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EIGHT DOLLARS A YEAR.

WIIAT THE CONVENTION DID

ITS ACIION TPON THE FL VANCES,
THE KU-KLUX AND REFORM.
The Funded Debt Declared Valid=The
Honor and Fandsof the State Pledged
for its Redemption—The Sterling Loan
Opposcd=The Fire Loan to be Pmiti—=
Suggestions fur Retrenchment and
Reform—The Blue Ridge Rallrond
Mudille=The Convention Adjourns

Subject to Call.

TBPECTAL TELEGRAM TO THE NEWS.]
CoLuxsla, Friday, May 12,
" The convention assembled at 11 o’clock.
General Chesnnt, from the executive com-
mittey, reportedl that the taxpayers deem it
their duty to declare that the sterling loan and
other obligations hereaiter issued will not be
held binding; and recommending the people
to resist the payment or enforcement of a tax
to pay the same by all legitimate means.

Resolved, That & committee ol five be ap-
polnted to confer With the representutives ol
the fire loan seenrilies, with a view Lo the
early liquidation of these obligations, and Lo
repiir the damage to the good faith and hon-
or of 1Al State. resulting from their repudia-
tion by the present Stateé authorities. Adopted.

Judge A. P. Aldrich, from the same commit-"|
tee, moved Lo add the name of General Ches-
nut to those of Porter and Conner in the Blue
Ridge Railroad proceediogs.

Mr. Trescot moved that these gentlemen be
instrucied to report ut once. Supporting his
amendmment, Ar. Trescot seld if the action of
yesterday on the subject of the Blue Ridge
Railrond meant anylhing, it meant that this
body, without legal existence, proposed to
take into charge the public and private inter-
ests of the State. Thestep is full of danger.
The corporation referred to was an enterprise |
conuceted for nearly half a century with the
interesis of the State; yet the passage of Lhis
resolution would do more to destroy those in-
{erests than any event which could occur.
The convention had simply assumed
that the legisiation®is invalid, and to that
extent has diseredited the bonds of the road,
because they would be put upon the market
with the disapproval of the taxpayers written
across them, practically -saying to the world:
wYon takes Lhese bonds with the risk of ataw-
snil.” Speculators will necessarily boy them
at a deprecialed value, and the people will
eventually have to redeem thedn at par. 3r.
Trescot reviewed the history of the legislation
connected with the Blue Ridge and Greenville
Roads, and said that whatever discredit at-
taches to the Greenville Company, it must
apswer for itself. The skirts of the Blue Ridge
Company were clean.  The mortgage given to
the Fate before the Issue of the bonds was, in
his opinion, infinitely beiter security than a
statutory lien which only applied Lo thirty-two
miles in the State. The mortgage was & prior
lien without legislation. He argued that the
aciion of the Legislature wonld be sustained
by law, and, under the circumstances, he
thought it wonld be unjust for the convention
to adopt the resolution without amendment.

Mr. Warley replled severely. He disclaim-
ed being the opponent or paid partisan ol any
corporation. The genileman assumed that
this body was not to meddle with private con-
cerns, but when private individuals connect
themselves with stupeadous public frauds, I
was the duty of the conventicn to expose them.
Corruption would not exisf swere it not for
corruptors. Were none engaged In bribing
the Legislature, we should not have occasion
to complain so much at present. It wasan un-
happy circumstance that private individuals in
the State had been- instrumental in obtaining
public plunder. He said he would not discuss
the object of the legislation, but did propose
boldly to condemn the {raud by whick
the object was efected. The men who

“induced the fraud were mnot to be
trusted with public funds, and the spirit of
Justice would denonnce any man Wwho, like
the president of the Blue Ridge Railroad, de-
clared, in presence of the commlltee, he had
co:ue 1o Columbla. with a million of dollars te
corrupt the Legislature of the State. The
gentleman from Anderson complained that
the aflion of the convention would discredit
the bonds. This was precisely what the
resolutlon was intended to do, end it was &
mistake to suppose that sympathy for any
fraudulent transaction would be found in this
body. It was a disgrace for a Carolinian to go
before the Legislature, composed as 1t was of
upeducated, irrespopsible persons, snd hold
ont bribes to secure any boon whatever; and
the voice of the people would be heard, de-
pouncing such corruption.

The amendment was not adopted. -

Mr. Scott, of Columbia, offered a resolutjon
that the Governor and nttorney-genc<ral secure
from Mr. Kimpton a bond soflicient t2 protect
the interests of the State.

The executlve committee reported that
Crews and L investigaling committee of the
Third Congressional District deserve judicial
examination and the attention of the presid-
Ing officer of the State. The convention took
& recess.

Geperal Butler, from the cowmiltee of
eleven. submitted their report, selting forth
the interview with the Governor, published in
Tue NEws of Thursday, viz: Thal the Govern-
or stated nothing had been done involving e
credit of the State; that he believed the reporl
of the comptroller gencral o be substantiaily
true; thut he had not signed any bonds not
fssued by authorlty of law: that he wes salis-
fied o large number of officlals conld be dis-
pensed with, aod expressed the determination
to urge the Legislature Lo effect cconomical
restriftlons; that he conceded that the incom-
petence and inaccessibilily of the officers ol
the law to bea (ruitful cause of the recenl diffi-
culties; that he endorsed the plan of minority
representation; that he would urge a chunge
in the election law, and, inally, that he would
suspend the forced collectivn of taxes until
the first of March. The cominillee express
the belief thut the Governor will not repudiats
Dis assurances. The report coocluded with
the following :

Tesolied, That the Governor be requested
to cirect the attorney-general Lo investlcate
framds, and Tnuke provisions for Informers,
and that the atiorney-general be fustructed to
attnch the property of persons in defuult o
ihe treasury; that a commirive be appointed
1o co-operate witl the leglsiative committee
now investigating the transictives ot State
officials.

