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WAR STORIES.

Squire Tom’s Llong Prayer and its Answer.

H. M. Wiltse, in §

My friend Squire Tom is the son of Jand ran away from him.

a Tenncssee man, who was born in
Virginia, and a Cherokce woman,

When the oivil war began he was a
mere boy, but he promptly joived the
Contederate army, and became a scout,
first for General Joe Whecler and then
for General N,

Upon one occasion his little party
was ordered to make the nearest pos-
sible approach to Nashville, take care-
ful observations of the strength and
situation of the enemy and report to
the commanding general.

As they were proceeding rather
leisurely through a fertile saction of
middle Tenneseee to give the horses
little rest toward noontide they were
surprised by a force of federal cavalry,
and in Bquire Tom's own words, “‘did
the only thing that was left for us to
do, and ran like the devil."

Duck river was somewhat swollen,
but under the inspiration of a sharp
fire from their pursuers they foroed
their horses into the stream and all
emerged on the opposite bank without
casualty save Tom, whose horse was
shot and killed.

Being an expert swimmer he suc-
ceeded in securing the bridle and sad-
dle and getting safely ashore with his
valuable burden,

The party wae nowin a forest, and
for the time being comparatively safe.
But it was imperative that those who
were mounted should push on as far
as possible during daylight.

The lieutenant in command said to
the unfortunate boy: ‘‘Tom, you are
in a desperate predicament,
know of no other way than for us to
leave you to your fate, and may Gud
bless you. Good-by."”

‘““‘All that I ask of you,” replied
Tom, '‘is that you will throw a green
branch upon the right-hand side of
the road, whenever you leave Notohey
Trace,” for he knew that they would
leave that highway at night when they
were ready to go into camp. Nomhey
Trace was 80 oalled becauge in those
days the way through the forest was
indicated by ocutting notohes in the
trees to tell the miles as well as per-
form the funotions of guide posts when
the rond was not plain.

I will do that, you may be eure,"
eaid the lieutenant, ‘‘but what earthly
good will that do you? We shall
wravel at least 25 miles before we go
into ocamp, and you have no horse.
We must bteak camp and push on be-
fore daylight in the morving."”

“I will be with you when you break
ocamp,'’ suid Tom. '

The licutenant pressed his hand warm-
1y, the boys all bade him a reluotant,
and, as they believed, a last good-by,
and away they went at a swift gallop.

Tom proceeded {along the road that
they had taken until he came toa
larga corn field. Into the midst of
this he pluoged, and there kuecled
upon the ground, in obedience to a
promise made td his Indian mother,
who was a devout Christian, and
. whose implicit faith would put to
shame the feebler quantity givan to
many people of greater pretentions
that he would always appeal to God
for help in cases of emergency.

“I wert at it in mighty earnest,"’
said Bquire Tom, “but with the most
implicit faith that God would hear and
answer my prayer. It may seem ridi-
culous to you that I should have pray-
ed 5o long and so earnestly while in-
tending, all the time, to steal the first
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horseé that I laid eyes upon; but I was |

praying for a horse, and I belioved
that God would send me ony, to take
as a gift from Hlm or to steal as e ne-
cessity of war.’

but I

Sunr 7 South.

Ie made
several attempts with similar results,
but finally came to a large animal
which showed no fear.

Quickly placing his saddle and bri-
dle sceurely fora desperate ride, he
mounted, and avoiding the road, where
he koew sealries were sure to be post-
ed, he made off into ficlds and over
fences, until he feli fairly secure from
successful pursuit. Then, having a
fine knowledge of stars and woodoraft
in general, he took observations, and
proceeded in the general direction of
the spot where he thought his com-
fades were likely to have left the
road, avoidiog it, and still proceed-
ing through fields, forests, and over
fences.

Even in this emergency the lessons
which his mother had taught him were
not for a moment forgotten. The
wrongs suffered by her race had not
embittered her, but had impreszed her
stroogly with the duty of observing
strictly the rights of others. When a
fence was tco high for safe jumping
he would dismount and let it down.
If it merely separated field and forest
or two barren fields, he left it open;
but if it separated fields in which
crops were growing, or in either of
which was a orop, he conscientiously
replaced it in as good condition as
when he found it.

