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MODEL EXPERIMENT STATION.

Uncle Sam’s Farm on What was Formerly
Gen. R. E. Lee’s Estate at Arlington.

One of the most famous farms in
the United States is being conducted
by Uncle Sam, a genuine horny-hand-
ed farmer, on a portion of the historie
estate formerly the home of Gen,
Robert ¥. Lea. Two hundred acres
are sct apart for farmiug operations,
the remainder of the estate being the
National Military Cemetery, where are
buried 16,000 Union soldiers, who
lost their lives during the war be-
tween the States. A few of the Custis
and Lee ancestors are also buried in
an obscure portion of Arlington.
Uncle Sam is not engaged in farming
for his own profit, but for the benefit
of the farmers of the entire country,
who will be given the results of the
most cxpert agriculturists in the
country, who are in the cmploy of
the Government and who manage the
farm.

For moré than a year laborers have
been engaged in clearing the land and
preparing it for erops. Modern build-
ings are in course of construction and
within a short time the farm will be
in full operation. All branches of
this important industry will be con-
ducted at the Arlington farm. The fin-
est aattle willbe bred and a madel dairy
will be in operatior. DButter of the
best quality will be manufactured and
if it is poseible to do so better grades
than are now on the market will be
made. Breeding of superior wheat,
corn and oats will also be attempted.
Disenses of cattle will be studied.
New fruits will be introduced and
those already grown in this country
will be grown to perfection. Discasca
of pears, peaches, plums and other
fruit will be studied with a view to
stamping out the troublesomo ail-
mente of fruits and making fruit

~geowing more profieable, Experiments |
~#or the purposé of determinlig the best
forage crops to grow and the most
economical plans for feeding cattle
will be some of the features of this
interesting place, Great rosults are
expected and Secretary Wilson is tak-
ing great pride in directing this work.
That portion of the Lee estate which
has been set apart for farming pur-
psaes is about the poorest piece of
land in this seotion of the country,
having been worn out. It was entirely
unfit for agrivultural purposes and it
was necessary to fertilize and improve
it. ;The experts of the agriounltural
department expect to demonstrate
that the poorest land in the country
ean be profitably utilized for suocess-
ful farming operations. Gen. Lee's
former home is one of the most beau-
tiful spots in the vicivity of the Na-)
tional Oapital. The mansion stands
on ihe brow of & hill, whioh slopes
away half a mile to the Potomao, 200
feet below. The view from the porti-
00 of the old mansion has: been famed
for a century. When Gen. Lafayette
was g guest at. Arlington he pronoun-
oad the prospect from the porch one
of the most beantiful he had ever
looked upon. Since Gen. Lafayette’s
visit the view has been cha ged, new
- beauties being added, whilo some of
the old ones were destroyed by the
ravages of war. The completed Cap-
itol, with its-imposing dome, the sym-
meuinal Washington monument, the
beautiful Congressional Library and
other architectual features have taken
their places in the picture, while a
. grove of majestic ‘trees which graced
the slope below the house were utter-
ly destroyed during the greatest oivil
conflict ever waged. Arlington House
was built in 1802 by George. Wash-
ington Custis, the son of John Park
Custis, whose widowed mother beoame
Mrs. Martha Washington. When
Col. John Parke Custis died, at the
siege of Yorktown, Gen. George
washington adopted as his own the
two children, (George Washington,

