are sickening or repuliive, nor yet-has:

down the family escutcheon to those who come-| Ecaiplor .abueed the -use. of ‘hls :chisal-b;
siter, battered and brulsed it may be from the |.representations of hldegsnnaas

Latlons 2 288 and delormity.
The higlorian ‘and the writer of romancede-
ght not 'in‘those- déscriptions” which: excita

1 gighs- to

been men who seem Lo have heen almost.to-

[1ally debased, who seem asif. lnvery pcontrs-

diciion to every good principle or every
exelted emotlon tq'ggva ssl;l', _'“EMI, be thou .
my good,” -for these are exceptions which
prove Lhe rule, and if Ln eome instanoces charity
bas 1hrown a veil..over.-mn.,mladeedaé r
romance pdinted’thelr characters with c'a-
Uous coloring, it'was' becaunse they still

sgged some drops of the milkiof human kind-
ness In thelr breasts, and they had not totally
disflgured their humanity. . =~

In distant ages the nobler 'strogpld “wad
malntalned almost exclasively by individoals:
Lawyers and . prophets; prigsts. and poets, as
they successively appeared, seem to -have
been not only alone and unalded by thelr fel-
low men, but'In very many Instances martyrs

mep,

g‘ It::dlrhca‘:;e. dn umn;.n'tor:t-m
d by Lhe same, rit, and having con,
ial blen. oorumon, PAE.

nlal tastes, similar princlple :

sults, common ' recollections of comimoa'de- -
sires, formed themselves Into associations and™ - -
socletles for the of practicing or;pre- .
serving that which I8, or which deems to be,
most nearly akin'to their jmmortal sonls. This".
asoolation of men:into organized socleties for-
the more effectuali accom ent -of some
good purpose, or of practicing some good prin-
clgle. has sprung 1nto existence slnce the 2;;
when a new light shone. upon the world;'
kindled by 1ts purer flame nobler alms and
rander energlgs in the soul of man. The
stitution of, socleties and associations, in
all their various forms, deriveslits origin
trom the teachings and example of Him who
came to proclaim **Peace upon earth and good
will towards men,” who gave Lo men the new
coramandment to “*love one another,” and who
got3 before them the exampleof &

pure and holy life. Recognizing-almost lnv
sunctively the purifylog and elevating ln. -
fluances of this supreme excellence, the prin:
clflaa which Eovern assoolations are nearly
allka In all, whilst their modes ‘of operation
are extremely varlous. We find some de-
votlng themselves to charity in its loftiest
gense; some praclice berevolence; others seek
the advancement an? diffusion of knowledge;
some apply themeelves to literature; some to
the cuitivation of skill In the arte; some in-
dulge the eocial virtues in recreatlon and
amugements, and In many other way has man
learued to lend & helplng hand to his brother
and his nelghbor. Even the brutes which are -
subservient to man have not been overlooked,
and societles have been formed to encourage
genileness and humanity in thelr treatment.
The objects for which the Hibernlan Boclety
was formed are very clearly set forth in the
preamble to Its constitution. Spetts

“The happiness of men upon earth, and the
promotion of their cholcest interests, are or-
dalned by Providence to depend on thelr mau-
tuel aild and barmonlous union.”

* » * » * * . L -
“Ag beneflcence too widely diffused ceases
to be a virtue, the goclely conslders some
specific object necessary to be adopted; and
a5 among the number of cases on which be-
nevolence may be worthily exerolsed, the as-
slsiance of distressed emigrants from Ireland
appeara most Eromln_enr, the soclety does
adopt reliet to this description of persons as
thelr primary object. Intimately connected
with tulg It 18 their wish to promote soclal
harmony and friendly Intercourse with each
olher, thug blending the happiness of aseist-
ing others, with the promotion of thelr own
fellclty.” :

L » L » ‘ * e - -
Animated by thege generous sentiments, and
practiclng thelr dictajes with the same liberal
gpirit in which they were concelved, the Hiber-
nlan Soclety has become venerable and jllus-
trions. Bhe celebrates to-day her seventy-firat
anniversary, and sends kindly greeting to her
sleter socleties. Her sisters recelve her salu-
tatlons with nnfelgned pleasnre, and with re-
sponsive esteem and regard, and offer to her
their heartfelt congratulations on thls happy
occaslon, and their earnest good wishes fur
her long-continued happiness, prosperity and
uselulness.

The last of the regular toasts was :
Women—Onr guide in chiidhood, the particl.
pator of onr happloess, our solace (n adveraity.
This was fellcitously responded to by C." 0.
Trumbo, Esq., 8 member ot the soclety, who
alluded In his happlest style to the agreeably
onerous task that bad been imposed upon him.
It was, he eald, one of the sublimest qualities
of Irish genlus—a native quality of the Irish
character—never to forget that herole respect
and chivalrous affection toward woman that
have made her the unchallenged queen of the
Irish heart, and have pletured her for one
hundred years upon the Emerald flag, striking
the immortal harp of Erinto its heroic num-
bers, as the best emblem of Irish devollon,
Irish patriousm and Irish patlonality. The
oralor and the poet, the sculplor and the
paloter had zrled for ages filtingly ro express
the immortnl sdmiration of the human
heart for wu:1ap, and had but

tfally succeedud; and he would do mno
more than ask them (o remember that It was-
tha dapghter of Pharaoh who rescued the
hero of the Mosale covenant; that it was Ju-
dith who slew the Lyrant of her people; that
it was Mary, the Blessed Mother, who crushed
the serpent’s head; that It wes the wife of
Cepstantine who converted the Pagan worids .
that it was the spirlt of the Spartan mother
that etood in the gap of Thermopyle, and that
wherever Lthe desperate virtue of & people has
rallied In the last enirenchments of patriet-
{am, scorning disaster snd death, while
wrenching victory irom threatened defeat,
that there it has always been the divine spirit
of woman that sustalned the struggling bero
and consoled the dylng patrlot.

Not the least pleasant feature of the occa-
glon was the recelpt of the greetlngs of sister
gacleties which were unable to send represen-
tailves, and of letters from distingulshed
gentlemen whose engagements prevenied

thelr attendance. Among the latter were the

following:
New Yorg, March 15, 1872

W. A. Courtenay, Esq.:

My DEAR EIR—] have been agaln honored
by an invitation to attend the banquet of the
oid Hibernlans of Charleston—a pleasure
which I have never been able to allow mysell
yet. This time I must abgolutely attend the
dinner of our *Knights,” and must once more
ask to be excused. Pray arsure the slewards

Concluded on Fourth Page.




