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Our European Tispatches.
[B T ATLANTIO CABLE.]

HIGELY IMPORTANT FROCEEDINGS IN PARLIA-
ATENT—DEFEAT OF THE NEW ENGLISH MINIS-
TREY—A PROBPECT OF A BETTLEMENT OF TEE
IRISH QUESTION—COTTON STILL RISING.
Loxpox, April 4.—Dauring the debate in the

House of Commons on the Irish Church ques-
tion,{Mr. John Bright, the Reformer, said there
were six hundred thonsand Protestarts in Ire-
1and, two archbishaps and twelve bisLops, with
jpecomes of £12,000,000 sterling, yet the esta-
blished church was a failure, either a8 &
means of conversion or otherwise; and the sus-
pension of the writ of habeas corpus was none
the Jess neccssary. If Ireland was to be re-
conciled to England, antiquated prejudices
must be dismissed. The church in England
had its own peril—internal disruption over the
ritnal. All men, said Mr. Bright, learn some-
thing, even & prime minister. All begin to
see the great principle which underlies these
great questions, He asked the House to grasp
the subject boldly; tear up the foul weeds and
leave the Irish Church an ornament, full of
grace for all within her influence. Ireland
acks for atonement; England is ready to make
it. Why should an opportunity for reconcilia-
tion be deferred ?

Then & division occurred on Btanley’s motion
to postpone the church question to the next
gession, Six hundred members voted. The
government was defested by sixty majority.

Gladstone’s resolutions declaring that the
Irish Church must be establiched, were  then
adopted by fifty-six majority. The Prince and
Princess of Wales remained in the Royal Gal-
lery duripg the debate, which concluded at
three o'clock this morning.

The defeat of the Ministry forms the chiel
topic of conversatiun. All the journals com-
ment upon it.

The Times says “‘the House of Commons re-
solved that this cancer of the nation shall be
removed. Thismorning's vote is -the dawn of
o reunited Empire. The wrongs of ages are to
be ended, right done amid the acclamations of
the nation. This must guarantee peace.”

Benurs, April 2.—The poaturalization treaty

just concluded with the United Btates Lias been
finally ratificd by the Federal Parliament. All
the speakers praised it with one voice and iy
was almost unanimously approved by the
members. Count Bismarck, in a speech ex-
plaining its provisions, declared it unnecessary
to make any defence of the treaty, as it seemed
to meet with favor on all sides. He summed
up his explanation by stating that the compact
wes clear in all its points, and hereafter no na-
tive German, naturalized in the United States,
would be molested within the borders of the
confederation on account of his obligation to
his parent country.

Braus, April 4.—A resolution that members
of Parlinment should not be heid responsible
for words uttered in debate was passed by a

large majority.

TLoxpos, April 4 —Consols 03288 for money
and account.! Bonds 72a72}.

Liverroor, April 4—Noou.—Cotton excited
and advancing. Uplands on spot and afloat
124d; Orleans 12§d. Bales 90,000 bales. Bread-
stofis quiet. Bugar firme. ¢

Evexixe.— Cotton closed buoyant and 2d-
vanced. Bales 80,000 bales. Uplands on spot
12412{; to arrive 12§; Orleans 12§a12f.

Cur Havana Dispatches.
- [BY CUBA CABLE.] ; y

Havaxa, April 4.—Molasses, clayed, 4305;
Muscovado 5a6. Money 8jad. Freights stiffer
and suitable craft scarce. Suogar in boxes #8a
9 75. Hogeheads, $2 25a2 50. Hoops 60 per 1000
for long shaved, and 50 for ehort. Lard 17a174.
Cans 184a19. - Potstoes, $5 50a6 00. Beeswax
abundant. Tallow 113a12}. Beans £2 50a2 70,
Exchange, Federal Gold, 1 premium.

Our Washington Dispziches.
PROGRESS OF THE PRESIDENT'S TRIAL—THE CASE

CLOGED FOR THE FROSECUTION—THE HIGH

COTUBT ADJOURNS TILL THUBSDAT—BUTLER'S

BLUNDERING—TREACHERY SUSPECTED.

W AsEmvaTON, April 4.—The House merely met
and proceeded to the trial. The Senate met at
11 o'clock, sud the question of admission to
the galleries was considered. The abelition of
the ticket system meets with opposition.  Mr.
Conness seid rebellion was &s rife as ever in
Washington, and free ndmission was danzer-
ous. The question was postponed.

The Senate went into executive session to
remove secrecy from executive documents,
which the impeachment managers wanted.

Impeachment wes resumed. Reporters were
examined reiative to the President’s St. Louis
speech, and & copy admitted as evidence. Mr.
Chew, chief clerk of the State Department,
was exnmined relative to the President’s hav-
ing corformed to the Tenure-of-office act.

A letter from the President to the Secretery
of the Treasury, advising him of Stanton’s re-
moval, in conformity with the Tenure-of-office
act, was admitted.

The correspondence between President
Adams and ‘Mr. Pickering, and Adams’ mes-
sage to the Senate snnouncing Pickering’s sus-
pension, in 1809, were admitted.

AMr., Butler announced that the managers
had closed the case except cumulstive evi-
dence,

The defence ssked an adjournment until
Thursday to prepare and arrav, > evidence.

Mr. Conness moved the court adjourn to
Wednesday. [Cries of ‘sheme,” and give
t hem the other day.]

Alr. Johnson moved to amend by adjourn-
ing to Thursdsy. Carried with but two nege-
tives.

The yess snd mays wero demanded, but

M. Conness accepted Mr. Johnson's amend-
ment, when the final vote was taken on the ad-
journment o Thursday, end adopted by thirty-
seven to ten.

The Senate immediately adjourned to Mun-
day.

The cloging of the prosecution to-day cansed
astonishment. It seems admitted ou oll hands
that Butler's management of the case bas nou
strengthened impeachment. Some claim that
Butler gave undue importance to his own ar-
ticle—the tenth, Others inginuate that Butler
is playing false, and that he intentiornally made
the proceedings farcical. It scems certain the
defenco will now hwry the casetos conclu-
B8i80.

Revenme to-dar, $658000; for the wack,
$5,858,000; for the year, $147,500,000.

Government expenditures this month, $32,-
000,000,

Customs for the week ending march, 31st,
45,000,000.

The House adjourned yesterday to Wednes-
day. There is not & quoram in the city.

Affairs in the Unreconstructed States.
VIBGINIA.

Ricmeoxp, April 4.—Gen. Henry H. Wells,
of Alezandrie, =08 this moruing sppointed
Governor of Vir:: s, by Gen. Schofield. He
has been residing 1n Virginia since 1862—is
from Michigan, and was a brevet Brigadier

General in the United States army. He enters
upon the duties of the office at once.