. Parke Custis and Eleanor Parke (Jus- |

tia, who lived to be cousidered one of
the most beauntiful women ol her day.
Thenceforward Custis was a member
of the Mount:Vernon household until
after the death of Mrs. Washington
in 1802, whet he removed to his Ar-
lington estate. The portico of the
mansion, with its great Dorio columns,
was motelled after that of the Temple
of Theseus' at Athens. At the rear
of the mansion ~re the original ser-
vant's quartern and the stables, in
which is one of the coaches used
by Gen. Wsahmgmn Before the
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war the rooms of the mansion
were stored with a rich and valuable
collection of mementos and memorials,
many of which were brought from
Mount Vernon. They consisted of
portraits, pictures, silver table ware,
housekold furniture and ornamente,
Some of these are now on exhibition
in the National Museum, while others
have been returned to their original
place at Mount Vernon. Mr. Custis
was a talented man and much of his
time was employed in painting battle
scenes of the Revolution. The old
well, from which Gen. Washington's

water, has becn preserved, and visi-
tors to this historic place are permit-
ted to lower the bucket and drink of
the refreshing water. After the death
of Ucorge Washington Parke Custis,
Gen. Lee who married the sister of
tlie younger Custis,ocoupied the estate.
Gen. Lee lefi Arlington April 22,
1861, to take the field at the begin-
niog of the civil war. After the de-
parture of Gen, Lee and ‘his family
the Federal troops took possession of
Arlington and the precious mementos
with which the mansion was filled
were dispersed and many of them have
never been recovered. The home of
Gen. Lee is" now occupied by the
superintendent of the grounds. In
the room on the left of the hall, for-
merly the main drawing room, is kept
a register in which visitors record
their names, With the advent of the
Federal troops the mansion was con-
verted into headquarters for the
officers and the grounds into a camp,
As the war progressed and tho wound-
ed inoreased in number a hospital w2
established. When other cemetery
grounds no longer sufficed for the
burial of the dead the leyel plateaux
and grassy slopes of Arlington were,
by order of Quartermaster Gen. Meige,
devoted to the purpose of a military
cemetery. By the irony of fate the
firat grave prepared was for a Confed-
erate prisoner. Before the close of
the war the property was sold for de-
linquent taxes and the Government
purchased it, paying $26,100. In 1877
Geoorge Washington Lee, heir under
the Custis will, inati. ‘ed suit to re-
cover the estate. He succeeded in
establiching his legal title to the
property, but was barred by the Unit-
ed States Courts from further action
to seoure possession. The claim was
adjusted, however, to his satisfao-
tion by the payment to him' by the
United States Goveroment of $150,-
000. George Washington Parke Cus-
tis and his wife are buried at Arling-
ton. A marble shaft marks their
graves, which are in a retired spot
near the limit of the southwestern
plateau. Gen. Lee and Mary Custis
were married “in tho drawing room of
Arliogton, where visitors to-day regis-
ter thoir names, Many of the leading
Federal generals are buried at Arling-
ton, and one of the most mtarestlng
gpots in this historie plnoe 18 4 monr-
ment to the unknown dead. Their
names, their friends, and their homes
weve all unknown. The simple and
dramatic story is told in the letters
chiselled on the monument's granite
face:
Beneath this Stone
Repose the Bonea of Two Thousand
One Hunvred and Eféven
Unknown Soldiers,
Gathered After the War from the
Kields of Bull Run and the Route
to the Rappahannock.

Their Remains could not be Idenuﬁed
but their Names and Death are
Recorded in the Archives of their
Country and ite Grateful Citizens
Honor Them as of their Noble Army
of Martyrs.

May they rest in peaoce.
September, A. D., 1866.

Soldiers are buried at Arlington
every day. DBy far the most interest-
ing section of the cemotery is located
on th: southwestern slope. It is
where are buricd the ‘‘boys in* blue’’
from the North, South, East and
West, who gave their lives to their
country during the Spanish wsr, whon
the South attested itsloyalty to the
Government and cemented the Union
with blood shed on the battlefiolds of
Cuba and made the nation a woild
power. No other country on the
globe oan boast of such am hiatorio
farm. A short distance  from the
graves of dead Confederate prisoners
and Fedeal officers and of the descen-
dants of those who wore tho blue and
the grey oan be heard the busy far-