All of the knowledge that he had of
the country was'that a settlement
called Lousy Level lay to the left of
the road, and that his comrades would
be encamped to the rightof it. Where
the rond was he had but little idea.
He wanted to know where Liousy Level
was in order that he might go in the
other direotion.

Toward midnight he came to a farm
house, and with that one bit of infor-
mation as a pretext to_arouse the
farmer and ask the direotion to that
locality. In reply to a question,
which was natural in those troublous
times, he replied that his mother was
siok over on the Level, and that he
had been after a dootor.

As soon as the farmer had returned
to the house Tom went to the spring
house, where he had diseovered some
pans of milk, and stopped long enough
to drink the contents of one, which
was a mighty source of strength for
his desperate ride,

Leaving the lovel of unseemly name
far to the left he kept the course as
his judgment and the stars diotated,
and after a long ride, after many strug-
gles with briars and brambles, after
passing through many strips of forest
and crossing many a rail fence, his
hear’ " sunded for joy as they emerged
into the highway and he discovered a
freshly broken laurel branch, lying
upon the right side.

Getting .down he soon found a fence,
and could plam!y see whera a party of
horsemen had crossed, sm_ then put
up the gap.

A mile'or two further on he found
his friends, all wrapped in soundest
slumber—not even a sentry out to give
the alarm in oase of the approach of
foe or friend. They did Lot ex-
peot a visitation from either, they felt
80 sure of their hiding place. They
all needed a full night’s rest, too, in
order t5 be ready for the great ride of
the morrow.

Tom pioketed his horse, rollad him-
self in his blanket, and was soon as
sound asleep as the happiest of the
party.

Abo:i. daybreak he was awakensd
by an exulamatmn, ”Why, boys, look!
There is a strange horsel”

The presence of the animal eaused
a good deal of consternation; butwhen

Xt was 11 o'clock in the forenocon | one of the scouts dlauoverad Tom roll-

wwhea his companions left him. It was |ed upin his blanket and called atten-
-sundown when he heard sounds as of | tion to him, the licutenant exolaimed,
.8 body of wen and a train of wagons | in enthusiasm, which military dlamp-
‘moving up the road, and thereupon | line did not check, “Well, if there
brought his long prayer to a close. | ain't that darned Injun.”’
He crept to a point where he could |  In turn every man in the party gave
Bee, and sure epough a body of federal | their companion, so unexpectedly re-
troops and a wagon traiv were passing | turned to them, a sound hug and a
‘by. “God bless you, Tom, my boy!"’

Hungry and thirsty to the point of | It proved thaq the horse which Tom
Afnmtness, Tom was fejoiced beyond | had stolen as an answer to his ha!f
expressiont when he discovered a large | day long prayer was the property of

| old wells, red gullies and other hiding

number of fine watermelons in the part
of the corn field where he was now
standing. Eating as mueh of the de-
licious fruit as he wished, he crept
along, concealed by the friendly corn,
until he saw the federal force going
jnto camp near a barn and some cribs.
He rempined concealed until after
darkness had' fallen, and fortunately
§or him pale moonlight soon sucoeed-
od.. When everything beeame still he
reconnoitered and discovered that &
number of horses were grazing not
very far from the barn. 'The position
of the sentries he could not make out,
but . risk of challonga wnd’ one I.hat
ust be faken, ' e
mL;mg down aud dr!"""ug hil Baddla
and bridle as best he could,” he crept
to the nerresthorse’and trief to seoure,

it, Yut tho animal gave 2 slight_hnort

the wagon master, and the hast trav-
eler in the federal command.

A Soldier of the Legion.

Mr. 8. E. Welch, himself one of the
beat soldiers who fought under Hamp-
ton. tells the following very interest- |
ing story about one of his old com-
rades who has fought his last fig
“‘William 'H. Duva, .a Confe erate
veteran, who deserves mora than a
passing notice and who sorved the
Confederacy with conspicuons ability,
passed away on February b, 1903.; He
was born July 9,31841, in Ohrist
Church Porish, wihure his carly life
was passed, and volunteemd in_Capt.
L. C. MeOord’s ‘company for service
in the Hampton Legion infanty.

| Yat,

“ | publie meetings and the call for vol-

‘| ber the o\muou given to the returning

Whon the oompany was mnstered mto _

the Confederate army and expected to
be sent to Virginia it was ordered by
Governor Pickens to the coast of South
Carolina, and was stationed for mounths
on the Stono River, where Mr. Duva
proved by obedicnce to orders and
readiness for any duty, no matter how
dengerous or trying, those high sol-
o dier qualities which he maintained to
the end.