In convention a communication Was received
from Gen. Schofield approving the ordinance
for the issue of certificates of indebtedness to
pay the expenses of the convention; but the
approval extends only to April 6th, and the
time for redemption is to be fixed hereafter by
the General, The convention will probably
have to levy a tax if its session i8 continued.

Gen. Schofield to-day made new appoiat-
ments to the city council. Among them are
Collector Mulford, Alex. Sharp, Postmaster
Horace L. Eent, Wm. C. Allen, George Smilh
and H. C. Clinton, all prominent citizens.

The United States Grand Jury has found
troe bills ageinst thirty revenue officers for
frand.

Senator Wilson, of Massachusetts, visited the
convention to-day. He addressed the colored
people on temperance to-night.

GEOEGIA.

Arpasta, April 4—General Meade bas de-
clared Judge Irwin ineligibie. Gen. John B.
Gordon will probably be nominated, having
been recommended for Governor by & large
majority of the Central Democratic Execative
Committee. Gen. Meade decides that Gordon
is eligible. Gen. Gordon was & Major General
in the Confederate army.

AERANSAS,

Lrrree Rock, April 4.—The entire Republi-
can State ticket has been elected by three
thousand majority.

The Legisluture, under the new constitution,
assembled and organized yesterday.

TEXAS.

GaLvesToN, April 4.—Special agent Stonaker
bas arrested R. B, Staff tor warehouse frands.
Leter developments fix complicity on mer-
chants and others. Stzff gives a $5000 bond.

A Governor Wanted.

ATrANTA, April 4.—Gen. Meade declares that
Mr. Irwin isineligible for Governor, and the
Iatter declines to rum.

The Democratic Central Executive Commit-
tee recommends Gen. Gordon, but Gen. Meade
says that he also is ineligible.

There was an immense meeting here to-
night, at which Gen. Gordon spoke. There is

great enthusiasm among the Democrats.
e e

Trouble in Arkansns.

Mexpgrs, April 4,—General Gillem’s official
report is required to determine whether the
Arkansas Constitution has been adopted. The
members of the new Legislature entered the
State House at night, and ordered the arrest of
the superintondent, who refused to give them
the keys. General Gillem decides thaf the
State officers have no right to exclude the
Legislature from {he capitol. There isone
negro in the Senate, and there are fivein the
House.

Market Reports.

NEW Yomg, April 4.—Evening.—Cotton ex-
cited and 1c. better; sales, 19,000 bales at 30.
Flour quiet and unchanged. Corn dall and
drooping. Pork firmer at $25 624. Lard firm-
erat 15§a17. Turrentine, 662664, Rosin, £330
a7. Gold, 138). Governments higher, with
improved demand. Money closes easier; call, 6
Bartoiore, April 4.—Cotton very strong;
held Armly st 274c. Flour active and firm; not
quotably higher. Wheat- fiem. - Corn firm;
white 1 10a1 11; vellow $1 16a1 20. Pork #2575
2. Lard quiet at 17c. Bacon excited, with
an advancing tendency; rib sides 15%c.; clear
rib 16a16}0e.; shonlders 133c.; hams 18a20c.
AvausTA, April 4.—Cotton markek advanced
%¢., but the advance checked business; sales
240 bales; receipts 150 bales; Middling 30c.

Savawsam, April 4.—Cotton active and ex-
cited; Middling 30c.; sales 2200 bales; receipts
1721 bales.

Mopirs, April 4.—Cotton—ssles 4750 bales;
Middlings 81c.; recsipts 1600 bales; exports 493
bales.

New Omzeass, April 4.—Cotton very ex-
cited and uneettled; sales, 5500 bales; mid-
dlings, nominally, 324; receipts, 8709; exports,
4046, Gold, 189 Sterling, bank, 49a50. New
York sight, } preminm.

St. Louts, April 4.—Flour quiet. Cern dull
and declining. Provisions advancing and ex-
cited. Mess pork, §25 50026. Lard unchauged.

LovisviLiE, April 4.—Mess pork, £26 25,
Bacon excited and advaucing; ehoulders,
123p124; clear sides, 164,

CrscINSATI, April 4—DMess pork held out of
the market; shoulders, 123; clear sides, 16{a16¢,
Lard, 16.

POLITICS 1IN THE STATE,
MEETINGS, SPEECHES, NOMINATIONS, RESO-
LUTIONS.

CONSERVATISM IN FAIRFIELD AND GEORGETOWN—
THE PRUSPECT I[N PICEENS—RADICALIEM IX
ABBEVILLE AND GREENVILLE—MEETINGS—
BEGISTRATION.

FAIRFIELD.

The Winnsbore' News says that the mass
meeting to be held to-day will include the col-
ored people, end that Conservatism means op-
position <o destructive Radicalism and not vp-
position to any rights that can justly be
claimed by the freedmen.

GEORGETOWXN.

At a meeting of the Conscrvatives of this
distriet, held on the 30th ultimo, resolutions
were adopted sustaining the ‘* Constitutional
or Democratic” party for the fermation ofa
Demoeratié Assceintion, and asserting that it
was no! the purpose or desire of the Associa-
tion to deny the people any protection of per-
gon “or properly in the civil rights” enjoyed
by the white race.

PICEEXNS.

The following are ihe tickets in this district
Conservative—For Senator, D. Bicmann; for
Representatives, Jessie Lay and Stokes Strib-
ling., Iepubiican—For Senptor, Dr. L. B.
Johmson; for Representatives, F. W. Parker
end A, Ervee, Sr.

Messrs, Johnson and Bryee were delegates
to the H econstruction Conyention. .

Our correspondent informs us that it is
thousht br o great mony people that the Con-
servative ticket will be elected, and that the
mejonty vote will be against the constitution.

AEBEVILLE.

A mesting of the Union Republican parly
wae held at the courtlouse on the 2d, and was
address2d by the Hon. D. T. Corbin, R. C.
DeLarge, F. J. Mose, Jr., and otbers. The
Radical Disuict Convention meets on Monday.

GREENVILLE. .

A Radical meeting was held at the court-
house un the pight of the 3d instant, and wus
attended Ly a pumber of white and culored
peaple. Speeches were delivered by the Hon.
D. T. Corbin and R. C. DeLarge. 1he meet-
ing is said to-have been orderly and well dis-

pused.
: MEETINGS.

Thers are to be public political meetings a&
fcllows: Lancaster C. H., to-day; Camden, to-
day, to receive the regnrt of delegates and draft
the constitution of the Conservative Associa-
tion; Edgedeld, to-duy, to form a Democratic
Associimicn.

REGISTRATION.

At Georgetewn, on April 1st end 21, there
were registered forty-one blacks and ooe
-woite, and at North Santee, for the same time,
twenty-five blucks,

Iu the third precinet of Pickens District there
were registered, on the lst. thirteen whites and
one black.

