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BILL ARPS LETTER.

Atlanta Constitution.

A good lady, a neighbor and friend,
bought one of my books and expressed
her pleasure at its perueal, but found
one fault that did not harmonize with
her Hebrew feelings, for she is a
Jewess, In two places she found a
sportive anecdote that reflacted upon
some of her people, but they were too
good to be suppressed, and would have
been told on Gentiles as well. My
respect for the Jews has been too
often expressed in my letters to be
questioned. It is not mere respect
but wonder and adwiration. Irejoice
with them that the ages of persecu-
tion have passed, and they can now
worship God according to their con-
science and the faith of their fathers.
Their ancestors appeared at the very
dawn of creation. They have been
broken up and seattered time and
again, but have preserved their sacred
literature and customs and religion,
and have outlived every nation that
oppressed them. They have had ng
Xing nor ruler nor political head, and
have been gcattered among all climes
and peoples, but have never lost their
nationality nor mixed their blood with
any other people. They have for cen-
turies struggled against the Egyptians,
Syrians and Romans, and suivived
them all, They were in later cen-
turies presoribed by the Catholios of
Spain, the Protestants of Norway,
while their persecutors sang the songs
of the Pealmists and taught the wis-
dom of their prophets. We rejoice
that their deliverance from persecu-
tion came along with that of our own
when we proclaimed reﬁgiuus liberty
and oivil equality to all who made
Amerioa their home. I have long ad-
mired that people, who have exoelled
in domestic virtue, in obedience to
law, whose children honor and obey
their parents. Rarely among them
are found aonwinte oy ariminals or ani-
cides, or divorced men or women.
Their names seldom appear on the
dockets of the nourts. And yot they

» are patriots when patriots are wanted.
Kosoiusko had no braver troops than
the Polish Jews who followed his ban-
ner, and if I had to name the most
faithful soldier in our Civil War I
would tame Jonas, of our town of
Rome, a Jew who never shirked a
duty or svoided a battle or loitered
on a8 march. We have not forgotten
how he came to time after a long day’s
maroh from the Chickahominy to Rapi-
dan, and when the colonel said, *‘Mr,
Jonas, where is your company?'’ the
tired soldier came to a salute and
said, ‘I ish der komp'ny."” That
Jonas was an uncle to Israel Jonas,
who all Atlanta knows, and who is
now promipci! in New York commer-
oial airaléas,

With great revenge do I recall our
own Jidah F. Benjamin, our -sec-
rotary of war, and on whom Mr, Davis
leaned for counsel more than upon
any member.of his cabinet. He was
a great Englishman or he oould not
have gone to England and worked his
way unaided to the very top of the
English bar, and within eight years
be appointed queen’s counsel over-the
most learned members of the profes-
sion. Ihave not forgotten the per-
foot loveliness of the Jewess Rebecoa
in Socit's story of Ivanhoe, You may
find broken vows and separations and
elopements in fact and in flotion, but
not among the Jews. They are in
every town and oity are more of an
example than a menace to our people
and our institutions. Their names
are found responding to every charity,
end I noticed that the university
furd was materially aided by their
liberality, and I could not help won-
dermg how much our Christian people
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would have given to aid some great
Jewish school or charity.

I would like to write more about
these Hebrews, for, as St. Paul said
to the Romans, “with them was com-
mitted the oracles of God."”” But I
am not well to-day, and must defer to
& more propiiious season.

In my last letter I made a mistake
that must be corrected. I said that
there were but ten months until Julius
Caesar and Augustus Caesar put in
two more and named them July and
August. Somehow I have had that
impression all my mature life, and,
strange to say, I was corrected a few
days ago by my good friend Gassett, a
mulatto merchant of our town, who is
well educated and a student of ancient
history. 1le wrote me a respectful
jetter and said that Numa, a Roman
emperor, who reigned two hundred
and fifty years before the Caesars,
put in January and February for the
two mooths, and the Caessrs only
changed the names of Quintiles and
Sextiles (the fiith and sixth) to July
and August. So I make the correc-
tion with pleasure and give the oredit
to friend Gassett.

BILL ARP.

Large Connection.

An amusing story is told of Robert
Simson, who was professor of mathe-
matics at the umverany of Glasgow
and as eccentric in some ways as he
was brilliant in othe:ss. He always
counted his steps on the street and al-
lowed nothing to interfere with this
valuable practice. If any one spoke
to'him during the process, he repeated
the number of the last step taken and
stopped short until he ocould resume
his count and walk on.