‘“When the seven days'’ ﬁghl. around
Richmond occurred the company was
hurricdly sent to Virginia and partici-
pated in all of the battles which led
up to the Maryland campaign and ter-
minated at I'redericksburg. Our com-
rado took part iu these and was sev-
eral times slightly wounded. About
the close of 1862 Jenkins's brigade, to
which the Ilampt.on Legion had beeu
wansferred from Hood's Texaus, was
ordered to the Blackwater River,
where picketing and skirmishing were
of almost daily oceurrence. Mr. Duva
was constantly on the ‘firing line,” and
here learned much of the art of scout-
ing, in which he was afterwards so
successful. He was a man of untiring
energy, unfailing good humor, re-
sourceful and courageous. No matter
how exhausting the march, wet to the
skio, famished and foot-sore, his mer-
ry laughter could be heard and was
contagious.

““No gne in the entire command con-
tributed as much as he when the
bivousc was reaoked to reconcile his
wearied, huogry comrades to make the
best of the most wretched conditions.
His happy disposition made him a
great favorite, and there was soarcely
@ man in the brigade who did not
know ‘Bill Duva' and greet him most
cordially on all ocoasions. He wasa
famous swimmer, a fine horseman and
excelled in all athletic sports. His
knowledge uf wooderaft was remarka-
ble—under no circumstances was he
ever lost in the wooda or mountains.

‘‘At the bloody engagement at Dan-
dridge, East Tennessee, he was taken
prisoner and sent to Knoxville. Soon
after, with twelve or fifteon comrades,
under a mounted guard, he was started
off for Cumberland Gap. On the road
bis buoyant spirite kept the orowd in
a merry mood. At nightfall of the
first day out he persuaded his guard
to olimb a fence with him to get some
drinking water.. The weather was
bitterly™ cold and the stream frozen.
Stooping down he broke the ice with a
gtone and sjaked his thirst. Upon
goetting up he held the stope in his
hand and his guard stooped to drink,
when Duva struck him with the rock
and ran into the woods. The entire
guard fired, but missed him. For two
daya he hid in the brush and travelled
only at night. At the Holston River
Ferry he fourd a Federal picket play-
ing oards by the firelight. Quietly
slipping the ohsin from a small boat,

e jumped into it and pushed out into
the stream, when the dog barked and
alarmed the guard, who at once ran
to river and' kept firing till our com-
rade crossed the stream. Fortunately
he escaped .harm and, though the
country was full of Federal scouting
parties and Union bushwhackers, he
returned to camp, after an absence of
s week, \

“When the I.wgioni was ordered
back to Virginia as mounted infantry
Mr, Duva was detailed for speoial duty
as a scout, and in this he rendered
conspieuous service, as his natural
qualifications eminently fitted him for
such work, The information he gath-
ered and dangers he experiencod were
more like a romance than the nfonot-.
onoua life of a soldier. For naarly
four years he served his country, and
when Lee surrendered at Appomattox
he laid down his arms with the con-
soiousness of duty well done. After
hostilities ceased he raturned to the |
oity, pnd was for many years in the |
employ of the South Carolina Railway
Company and its sneneaur, the South-
ern Railway.
“An eonthusiastic Confederate, a
sincere friend, a brave man and Chris-
tian gentleman has gone to his re-
ward.

Three Mexican War Veterans,

Spartanburg, February 28.—Veter-
ans of the various wars are too com-
mon to attract mich attention, even in
these '‘piping times of peace.’”” When
a call is made for pensioners the woods
seem to be full of Confederate veoter-
ans and they appear to come out of

places, as the Kuklux did: years ago.
Then the boys now pose as veterans,
for some of them volunteered for the
Cuban war and, although: there is not
the smell of gunpowder on theiy
clathes, they, too, are on the yoteeran
l.'n fsa preuy rare sight to see a
gonniuo veteran of the Mexican war.'
So/fér " as this correspondent knows
there are only three in this county.
Very few persons remember the

unteers in 1846, A few may remem-

soldiers in 1848. 'Of thaae three
Honry C. Easler, living nedr Chero-
keo! Spnngs, ‘belonged %o the regular
army. In 1846 a ren;mting officer
named Welsh camo to Spartanburg'to
tognt young men tu join the regular
army for five years, Snvenl volug-

Jobhn Richardson, a printer in the
Spartan office.