STATE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION.

THE PARTY ORGANIZED— QUALIFIED SUF-
FRAGE ONE OF IT5 CABRDINAL DOCTRINES.

THE NOMINATIONS.

THE NEW CONSTITUTION DISSECTED.

AM EXCITING CANVASS BEGUN.
ko, &, &c., Ec.

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPOSDENT.]

Nickereos's Eorer, Corvamia, S. C., April
4, 1668.—Whatever may be said of the policy
of the leaders of the now partially organized
Democratic party of the State, no one can call
in question the ability of the men who are here,
at the bidding of their constitnencies, to solve
the problem of emancipating the white race,
And notwithstanding these delegates, to &
large degree, represent what we used to
know &s the fighting material of the State,
and themselves but a few months ago doffed
their uniforms and dropped their swords, the
most extreme Northern Republican would fail
to discover just cause for compleint that the
“gituation” bas not been accepted by them,
or that in good faith they are mnob
conscientiously disposed to throw around
the mnegro, in his new relation to society,
all proper safeguards, Thera are, of course,
individuals utterly opposed to concessions of
any sort; but the mass of thinking men will
tell you they recognize the necessity, in South
Carolina at least, of restraining the wild legisla-
tion of an immense ignorant colored majority
by such gualifications upon eufirage as
shall identify the voter with the property and
intelligence of the State. To this end the ef-
forts of the people will doubtless be directed;
and the great aim of the whites in the forth-
coming elections will be to secure = eufficient
degree of strength on the floor of the Legisla-
ture to prevent the megro from abeolutely
swallowing us alive. This being accomplished,
we may in time be ahle to break through the
Ethiopian wall, fill the offices of the State once
more with trustwortby and intelligent white
men, and then, strenzthened st home and
abroad, the Conservetive party of the South
will be in & condition to expunge allobnoxions
features from the so-called constituticn.

“Moderation,” therefore, has lLecome the

Leynote of the party; and not one word has
been uttercd upon the foor of the convention
to which exception can be taken by any intelli-
gent colored man, or by any conszientious Re-
publican in the country. Without knowing it,
the Democrats of South Carolina have planted
themselves upon the platform of every Conser-
vative iu the country, North and South. The
doctrine of qualified suffirage has becn broadly
asserted, the policy of recognizing the negro
s cn integral element of the body politic has
been adopted, snd as far s it was possible to
do 8o, the most moderate men in the State
have been nominated for Lhe State offices,
You will agree thal it is very remarkable that
an agcemblage so large, g0 thorcughly South-
ern In its sympathies, and so lately imbued
with & #pirit of opposition to any form of sul-
frage thet could be bestowed upon the negro,
should, without o diesenting voice, adopt a
platform eo fully in consonance with the wishes
of the “middle men” of the whole country,
and thus place South Carolina at one bold,
brave, frank step foremost among her sister
States in the march of improvement. ‘Verily,
the world moves !"

Had this movement taken place in Novem-
ber last, when it was proposed by Gen. Wade
Hempton, thousands of colored men, intelli-
gent and possessing property, would not have
abandoned the white man, sought shelter in
Union Lesgues, end claimed the privilege
which, at the eleventh hour, has been ac-
corded. Noris it probable that the late sc-
called Conetitutional Convention would Have
been tinctured with such excessive Radicalism
st marked its deliberations and foisted upon
the State uliens, negrocs and ignoramueses to
represent ber material intereste.

THE CONVESTION
Reassembled at 12 o'clock M.; Hon. A. Burt in
the Chair. Rev. Mr. Youug opened the pro-
cecdings with prayer, and the journal of the
preceding evening was read.

Ou_motion ot Gou. John 8. Preston, the
presideuts end members of Democratic clubs
present were requested to take seats on the
floor of the house,

The reporters of the press were also invited
within the bar of the convention.

Col. L. P. Thomss, from the Committee of
ten appointed to prepare business, reported that
they nad duly considered the several subjectls
before them, and were prepared to lay the re-
gult before the Convention. He stated also
that moderation and harmony had been their
first, second and third object, and to this
end and the achievement of a victory inthe
coming political contest in view, they hod most
earnestly dirccted their endeavors.

The report embraced two branches—first, o
series of resolutions; and secondly, sundry pa-

ers, &c., preparcd ror the consideration of the

Jonvention.

The resolutions were read as foillows, con-
sidercd seriutim, and adopted

Whereas, In the oFiniou of this Convention,
the inferests both of our Btate and cur com-
mon country imperatively demand the unin
of all zood, wise and conservative men, under
the banner of the Notional Democratic party—-
a party faithful to the priuciples of the Federal
Constitution, a8 maintained by the fathers of
the Republic; be it therciure,

Resc/ved, Thatthe Democratic party of South
Carolina (o unite with the National Democratic
party of the conntry, and hold themselves ready,
under the constitution and the laws, to co-ope-
rate with that organization in all principles,
and in ull measures, that may be regirded con-
ducive to the interests of the whole country
and of all elass2s of the people.

Resotved, That the people of this State, in-
cluding all men prepared 1o act with the party,
be earnestly invited to fcrm Democratic clubs
in every section of the State,

The third resolution was read as follows:

Resolved, That the people of this State be
urgently recomme " ‘0 go to the polls and
voteagainst the  _.u. ition of the Radical fac-
tion lately promulgated in Charleston, and to
vote tor zood and irae men for all uffices within
their gift.

Col. D. Wyatt Ailten—Mr, Presiden!: T am
not prepared to vote for that resolution in its
present shape, because it seems to me exceed-
ingly indefinite. We are here, as representu-
tives of the people, to adopt a platform upon
which we are to act for the welfare of tie State.
We are called upon to vete under positive in-
structions ageiust o constitution, and yel for
officers authorized by that constitution, What
consistency is there in such a course? Here is
& constitution promulgated by an unconstitu-
tiopal body, and we turn around and elect men
to o to another unconstitational body. They
are not representatives of the people, and they
aro not legislators. What right bas any man
to assume the gubernatorial chair of the State
if elected g_ﬁ our votes? Whatright has General
Scott to the office? None under heaven.
And it we put up an opponent, what right has
he to the office? For these reagons, Iam op-
posed to_the resolution. It is impracticable
and invalid. .

Col. L. P. Thomas—If possible I shall re-
frain from argumént on this occasion. 1 we
can reconcile these conflicling opinions with-
out debate on the present occesion. I think it
desirable to do so, and if the bonorable gentle-
man will permit me to suggest en amendment
to the resolution, it will then doubtless meet
his views. I recognize the force of much that
be has seid, but it was thought in the committee

MODERATION THE ORDER OF THEDAY

+ake adifierent view; but the object of

that the proposition to vote for efficers should
be made in order to Lrmg jut the white
strength of the country. and to give the people
some tangible issues on whichto vote. 'lgae
emendment reads as followa:

i At the same time in voting br officers un-
der this constitntion, we would put on record
our protest %lunst its validity.’

