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Gentlemen of thé Génernl-Assembly:
You come fresh from the people to
leglslate for the welfare of South Car-
olina. There are.maNy grave problems

demanding solution, It s a time preg-'

nant with opportunities and possibili-

ties. There {8 demand for the exercise
of wise counsel and yrudent judgment.
The office of leglslator Is one of great
responsibility,  You Mave the power to
lay the burden ofjtaxation upon the
people and at the same time the power
to spend the money gathered from the
peonle. '
make the laws by Which they are to be
governed, They have trusted you with
this great power and expect you to use
it with wisdom ,and. 'with prudence,

looking only. to the best intcrests of all:

the people. Whatever promoteg their
happiness and welfare should be your
constant concern,:, If all men would
refraln _from inteffering with the
rights of others or’ of molesting them,
rovernment wolld, not be necessary.
~-ut, unfortunately, we have not reach-
ed that high standdrdiot morals. - Gov-
ernment, however, :shpild attempt, to
do no more than td protéct persons and
property and enforce ‘tontracts ‘volun-
tarily made. X$'16.frnd, as'a rule, that
the E{I!Mtlm?eﬂi&dﬁ?m;.t_hﬁ. best. gov-
erned, T Y ;

In sending to.you this, my last an
nual message, it 18 §ratifying to note

the good feellng ‘Wwhich'

W _ﬁevmls ‘among
the people througho(t:.the State, and
the absence of ; factibnal bitterness

Which at one tima 'divided our people.
Durlng my admin Bfration I have eon-
deavored to ignové factional divisioris
and to be the governor of all the peo-
Dle—to insure to each community as
Tar as possible the 'right of local self-
government. In ‘l‘,nul?s-‘locﬂl appoint-
ments I have sousht in each case the

advice and recominefidation of the rep-
resentatives. of tha' coOnty, lleving
that they were bettér doquainted: with
‘local ‘affairs anad;.ffie. Wishes of their
Deople than I "cofiid. possibly be.  If
by this course I ;haye. In any measure
contributed to thHé vlification 6f Hen-
timent among ot beople and the wip-
ing out of facticnal Hhes, I am grati-
fled. In this day ¢

charactér hag Bea
berous the past Ve
order nravail thy )
At the -same time'{ir
‘made’ along éduoa,

lng_u to the State for the year
81 was not  sufficlent to

‘exceptionally. pros-

. governor and:
forced to.

row the; full s int of the 300,000 u- |
tharized 'Y m 1egislature.  This
. Was. mudgt-;ngeeunﬁ?y:-,iiy: the fact: that
Ny liﬂ@&ggm'tgﬂ%.m;mt. jad }vltb
mors & Feveénue _the levy
for Btaté purposes’would realizs. It
is not | vusiness Judgment for the| o
State to pormw:gng “to.meet current |
ses, - W the: total assessed
pro -of ‘the 8tate, the levy should
be sufficlent to vaiss eno money  to
meat  the ' Bpp tions. .Or £ it'(s
desired "to fix th@.levy the appropiia-
bl kept - within ;' the
e realizgd, . You
tate to
The tatement  furnished
by the 8 . ota L. furnishe

You also hiave the power to:

eace and good |
M‘hg-_t?n ?!ht::e_. b::g

dition of the finances of the State at
the close of the fiscal year, Dec. 31,
. . T

e s :

. STATE TREASURY, 8. C., DECEMBER
' OASH RECEIPTS FOR FISCAL YEAR

81, 1802,
ENDING
DECEMBEF. 81, 1003,

Cash balance Dec, 31, 100L.. . ., ..§ 237,748 25
Back taxes.. .. .. A e ,601 12
General taxes,-1001. SRRl 023 22
General taxes, 1902.. .. .. o0 oo .. o0 825,700 51
Raflroad assessments for raflroad com-
mismdon S5 N e e s 7,468 45
Income fax 0L S ey 4138 80
Fees from office of wecretary of state. 12,160 02
Incorporation fees.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 70 00
Annual insurance license fees,. ., .. 12,150 00
ted insurance license fees.. .. 16,345 28
Privil fertilizer tax.. .. .. .. .. 81,740 D4
Loans wed on notes of governor