There were others whose names can-
not be secured. They wsre sent to
Fort DMoultrie, where they were or-
ganized as an artillery company, .un-
der Capt. Steptoe, and attached to the
3d regiment, under Col. Gates.

They were sent from Fort Moultrie
to the mouth of the Rio Grande,
thence up the river to Tampico and
thence to Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo.
At the Istter place they came under
the command of Gen. Winfield Scott.
Mr. Easler thought that he was the
finest looking man he ever saw in uni-
form.

His company lost Cnpt. Steptoe in
some way and Capt. Burkce was in
command when they assisted in bat-
tering down the walls and gates of
Mexioo.

The company remained io Mexico
until peace was declared, when they
returned to New Orleans. They were
then sent to Fortress Monroe and then
to Fort Independence, near Boston.
There Mr. Easler saw the Constitu-
tion, which was perforated with shot.
The company was stationed at East-
port, Maine, a short time.
 He saw Col. Butler fall at the gate
of the City of Mexico. He also saw
Gen. Taylor, Jefferson Davis and many
of the other distinguished officers.
He was mustered out of servioe 2t the
expiration of his time. He had saved
his pay and had about $400 when he
returned home in 1851. He was 78
years old a few days ago. He bears
his age well and is able to do a fair
day’s work on his farm. The two
Puther veterans in this county were in

the volunteer aarvme.—News and Cou-

rier. -
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North Carolina Ponies.

There is really no more historical as
well as interesting and ourious terri-
tory in the United States than the
long sand banks whioh mark the east-
ers boundsry of N orth Csrolma, and
n}hub :Ulll-l a V‘HI! uruulwnu':r l'nlll.lln
which are the'sounds .through which
the government now proposes to pro-
vide an inland waterway which will
end 'the terrors of Cape Hatteras.
The writer has told for the Sunny
South the story of the part of the
banks of whioh Cape Hatteras forms
& vast promonotory, and thisisto be a
story about the part further to the
southward, where the little poniet are,
the only wild horses east of ‘ the Mis-
eiesippi; ponies which have over three
oenturies of history behind them. -

The part of the banks in questios is
knpwn as ‘‘Shackleford's Banks, tak-
ing its zame from the ohief owner.
Beginning at Ooracoke Inlet, this
stretoch of sand reaches to Bogue ln-
let, terminating ' at Shackleford’s
Point, in front of the town of Boau-
fort. Shackieford’s Danks aré about
forty miles long, low-lying, with here
and there dunes, or sand hills, rising
toa height of, say; thirty or fosty
feet, tree-covered, the troes laced with
vines, and in this mass of nearly sub-
tropical vegetation, most of it ever-
green, the Spanish bayonet, prickly
.pear, or small cactus, and the fan or
sorub palmetto. - There are homes
here and ' there along the irregular
streteh of Shackleford's Banks, and
there is also & lighu house, and near it
s great mnatural harbor of refuge, at
Capeé Loekout, which the government
is also planning to utilize.

‘On Shaekleford’s Banks alone sre
the little ponies gefarred to. 1t is
strange, bus true, that these are fonnd
in their wild stata  nowhera else.
There ave, said to be about 1,200 of
them on thebanks. Inquiry made of
observant residents as to' whether the
number of the ponies had decreased
during the past fifty years broughs
the response that they had, and that
uatil about 1850 the poniea inorcased.

gnd their height is about thirteen or
fourteen handa—that is, 41 to 44 feet.
sometimes swim aver to the mainland,
a distance of two o five miles away.
scrubby trees, and shrubs aund berries,
shelter,. and henee it is but scldom -

that they seek the shelter of themain-
Jand. They live to quite an age, but

the average is about 22.yedrs, Some
reach the age of 40. ; ' e e
~ These ponies heve owners. The