‘Y mers af their lnbora, the result of

which will be given to all alike. Itis

1the- ‘hope! and’ wish of the Beorotary
|'of ‘Agricultute that North and South,
‘| Edat and ‘West, will benefit: from tha

work beiog carried on . within' the con-
Mfinés of the historie estaie which has

| figured so largely in tie nnf.lun 8..des:

tiny, —Nows and Courier.

i ) - The darker a piazza i€ tha eas‘er'

f6is tolﬂndt 31;1 aittlng thare.

table was supplicd with sparkling-

Justice Jones” Oat Crop.
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fina vields of cats this year have been
noted recently in this correspondence.
In this connection the result of an
experiment made by Mr. Geo. W.
Jones, manager of Judge Ira B,
Jone's farms, is well worth mention-
ing. Judge Jones made a practical
test of a theory in regard to oat plant-
ing that Col. Redding, of the Georgia
experiment station, has been exploit-
ing for several years, a leading feature
of which is the non-covering of the
seed by ploughing or harrowing, as is
usually done. Forthe purpose of the
experiment Mr. Jones selected ten
acres of very oridinary upland. The
ground was first broken up with
ploughs and then harrowed. The
breaking was done uiagonally across
the terraces and the harrowing parallel
with them. Then, with a four-inch
grab, furrows cighteen inche. apart
were run, along with the terraces,
throughout the field. Thus prepared,
seventcen bushels of oats were sown
broadcast over the ten acres. Noth-
ing whatever wus done to cover the
sced, The preparation of the soil
and the sowing were dome in the
month of October. Judge Jones
himself was sceptical as to results,
but his manager was so confident (f
success that he voluntcered to pay
all expenses in-case the experimant
proved to be a failure.

Soms two or threec weeks ago the
oal3 on the land were cut and harvest-
ed; and, notwithstanding the fact
that this has beeu a very unfavorable
year for small grain, the yield turned
out to be 523 dozen bundles. The
total expense, cost of seed, ploughing,
harrowing and harvesting, was $39.85,
leaving, at present price of oats, a net
profit of over ten dollars per acre. No
fertilizers of any kind were 'used,
Similar land planted in the ordinary
way did not make a third as much.

One of the advantages of the fur-
rows referred to was the protection
they afforded the oats from the dam-
aging effeots of freezes. Hveryfreeze,
in fact, Judge Jonesa eays, instead of
doing injury, acted as a ‘‘working'’ to
the crop.—News and Courier.
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Cotton and the Negro,

New Orleans, La.,, Juoe 26.—The
Chronicle says: ‘It is notorious
that nearly all the cotton is the pro-
duect of negro labor pow, as it was in
the days of slavery. If it is true,
then, as the Southern whites allege,
that tho employment of negroes are
now more diversified than they for-
merly were, the inference regarding
their comparative efficiency as free
men is okvions.'

The Chroniole is wrong in its facts
and mistsken in its conclusion, as yon
will find, if you turn to the United
States vensus or inquire of the United
States departmeat of agriculture.

The biggest cotton producing coun-
ty of the South is Willlamson County,
Texas, which produced 89,237 bales,
aocording to the census. Its popula-
tion 18, 83,750 whiie and 4,392 ne-
groes. -The negroes constitute only 15
per cent of -its farm lchor and raise Jess
than 16 per cent of the o tt 23, The seo-
ond biggest cotton producc: is Ellis
County, also in Texas, with 86,639
bales; population, 42,216 whites, 4,841
negroes. The negroes furnish 12 per
aent of the farm labor and about the
same, percentage of the cotton orop.
And go on down the list,

Of the ninetecn biggest cotton
Uounties in the South sixteen are
overwhelmingly white and nearly all
the farm work is done by whites.
This tendency has been marked for
years and the produsticn of cotton in
most of the Southern States is shift-
ing away from the black belt to the
white sections. ;

The increase in the cotton produc-.
tion of the Sounth in the last two : de-
cades is due msinly to tho labor of
the whites. The crop of ante-bellum
days wag the produot almost wholly
of negro labor. The OChroniela is
mistaken in supposing this to he the
case today. ' The negro Counties gen-
erally produce less cotton than in.
slavery days.—Chicago Chronicle.