and treasurer).. .. .. . .- 840,420 14
agtite s 4,885 25
apctal mohooh et 142788 o1
Btate hool P )
Morrill fund (from U, 8., gowernmmi)l. 25,000 00
Oommissionera  sinking fund (ordi-
Loans returned... .. ..$33,860 76
Interest on loass.. ..’.. 1,6i3 2
Agent sinking d.com-. - =
- mission.. .. .. .. .. 11,106 49
/ —— Wi
Sinking ignd' reduction’ Brown 4 1.3
m_fetumd.. .+ ..§85,682 72
Interest on loans.. .. .. 11,744 32 -
' Phosphate royalty. .. .. 23,715 40
Appropriatioh  (account - 4
- ate House).. .. .. 15,000 00 ‘
ipensary, South Carolina:. -. .7 .. 2,110,691 38’
'y Syl e )
Refunds, sundry accounts.. .. .. .. | 2,650 &2
e Totakei La i ay se 2t vs e e 04 RI008 70
CASH PAYMENTS FOR FISOAL ﬁm ENDING
) DECEMBER 81, 1902

Balares.. .. .. ,.%.. ..

e .. s §1B4,357 08

lésa'lllnt{ EXPENSCA.. oy or i vs 4s aa 44,255 47
'.uum‘ail and charitable institu-
tions.. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. 207,860 Dd
Q1 Agricultural Qolleee:
f i fertilizer tax..$85,748 80
. 7 Morril v ee s+ .. 12,500 00
"lm'e{n seotfgratlti f 0,206 85
il et M T M 1
red Normal, .
_Gna cultural and Mechani-
cal College: !
.| Appropriation.. .. .. ..$ 8,500 00
'Interutn ] l‘:m“g.dh.ml scrip.. !g.% g .
4 l _ b ee e. 1248808 e
Penslona: '
Fer i s -2
Btal t lah 1 I':nd : ”‘H?g
te permanent .schoo! o e e
State epecial solol fund (disgensary). »3,224 78
Completion Btate House (pai m
“fund ommission).. .. .. .. ... .. 15000 00
Loans (notes of governor and treas-
LOPRF).s as i we an sviieaties s s 112,000 72
Public ity Ty oA 1,064
m Ing Blate., .. o A .. 7,041 02
imsloners. sinking fund (includ-
o b ilﬁ-‘lama)..-:.'... sx veinene on vy §6,608 84
| Binkd 'I'tlftlﬂ reduction Brown l.l'-i
i ?i"h' plen 09'1!': .S;l"‘l! e
: ; ¢ House,
“-:f,‘ﬂ{‘ai;u'{f-’;:.‘v“-a.. ‘:‘:--. e a e '-, e :g.gg
Ia 3 Rl s T e g r
Enial}h-ﬂum i, Interstate -and West "m'w
diax [ri 4 R - e ¥
Election expenses T Vo adkty g 21,628 45
Hater for. public lmlldlm.; o e 5000 00
Bouth” Caro! e
.chnlml'Bodzz., IR Er I O 2,500 00
Intsrest on piiblie debt.. .. 0.0 .. 274,068 68
1 wnfl llr:s e av .y 63,455 27
.« Bowtl;. H
mt proy i «.§1,088,570 53
Transferred to oehoolu'
Cf i B Twe toptinetus 52294 v
i Y ~— 2,008,705 20
 Total expenditires.. .. .. .. .. ..§3,753,005 05
Corh balance Dec. 81, 1002.. .. .. .. 480707 71
Zaaind R T PN
“ Uy TAXATION.

The: constitution of 1895 says: “All
taxes upon property, real and pergonal,
shall be, laid upon the actual value of
the property taxéd, as the same may
be ascertained by an ent made
for. tha puiijose of laying such tax.”
And in arother sectiorn it says: *“All
property: subject ‘to taxation shall be
texed in proportion to its value.! Ana
why not at ita “actual wvalua?' You
Wil note language of the consati-