The report snggesis: 1st. Additional legisia-
tion 10 ipsure revenue 1o the Slate from the
phosphale companies, Lhe amount of royalty
thusfar pald being only Dpincteen handred
dollars. ‘This may be effected by the appoint-
ment of relisble inspeclors, paid by commis-
sion on the amounts secured to the State. 2d.
To stop drawing money from the treasury for
allered legislutive expenses by an order of the
gpeaker of the House or the president of the
Sepate in advance of appropriation. 3d. To
reduce the nnmber ol State and conuty offi-
cers, and also the fees of coroners. 4th. To
enaclp !aw limitin:z each session of the Leg-

isluture to thirty daye. S5th. To enact & law

prolibiting connty commissioners izsuing
checks until credited by the county treasurer,
and to publish in the nearest newapaper the
quarterly receipts and expenditures. Gth. To
repenl the law ziving & salary of $£2300 to the
adjutant-general. th. To sive each public
oficer but one salary. St To abollsh the
commission to codify the laws. 7
Mr. Gen, A. Trerlhoim, [rom Lhe same com-
mittee of eleven, submitted a lengthy report
on the financial condition of the State. The
grand-total of the debt is fized at $8.500,108.
The sum total of unsold bonds is £1,800,000.
The report recommends that the Goveraor do
not sell any more bonds at less than eighty
per ceat., :nd to proceed to New York to make
the most economical ari.ngewment for holding
the above mentioned 51,800,000, pledged as
collaterals. until elghty per cenr. becomes at-
tainable. The comugittee further recommends
that when redeemed, a portion of this sum
be applie? to the payment of the iire loan
debt. The report says that it Is quite
reasonable to expeet from this exhibi-
bition of the exact condition of the finances of
the State oa immediate considerabie advance’
and facilitics for holding thewp off the market.
It appears to the commiltee that the various
issues and sums of bonds described have un-
questionabie legality and force as obligalions
of the Statg. The committee discover an over
issue of on2 million dollars, but wonld state
that pine aundred thousand had been returo-
ed. The srrangement of having a nancial
agent In New Yurk produces an unfavorable
impression, because the difficulty of keeping
his and the treasurer’s account In cerrect ac-
cord seems great. A discrepancy of some
thonsands nppears, but the report states that
nothing appears in the accounts 1o im-
peach their correctness, though the door
{8 wide cper for errers and dispates.
The commiltee. would also state that the
compensation of the flscal agent had

‘not yet been determined; hence the full sum

ol expenses is not known, and interest cannot
be calculated; still, fromt the best evidence
addaced, the interest pald appears to be ut the
rate of thirteen and & hall per cent. per an-
pum. The committee believe that retrench-
ment may be effected, and that it is the
shortest avenue ol escape Irom our linancia)
difficultles. Less than $660,000 in gold will
pay the interest on the funded debt; £1.200,000
should defrny interest and all expenses, An
examination of Kimpton's and other accounts
jn detnil was found impossible, but the com-
mittee recommend the adoiption of the fol-
lowing:

Resoleed, That itis the s-mseof the conven-
tion that the funded debt of the State describ-
ed in the commiltee’s report isa v id debt,
and the honor and funds of the State are luw-
fully pledged for the redemption thereof.

Kesolved, That a plan for the arrangeiment of
the public debt suggested by the commitjee
be recoimnmended to Lhe favorable considetu-
tion of the Governor.

FResolved, That in order to complete the ex-
aminatiou of the accounts of the fiscul agent,
the committee of eleven oe authorized to send
& sub-commniiitee to New York, with authority
10 assist, by coursel at home or in New York,
in the proposed negotiations for the adjust-
ment of the lunded debt.

Tesolved, That the Governor hereby Is re-
quested to review various expenditures, and
use his aglhority Lo arrest extravézunce, and
substitute economy and accountubility in every
department; and that'he be earnestly solicited
to adopt ‘twelve hundred thousand dollacs us
the utmost limit of expenditure; also Lhat he
exert his power to diminish the taxes in (he
same ratio. F

Tesolved, That the Governor be requesiéd
not to destroy the cuncelled obligations ot the
State.

Mr. Bal!, irom the same committee, reported
on tne expenses of the State government,
showing by comparison tue differenne In ex-
penditures of various offices during the years
1866 and 1871,

Mr. Warley introduced resolutions disconn-
tenancing ull secret political organlzations,
Adopted.

Mr. Baldwin, ol Richland, offered a resolu-
tlon calling for an examination Into the legis-
tion in connection with the Savannah and
Charleston Railroad, and referring the matter
to Messrs, Pressley, Lord & Inglesby for oplo-
ion. Adopted.

Mr, Woodward, of Fairfield, offered a reso-
lution that the executive commitice, during
its permanent session, investizate the affuirs
of the land commission. Adopted. :

The convention then resolved itsell intoa
committee of the whole, Genperal Chesnut in
the cheir. Judge Aldrich offered & resolution
of thanks to the president. Adopted. Mr.
Richard Lathers, a resolution of thanks to the
Governor and State officials. Adopted. The
commmitle: then rose, sad Hon. W. D.
Porter returnec thanks, and -sald that
tie need not be ashamed of the convenlion;
results would speak  and appeal to the
country, and .if 1he execative commil-
lee conlinne to act in the same spirlt,
and avoid Federal and State politics,
and simply welcome Lo our ranks men who
propose to do good, who advocate wholesome
laws, just administration of the pablic funds,
and lhonest officials, it will accomplish the
great object of the people in peace. The con-
vention has dope much tg remove misunder-

standing nad inaugurate a period of. better

feeling una better conduct of public afluirs.
The cenvention adjourned sine die, subkect
10 the call ¢f the executive committee.

Eobam
THE WORK OF THE CONVENTION.

Detailed Reports by Matl,

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESFONDEST.

CoLumBla, May i2. .