Mr, D, W. Aiken—Recognizingthe fact that it
is the bavomet which compels w® to act, I see
force in the amendment, becanss it enables us
to vote under protest. The mmjority of our
people recognize the necessitypf action, and
while the strong arm compels us to do what
we do not wish, st1ll if we do it under protest,
we may with & clear conscience voie as our
minds dictate. If therefore the gentleman will
word it carefully, I think the smendment to
the resolution 2 wise one, and Liill acceot it.

The amendment waa then adopted as above.

A motion was made bya (elegate from
Georgetown to strike out all alter the word
tpopstitution.” :

Mr. Thomas said it was desinble to adopt
the resolution unanimously, and egpecially im-
portant to the success of the organization, it
it was determined to go to the polls at all, to
vote for good and true men who would bring
out its whole etrength. A party mithout can-
didates was like the play of Hamlet with Ham-
let omitted. i

The motion to strike out was not agreed to,
and the resolution was then adopted.

The fourth resolution was read as follows:

Resolved, That under the action of the State
of South Carolina, heretofore taken, we recog-
nize the negroes of the Btate asan integral
element of the body politic; and, as such, in

on and property, eutitled to e full and
equal protechion under the State Constitution
and laws. Aud that as citizens of South Caro-
lioa we declare our willingness, when we have

the power, to grant them, under eﬁl}‘oper quali-
fications as to properly and imtelligence, the
right of suffrage.

Hon, B. F. Perry moved to substitute the
words““colared population” for the word “‘ne-

Col. F. W. McMastar—I think, Mr. Presi-
dent, that this is going o little too far. I can:
not see the propriety of ignoring the word
“negro.” It 18 nos right; it results from false
modesty. snd does violence fo custom. -

Hon, James Chesout—This seems t) bea
mere verbal criticism, snd, to my mind, it is &
matter of no consequence, The words ‘‘ne-
gro” and “colored man” have assumed &
gynonymous mesning, which embraces all the
descendants of the African race, II, nowever,
the word “negro” i3 offensive, 1am, as one of
the committee, perfectly wiling that the
words “‘colored populstion” shall be osed.
Both of them being roses —'‘a rote by any
pame will smell a8 aweet.”

The nmendment was then agreed to.

Houn. D. W. Aiken.—It seems to me, Mr,
President, that if this resolufion is lo secure
any thing to the negro, it should secure some-
thing tangible—something he csn touch; but
in my humble judgment it does 1o such thing,
nor will it secure things which ho understands
until you assert in the resolnticn that in due
time he shall be ollowed the privilege ot quali-
fied suffrage, besides protection to peraon and

roperty nnder the law. Then he will take
c;lw!lJ of the resolution, but as it is, I believe it
is a pill Lie will not millingly swallow.

Hon. James Chesnut—-This resolution
caused some debate in the Committer, and 1t
was believed by the majority shat it wae our
duty asweil a8 our high policy, ko to frams
the action of the Demceratic party of South
Carclina, as to make a distinct pledge to the
colored people of the State, and induce them to
vote with us -in the approsehing eleciions.
For one, 1am quite of the opirion that the
gentleman from  Abbeville 48 ‘right ; and that
in addition to the very material nanouncement
that we do recognize the negrd 24 an integral
part of the body politic, we shonld declare that
he shall be admitted to the functions of goverc-
ment to that extent 3 h
capacity may hereafter entitlo him; that will -
imply the idea of quelified suffrage. Inmy
judgment euch an enunciation by this body
Would not be detrimental to tae public welfare.
It would add much to our gugcess, mve o8 &
most material advantage in discugsion with
those We ImAY bave to encounter during the
approaching canvass, and may induce these

eimy organi
ing organized. Perhups the convention may
the com-
Zittee was to submit the subject to the
consideration and sense of the body. For
my part I-_think it is a matter of policy—a
matter of right—and certainly it is the legal
sequence of the action of the people them-
Belves. When they declared emancipation, it
followed as a legal andlogical sequence that
mmmld not have in the same State an entire
populsation excluded in every possible
manner from the prmloﬁeu of government.,
Now, secure to the colored man qualified sal-
frage in the wisest possible way—it will not in-
terfere with you, and it will make him & good
citizen and a firm ally. Let us accept the
African auxiliaries, for we need them.

“®on. B. F. Perry—I heartily concur with the
views of the gentleman who has just taken his
seat. I have always been of the opinion, since
the emancipation of slaves, tha it was our duty
and troe policy to secure (o them, under certain
restriclions, the right to participate in the goy-
ernment of the country. 1 consider 1t abso-
lutely necessary to thé peace and order of
society, that this class of people who heve been
so suddenly elevated should enjoy n Lmited
franchise, Itis our safety valve. It will en-
courage them to educate themeelres--to acquire
intelligence and property; and when they nave
acquired intelligence end property, they be-
come in turn an exampic toothers below them;
and thus influences are set at work which beue-
fit society, preserve peace, and cstablish confi-
dence.

In Connecticut, two years sgo, when i:e
question ot universal snfirage was snbmitted
to the people, I am informed that the intelli-
gent_negroes themsclves went forward and
voted againstit, They seid, *‘when our col-
ored bretbren have acquired the intellizence
and property which we have, they will then be
entitled to exercise the rights and privileges
which we possese, but while they remaain iguo-
rant and destitute, we are unwilling to ail in
conferring upon them a privilege which makes
their influence equal to our own.” Irepeat
again, it is the safety valve of society, be-
cause you make good citizeny of these in-
telligent men, wherens if not enlitled to
this privilege, they might be distnrbers
of the public peace. The privilege, tuo, if con-
ferved, would cmbrace 80 few that they could
not exercise & great or controlling influence in
elections,