r‘m_l.lo_n_.. It says, “shall be,” not “may

i e

i

and yet we are
this  provision
fix; some per-
and this per-

golng along vlolating
every year by. trying to
centage of “‘actual value"
centage is different in eve county,
‘The Btate board of equalization, at a
meeting held the past summer, found
such inequality in the assesements that
they declded to memorlalize the legis-
lature to. fix sixty per cent. of the ac~
Vaiue as the proper basis of valu-
ation for: the: purposes of taxation.
Why sixty per cent.? ‘Why not follow
the plain language of the constitution?
It was found that in some countles 80
ber cent. of the actual value was the
basis, while in others it was as low
as 60 per cent. of the actual value, and
in some cases even lower. To adopt
& percentage of actual value would be
a,plain violation of the provisions of
the constitution. It makes !little dif-
ference to the taxpayer what the basls
of valuation is so that all property is
assesged in the same ratio of value, for
2 certaln amount of money has to be
raigsed to meet the expenses of govern-
ment, and If the valuation is high the
rate 18 low, and vice versa. The in-
equality which now exists, however,
makes the burden bear unevenly, and
the best plan i{s to require that the
mandate of the constitution be fol-
lowed. - If one county is assessed at
80 per cent. and another at B0 per cent.
‘of actual value, one is paying too much
or the other is paying too lttle of its
proportion.of the State tax. The tax
for county purposes makes little dif-
ference. This s a question which has
Euuled legialators slnce government
a8 been organized and taxes lald, and
the man who can devise a plan which
will make the burden of taxtion bear
evenly on all property wlll recelve the
well done of the people cf the State:” ]
Edual and just taxation, levied on all
property proportionately and in accord-
ance with its value, Is the produ t of
the highest  justice, and when done to
meet slmply the demands of govern-
ment, economically administered, is
never burdensome. On the other hand,
unequal and unjust taxzation is always
burdensome. If all property were re-
turned: honestly and fully at its Just
valuation the problem would be solved,
but so long as human nature s frail
and the Impression: prevails that it is

value, we may not expect this result,
.The plan recommended in my last
message, I belleve, will did in getting
/&all property on the tax books and con-
tribute largely to an equitable valpa-
tion, gnd I repeat it here. ;
Under the present system the returns
are made to the county auditor. There
is & township board of assessors, which
meets at the court house after the audi-

‘| tor has taken the returns, and under-
‘|takes to go over all of them in one
- P‘" two.days. Then there is a county

ird of equalization, which algo meets

at the court house and goes over the
returns for the entire county in one or
two days. All of'this Is done in some-
what of a perfunctory manner and ac-
complishes little or nothing In securing
an; equitable assessment of proparty.
untes in the State in which

some of the 1and is assessed at one-
third or one-haif its actusl value, while
other land is assessed at its real value.
In fact, there may be two adjoining
plantations, the one worth twice .as
much as the other, and yét under our
fystem each is assessed for taxation at
the same price per acre. In many cases
it 18 the ruie to assess live stock-at so
much per head, regardless of the fact
that one horse may be worth two or
three times what another ig, even in
{he same county. And yet this I8 what
township boards of assessors and the
county board of equalization under-
stand as equallzing property for taxa-
tlon. This certainly i not the pur-
pose for which these boards are created.
And. yet it is Impossible for a township
-to meet and spend oniy one day
Eoing over the returns that nave been
made, and get them equalized. It is
also as Impracticable for a county
board' of equallzation to meet and in
one or two days equalize the assess-
ments uppn all the property in the
county. . Much more conld be accoin-
plished if the Jaw were amended so as
to require that the county auditor shall,
after notice in the public prints, take
returns in each townshlp, and that he
shall not take theae returns except
while present in the township. In cas:
any taxpayer refuses or fails to make
‘return while. thé auditor i= nrésent in
the township, the auditor and the town-
8hip board shall be required to assess
‘such property, and notify the owner
of the valuation placed upon his prop-
erty. 'That there shall be appointed
a township board of assessors, consist-
Ing of three discreet freeholders, rasi-
dents of the township, who shall meet
with the auditor. to recelve the returns
and assess property. That this board
shall be appointed by the county audi-
toi and recelve compensation for its
services. . That all returns shall be
made in public in the presence of the
auditor and the township board, and
that the owner of the property shall

‘| be required to answer the . uestions

a8 now provided by law, and make af-
fidavit as to the correctness of his an-
swer. If the township board thinks
the return 18 too high or too low it shall
be its duty, in the presence of the
owner of the property and the auditor,
to ralse or lower the return in order
to reach the true market value of the
property. The chairmen of these
township boards shall constitute the
county board of equalization, and this
board shall meet at the court house
and go over the returns for the county
with the county auditor and hear com-
plaints and appeals, their decision to
be subject to appeal to tha Stata board,
The auditor shall not be permitted to
go into a primary, but shall be ap-
pointed by the governor, as provided
by law, Bo as to be as free and inde-
pendént as it is possible. In this way
I believe much will be gained toward
having all property assessed equitably.
The honest taxpayer would much pre-
ter to return his property at its true
value, If by so doing he would bear
no mo.e than his just portion of the
burden,.- and the man who desires to
evade should be made to bear his part
of the burden by having his property
returned at its true value, -