As _indicated by your telesraphic dis-
patches, the third days’ proceedings of the
convention were contined almost entirely to
the consideration of the reports of the several
committees on Lhe zubjects referred to them.
Except the debaie on the subject of cumula-
tive voling, and the comments of Hon, F. F.
Warley on the Blue Ridge Railroad, there has
been no speakiog, and the deliberations have
been conducted in the shortest and most
business-like manner. The respective com-
mittees have been subdivided according to
the labor to be performed, and, In the most
thorough and exhanstive munner, they have
songht to panetrate the supposed mysteries ol
the administration. They have examined per-
sons ns well as books and papers, and Lacir
reports are cupsequenty based on the faels
thus elicitéd. Mr. Kimpton, the State agent.
Mr. Parker, the treasurer, and Mr. Neagle,
tiie culaplroller, each at his own invitation,

Thas been conferred with by a sub-commities |

on finance. consisting of Messrs, Treaholm
and Willizm B. Smitb, of Charleston, and, in
the main, the resull has been far more salis-
factory than was anticipated. The Governor
has been frank in the expression of his views,
and uneguivocal in hls pledges that he will
attempt Lo effect, through Lhe Leglslature and
other agencies, retrenchment and reform.
The' report of the committee of eleven,
which will be made to-day, will embody the
results of Laeir interview with the Execulive.
So that thus far the convention hasbeen pro-
ductive of great good. Il has strengthened
the credit 2! the State; uscertalned as faras

practicable the truth with reference to the
financial’ situation, and by. the exhibition of
moderation has drawn the fangs from the op-
position who have been anxiously awaiting
the development of & vulnerable polnt ofal-
tack. Republicans express surprise and gratl-
fication at the temperate character of the few
specches that have been made, and concede
the justice of the measnres which so far have
been adopted.

The following Isthe sext of the reports
which thus fur have been adopted by the con-
vention, and will go to the couniry as an ex-
pression of the taxpayers of South Carolina :
MINORITY REPRESENTATION—REPORT OF THE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Mr. J. P. Thomas, of Richland, on behall of
the execntive committee, to whom was re-
ferred tire question of the expediency of the
comulative system ol voting, or such system
as will protect the right of minorities, asked
leave Lo make the following repori:

The means of, protectiog the rights of minorl-
ties [n represenfative forms of guvernment has,
for & long period, engaged the atteation of
thoughtful munds. In Europe, as well as in this
couniry, this guestlon has been folly discussed,
anid a satisfaclory soinilon anxjonsiy 8 ught. So
defective 1s the System of mere majorliy role, so
fNagrant ave the ubuses to which L is fatie, that
the necessity for 113 modifiearibn sirikes with
force every impurtial observer. It Is obvious that
the peeds of good government require that some
elfuctive organism be devized for the protection of
minoritics.

Your comanittee deem It unnecessary to enter g
upou an aualysis of the several sclieines of pro-
portional representation that have been sopgest-
ed. Eoough lo =ay that, 1 their judgment, the
plai of cumulative votlog best accomplishes the
end in view—hest makes representarion co-exten-
sive with tiie whole bedy of the electors. This
jilan obiaios wherever There is more than one
ofleer to He selectéd, It gives the clector a3
many votes as there are persons fo be chosen,
and allows him lo Lesiow Lis voles upon the
whole nnmber, or to concenirate them upon any
namber less than the whole, The effect of this
system isto glve to each politlexl Interestina
cominuuily o representation proporticnade to 1ts
pumerlcal streug b, ¥noder o its operution the
true office of suifrage, wulch 18 1o c:llect the
seuse of the whole cummanity, Wil be subserved.
There ja efected 1either ex:luslve represeniation
of the maejority, nor execiusive repre entation of
the minority; but proportional representutivn.
The prupostiton is, 1hat the cumulative svsiem
gecures, through a general repre-entulion, all the
Interests in the political body. To lllnstrate the
system, under the present e.ecloral 8y stem of the
state, i & commmuuity of two finndred volers, one
nuudred anid vne elect representatives, say four,
for the cotire body. That i, ont of two hunlred
voters, one hundred and one impose their repre-
seutatives upon the mivorty of ninety-uine. The
pluety-nine have no represintatives; are virtual-
Iy dislranchised. ’

Nouw, umler rhe opermtion of the cumalallve
system of vollog, ASSUmMIDE thui the same com-
muntty, the two hondred, are equully divided po-
Hrically, the representation would Le equally
divided. 1t may be wathematically stated Lhos—
1000 volers are (o 500 volers as 1wo "0 one. Under
the operation of such & system, each party would,
of necessity, caleulate {18 strepgill In advance,
and seek to elect oniy the number proportlonate
to Its numerical strength. For instance, In &
certaln communolty, let u- a-Some that shere are
5000 Demverats and 9u0u Hepublicau voiers, anrd
that there are thiee persons to be elected. Tie
5000 Deniocruts hive 15,000 votea, The 9000 He-
publlvans bave 27,000 votes. If the Democrats
were to attempt to elect all their representatives,
they could give each oniy 5000 voles, which
would result \n thelr securing no representative,
as the Republicans being nble to give cach of thelr
candidutes 9000 votes, would elect them all. On
the otier haud, if the Hepublicans were to al
tempt to elevt all thelr represenia’ives, ey
could give each only 9000 votes, which wonid re-
sult in tie defeat of one as the Deinocrais could
cumulate thelr 15,000 votes upon oue candidate,
and thus elect him: The edect womld be that
each party would, of necessity, calculate Iy
streneth, and there would result a proporiional
representation. In the case stated the 5000 Dem
ocruts wowld secure one representatlve, and the
000 Repubilcans two represenia'lves, ‘ihis 18
the principle of proportional representation by
wea 5 of the cumaulative system.

Your committee, desiring to conflue themseives
to generil proposiilops, propose to refrain (rom
further details,

Your comntitiee are gratified to srate that this
system of cutrulative cotingy, whichis destined 10
pliy 90 lmperin b R part m the development of
popnlar rle, has already been put in operatlon,
proposed, explained and advocated,” fnthe first
instance by James Garth Marshatl, u subj=ct of the
crown of Great Britain. This plan has been
chimploned by ex-Senator Buckalew uf this coun-.
try, has been lpcorporated in tne revised constl-
tution of Niinois, and has beea pot upow s trial
1 a Pennsylvania town. HRecently the subject
has attracted aol ersel interest (o the South. In
our own State It has been received with grent
rarur, ned Lfted sbove the plain of political par-
tylsm.