Horses Searco and Migh,

““I have not known a period when
horses were so soarce or so high,”
said T. E. Gilbert, of Oincinnati, at
the Hovel Barton. ‘I am in the bus-
iness and have of late -been sconnng
Kentucky and  Ohio with s view of
purchasing” a good-sized' bunsh, but
had very voor euccess, More paoplo
want to buy than sell and prices aro at:
a point'where it is imgoreible for deal-
ers to make any profits. *'I'he gountry
was drained of horss flesh during ouve
war:with Spain, and !arther depletion
was caused by the Boer war, It will
take several years to make up the de-
ficienoy and high prices will uonzmno -
The automobile oraza has. had no per-
oeptive effect on the demand for high
class animals; and I do not believe

that it will ever get 80 violent as to.

make people jndifferent to tho delight
of simng behiad! a puir of Ingh nup-
pers.’ : ;
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Cotton Mil Loss.

Spartapburg, June 28.—1The direc-
tors of the Clifton wills have issued a
circular to the stoockholders setting
forth the losses and present condition
at these mill towns in concige, acou-
rate maoner. Theloss on mills Nos.
1 and 2 is estimated at £300,000, and
when these faotories are again put in
shape for operation, the company will
have 50,000 spindles: and necessary
loom accompaniment at work. At
Mill No. 2 four warehouses, along
with 1,794 bales of cotton were total-
ly destroyed. Sixty cottages -and a
number of lives were also lost at this
mill. Ao inspection of the property
of the Clifton company entire, on
Pacolet river as it now stands, places
an estimate of its value at $1,000,000
by the directors. This will proveca
solid basia on which to reestablish the
wills. About 9,000 bales of cotton
were also saved from the flood and no
manufactured goods lost 80 with
quick ussets in band to convert into
cash, an amount more than sufficient
to cover all indebtedness is realized.

At a recent meeting of the direc-
tors of the D, E, Converse Co.—the
Glendalo mills—the coming semi-an-
nual dividend duc on July 1, wa= re-
scinded. The loss at Glendale Nos. &
and 2, is estimated at from $£60,000 to
$65,000. The capital stock is £300,-
000, which will be morensed.u to $500,-
000 in July.

A meeting of the central relief com-
mittee was held this morning at which
reports from sub-committees at the’
Cliftons and at Pacolet were heard,
and vgrious matters discussed. Tbem
are a number of sick people at Clifion
who are being carred for by the com-
mittee, through the sub committees.
A number of flood sufferers in the
county have been aided by the com-
mittee. . At Pacolet mills the com-
pany and the sub-committees have
tiken the matter of earing for the de-
serving in hand, with knowiedge of
the amount of the relief fund, and
they have, as yet, made no report. As
near as practicable in the future the
central relief committee aims to have
an itemized atatement published of all
‘moneys received and disbursed.

$145,000,000 Worth of Eggs. °

G:aurga Fayette Thompson, of the
Agricultural depattment, has written
A treatise upon the modern hen which
contains information of interest. In
tho first place Mr. Thompson deolares
that the average get-rich-quick con-
cern stands in about the same relztion
to an up-to-date hen as does an ice
wagon to an automobile. As a rapid
accumulator of financial resources the
hen is in the same olass as . oil wells
and gold mines. The thoroughly

hatohing eggs. S8he leaves that work
entirely to the inombator, while she

more profitable labor of "f)rod'umng
egas.

discovered that thereis s proportion-
ately smaller number of fowls, but by
the adoption of labor and time saving
machines the lesser number has been
able to produge a congtantly inereas-
ing oniput of eggs. . The treatise con-
tains so much interesting information
about the hen and her product that
Seorotary Wilson has detormined to
inoorpo=ate it.in the forthcoming year
book ot the department of sgriculture.