The following comparative figures for
1901 and 1902 are taken from the comp-
troller general's report:

1901, 1902,
Real.. .. .. .. ..$103,268,410 $107,010,208
Personal .. .. .. 59,030,424 61,018,669
Railroads.. .. ... 27,044,243 27,608,203
. Total.. .. ..8180,333,107 $105,637,061

- These figures show a total Increass
in the taxable values for the past year
of $6,203,952, S .

The totals for 1002 are not absoluiely
correct, as one or two of the counties
have not reported and the comptrolier
general approximated the amount from-
the reports of 1901. For further in-
formation In regard to this department
of the Biate government, youir atten-

tion is directed to t.he_exceuent and

not expected to return property at its

suggestive report ¢f the comptroller
general. §3

ROAD IMPROVEMENT.
It would bz a waste of  words to at-

tempt to argue before any assemblage
of South Carolinians the importance of
good roads and the necessity for road
improvement. Nelther would it be pro-
fitable to attempt: t argue belore you
the advantages of ood roads, for al!
are agreed upon at subject, The
question which concerns us {8 how best
to secure them; to’'devise some plan by
which we can, at least, begin the build-
Ing of good roads. Itis & business pro-
bosition, and should be taken hold of in
2 business way.

‘With the extenslon of the rural deliv-

ery of mall, the niecessity is upon urm
fur road fmprovement, for already the
department at ‘Washington s discuss-
ing the impracticability of extending,
or even of carrying on this service of
mell delivery unless there is road im-
provement. It has been stated that the
‘Postmaster general {8 to be asked to
consider a plan for the betterment of
our pubiic roads, and the. reguest is
based on the fact that only one sericus
obstacle stands In the way of extending
and developing our free rural dellvery
Bervice, and that is the condition
of the public highways. Mr. Martin
Dodge, director of the bureau of public
roads inquiries of the department of
agriculture, in his recent report sald:
“The circumstance that over $6,000,000
was appropriated by our last congress,
largely to be buried’in muddy roads in
the delivery of our rural ‘malls,
while only the small sum of $20,000
was last year' devoted to meeting the
road problem, indicates the great need
of education regardthg the present ne-
cesslty and demand for vigorous anil
intelligent road worl,
. “A8 much of these large appropria-
tiona for rural mall dellvery could be
eaved If we had gopd roads, it i{s ob-
vious that an amount equal to a con-
slderable portion of these sums could
be spent to a good advantage ;in edu-
cating the people 4n the work of im-
proving our countz¥ roads, and thus
forever close a large drain on our na-
tional cash box.*’

It is not so much a questlon of edu-
cation, at least withius, as it s a ques-
tion of the means wherewith to bulld
good roads. And yet in a sense it 1s a
matter of education. Because if our
reople could be taught to realize the
value and importance of good roads
there would not be 0o much trouble to
secure the means. If we could have
some practical {llustrations of the value
and the saving to our people of good
roads they would not hesitate to put up
the money to secure them, for, though
Wwe are not rich, they would then realfze
that they could not make a better pay-
Ing investment than money put in good
and permanent road improvement. If
the general government could follow
the suggestion of Mr. Dodge and spend
some money in demonstrating the value,
and the service to'the people of good
roads, and the advantages to accrue we
would have little trouble in continuing
the work.
be a saving to the Bovernment at
‘Washington in extending the rural mail
dellvery service, and would be as legit-
!mate expenditure of government funds
as the building of dykes and the drain-
age and frrigation of lands. for which
the government is now spending large
sums of money.