Your commitiee are of ihe opinjon that, ab-
stractly copsiyered, proportiun4! represeutation
i8 & greal governmental principle, o wise, Just
measure of reforni, nnd one absolutely ncessary
to make unlimited suffra conslstent  with
peace, order and segur.ty. 1t entecs the polltical
tody 0s 8 saving, a'tonserving clement. 1t :omus
to leaven the lump of democracy, and to give es-
sence of genulne republicanism, which is, briedy
stated], thorough and'genuine representation, But
if proportional representation be an wlmirable
systeni in auy government founded upnd the pop-
wlar will, your- coinmittee holds that the plan is
peculiarly applicable to such a condition of =oclety
as this >iate HaW presculs. g 3

Your coumittee.do dot AMrm that this would
eure ali the disease ofAhe budy politie, Bot they
may, Without extruvggance, suggest that the
system of proportlongl representation, If ndupted
Ly those who wield tue tumerical.power, would
aileviate many of theevils incidedt to vur present
wbpormal conmdition, woold, to & large exient,
tranquiliize puvllc apprehensions, would moderate
the spirit of poifuical convulslom, aod tend 1o
bring abwul in this State all the peace that wecan
rexsooubly hope to attain,

Your colnmitiee are aware of tle fact that this
messure of electurul réform, If it shall be prompt-
Iy reahzed by us, most come from the domloant
party ol the Statel Whetlier It wlill come or not
we cannol decite. In cither event, the minurity
{:115.#1;!1 Carolipa pat forth their clalm’ in this
MDA

It 18 their right. Should It be denied. the re-
spon=lbility musi rest opon those whu nse thus
the power that the present gives. Should it be
tenderel, it will doubtless produce the (raits of
Jjusiice and widen the circle of peace. This much
we msy add : Since [L 13 the nuture uf majorities
to clintee, it mey be we'l for the dominaal purty
to eousider whether the adoption of proportional
reprezeulalion muy Dou fur thein e ihe best
policy Tur the future 28 well as the highest wis.
dpm for the present.

TUE TAXPAYERS' PLATFORM.

The executive commitiee, to which was refer-
red 1he paper presented by the Hon. C. W. Dud-
ley, of Marivory’, beg leave repectiully to report,
it the phper has recelved the careful considera-
ifon of Uik commiitee, thut ithasbeen awemded,
aud, in 1ts awended form, 18 now rejuried 1o the
convention, with the recommendation ibatit do
pass.

The following is the paper amended, refer-
red to by the commtiltee:

The dcligates to the Taxpayers’ Conventlen now
met, wird sitiiog in Columuig, Sonth Carolina, de-
sirlug o be fulry understood by thelr felow citl-
wons of the State, and of the Unitel states. de-
clare:

1, ‘That they meditate no Tesistance whatever 10
e Government of the Unite:d Statea, swd intend,
t respeel thercol, to couduct themseives as
peaceril and law ubidins enizeus,

2 fhat we reguid the recousiroeilon meas-
ures 85 Huadities, and recogmze them usa por-
tion ui the estublished laws ol the fnnd,

4, Thitwe louk to time and peacelul agencies
only for the sotation of any ditleaities thut now
ar niay hereaiter exi-t in the sdministration of
tiie public aMairs of this State; and we “nterjain
the opee that all the changes and medideations
1has may be desived 0 Lhal cunnectiog, Wil be
eifecied by the quiet induesce of au eulightened
public upiniv,

4. Thatthe exigencles of the times demand
fium the peaple uiier elforts than thuse inten el
s promoie the soccess of uny spariy,” thelr
true {uterests consisting in unitlug with good
eliizen s of auy and all parties, i advancing rhe
wellate of every eection of the State aud all
classes ul Uie peopile,

6. Thut certni measnres of reform e esSen-
tal L the pesee aud prosperity of Lhe State; thay
prentiient gonge these are:

it The wlopuoi: by the Legisinture of snme
method of vorlg, wineh will secure a represeu-
tat.on Therein of a winorily of the voters.

o1, ltetrenchment ln the expenses af e Siate
Govertineu! by abuolishing every ofllvetha] can
be dispensed with, reluching the salarws of public
witicers, abd reauwiring stick ceonomy in the 2d-
nministration of the several depurtinents of the
EuVernuient,

3 1. Tiut the public detic shiall nat be locreased;
and that his Exceliency the Governor be requeat.
el to prevent, If possibie, the [ssue and negotiation
of Lhe bouds antavrized by an set of the Legisla-
ture, “to creare u debt of the State of South Caro-
lipi, to be Keown as rhe Sterling Fauded Debr.”

4th, To be relieved Nom paying two Bnnual laxes
in on@ Year, us i3 nu\ most uppressively provided
by law.
jf5!.1:. To have the varlons oiices in the State Oled
by competent and trustworihy incamuoenls, 80 04
& seenTe the prompe®ziad Melent execution of
the laws, instead of the mode row adopted of
gelecting them from the dominan: party, without
regard Lo thelr qualifications,

§th. Soch an amendment of the law in regard to
electjon+ by the p:ople as will protect them from
frand eltner ln the controi of counting of the
ballots,

7th. That the pay and mileaze of members of the
Leglsiature be reduced to the iimiis prevalling
previous 1o the adoption of the | resent constita.
tion; and the duration of the sesslons of that
body be made to conform 10 theubsolute neces-
eiles fur legi=lation.

Believing that the principles above professed
really ac uate the gread majarity of the peoplc, 4
It is ihe purpose of thi3 conovention to attaln ‘tlne
ends abova ipdicated, and =0th other Kindred
measipes, as may appear neces<Ary hereafter, by
such peacelul aud legiiimate mexns 605 comport
with the jinty of good citizenshlp, and got other-

wise. .
TIOLATION OF LAJV.