Many vears ago I enlertained the opinion in
regard to fagitive slaves, thet when o wan of

bringing him back here to stir up insurrection
and insubordination, he should be permitted to
stay there. Hu had won theprize, und I wounld
let him enjoy it. So now, in regard to voting.
}Yhen a colored man has acquired property and
intelligence, I wounld give bim n place in the

overnment, and secnre to him the right of a
reeman ot the bellot-box. During u visit to
Wushicgton, I had an interview with President
Johnson on this subject, end he concurred
the views I have suguested.  He said, further,
that if the Southern people would adopt quali-
fied suflrage, it would disarm the Radicals of the
country. Soonafterwardsblic wrotealetter to the
Governor of Mississippt, urgiug him to yse s
iitluence to secure thie suctess of the measure,
Mr. Doohittle, of Wiscousm, ene of the ablest
ndvoeates of Southern rights, in Lis great
speceh in the United States Sennte, not long
ago, promulzated the snie doetrine, namely

that it wes sbsurd to gve universal sufiruge
to the meproes of the South, bat Lhct those
who had acquired property and nteligenze
deeerved to have sufirage bestowed upon tham,
Aud, gentlemen, it is right, becuuse it is the
prize which the colored man has won, We are
going before the people of the country—whites
and uegroes alike—in this election, und, a4 wy
friend from Abbeville eays, it is proper to let
them Imow distinctly what we are willng to
concede—namely, thut we are willing to zive
the right of voting to those who will haudie
the tool withont damage: to tnemselves, while
we will keep the sharp uxe from the hands of
that larger class who would useit mdiscreetly,
gay this to the bleck wan, and 10 my opinion
you will secure thousands of votes to the Demo-
cratic party, and enist the co-operation of
those who otherwise will cast their 16t on the
other gide. I hope, therefore, that the resolo-
tion will be so amended as to express detinitely
the sense of the party, and jn so doiur 1am
sure we shgll contribute much to the peace and
quiet of soClety.

just uttered by the gentleman from Greenville.

qualified suffrage, I thought, and still believe,
be was right.

to which justice and his

eel & deep interest in the party now |-

color, by his intelligence aud love of liberty !
made his escape to o frec State, instead offees

Colozel J. P. Thomas—3peaking for myself
gnd not, for the commiilee, I ta.kugucunslu? 1o
express mY Learty coucurreoce in the views

have entertaned these tentiments ever since
the emancipution of our elaves, sud when the
proposition was first ioade in Comumbia by
Gen. Wade Hampton, to give to the pezroes

It will be remembered that before ihe aboli-
tion of the institutionof African slavery, the
people of the Sonthern States occupied a most
delicate position in thd eyes of the civilized
world. We found ourselves opposed at home
and abroad.

While I wasa slaveholder I certainiy consi-
dered it no violation of any moral law to_hold
slaves; but when, in the proyidence of God, the
institution passed away, anda convention of
our own State, solemnly assembled, . gave its
asgent to the act of emancipation, it oceurs to
me that, being in our p:dst, the participation
of the freedmen to some extent in the govern-
ment of the country fcllowed as a logical se-
quence, and I advocats that messure as a
peaceable solution of the great question now
agitating both the North and the South, Men
may tali flippantly of an approaching war
of racee. When that ¢vent ocours, it will be
the result of the machinationsof Radicals and
their white emissaries in our midst, and if L
know myeelf I ehall nof be one to shrink from
the issue. Let us, however, seek to solve this
grave problem. I believe it is possible and
compatible with the rights, dig.ity and inter-
cat of the white race. What 18 the condition
of affairs? We have in our midst foor millions
of people of a race which we believe to be in-
ferior. Thewr roots estend deeply into the
goil, and the question which comes home to
ave?' man is, what sha'l we do with these peo-
ple? We cannot let them suffer; we cannot
allow them to be ruined; we cannot transport
them to Liberia, for they have attachments to
the land es tender as our own. What then?
It is our duty to deal with them as members of
the body politic. To tleprive them of all par-
ticipation in the government is contrary to the
genius and spirit of tho age, contrary to prin-
ciple and econtrary to policy.

It may be suggestzd that such acourse
would be inconsistent with the interest of the
white race. Sir, it is especially for the inter-
ests of the white race ibat this measure is ad-
vocated. I have faith in the prestige of my
race; in the Anglo-Sexon enmergy which has
conquered wherever it bas marched; and under
the mfluence of this moral and equitable prin-
ciple, I expsct {hat these freedmen will ulti-
matei}' find the level which God intended them
to oceupy.

At the same time, while I hold out the clive
branch to Lhe black man, I would let him sce
beneath the leaves, written indeilibly in latters
of light, thet he never can gain the South!
[Applause.] We will giive to him that just and
proper participstion in the government to
which his qualifications may entitle him; but
we will never consent that he shall rule the
free white men of the South | [Great applause.]
We read our dutyin tha child’s eye, the wife's
eve, and the silent dust ot those who went be-
foreua! [Great applinse.

. The question was then taken and the resolu-
tion was adopted.

The following' resslutiens were adopted
without debate:

R:solved, That a committee of five be ap-
peinted by the chairmian to numnate a State
Ceatral Executive Committee, consisting of
seven members; o mijority of whom sb be
residents at Columbin.

Resolved, That the cheirman appoint 2 com-

.mittee of five to nowinate to this convention

stitable persons—two delegates at lerge and
one from each Congressional District—to rep-
resent the Democratie party of ihis Steto in
the Netiepal Democratic Convention, to be
held in the City of WNew York, on the 4th of
July next; and thatihe State Central Execu-
{ive Commitiee be atthorized to fill such ‘e~
cancies ps mMay occur.

Resolced, jurther, That tho State Central
Executive Committee ig3ue, through the press,
such documents as may be deemed conducive
to the purposes propased by this Convention.

Before considering this report, it was sug-
geeted that the' varicus papers submitted to
the committee be read to the convention.
Whereupon Governor Perry, Colonel Blanding
and Colonel Thomsas read these ers; and,
on motion, they were referred to the Executive
Committee, to be revised and published at the
enrliest day practicable,

Home discnasion took place between Hon. B.
F. Perry and Hon, W, B. Alzling a8 to the pro-

iety of publishing *hese papers immediately,

t by vote ol the convention Yhey were refer-
red a8 above stated. .

thoriged the publication of the following, which
was announced by Me, Perry as the proauotion
of General E. P. Alexander, Iate Chief of Artil-
lery of Longstreet's Corpe.

ADDRESS TO THE COLORED FEOPLE OF BOUTH
CABOLINA,

The convention of the Democratio Jnrt of
South Carolina feels'its high and bounden dut;
to speak to you car and earnestly, an
with no further apology than that our interests
are to a certain extent indentical,