But zfter all we must depend upon
our own resources for this great ad-
vance movement. To accomplish re-
sults will take money, and the way to
raise this money is by a property tax.
Under. ihe present sysiem o0f road
working,” our public roads are almost
impassable at certaln seasons of the
yvear. With the one dollar commuta-
tlon tax we are going backward. be-
causa the mouey from this is inade-
quate even to work the rouds. Besides,
it'Is nof right to manke the people who
live In the rural districts keep up the
roads, any more than it s to make any
other class of our citizens keep up and
bulid any other public Institutign. The
Ppub'lc road is as much the property of
‘the county as the court house or the
Jall. A property tax for roa: buflding
would reach the incorporated towns and
citles and the rallroads and other cor-
porations, and make them contribyte
their share to this public benefaction,
and no one will deny thedt they are as
much benefited by good roads as the
people of the country. J

The labor of our chaingangs in most
countles is labor thrown away aud the
money to support them Iis money
wasted. The chalnganga should be re-
quired to do permanent road work,
starting from the county court house
as the geographical centre and bullding
out In each direction permanent roads.
If only a few miles are bullt each vear
it will ‘'be so muchk contributed to the
general welfare. The State convicts
could not be put to better public
service, even if it necessitated selling
#ome nf the State farms.

‘We can never have any permanent
road work done until we change the
present system and make provision to
raise money by a property tax, and
make It mandatory that said meney
siiall be put on permanent road im-
provement, and also make it mandatory
that the chaingangs shall be put on the
same work. '

The advantages of good roads gnd the
eaving to the people and the increased
value of land as a result of tiiem are
80 patent that they scarcely need to
be stated. But_unless you change the
present system ®we will continue to go
backward. It is remarkable that our
people have so long submitted to the
condition of our public roads without
making greater efforts for thelr sub-
stantial improvement. As to this coun-
try at large “It 18 conservatively estl-
mated by government officials that we
are needlessly loeing or wasting over
$600,000,000 each year because of our bad
roads, making a mud tax of over $2,000,-
000 for every working day in the year
and an Individual tax of nearly $8.00
each year for every person in tnis coun-
try.” This does .... Include the disad-
vantages and inconveniences and dis-
comforts incldent to bad roads. We are
iosing or wasting our pro rata of this
Enormous fAu in Bouth Carolina and
sharing our portion of discomfort and
Inconvenience and disadvantage on ac-
count of bad roads, beslde the loss In
property values. “It is evident that, if
this stupendous question ia to be rightly
met 'n the spirit of economy, progress
and enterprise so characteristic of the
people of this country, it will be neces-
sary for our legislators to give it much
more comprehensive and careful atten-
tlon than heretofore.” Good roads in a
country are an evidence of its civillza-
tion. If you will provide for a small
property tax so as to get the movement
started in a practical way, there will
be na trouble in the future except to
keep ‘the people from golng too far.
There has been talk enough on this
subject. The tlme has come for action.

It Is for the general assembly to take
the action necessary.

And as he suggests it would:

EDUCATIO: ",
The strength and sability of any
community are largely in proportion to
the Intelligence of ‘that community,
The Intelligence of
always in proportion to the education
of the masses. The power and strength
of a Btate are not In its material ad-
vance and development, however valu-
able these may be, but In an educated
citizenship—an education which trainyg
its citlzenship intellectually, physically
and morally. If our State is to keep
Dace with the other States of the unfon
our people must be educated—not a few
here and there, but there must be a
general education of the messes. The
wealth producing power of a country is
in proportion to the education of ita
citizens, and as we !ncreuse the effl-
clency of every citizen by education, so
we increase tho, wealth producing power
of the State, “If we should doable the
wages of every man in the State, wo
should not thereby increase its wealth
a dollar, Lut If we could double the
efficiency of every man in the State and
then double the wages we should quad-
ruple the wealth of the State.' Bald Mr.

Ruskin: “A plece of land which will
only support ten idle, ignorant, and Im-
provident

persons will support thirty or
forty intelligent and Industrious ones.”
The value of a country depends rather
upon the virtue and intelligence of the
people who fnhabit it than upon the
richness of the soll. All wealth has its
basis In Intelligence,

Wci should permit no child to Brow up
to nitet the high and responsible duties
of .itizenship without at least the rud-
imenis of a good education. *In the
south 86 per cent. of the criminals are
deficient in education, while 60 per cent.
are totally illiterate.” Fftatistice show
that 22 per cent. of all the inhabitants
in the south over 10 years of age are
flliterates, while in New York it i only
8 1-2 per cent.