One day he was accosted by a man
who knew him by sight but had never
been told of the professor’s habit of
counting steps.

‘I beg your pardon, professor,"” he
said, at which the mathematican halt-
ed, murmuring “Five hundred and
seventy-three.""

‘‘May I have s word with you?"
asked the man.

*‘Most happy—b673."

*‘Oh, no; merely one question.'’
“Well—b73."

“You are too kind; but, knowing
your acquaintance with the late Dr.
B., may I venture to ask whether I
am right in saying that he left £500 to
each of his nieces?"’
‘'Precisely—bH73.""

“*And there were four nieces, were
there not?"

‘“Exaotly—b73."”

The mean stared at the professor,
and then, muttering, *‘Five hundred
and seventy-three—hs must be orazy!”
he made a hasty bow and started
away.

*No, no,”" cried the professor, tak-
ing a step as he spoke; *‘not 573 nieces
—four—574!"

Verifying Suspicions.

A broker was telling t.he other day
of how a young thing, recently mar-
ried to a colleague of his on the ex-
change, discovered that her hubby had
been indulging a little too freely in
the cup that cheers.

At first she held her breath, she was
that frightened. Then followed a
long period of suspense, wherein
doubt upon doubt acoumulated.
Fioally she determined to find out
beyond all possible doubt whether her
suspioions were well founded. To a
dear friend she confided ‘the source of
her trouble; and from the friend she
learned tiat it had always been baid
that o man even slightly intoxicated
cannot pronounce words of any length.
Whereupon the young wife decided
that that would be.a good plan to try.

When next the friend met the young
wife she was in a state of great agita-
tion. When asked if the suspicions
had been verified, the young girl burst
into tears and said that they had.

“I handed him this list,” she said,
vetween sobs, fishing from her bag a
paper whioh she gave to her friend,
and which ocontained the followmg
worda:

“‘Phthisis, photoohromy, hypoohon»
driasis, parachronism, phenakisto-
soope, pleuionurna, antimomianism,
pseudaesthesia."’

‘“And,”" she coutinued, whllﬂ her
friend read the list, ““he missed nearly
half of them,"”

— “‘For gracioua snkes, what was
that I hit my shins ngainst coming
through the parlor in the dark?"”
“Oh, I gneaa that was the easy chaig,
Hu’am “Well, if that's the easy
chair, I don’t want to run up against
the hard ome."’

~— The more relatives hohe.. Ny mar-
riage the' -harder tis for au cdinary
man to understaud the point view of =

Mormon.

Cian Cub. Produce Commereinl Cotton?

Washington, April 20.—Because of
the prevalence of the weevil in Cuba
the outlook for .ruising cottou ova

ly gloomy, accordiog to E. A. Sch-
wartz, custodian of the Coleopiera in
the nationai museum, who has jast
returned to Washington from an ex-
tensive tour of the island, where he
went to inspect the ravages of the boll
weevil in the cotton there. Mr.
Schwartz's oconclusions deal a death
blow to the attractive offers of land
agents claiming to have valuable cot-
ton lands for sale in Cuba at more
high prioes.

There are two kinds of cotton raised
in Cuba, “‘kidney’’ ecotton, the seeds
of which are so oclosely attached to
the cotton that it cannot be ginned
and is, therefore, of no use fir com-
mercial purposes, The other kind
while its seeds sre freer is not of great
value. The natives transplant these
cotton plants, whish grow as high as
small trees to the front of their
huts and use the cotton as they neced
it.

It is on kidney cotton that the
weevil thrives, the other kind being
less capable of injury from the insect.
Mr. Schwariz claims that he found
the weevil all through the country in
great abundance on all kinds of cot-
ton, though especially the kidney va-
riety.

Eduardo Ferrer, of Cayamas, a pro-
gressive and wealthy Cuban planter,
has undertaken experiments looking
to the eradioation of the weevil, but
with little success so far. One sug-
gestion to this end is the stamping
out of all the kidney cotton in the is-
land in the hope that the weevil can-
not exist on the other kind of cotton,
but this drastic policy will noz be
adopted until every other means has
been tried.