Yon have been swidenly put i~ position to
cxercige certain po'wers, the sbuse of which
may result disastronsly to you and tous. It 18
impossible thal your presenl power can endure,
whether you use itfer good or él, The while
race already out-nmnbers you in the South.
Disease bas made she mortality among you
twice what it1s among, the whites, and the rate
is daily increasing. migration has earried off
thousands of your culor to distant States, while
it already begius to (1] their places with whites
from Europe. Let not your pride, nor yet
your pretended fnunds, flatter you into the
belief that you ever ean or ever will, for any
length of time, gosern the while men of the
Bouth. The world has never scen such & spec-
tacle, and its whole history, nnd especially the
history of your race, gives no ground for the
anticipation, Periaps, however, you expect
to attain power by the aid of the Radical party
ut the North. The Almighty in His wisdom,
{perhaps to preveni the amalgamation of the
sepurate races which he created aud marked),
has implanted in every human breast s senti-
menl culled the prijudice of race;and when
this feeling is onea aroused, it 1s one of the
strongest and mos: universal passions ol our
patures, When yoar race was among us g
gluves, this seutimznt slumbered, aad ouly a
compassion for you mflnenced every honest
heart—those among your masters—to treab
you kindly; those who believed you wronged,
desired to set you free. When you were sch
free compassion ceased to exist. When undue

wer was given vou by the Radical party,
from motives which all men deprecated and
despsed), prejudice of race s)rang up. The
whites of this Stale endsavored to allayit—
Jere. at least—by iavitiny you to a courseand
o cowpromise which would have given it noth-
ing 10 teed upon. But their efforts resuited in
such au utter failure, that it would be mortify-
ing bad it not bees & clristian duty to make
the efiort, Every step of your political carcer,
so far, has cultivated this prejudice, untilit
now speaks alond in England and is already
Iy changg the pglitics of the entie
North. thisis the odimn' Which musl soon
prove the death of the Rad.cal party. It is too
strong to be 1esisted, Leing thie operation of
law of nuture, Do you not see it even in your
white Hadical friends, in spite of their indus-
trious efiurts to conceal il, so long as they have
use for vou? Is it mot aparent, also, in the offi-
cers and men, the very private soldiers of the
army whose bayorets still prop up your power,
only because they are Lid todo it? Do you
flatyer yourselves that your *‘Loral Leagues™
can prevail against it 7 ~Blood 1s thicker thap
water,” and tue leigue which the Almiglity hus
organized iy one to which there will be no
truitors, when once an issue is fairly made,

To repeat, then. as we began: Your present

ower must surciy and soun pass from you.
Nothing tuat it bailds will stan and nothing
will remaiu of it bat the prejudices it may
create. Lt is, thesefore, & most dangerous tow
thas von are han.iling. Onr leaders, both white
and black, are usin: your votes for nothing but
thedr indevidual gain.  Mauy of them you nuve
oniy known, herctafore, to despise end misuroat,
anlit commandeil by vour leagues to vote for
them. Oftices ard salaries [or themselves are
the Leizhis of theirambitions; and =o thet they
meke tay while *he sun shines, they care not
who is ccaght inthe storm that follows. Al-
ready tney bave driven awuy ell capitul and
eredit froin the douth; and while they draw
eleven dollurs o dey, thousands amony yonare
tarown out of t-mplo;.‘mcut. and starve simply
tor leck of worl What few cncerprises are
earried on are orly the work of Soutucro 106,
who have faith that the present state of affairs
18 but temporarv. Lle worla does nob offer
better oppurtunities for the employment of
cupital then are to be found in the South, bat
will your Radiva! friends send their money here
to invest! Not cnedollar. Lhey would justes
soon venture ou investments in Haytior Li-
Leria, as commit tueir money to the influence
of yourlegi-lution. Capital Lay learned to
shial it a5 u dewdly pingue.

We, therefore, urge and wara you, by all the
ties of var former reletions, still strong aod
binding in tuousands of cases, by o cummon
christianity and by the mmiuel welfare of our
two races, whom Providence has thrown to-
gether, 1o bewase of the course on which your
leaders nye urging you, o o blind folly which
will surely roun buth vou and them.

We do not pretend fo be better friende to

Subsequently the ‘ommittee revized and au- |

your race than we are to onrselves, and we only
speak where we are nmot invited because your
welfare concerns ours. If you destroy your-
selves you injure and though but little
compared with the harm yon will do your-
selves, wo wounld if we coul

ds‘liger. =
e are not in any condition to make you any
omises or to propose to you any compromises
‘e con do nothing but await the course of
events—but this we do without the glightest
misgiving or apprehension for ourselves. We
shall not give up our country, and time will
soon restore our control of it But we
ly cantion you, and beg you in the meanwhile,
to beware of the nse you make of your tempo-
Tary power, Remember that your race has
nothing to gain and everything to lose, if you
invoke that prejudice of race which, since the
world was made, has ever driven the weaker
tribe to the wall. Forsake, then, the wicked
and stupid men who would involve you in .his
folly, and make to yourselves friends and nob
enemics of the white citizens of Bouth Caro-

lina.

_ On motion of Mr. W. 8. Mullins, the follow-
ing committee withdrew to nominate candi-
detes for the State offices:

John 8. Preston, Richland; John H. Counts,
Lexington: G. Cannon, 8 burg; Dr. Me-
Swain, Lanrens; F. M. Wennamaker, Orange-
burg; W. L. DePass, Eershaw; C, C. Hender-
son, Colleton; F. §. Parker, Georgetown; J.
Mason, York; W. H. Campbell, Greenville; Ma-
or Hamilton, Chester; J. Evans, Barpwell; D.

ggett, Marion; D. W. Aiken Abbeville; 8. B,
Chapman, Newberry; P. Earle, Anderson; T.
B. Jeter, Union; T. 8. McCants, SBumter; L.
Schiller, Edgefeld; W.J. Alston, Fairfield.

Under the fifth resoclution, the chairman a]
{:ointed the following committees to nominate
ha State Central Execative Committee:
%Il?i‘urs. Preston, Blanding, Foster, Schiller and

e

The following committee was also appoin ted
to nominate delegates to the Nalional Demo-
cratic Convention, to assemble in New York, on
the 4th of July: Messrs. Campbell, Gregg,
Vance, Henderson and Wnoﬂwmi;:

The Convention then took a recess until half-
past 7 o’clock P. M.

EVENING SBESSION.

The convention reassembled at half-past 7
o'clock. The chairman announced that the
{rst business in order was the report of the
committee to vominste Btate officers.

Mr. DePass, the chairmean of the commit-
tee, reported as follows:

For Governor—Hon, W. D. Porter, of
Charlesten. !

For Lieutenant-Governor—Hon. T. C. Perrin,
of Abbeville,

Secretary of Slate—Ellison Capers.

Adjutant and Inspector-General—Col. J. P.

omas.

Treasurer—Wm. Hood,

Comptroller-General—S. L. Leaphart. .

Attorney-General—L W. Hayme.

Superntendent of Education—J. A. Leland.

Gen, Preston, from the committee to nomi-
nate delegates for the State Central Executive
Committee, reported the following: Wade
Hampton, J. P. Thomas, F. W, MeMaster,
Joseph D. Pope, of Richland; Wm. Shannon, of
Eerahaw; 8. McGowaa, of aﬁbevi.lle; and Pric-
lean Hamilton, of Chester.

My, Gregg, from the commitiee to nominate
delegates to the Democratic Convention in New
York, on the Fourth of July, reported:

For the State at Large—B. ¥, Perry, James
Chesnat; alternates, J. A. Inglis, A. P. Aldrich.