Prof. Thompson, who isalso a sta-
tistician of reputation, has discovered
that in the city of New York each
family of five persons consumes on an
average four eggs a day. In Oh;uago,
if it is accepted that the city has
‘reached a population of 2,000,000, the
ratio of egg eonnumng is higher and
every person in the oity manages to

the year.

. The produstion of pnult.ry ahd. eggn_
is the most profitable of 21l industries.
Mr. Thompson estimates that a. thor

per cont. ‘profit for her ownper, In
thirty-three states and terrltonea thu
value of eggs exceeds the value of the
poulery product, Tho sgg preduct in
the United States smounts to more;
when measured by dollars and ceats,
than the combined gold and ail-ur pro-
duction. This does not take the pnul--
try into account at all,’ N
The value of thq oumbmed punlu:
sad egg product would be heariy_ dou-
ble that of the precious _matuls
value bf the lnﬁnatry ipejnas six times
that of the wool produot.:  Bull, egga
have taken only an inoonapiouuua_
place in tariff debates, Proteationists
and tariff reformers are in & perpoiml
row over vool, but the houn maken” no_
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One Way to Suffocate a Frog.

A {frog cannot breathe with his
mouth open. The conformation of
his breathing apparatus js such that
when his mouth is open his nostrils
will be closed, and, paradoxical as
it may seem, all _you have to do to
‘suffocate a frog is to put a stick in

his mouth ro he cznnot shut his§
jawe. It is a strange phenomenon, ]

?robably unparalleled in animal his-
tory,
leases may make the ex%eanmrm
ough it certmnlj' will
treus to the frog. -

The Meadow Lark. /

Most meadow larks migrate to the
south. A few remain in the New
England and middle states during
the winter. This bird and our bob-
olink nre the best two singers of
the lowlands. “The bobolink mood
i8 one of care free happiness; the
meadow lark’s-suggests the fervent
joy that is akin to pain,” says Flor-
ence Merriam Bailey. The meadow
lark’s song has been well translated
as “a clear, piercing whistlo, sprmg

| 0’ the y-e-a-r, spring o’ thc year”—

ft. Nlcholus L
Eeyond Endurance.

An Englishman, walking down a
London street, met nnot.her, to
whom he said:

“Bir, but three days ago you slap-
ped my face. Yesterday you caned
me in vhé street and spat in my, face.
Only last night you pulled my nose
-and thrashe%l me in a ballroom in
the presence of ladies. Now, sir, I
wish to say that if this thing contin-
ues much longer you will arouse the
sleeping lion in my bosom, and-I
will not answer for the  conse-
quences.” .

.

— The best capital to b;glu llfe cn
is o capital wife.

— If we koew at forty what we
thoughh we knew at twenty this would
be a wise generation.

—- The world judges. us by our
achieyements; God judges us by -the
oarnestness oi‘ our efforts.

— The woman who wears feathers
on Iter' hat won t let her little boy
rob birde' nests bacause it is eruel.

— If you hide your nius in the czl-
lar they will be sure to make Ahem-
selves koown ie the parlor. --Itam 5
Horn, ¥

— The person who' says the hest
things about a dead man_ is the one
who never could say anylsfng good of
him when he was alive.

— When a woman goes into a: room
and doesn't walk up to the looking |
glass to gaze au herself it js a sign
that there isn’t ono thero.

— The man who says he does not
care whai the world thinks of him
may want you to believe it; but he
does not believe it himself.: =

~ The church member who wears

i a face long enough to eat oats ont
modern hen no looger wastes her time '

of a churn has yet to learn the first
lesson in Christian living. .

— Ohanees come to every mdn, but ]’

nearly every man ‘asks them to &it

down and wait till.he'is ready to nkg 2

them, and they move on to the Bext,
—So remuhbly pervurse ‘i3 bhe

- A

TalGis 01 IDAD LoAL he daspises those £
that court him, aod admires whoever |-
will. not bsu,d before hlm.—Thnoydi- _
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