The execntive commitiee to whom was referred
the resolution of Mr. D. . Chamberlain, of Rlel-
land County, direciing the sald committee “to
Inguire into the alleged violence now prevaliing
In the-several conaties of the State; and Lo report
upon & rlan for the execution of the laws against
such violence, and the better protection of ali
our citizens in thelr lives and property rhrough-
ont the Siate,!” usk leave 1o Teport that they have
eonsidered the subject with the deliberation it8
Importance demands. They have learned, with
regret, that violence has prevailed to 4 preater or
lesser extent in several connlies. Bat they feel
bound to say with much satlsfaction thar, in by
far the larger number of the countles of the State,
not a singie lastauce of such violence has occur-
ved. Bail gpearnm-nt, corruption iu high places,
get the example ol moral decadence and dlsre-
gard of law, which was 100 readlly followed by
thuse npon whom the’ laws &re [ntended to ope-
rate, Your committee are consizained to balleve
that larcenies and incendiarism, practiced by ig
norant, deipded snd Lad mew, suggested in
many iosiances Al encouraged by & class much
wrorse and more responsible, wefe among the inl-
il causes of the first cased of violence. After-
Wards, it appears, there followed:Instances of cor-
poreal punmishiments, and homlcidea perpetiated
Ly unkoown persons Upon CILIZeas; and €ven of &
few oftlcils of the movernmeant, Who seem to have
become vbnoxXlons to many ld the communities
whereln they iived, on account of supposel [njus
tice, fraud and vppression. These are lamentuble
truths, which the committee feel.called on une.
quivocaliy to deplore and condemn,

Your commiittee belleve that an elfectual reme-
dy fur these evils will be tonnd 18 good govern-
nient, the removal of &ll dishonest, lucompetent
and bad men from office, and the appuiALment
thereto of men, no matter of what party, who ure
nonest and competent, aad who feel the obliga-
tions which omictel station shpuld Impose, and
who will prompty nnd fsithfuly execute the
luws. A=

POWERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

The executive cpmmiitee to whom was referred
the resofution proviing that the execntive com-
nittee, with the president of r.h?ﬁ coivention,
ehiall have 15 in charge 10 pruiect the luterest rep-
resented by this cnventlon daring the inferval
af adjuurn: t, to keup io vIEw clie current legis-
lation, and to call the convention together at such
time as they think proper, beg leave 1o report
that they have had the same ander conslie ratiun,
auil recommend 114 adoption. =

TAXATION AND REPRESENTATION.

The executive committee, 10 yhom was re-
ferred the grievances of taxation withont repre.
sentutlon in the taxig body, aud 10 suggesta
remedy for the existing evil. beg leave Lo report
that the presend political and Unanclal condition
of Sonth Carolini I8 @ forceable and melancholy
Wlustration of the evils resulting from taxaiioh
without represéniation. The Judiclal luvestiga-
tinus Jately had in the Unlted ‘States Court for
1his dlstr.ct prove beyond confroveray that hs.
tounding frauds were pructiced in the lale elec-
tion, and demonstrate the neceesivy of a remeidy.
The theory of the constitutiou I8, that the people
shall be fully sud fulrly represented, and promise
Is made in that Instrument to protect minorities,
Thus, in the House of Represenfa.ves, the whole
body of the peopie |3 represented, and the major-
1ty jules. In the Senate, the States are repre-
sented, and the smallest State has an equal voie
with the Jargest Stute. The one {siutended 1o be
a check on ihe other., Wuile the war lusted, pas-
50n Lok the place of reason, the States reore-
sented In the Senate set aslde the consti*utlon.
forgot t -elr soverelgnty, and oliudly followed the
leadl Of conquest, Since Bie war, the States that

Fstraggled for what they supposed was a4 constitu-

tiopu] right have nut been represented, thel
senators have not been natives, or, if 1atives, not
representative men; 8o that t e check of the
Siates, as represented in the Senie, has been en-
tirely lost. aud, of conrse, all legisiation Las been
partisan, scctional and vlodictive.

Tue same feature which characgerized the con-
gresslunnl legisialion was {ncorporated into-our
State Government. The pari-l gystem which
existed fn var State Constitution before the war
operated as a check upon the leglslition of the
majority, The Dew constitution of 1865 ard 1868
abobshed that conservaiive element. Under the
constitutlon’ of 1865 1 1a posslnle no evil could
nave resulted, beeanse intelligence and property
were equally represented, and .all the volers be-
Jong+l Lu the Bame caste, Guder the constitntion
of 1863, however, 8 LeW element was brought into
the voting power—men of a different race and
oiste, uneducated slaves Just emancipated, an
tmpressible people Whuse passiois and prejadices
coult Le easily exclied, were suddenly clothed,
with tiie, efeciive lranchise, and made oot only &
power, buytlie controliing power inthe State,

Considesnyg our conditiun then, the result was
fnevitable. The uewly enfranchised were notoaly
jealous uf their acquired liberty, but susplcluus of
the feclin and Inientions of their lsle uwners.
They were iguorant of puiliical afairs, totally un-
fustructed 1o the sclence of government, and
pafarally taroed to the men Who had flocked
here 3 birds of prey, and whi are generally
knuwa as carpet-baggers. It was egnally natural
for the ualive, respeciable and lutelligent white
pevple, who had hereiofure rontrolled aifalrs, to
feel a supreme disgusf, upd to hold thewselves
aloof from this mass of ignorance and vice.