First District—W. 8. Mullins; J. B, Eer-
ghaw, alternate, ¢

Second Distiicl—Carlos Trecy; M. L. Bon-
ham, alternate.

Third District—J. 8. Preston; W. B. Btan-
ley, alternate,

‘Fourth District—A. Burt; W. D. Simpson,
alternate.

Governor Perry moved that the delegations
from the different Congressional Districts
pominate members of Congress, which was
agreed to. B

‘After consultation, the following nomina-
tions were made:

First Congressiocal Distriet—com of
the Disl?'icnt:t of Lancaster, Chaﬁwrﬁe Marl-
borong! lington, Marion, Horry, George-
to Whlimabqnt:g, Sumter, Clarendon snd
K w—J. N. Frnierson. ;

Second Congressional District—composed of
the Districta of Charleston, Collston, Beaulork,
and Barnwell—Johnson Hegood.

Third Congressional District—composed of
Orangeburg, Riculand, Newberry,
Edgeficld, Abbeville and Anderson—8. McGow-

an,

Fourth Congressional District—composed of
&anee. Pickens, Greenville, Laorens, Spar-
tanbn;f, Umon, York, Chester and Fnirﬂefd—

u

McAliley.

Col. Thomas stated that, as it has been as-
gerted by eminent legal gentlemen, that many
portiona of the Charleston copstitution were
1llegal, he moved that the Hon. A, Burt, chair-
man of this convention, be requested to give
his legal opinion on this subject; which was
unonimously agreed to, and the Hon. James
Chesnut was requested to take the chair.

SFEECE OF HON. A. BURT.

Mr. Burt spoke a8 follows:

Gentlemen of the Convention—I assure you
that nothing but liam- request could bave in-
duced me to break the siience which I have
observed daring the deliberations of this body.
Iam buta mere lawyer, and, therefore, nnfa-
miliar with the discussion of general ques-
tions; and were it not that I deem this an ex-
traordinary occasion, when subjects force
themselves upon us which invclve our very ex-
istence, I should beg leaye to retain my seat.
When, however, I remember that the next few
months mast, as I believe, decide our fate for
dreary years to come, it not forever, I should
not be faithful -0 the impulse of my own heart;
L hould not be faithful to that State which 1
love with the affection of a som, did I not add
whatever I may to the councils of my conntry-

men.

Wo have lost not only s great cause, but wo
have lost our comstitution, our eountry, our
Jiberty; and mo map who is true to thein-
stinets of his race should hesitate under the
circumstances to offer whatever others may
think condueive to the formation ofa right
judgment in the extraordinary estremity in
which we find ourselves.

Ihave, gentlemen, & most deliberate und
honest conviction that tho constitution which
hes boeen adopted by & convention recently as-
gombled in the City of Charleston is fatal, not
only to the welfare, but to the very existence
Sfthe two races whio now inhabit the State. 1
think itis o most merciless imposition upon
both races of & form of government adopted by
States and pe?ls, 18 essontially alien from us
a8 are England or Rusgin—o people who have
not an interest or a sentiment in common with
onr own.

OF tlie politieal principles which are asserted
in that constitution, I do not proposc to speak.
f need only say that I concur fully, heartily and
earnestly with the sentiments uttered by mern-
bors of this convention. Alow me, however,
to address my remarks to such foatures of that
instrument a8 concern us all—the white man
and the black man—ueither of whom, in my
judgment, can bear the burden whicl it has im-
posed.

1 protest epainst that constitution, gentle-
meu, Lecause it secks to destroy our entire past
—to blot out our history and destroy its every
handiwork; because it aims to destroy that
which is valuable, to all people, and without
which none ever attained to greatness—tho
memoties and traditions of the past. Letil
suffite to 82y to vou that evenin the gubdivis-
10us of the State, which they bave denoaninated
counties, they have sonzht to erase all the me-
morials of the pas:, and [ solemnly believe they
hive resolved to extiuguish oll tho laws of the
prosent. =

AL anelysis of the provisions of the mew
e ustitubion, which coafer the power of taxa-
tiou, 1 have not a douvt, will assure suy can-
did tmivid that no people on this coatinent can
endare the burdens which it imposes, The
prisciple wineh pervades that entire instru-
pent is that all taxation, except for a siogle
pricpose, shall be imposed unon real estateand
wpou the nzsme from the sale of merchandise.
In estimating the inequality of taxation, we
eannn: omib the facl of tie gicat diversity be-
Lween the two races which mbabit the State.
At tbiz moment the taxabie property is held by
onc reee, and under that constituti ‘n the po-
liticat power is vested exclusively in the other.
Not oaly are the ordingry appropriations tor
the civil service of the Blate imposed ugan
the property held by the smaller fumber, but
the other raee, as a race. s at the present mo-
ment entirely excmpt from auy taxation, £x-
cept tor the support of pubtic sehools, A very
lirwe number of the race which owD the taxa-
ble vroperty are disfranchised—cannot vote,
2ud cannor even hold the bumblest office cre-
ated by that constitution; while all o:hers,
Withant reference to property, to educational
qualifeation, to pest citizenship, or any other
qualiticntion, are ullowed to vote. Need Isay
that tLis is o condition of thinga which the
world never before witnessed ! Your anceslors
proclaimed 2 centanent which hae thrilled

d avert the whole

American heart, reached to dia-
tant countries, and been incorporated into
their constitutions and laws. It is this, that
Ao W E e, 1 8.largs ciase of
ow, not on 8l [ 0
0 -holders in Sonth Carolina disquali-
fied to vote or hold office, but those who may
vote or hold office are not required to have any
fropert{ qualification or to kmow a letter of
he alphabet, as many of them will not know.
I say that a more arrant a infamous spo
tion of s class was never designed by sny
qu‘m utlli Ehe u%fﬁe oght'ha earth.
ow what m e consequences. Proper-
ty under forms of law,.in the guise of taxation,
will bs transferred from the hands of those who
now possess it to others. It is inevitable. The
holders of taxable property in South
cannot to-day, and willnot hereafter, be able to,
pay the taxes imposed upon them. -
v of you are able to form some reasons~
ble conjecture as to the number of paupers who
will sssert their claims upon the charity and'
sympathy of the State, ¥ou have already had.
some experience with reference t§ one race,
and I smd&erménd you will not have the
slightest difficulty in making your caleulations.
Not evena n father, son or husband is re-
quired to contribute a dollar towards the sup-

through every

port of the paupers of his race.
Here I desire most distinctly and emphati-
cally to sddress some views to the colored

race in the sState, Your proceedings in this
convention should assure them that you re-
Epct their rights, that they have syour sympa~-
ies, and _thargou have pledged yourselves t0
em the richt of sufirage, and
thus of participating in the government, If
there be any colored man who intends to be in-
dusirious, and moral—to elevate him-
self and family—to that man I desire {osay one
word: Let him acquire real estate and learn to
read and write, 8o that he may be placed in the
category of the white man who owns taxable™
property, and if I am not totally mistaken in
the opinion I have derived from a careful and
critical examination of the new constitation,
he will be unable to retain his p
ears. It will be taken from him by

s own;race who are idle, thriftless,
not mean towork., Henceit is that Im
all ble colored men, who i
hopes of future erity, to denounce that
constitution and join his patural, ancient and
true friends in opposing its ratification.