In my last annual messagae I en-
deavored to show the importance of
4 compulsory education law, Thirty-
three Btates and Territories, including
the District of Columbla, now have
compulsory education laws. The high-
est per cent. of illiteracy among the
native white population over ten years
in those Btates having compulsory
attendance laws !s Wyoming with 7.8
per cent,, and the law has been In force
only a few years. In Connecticut the
per cent, i8 1 and In Massachusetts
and Neveda only 8 In States neo
having compuisory attendance the
lowest rate of illiteracy of native
whites over ten years is Texas with
8.3 per cent. In Bouth Carolina the
per cent. of illiteracy of nutive whites
over ten years of age is 18.1 per cent.,
and in North Carolina it is 23 per
cent. In ne face of these facts I do
not see now any one can oppose com-
pulsory attendance at school. It is not
necessary to worry about the negro.
He is getting all the education which
is provided now and could get no more
under compulsory attendance. What
we should be concerned about I8 the
education and the moral uplifting of
our white boys and girls.
s a menace and a burden to civil 1ib-
erfty and the good morals of the coun-
try. In additlon to this, every boy
and girl in thie country hag n right
to the opportunity to do something
and to be something. Such a law can-
not Interfere with the rights of pa-
rents, because no parent has a right
to make a sinve out of his offspring
or to rob his child of the right to
make a useful citlzen or to have the
opportunity to live a useful and a
happy life. No one In this day will
question the right of the State'to en-
force compulsory attendance. We levy
a tax and enforce the collection *of
public education; then why not en-
force attendance so that all. the chil-
dren may receive the benefits and have
the money put to the best possible
use and for the greatest possible good
to the greatest number. ‘“‘Tadividual
welfare depends on the general wel-
fare. Having taken the money of one
man to cducate the children of an-
other, the State must protect that
man and his children from oppression
and dangers of illlerate neighbors and
fellow citizens.” The history and ex-
perience of those counfries in which
compulsory attendance has been tried
prove Its good results and refute the
idea that it works any hardship. It Is
true that in the Statea which have
compulsory attendance laws, only
two are southern, but that is no reason
why we should longer lag behind.

THE COMMON SCHOOLS.

There I8 a marked Increase in the
interest In public education, and there
are many encouraging evidences of
improvement. Yet the bare facts of
the condition of the average school
in some countles are shocking. Refer-
ence to the statistics in the report
of the State superintendent of educa-
tion discloses that there are numerous
schools with less than a three months’
term, and still more with teachers so
badly pald that they ecannot ke sup-
rosed In any degree competent. If the
legislature will discharge its respon-
sIbility to the cause of educition In its
entirety in the State, there must be
State aild to the public .schools. An
appropriaion to be apportioned accord-
ing to the money raised in the countles
is nothing more than a county tax—
an [nereasge of the constitutional three
mill tax. Efforts heretofore made to
pass such a law have met with the

response from some delegations: “We
have money enough already.” The
Charlestonlans can point to their

school terms and their teachers' sala-
rles as evidence that they need little
or no money. The truth s, that a
legislative appropriation should be
made along the Ilines preseribed by
the constitution to bring up the de-
ficlent schools to a minimum stand-
ard. The dispensary mon.y has been
apportioned under a law dxing three
months of $75.00 salary as the mini-
mum standard, but the educational
#sentiment of the State has passed the
point where it can be longer ratisfed
with this minimum. It would be littie
enough for the legislature to contrib-
ute to the efficlency of the nublic
schools & sum equal to the amount
It appropriates to the State colleges.
A much smaller sum, as estimated by
the State superintendent In his an-
nual report, would be more than ade-
quate to Insure a six months' term with
a $210.00 teacher to every school in
the State that could make itself de-
serving of this aid by conforming tn
the proper policy in its location and the
quality of {te teacher,

Other prime necds of the public
achools could be more than met by
the remaining fund from the legisla-
tive appropriation suggested. First of
these should be the guarantee of an
expert supervisor of schools to each
county. This is a day when no husl-
ness Is undertaken without expert
management. The State Is a genera-
tifon behind the times when it under-
takes to conduct a great business cnat

Ing nearly a milllon dollars a year with
no safeguards to Insure competent

way must be
total
Interest of economy to expend $1,000
4 year In each county to Insure the
the community {s|proper supervision
the money
in schools,
bring the country schools Into system !
cannot be
actlon—the
financial and Intellectual power of the
Btate.
gsembly the plan of counly
ucatlon and expert superintendent of
education set forth in the annual re-

ucation and expert superintendents of
education.