Speaking of the matter to-day Mr.
Sohwartz said : *‘Cotton from vari-
ous sections of the United States and
other countries will be planted, in-
cluding sea island cotton, and careful
note will be taken of the zbility of.
each of the different varieties to with-
stand the ravages of the weevil, and
ol' the compnratlva amount of damaga
ent. nnd when 1t. is rooted out. lb is
hoped that by this means a cotton will
be found which will not be seriously
affected by the inscot when the vicini-
ty is not contaminated by the weevil
breeding kidney cotjon.

“There is much differende of opin-
ion over the proper season to plant

.| cotton, whether at the beginning or

the end of the rainy season, and this
guestion must be answered by careful
experimenting before coiton can be-
gorae an important crop in Cuba. The
time of planting will bear a relation
not only to the productiveness but
may be a factor in enabling the cotton
to resist the weevil.

‘‘Cuba has an sbnudance of land
whioh is admirably suited to the grow-
ing of cotton and in all parts of the
island they are disoussing the possi-
bilivy of the introduction, but the na-
tives have neither the money nor the
inolination to experiment. Aiuerioan
land speculators are finding many
dupes in the United States who be-
lieve that it will be an  easy thing to
siart a ootton plantation in the favor-
able olimate and soil of Cuba. Those
who have been approached. with this
soheme should investigate most oare-
fully before spending their money.

*‘The insect fauna of Cuba iz very
rich and plants there are as subjecs to
insect enemies as they are in the Uni-
ted States. Oranges grow luxuriantly
in Cuba, but the inseots which have
brought such destruction among the
orange groves of Oalifornia and Flori=
da are equally abundant in Cuba. and
ruin thousands of trees. Oue of the
most serious inseot pests of the island
is the outiing ant.. These ants live
in large colonies and raise hills sever-
al feet above the ground. When they
gelect a tree for attack it is practically
doomed."’ :

Mr. Schwartz was sent down by .the
opartment of agriculture in the hope
that he might find some effective

States through Texas at the rate of 70
miles a year and that within 18 or 20
years it will have infeoted the cotton
fields of the Bouth unless somethjng is
donein the meantime to eradioate it.
Agents have been sent by the depart-
ment into Mezioo in the ,effort to find
by experiment some means uf aradioa-
tion. Among the schemes suggested
is the burning of the cotton fields
each year after the orop has been
gathered, but this has npt proved a
succoss. Few nubjeots are receiving
more attention from the department
at this time, and it is a matter of keen
regret that Mr. Schwartz's mission (o
Cubs was unsuccessful. The depart-
ment is determined to leave no stone
unturned in an effort to discover some
remedy for an evil which if allowed to
g0 uiobecked threatens destraotion to
the outh's arest orop.
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— Whena woman tries to ﬂgura ont
whet she has done with the monthly|.
aliowance whioh her husband -makes
Ler she seldom gats dny farther' thin

fiae dollar she lent him.

large scale in the island is exceeding- | fuir duughters of (but fuvored

means for stopping the onsgt of the
boll weevil. It is cstimated that this
weevil is coming into thc Southern |-

How Yvusg Men Evado Bachelur Tax,
A new and Inerative fell for ‘wo-
wen b work has been opewell 1n the
Argegtive Repuvlic, by which the
lund
ure ebabied v caru guvd itcuwes. s
is & busiuess requiriog no capital, and
all the work can be done at home, but
ooe which i# confined, in the nature of
things, to widows aud maidéns.

The women who eogsge in this easy
and lucrative calling are koown as
“professional lady rejectors,’”” and
their business is giviog much eoncern
to the Argentine authorities.

It all came about by the passage of
the law texiug bachelore in.the Ar-
gentine. As the law was thought to
bear too hard upon youog men who
really tried to get married and could
not do so from the fact that nobody
would have them, a clause was insert-
¢d by which 8 m2n was exempt from
the tax if he could prove that he had
proposed and been rejected, They
are not 50 slow in those Latin-Ameris
can countries as we people up wvorth
imugine. The 'professional lady re-
jector at once made her appearance
on the scene.