(L must algo be remembered chat al the gen-
tlemen In the State, of experience, patrivism
aud virtze, were luboring under the pyliticai dis-
abilities of the recons:rucuion acts, which pre-
vented them from taking part in leg siative pro-
ceedings. But tme aod {18 healing iufueuces
hassh wnto the colored people that the white
peuple luve no disposition to deprive them of
any of thelr rights, clvil or political, that have
veen conferred on them. It has proved to the
white people that the colored citizeus, generally,
feel no enmity agalust thew; nre unot digposed to
oppress them; and are williug, I not anxlous, to,
avill themselves of their Jearolng, experlance,
viriue and patriotlsm. It has also proved to the
auventurers who may be inc fded under Lhe gen-
eral terms of carpel-baggers and ecalawags,
white aud colored, that theseyes of ‘the nanve eol-
vred people are open Lo Lv ir seltshness and ra-
pacl ¥ Having aroved at this conclustou, the
fquestion i3, huw can we avall varselves of its
power of tius native eleinent und et rid of the
bl tufluenee wileh bus heretofure controlled 1t
using the colored peuple 08 nere voling
chattels to plunder and ruln this devoled
staje s They neml and desire the virtue, Intei.
ligence and experience of the ngtive white
people  The white people cannot malntain
1he uctent virtue, dignliy and honor of this old
State, unless the native colured peuple wlil co-
pperate with them. The corruption of the State
Government 18 0 torlous: tribes are opealy uller-
ol to and received by senators And represenia-
tives; high oiicials are engaged In gpeculatiog in
the stocks and vonds of lhe otaie. All tie-e
great crimes are being perpetrated freely here,
u the capitol, andshere lus nut been the lrst
prosecob.on commenced (o prevenl them Jna
word, the anc.ent honor of the prowl oid State,
{5 ust and gone. Every white man sl every
colured miun who is @ native Soutn Caro.nian
must deplore this disgracefol and huallatiog
comiition.

yonr committee believe that the pubiic mind is
ripe o meet this evil, save this disgrace, and
therciore propose the following resolution: That
we recomimend Lo the Legislature the passage of
an election law, by wlich the 60,000 taxpaying
voters will have 4 proporilonate represeat llou
{nthe Legislatore of the Staig wikn the 90,000
yolers who pay no faxes; & proportion so Just,
rea-ounble aud conseientions, caonot fuil to re-
commend sell fuvorauly to every right-minded
cliizen,

THE BLCE RIDGE RAILROAD FRAUD,

The execuiive commitres, to whom was referred
“the resulaiion 1o require and Tepere upon what
terms and [or whai consideration the making and
exenntion vi the Blue Midze Hailroad Company
and stier compaules, of & morigage to Heury
Clews, Henrg Gourdin sl George 5. Cameron
ty § ‘cure the poyment of certain bonds, was rati-
el eonfiruied by the Legisiature, and the
sal! rmoTigage declnred o be u lieu priorio Lhat
ufthe ~tale on all property duseribed o sud
mortzage, awl the entive llue 0 the Boe Rdge
Ratfiroad, and o1 other properiied ol the severul
compantes or whieh they or enher of thew nay
hereafier acqaire,” nnd als0 10 report “whit ac.
tom, £ auy, can be mken by s Lody to preven
the subwrdinajion of the Staies lun upon the
Blae Ridge Revroad, sl the enlire proper:ies of
the otlier cumpanies, o juni claima of private
foiviamis,t e leave 1O orf, that upon-a
careiul eXamlnntlog of the act of e Leyisiature,
we ean roach bat one-concluzlon: That  rsune
FeRSsns Qi kNOWN 1o your conlultive, the Lesxis-
Jttur: Mus, without consideretion, relinguishel 1w
private b lividuals the Stal v's lien upon the Hlue
Rige Haneoad, and the entive properties of e
other company, (styled companled o the aect,) the
Gircenville and  Colmmbia Bubroud Compuny.
Such dealing by tiusteed with the properiy or
funda of tlhielr cestied gue (rast can ooly be the re-
sult of fraud, are upsutiurized by law aud are
youcl.

Yunr commiitee need notdwell upon the poverty
of the Stute and her utter inability 10 enrich pri-
vale indiviiduals or corporations by such munl-
¢enl gifts, or upon the et than legidlitors, how-
eVer penerons (hey may be, are not &ccos omed to
donate pahlic funds to the use and beaetof thelr
friemis or patrong,

AS to the second braveh of the resolutivn, your
com:nlttes ¢an suwrgest o betier plan as a'reine:
dy thau i#embraced 1o (he folloWing res.jutions :

‘Besolved, That the Taxpayers’ touvention, re-
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nized patriotism of Messra, Porter & Conuer,
counsellors at lnw, request them, in the name of
those whom thiey Tepresent, to give the matter of
this report thelr carefol conslderaiion, snd if, in
their jougment, it be practicable, to take such
ateps as Are necessary to prevedit, hy due proce<s
oflaw, the consummarion of this frawd upon the
property-holders of the Btate,

Resolved,
orlglual resolutions be uMclally communicated to
Messrs, Porter & Conner, - :

THE® ELECTION LAW.

The committee on eléction and sufrage laws,
to whom was referred the resolutions as to the
expediency of memorializing 1he Legislature for
the repeal or modification of the existing election
laws of South Caroiion, respectfolly report (con-
clsely) that tney have given the subject the earn-
eat conslderation which its importance demands,
The committee recognize In flie present mode of
conuting the ballots fhe [ruitful aod eriginal
soarce of present polltical troubles, creating dis-
trust in the minds of law.-abiding -cltizens on ac-
count of vhe power of tue custodians of the bal-
lot-bux to defent by [raud” the futent and sove.
velgn rights of the electors. Recent develop-
ments and convicttons of higlroMeials at Charles
tun, in the United Statas Court, after patient, la-
borlons . and expensve trlal, confirm the appre-
henstons and convictions of the cliizens as to the
absence of secarity for the future purity of the hal-
lot-box. Your committee are familiar with the con-
servatlve comdart of the electns and safeguards
of the ballot under the old lawe of the State. Partics
of any p litlea) complexion felt pssured of the
honegs result of every clection, so. lirm  was their
kunowlelge of the loviolabillty of the ballot-hox in
former times:, The preseut system Invires con-
splracy, and opens wide the door, to the perpe-
tration of every frand.- Whgn the high sherif of
a county, Who3e po-vers are sccond onfy to those
of the Chief Executive of the State, has been con-
victed in the metropolis of the State, by & jury of
nis ehivlce, in & forum removed from local preju-
dices and bias, {6 {a full time for the clilzens o
suund the aiarm and memorialize the leglglative
power for rellel. 3

To this end, this commitiee recommend the re-
ference of this report to the execative committee
for further action; to confer withthe Guvernor,
and Invite his co-operation In a memorifl to the
Legls'ature at {t3 next regalar sesglan, for such
chaoges lu the present election law, and especisl-
1{1 fn soch [6rts thereof as relate 10 the custody of
the ballot-boxes for the perfod of ten days after
elegtions b®ure the coant 18 declared.