1t is eaid that tﬁe homestead clause will in-
duce many of both racea to vote in favor of the
counstitution. Upon this subject let me make
s few observations. In the first: , _the
homestead is not exempted from the burdens
of taxation, and may be sold for taxes. In the
next place, I contidently declare, 28 a lawyer in
the presence of ].a?ers, that there is not &
court in the United Btates, and no court can be
jonrﬁgamzed_ ﬁﬁrmwxx con.eEtimﬁo%. omhi of

&8 impo! m New England, 0,'or
‘Africa, whnich would dare to hold that that
homestend is exempt from antecedent debta.
‘I'hat convention well knew it, and those who
sy otherwise, in my Judgmmt, most ingida-
ously intend to mislead and deceive the people.
It is too clear for argument that that home-
ustead provisiou can protect no white or black
.nan from the debts which he owed at the time
the constitution was framed, or when it shall
be ratified, and those who rely upon it will find
that it 15 2 snare and & delusion.

I come now to speak for a moment only upon
another provision of that constitution, which
annuls all debts of which slaves were the con- -
sideration. Ido rot know that you possess
the information, but I feel anth-rized to say
that I do know that the Chief Justice of the
United States being consulted in reference to
these debts expressed the opinion, although
unofficially, that they were 88 binding a8 any
other debts, and that the Supreme Court of
the United States would be obliged to hold.
The United States District Judge of South
Carcline ot the last term of his court held
thet these debts were valid and obligatory, and
1 eay, a8 & lawyer, without a fear that one of
my distinguished professional brethren will
dissent from the Eﬁm thas these debts are -
s valid as other contracted prior to the
war, and that those who are thus indebted, al-
though the property has been swept away, will
eventualiy be compelled. ﬂ;;uymr the same,
‘What is there peculiar to!these debts which
should make them null and void? It is mot
they were con-
tracted hes been taken from us; for, nﬁunthsg )
“ﬂm“’“"* ety ouk ‘The i explans-

es 8t. e .cue

onhis to be found 1’1’1 the gentiment of the con-
vention.

To enforce these debts was in their opinion -
B me Cours but ehesy depAriment

y the me ut every de

of the i;ieo‘:lﬂamnemt of thalan United S_um bas
T8Co, properly in slaves. This 2
})emgntu have been ignored by ths convenﬁog:
'or they distinetly asserted theright to ]gnﬂ.l- ;
ate debts of every description. Yet if their ob-
ject was to relieve the country, why should
they confine themselves to the repudiation'of &
gpecial class of debts? '[bers is no reason, ex-
cept that it was done in the mers capricions-
negs of power. T 3

There is another provision of the constitution
to whuch I desire to advert, In the
tion of the judicial power of the State, the con-
vention has created Cotirts of General Bessions,
Courts of Common Pleas, and a Court of Ap-
pellate Junediction,

1t is provided farther, that o judge of learn-
ing and experience shall express no opinion to
a jury upon the facts of the caze, and 2s I under-
stand that constiiution, there can be no a;
to this Court of Appellate Jurisdiction, thus
introducing into the very courts an element of
popular daug:t_im wh.ch they have introdue-
&4 into the baiiot bux and all clections. ‘Agsir,
justices of the peace are to bave jurisdiction of
all sums not ezceeding one hundred dollars,
and of all crimes below the grade of felony, and
that jurisdiction is to be exercised withont &
jury. These justices of the peace are to be
elected by th;senpie. and thus will possess o
tremendons startlin g power over the per-
gonal liberty and property of every citizen,
whlixt:e or?ﬁi& titution with such

my judgment, a cons on 81
enormities in it will prove fatal to both races,
and more fatal tq the black than to the whites. -
Th- colored mamwho has acquired property
has reelly more interest in preventing that
constitution from becoming the fundamental
lawof the State than vou have, and Itrusihe
will not allow himself to be deluded by thoee
who would make him believe that it is his in-
torest to oppose the veople who have resred
and nurtored him through life, . So cumbrous
and complicated is the machinery of that con-
stitution, corsisting, ne it does, of the most
winute details, and €0 burdensome will be the
government, which it inau gurates, that you will
be crushed by it. Youcannot bear it. As well
might the heavy harness of the mailed warror
be put npon the limba of an infant as for these
burdens to be imposed upon the impoverished
people of Sonth Carolina. Nome but & people
rich and lnghly educated can live under thst
constitution.  Try av if you will, but I tell
von, gentlemen, that antagonism will be excit-
2d between the two races, and coutlict may be
the resalt. Under it peace and harmony are
utterly impossible in South Carolina, -

1 have seen in some of the addresses which
the various cmissaries now traversing the
State Lave mede to unite the colored people,
threats of violence and blooé. Iam a man of
peace. I counsel no resistace by arms.
counsel no resistamce except by moral sgen-
cies; but I docall upon every whitz man in
South Carcling, and upon every colored man
who has any hopes ir. the future, to defeat that.
constitution by all the means which our oppres-
sory permit us to use! {Applause.)

You, gentlemen, owe it to your sons—to those
noble Bu_va who now sleep in soldier's graves;
you owa it 1o your fathers, your families; to
maonbood, to men and lo Heaven, to employ
every exertion to prevent this infamous at-
tempt to cast reproach upon yoar past and the
work of your ancestors. If there bean indi-
vidual who doubts as to bis duty, and be have
a dead soldier boy asleciupou tue battle field,
I advise him to go to that grave and take in-
spiration from the spirit that lingers around
the sput, (Applause.)

On the conelusion of this address, o resolue-
tion was adopted, that the thanks of this con-
vention b2 tenderel to the Hon. A Bart, for
th=uble, lucid and searching analysis of that
instrument promulgated by the convention in
Charleston, and that he be requested to fur- -
nish a copy to the Executive Committee for.
publication.

Mr. Jeter, seconded by My, Caanon, submit-.
ted o resolution, that the Distzict Associations.
nominate suitable persons as candidatés for.:
State officers; and also appoint speakers to ad--
dress tho citizens, irrespective of color; besides
sape:vis:ng the ballot-boxes, 80 as, if possible,
to preveot fraud. to.

After the aduption of & resolution of thanks
to the chwmsuﬁor the faithfal discharge of

bestow upon

ose of

his duties—i0 which an eloguent r:sponse was.
mads—the convention adjourned sine die,.

‘.