ter methods In agricultuye in our State.
Farming {8 stlll the chief basis of our
prosperity, and any expenditure that
can make the farms

Ignorance |

a large per cent. of the
expenditure, It would be i the

and direction of n!]l
that is now being expended ;
This advanced step to:

taken except through State

tesuit of  the combined
1 commend to the general an-
boards of ed-

We have long felt the need of bot-

more productive !
and farm life more atlractive to the
masses of the white people In South
Carollna would be g ‘lessing to the
pregent and future generations. There
I8 an alarming exodus from the coun-
try to the town. The lands are [n
some sections being deserted to the
negroes. The sturdy yeomanry who
have been the strength and pride of
South Carolina must bhe preserved or
the character of our State may be rad-
lcally changed for the worse, We
need to make the farmas not ouly more
productive, but in every way possible
more atiractive to the women ana
children, If we are to check this migra-
tion to town. Better educational fa-
cliitles In the country are the Ercat
need, and not merely better common
schoois, but high schools Elving train-
Ing for the dutles of life in the coun-
try and developing a taste and love
for rural surroundings and labors, I
commend the plan for home schools
for girls and farm schools for boys
recommended by the State superinten-
dent of educntion in his snnual Te-
port. This offers a practieal solttion
of the problem. These schools would
be Inexpensive and could be easily
provided. There {8 no publlc expen-
diture that would bring such large re-
turna for the small outlay. If thls
legislature will seriously take up the
matter, it may inaugurate o new epoch
In the industrial and soclal life of
Bouth Carolina. I urge leglslation
permitting each county to vote upon
itself 2 tax not exceedlng 2 mills for
such schools and providing the proper
machinery. for the management, to-
zethér with a leglslative appronrin-
tion to provide the plant for the first
county voting the extra tax for the
support.

The professor of pedagogy in South
Carolina college has addressed a com-
munication to the board expressing
his dissatisfaction -with the present
attendance in that department, and
urging that the scholarships be made
of some financlal value so as to en-
nble men teachers to mraue the course
there as contemplated in the act pro-
viding these scholarships two to a
county, It is in line with the urgent

The Btute was & long time In gee-
it?g tthe Reee?slltr rgr such an institu-

on for i1 girls and In doin e d
itself justice, but now i
astarted In this
ed educational work it g meet that it
should make Winthrop the equal of
any simlilar institution n the country,

CLEMBON COLLEGE.

Clemson College opened last Sep-
tember with a matriculation list of
619 students, which number is very
near the limit of its accommodation,
The character of work done by the
students is8 much In advance of former
yYears, and the Institution Ig rapidly
growing in favor with the people,
And justly so, for It is doing a great
service to the State in sending out
such a large number of Young men
with practical training to take charge
of pursuits looking to malerlal benefit
to the people in developing the re-
sources of the Stete. The various de-
bartments are being steadlly devel-
oped, and the facllitles for work are
belng rapldly Increased. Clemson re-
celves no direct appropriation through
you, For detailed information as to
ita financial condition and in regard to
the different departments I refer you
to the mnnual report of the college,
which will he submitted to you.

SOUTH CAROLINA MILITARY

ACADEMY,
The report of the superintendent of
this Institution wiil be submitted to
you. The school is doing & good work
for the young men of the State, and is
run economleally. The board of visit-
ors will ask for an appropriation of
$25,000 for maintenance, £1,000 for re-
palrs to bulldings and $260 for addi-
tions to library, making a total of
$26,250. It should be remembered that
the Academy educates YOUng -men
from each county nabsolutely free out
of the appropriation asked, and I
recommend to you the request of the
h;l):lard of visitors as entirely reason-
* able,
THE INSTITUTION FOR THE EDU-
CATION OF THE DEAF AND
DUMB AND BLIND.

The annual report of the superin-
tendent of this institution glves in de-
tall all necessary Information in re-
ference to the work being done by the
State for the education of her blind
and deaf children, and also fully sets
forth the amount of appropriation
necessary for the malntenance of the
se¢hool for the ensuing flscal year.

The sunerintendent neks for an ap-
propriation of $24,000 for support, and
$500 for general repairs. This request
has the full and unqualified endorse-
ment of the hoard of commissloners.