In connection with the above, on motion of
Mr. James A. Hoyt, the following was adopted :

Resolved, That the report of the commitiee on
£lection aud quIraﬁe laws ndopted by the conven-
tion be placed in the hands of a special commit-
lee of seven members of th's ¢inventlon, whose
duty it shall e to scansmit he report o8 8 memo-
rial to the Leglslatare on the sabject of propor-
tlonal repregzitation, accompanled by such sug-
eqtlons as they may decm advisable, in order
to secura the pe-sage of & law, at the earliest
practicatie moment after the Leglilature 18 con-
vengd, that tire system of cumuialive voling may
be made applicable to the next geueral el ectlon,
and that the principle may be engrafted in geu-
e al upon our sy-lem of suifrage: and further,
that this special cominlttee be nstructed to use
their best exertions In faver of the passave of
this just. wholesome and equitable provision, so
as 1o bring abent o full and cqmplete representa.
tion of all tiic people, and the protection of thelr
rights and {nserests of persous wod property o,
every respect. ;

THE FiGHT FOR PARIS.

Capture and Recapture of Fort Van-
vres=Thiers Stroang in the Assembly—
A Pestilence Apprehended In Paris—
Rossel's Resignution Having » Bad
Effect on the Communists=The Insur-
gentsUriablo to Repalr thelr Works-—
Terrific Fire of the Gevernment Bat-
teries,

: Loxspox, May 12,

" Fort Vanvres was captured bat subsequent-:
ly recaptured by the Communists. The fort is
dilapidated. Rossel Is not gone to. Vérsallles,
but remains outslde of Paris,

There was some . -eXcitement In the.Ver-
sallles Arsembly when Thiers, somewhat ex-
‘cited, demanded s vote of conlinence, which
resulted 495 to 101in favor of Thiers, Coloneb
“Brunel 1s appolinted commeandant at Vanvres,
A serles of batteries bave been eregled in the
Arondissement Pantheon.

A pestilence is apprehended in Pavis. The
National battalions are thinning since Rossel's
resignation, which causes discouragement
among the Communists. Delescluze Is incapa-
ble of activity In conseguence of sickness; but
in a speech Just delivered, he expresses confl-
dence in the tuture freedom of France and the
puccess of the Commue.

A Versallles dispatch says the insurgents

probably attempt to défeat the Versaillists by
a strong attack. The Mayor of Issy has been
arrested. Floguet was arrested en route to
Bordeaux,

The government batteries muintain a terrific
fire upon the ramparis of Parls apd fortifica-
tions stfll held by the Insurgents.

The Emperor William Is slightly Indisposed.

The treaty of peace just concluded at Frank-
fort abrogates the commerciul Lreaty between
France and Germany, and gives to Prussia the
control of rallways in the ceded territory, in
consideration of the deduction from .the war
ndemnity of 326,800,000 of francs, One of Lhe
clauses of the.treaty provides-for the acquisi-
tion, by Prussia, of the railway from Thion-
villé to Luxembourg. =

Poneger Guertiere hias gone to}layence and
Cologne Lo make arrangements for the speedy
return ol French prizoners to Versallles.

VERSAILLES, May 11,

Important news has beem recelved from
Algeria, where the condition of afluirs is decld-
(edly fmproved. The Arab insurgents were
defeated in an engagement in which thelr
ead ¢r was killed,

‘e Latest.
Panrig, May 12,

The Communists claim victories and deny
reports of successes for the Versalllists, -Fort
Vanvres wes retaken by the Communlsts at
the point of the bayonet, There wus i desper-
ate pngagement around Issy. and the Com-
munists clain that they have recaptured part
of Isay.

The Yérsaillisls are cutting trenches in front
of the Malllot gate and concentraling troops
in the Bois de Boulogne. There was & sharp
rustlade about Fort Bicetre to-day.

Loxpox, May 12,

The Standard of this evening has & dispatch
reporting the Communists’ dorces at only
twelve thousand stropg, and saying Lhet the
Versailles army 2ould go into Paris to-day Il it

wonld.
————————

THE NEW ENGLISH TREATY.
New Yorg May 12,

The New York Tribune publishes the text
of the new treaty. The Alabama claims are
referred to five’arbitrators—the Executives of
England, Brazll, Switzerland, Italy and the
United States, each, naming one—io sit in
Geneva. Ii instead of waking an award in
TBulk the arbitrators only estublish rules for an
adjustinent by o board of assessors, one is to
.be appointed by the Queen, one by the Presi-
dent, the third to be chosen by the Lwo, and
will mect in Washington to fnish the work.
Three special rules of neutral obligation are
laid down:

First. It shall be the duty of a nentral na-
tion to use due dilligence to prevent the bulld-
ing and Hiting oul, or escape, of any vessel
jntended to make war upon another nation
with which it Is at peace,

Second. It shall be the duly ofa pation Dot
to permit such vessels to enter any of its ports
for repairs, munitlons or supplies, or, having
entered, not to permit their departure.

Third, Itshall be the duiy of a nation 1o
use due diligence to prevent the vlolation of
any of these obligations ioany of its ports or

WHLers.

—Gemperal Burnside ‘;;m been elécled com-
mander-in-chief of the Grund Army ot the Re-

Ijing apon the hign legal atluinments and recog-

public.

That copies ef this ‘repert and the |,

are unable te repair their works, and will |,

S Brand 1Elr_i_;f Distribution.

GIVEN AWAY!