The fair daughter of the South who
chooses the ‘‘rejector” business in
preference to typewriting or becoming
a saleslady does not hang out a sign
Lnor send around cards engraved with
“Carmencita Suarez, Professional
Lady Rejector. Office Hours: 2 to
10,” but she ecauses it to be known
that she is in' the business and will
warrant a rejection every time. Fora
certain stated sum she will consent to
be woed by any eligible bachelor tax-
dodger for a reasonable length of time.
He oan take her to the theater, Luy
her ices, and pay for her_bouquets
and bonbons until the.expiration of
the time limit, when he asks her to be
his, and, according to the contract,
ske promises to be a sister to him.
But her work is not yet over, for
when the tax on bachelors is due and
Jose goes to the aloaide to swear off
his taxes, Carmencita has to go with
him to make oath that he has propos-
ed to her ond been rejected.

This seems an easy and pleasant
way of making one’s livicg; but the
girls engaged in the businesa say that
it really in one requiring the greatest
self-contiol, and frequently cuuses the
greatest agony of apiriv to the practi-

and wealthy clientele. Fora spinster
whose chances for matrimony are on
the wane, or a buxom widow who
longs tobe consoled, to resist the
Lempt.ntion to violate her contract and
say '‘yef’’ when some nioce young man
with a nice fortune proposes, requires
phenomenal business integrity and
is a severe wrench 'to the feslings.

It readily will bé seen that it is not
every woman who can succeed in the
calling of lady rejector. She must
have the faoulty of convincing men
that her rejection is certein, or they
will not trust her and she cannot get
business. The young girl just entering
the profession has a hard time of -it;
iv ia oniy the old reliable lady rejec-
tors who are able to accumulate for-
tunes, i .

—'Some people are so bright that
they have to shade their eyes every
time they look at themaalveu in the
mirror. X

than we want it's genera‘lg the thing
wo dida't want at all. ;
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_sud *the retired burglar, *
‘in wy busioese, if wuybody, would Loxe

tioner, esdpeoially if she has a large-
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.‘ Tl:o uotlmed Burglir,
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‘that » Wsn

his toule befpre briuging them into!
use, sod so take no chances with
them? You would, sure; but the best
men negleot this, sometimes, lqd 1
did once, and came to griel, °

**The lip of my old jimmy had goa
chipped, snd rszber than have it
drawn out and retempered I had had
s pew onée made. I had been doins
pretty well along about then and I felt
that I counld afford it, to say nothing
to the common sense of having only
the best tool to work with,

“‘That new jimmy was a beauty :o
look at, and well-balanced and good
under the hand, fine and peyfeot in
every way, apparently, and I never
tested it. I tried it on a safe I knew
of that seemed to be just waiting for
gomebody to just come along andorack
it.

*‘Thic safe stood at the top landing
of a pair of atairs that led up to the
second story of a two-story detached
building that was used fora fastory
of some sort, and that stood on the
same lot with the house of the owner
in a emall country town. I suppose
they put it out there so they could
tumble it down stairs handy i in case of
fire.

“It didn’t seem much of asafa. Tt
was a loose-jointed, sort of ramshackle
looking old safe compared with what
they build now-a-days, bat it didn'e
turn out as easy as I thought it was
going to.

It stood with its door toward the
office room on that second floor, and
with the hinged edge of the door back
from, and the opening edge toward the
top of the stairs; so I had to stand
with my heels right on the edge of
the top step of the staira to getat it.
I wedged the door out a little, to get
it started away from the door frame,
and then I got my new ]lmm; in and
began prying. !

“But the old safe, as I ‘was saying,
turned out to be tougher than [ had
expected, and the first thing I koew
there was a orack and a break, not in
the safe door but inthe haodle of my
new jimmy—a flaw in the steel—and

o On-\
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step and lennmg out over tha stairs at
the moment, away I went.

“It was plumb daylight when I
came to, and then 1 was in on 8 work
bench on’the first floor of this little
faotory, with a doctor bending over
me on one side, and the owner of the
factory on the other. The owner had’
found me senseless at the bottom of
the stairs, and there I had lain till he
picked me up.

““He did his first duty, to me, , by.
sending for the doator, pnd lmr he
did his duty to the community. It
was easy to do that with the handle of

my broken jimmy beside mo at thefoot | -

of the stairs, the'part tkat matohed it
sticking in ‘the safe, and my old bulls-|
eye standing on'the top of the utrong
box.

‘It was some years afterthat hafnre
I got & chance to use another jimmy,

| at all; but ¥ never repeated. the mis-

take I made with that one —New'

York Sun.

— Genemlly one who has a.good
opinion of himself needs it.
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