“banks "are owned by gnnta sold by
tte State. These people make pons
out of drift wood and rough logs aud
poles and into these the ponies and

A oolt following' a branded mare is
of the mare, and he holds jt." In
not fnllow the ‘mares, then" the “‘pen-
ners,” that is, the men who mnka and
own , the pons, take them. Such is

the unwriuan law. The _ponies are

herdera. and thie is a work of no small

teored. Amofigithem np.a H. C. Eas-,
lnr. Tahn Wya .Mnrk Glmton nnd

The ponies weigh about B0D pounds |

Their life » mainly on' the banks, | -
though in very stormy weather they | .

Their food s marsh grass, Jeaves of |

particularly the beérries of the holly, |
Tho woods give them usually a good |

their oolts ave driven gn'd'brnndéﬂ','
considered the property of the owner |

cases where there ars'colts. whioh do |

driven out of the scrub b:r drivers or | .

yet loaded with nuts, and horse ohe;t{
nut trees equally as dwarfed.

eral irhes in length, naturo’s protec-
tion ‘against the weather. This is
oallad colt hair'and looks Jife felt. It
falls off in lerge flakes. DMost of the
colts are of s faded brown color, but
when their hair falls off they come
out in their true color, whick is some-
times black. They are termed colts
until they are. branded, though they
may be three Jears old or more before

The ponies are always known, iu all
paris of the Btate, as “banker" po-
nies. They do not appear to be sold
much outside of North Carolina, as the
people in other Stutes do not know
enything -~ about them. They oroses
well with horses. When taken up-
country and fed upon hay, corn and
oats they fill .out and derken in color
somowhat. Their instiact is remarka-
ble. They know by means of it Jthe
way to get to the mainland or to the
islands with tho minimum amount of
swimming, and ‘the writer has seen
them wade great distances' without
getting out of their depih, meking va-
rious changes and turns in direction
to conform to the shoals. Yet they
are fearless swimmers. - They paw
holes in the sand at low-lying places
and thus get drinking water.

Though an inlet only about two
miles in width separates Shackelford’s
Banks from Bogus Banks, yet the po-
nies never go on the latter banks,
Nor do they cross Ooracoke Inlet.

valuable little horses were the Bar-
bara horses which Sir Walter sent
over with his colonists to Roanoke Is-
land. They have bred and muyltiplied
and for at least two ocenturies have
been utilized by the peeple of that
seotion. Sir Walter's colonists, when
the relief from England was so long
delayed in reaching them, went with
the Indians to the mainland. but must
have left their ponies. The Indians
were unused to horses. These In-
dians were the Haterasks, who gave
their name to the dreaded gape.  When
Raleigh's ocuvionists first landed vhere
they found that the B.'lt.eraska were
distingnished by ' their blqp and
that they had a tradition shastheir
“fathers could talk put qt%dok"’
Hende the inference ° iﬁqt ‘Bt “gome
former period a o:owp Qlutq men
bad been ocast away thereabout - and
had amalgamated with the Indians. -
These eturdy little pouias are, theis-

hangs about this’ qunnt part of North
Carolina, There are peraons who hali
that Raleigh’s colonists first landedion’

the isle of Roanoke, where l.hﬁey_})mlt
their fort, ‘because it was a more Ge-

until better times should coie.

The ‘‘banks” at Hnueras :n;’l albo
to the southward were even 'within
many's mamm\y far more: heavily
wooded than they are mow, the over-
whelming sand dunes, or moving
mountaing of sand, havieg ewallawed
up large epretohes of forest. As the
dunes pass on, moved by the winds,
they ladve only etumps of trees, or at
most mere snags, polished to-a re-
markable whiteness.—Fred A. Olds,
in the Sunny Sautb

Sy A woman's brain is anld o da-
oline in waight after the nge «of 30.
Nacurally, for:itis. then, generally,
that she has to think: for a husband
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#*Not ‘guilty.'
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The colts are sovered with hair sev-

they are psnned and the brand put on. |

The ancestors of these hardy qud'

fore, a part of the rofiance which |

8hackelford's banks and later wéng to | '

fensible place, and' that they  lofs the. -
““little Barbary horses’’ on, Lheaebm
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