SOUTH CAROLINA

D040 TNMIGRATION ASIEATY,
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" The undereigned have entercd inw;:;r.nwcmlnn for the purpofe of !nuognoingtmmm'mw :
into South Carclina and procuring homes for the same. They yroimse‘ﬁéim_]!lh Asenclei..
In the principal Citlec of Europe and the’ Norih and Northwest, and m.l:f.'[mmlgmnt! -
coming to our State, where they will have homes provided, snd ald them in becoming
permanent séttlers upon the soll. i Sl U

They will be able to offer the best Colion, Graln and 'l‘mck-vhand In the heal'th: portions
of .the State, at vcrif low prices, and on loug credit, enavling the purchaser to pa}'l‘or the
-same out of the crops raised. . e 3

They will nlso -assist Immigrants, when necessary, to transportation and subsistence. for -
the frst year, ;

Clrenlars will be prepared and distributed, explalning our plans more in detail.

Central Omce, ACADEMY OF MUSIC, CORNER KING AND MARKET STREETS, Charleston, .

South_ Carolina, : -
BUTLER, CHADWICK, GARY & C0.

0

- References ia South Carolina : g »

| Genéral WADE HAMPTON, General JOHN S PRESTON, - -
Hop. B. F. PERRY, Hon. W. D. SIMPSON,

Governor M. L. BONHAM, ANDREW SIMONDS, Esg., :

Generul JOHNSON HAGOOD, Hon. G. A. TRENHOLM, * ©~

Hoo. ARMISTEAD BURT, Governor J, L. MANNING,

Hon. JAMES CHESNUT, Hon. J. B. OAMPBELL.

; " References’in New York City :

AUGUST BELMONT & CO., Bankers.
MORTON, BL'SS & C"., Bankers,
Hon, CHARLES 0'CONOR, Couaselior-at-Law. -
Hon. JOBN E. WARD, Csunsclior-at-Law.
Hon. ROGER A. PRYOR, Counsellor-at-Law.
f Colonel RICHARL! LATHERS.
T. A. HOYT, Esq., President Gold Room.
HUNT, THOMPSON & CO., Factors.
ANDERSOY, STARR & (0., Merchants.
PETTUS & CO., Merchants. :
. P. ZOGBAUM & FATRCHILD, Merchants.

o

$500,000 TO BE AWARDED TO THE TICKET-HQLDERS OF THE
SERFES OF CONCERTS TG COMMENCE ON THE FIRST OF
OCTOBER, 1871, AT THE ACADEMY OF MUSIC,
CHARLESTON, . C., ON WHICH DAY
THE DRAWING COMMENCES.

= 0.

THE SOUTH OAROLINA LAND AND IMMIGRATION ASSOZIATION, UNDER THE A‘GBI'IUE_.'
of the “South Caroline State Agricuitural and Mechanlcal Society,” wﬂl.glve&lmuowoueerm"
at the Academy of Musle, Charleston, S. C., commencing Octobar 1st, 1871, for the purpose
of ralslog a fund to epeble Emigrants to settle upon lands selected by the Assoclation for Homes
of Northern and Buropean Farmers and others, In the State of Sonth Carclins,” and for their:
transportation thither and support for the fArst year, = ;

150,000 SEASON TICKETS GF ADMISSION, AND NO MORE,
AT FIVE DOLLARS EACH.

ALL THE PREMIUMS, INCLUDING DEED AND CERTIFICATE O-F TITLE TO ACADEMY
OF MU-IC, Wil be ueposited with the Natlopal Bank of the Republic, New York.

$500,000 IN GIFTS! -

18t GITt—ACADEMY OF MUSIO, Charleston, . C., cost tobuild $230,000, having an aanual

rental “of sbout $20,000, from Opera House, Stores and Halls; the bulldiog belng

_about 230 feet by G) feet, -and situated cormer of King and Market streets, in the

centre of the city, and well known to be the finest bullding afd most valuable

property in Charlestos, valued A P e o P gy ol - W1
2] GHE—Ca4t,vvsssaserrraisnnnarnnines sins 100,000
30 Gilt—CasN..cieeurvnennan

cesssasssanaEeEE easmsssasarernan aes

5th GIT—Casl cveenninennse- N T P T P B T T T ol )
25 Gifis—Cash—each $1000.. S e e Ty 4 ym St ity e e e sl 05/000
25 Gifis—Cash—each $500... reasssnenes sranasssassnesissinssassssnsnssrsnnssrsnreans  DpBO0
350 Gifts—Cash—eacl: $100... eveerieeriasvavins s esss s iransae GHUD
230 Gifts—Cash—each $50........ 12,500
500 Gifts—Cash—each $26.... 12,600

13,600

1250 Gt —CaSU—BACH F1Q .5astnunrrsrreeriiti e ttiiraste it sn st s s as s

2404 Gifte, AMONNIS 0. uenesarsnnrrnes

BUTLER, CHADWICK, GARY & CO,,
Agents 8. C. Land and Immigration Asseciation,

wassasamsnneasneesesss§500,000

General M. C. BUTLER, |
JOHN CHADWICK, Esq., -
General M. W. GARY, |

v o

CHARLESTON, 8. C.

AGENTS WANTED—LIBERAL- COMMISSIONS ALLOWED.

0

Comrnissioners and Supervisors of Drawing:

General A. R. WRIGHT, of Georgia.

(3eneral BRADLEY . JOHNSON, of Virginia,
Colonel B. W. RUILEDGE, of South Carolina.
Hon, ROGER A, PEYOR, of New York.

0
A FAIR AND COMMENDABRLE EC“HEME g

CHARLESTON, S. C., May — 187L
We toke pleasure in certifying that we are acquainted with General M. C. BUTLER, JOHN
CHADWICK, Esq., and Genera! M. W, GARY, of the firm of BUTLER, CHADWICK, GARY & 00., and
kDow them 1o be gentlemen of integrity, and e regard the object they have of assisung immigrants
to homes ia Soath Carolina of g-eat lmporiancy to the State as well a8 to the immigrants, and we
Bave every contidence that thelr enterprise will be earried out with ralrness and honesty toall par
1les concerned.

I. W. HAYNE,

GEO. A. TRENHOLM,
5. H. KUTLEDGE, - A. G. MAGHATH
© JAMES CONNER, THOS, Y. SIMONS,
/ JAMES R. PRINGLE. HENRY BUIST,
mayli-3mug WILMOT G. DESAUSSCRE.