The reputntion established by the
monagement of this institution for
consetvative estimates, and the eco-
nomical expenditures and the increas-
ed attendance, are a sufficlent guar-
anty that a less sum than asked for
would not suffice for the proper main-
tenance of the school.

COLORED COLLEGE.

recommendation of the State superin-
tendent of education in his report that

leglislature Bupporting
scholarships for € women tea ra
in Winthrop college and men teachers
in South Carolina college, I _commend
thir to the general assemnbly,

The conference of trustees of the
State colleges has  recommended an
appropriaton of $1,000 annually to
provide post-graduate acholarships in
the Bouth Carolina college, the bene-
ficiariea to be selected by the' several
State collegis and other collegen In
the State oi approved standing from
among their respective graduntes—
one from each college—making about
ten pickad craduntes to pursue higher
studies In Columbia. This would be
the beginning of a policy to coordinate
the work of the several colleges in
the State, and musi result in better
understanding and more effectlve co-
operation. The provision of these
scholarships would be o stimulus to
higher learning. T can hardly think
of a direction in which so smnall an
expenditure would bhe so frultful of
benefits.  The executlve committee ¢
the conference will memorialize the
legislature giving the plan more in
detall. I commend the policy to the
approval of your honorable body.

The average number of weeks of
the school term in 28 out of 40 countles,
was 21 for the whites and 14.27 for
colored schools.

BOUTH CAROLINA COLLEGE.

This honored institution continues to
measure up to the high standard of
efficlency which It has maintained dur-
Ing the past hundred “rars. Its affairs
are wisely administered, and the emi-
nently successful, useful and honor-
able careers of Its graduntes emphn-
size the wisdom of the State in con-
tinuing its maintenance. The tollege
now has 203 students, who are work-
Ing earnestly and harmoniously with
thelr professors, and there is good rea-
g0on to hope that thlk year may add
an eminently successful one to I(s his-
tory.  An appropriation of at least
235,000 will be asked. For further and
detalled Information 1 refer vou to the
report of the bonrd of trustees.
WINTHROP NORMAL AND INDUS-

TRIAYT, COLLEGE.

There is no more Important Institu-
tion in the State than Winthrop col-
lege. Its vital Importance conslgts In
the fact that it educates and trains the
future mothers and teachers of the
State. It Is now universally recognlied
that if a people are to be aducated and,
therefore, great and Influentinl, the
women of that people must be edu-
cated. An educated mother means edu-
cated children. Women are the natu-
ral teachers of children and Winthrop
college s dolng n great service to the
State by glving a professional train-
ing to these natural tenchers. The col-
lege has sent out 416 graduates In its
short llife—carnest, devoted women,
most of whom are teaching In  thia
State and by their work and example
are elevating the tone and standard of
the eommon schonls. The college has
reached and benefited a great many
more girls than this, however. Dur-
ring the past seven and ‘a half years
there have been enrolled In the depart-
ment of gewing, dressmaking and mil-
Inery 956 students, through whom the
work has reached al lerst 900 homes
throughout the State.

The new bullding has made it pos-
sible to have practieally all students

The Colored Normal, Industrial, Ag-
ricultural and Mechanieal college will
ask for an appropriation of not less
.than $10,000, half of which amount js
needed - to - fmeh-and equip -the -brick
Industrial bullding. This building has
been in course of erection during the
past two years, and. should be ecom-
pleted at as early date as possible.
The other $5,000 asked s for current
eéxpenses, The institutlon at present
having more than 600 students, it {s a
very reasonable amount. This college,
since Its foundation In 1896, has been
run on economlical principles, The
total ¢ vpropriations recelved by it dur-
Ing the whole period of Its existence
amount to only $62,600, an average of
less than $9,000 for each year, recelved
| from the State.

MEDICAL COLLREGE, !

The Medical College of the State of
South Carolina, located at Charleston,
! continues to place at the disposal of
the governor the privilege of ‘appoint-
Ing to scholarships, good for one year,
feven young men or young women, one
from each congressional district of the
State. The appointments have been
made each year, and the effort has
, been to secure deserving and ambitious
| Young men and young women irom
among the applicants. The liberality
of this Institution deserves com-
mendution, for by giving these schol.
arships it has alded many young en
and young wemen In thelr efforts to
fit themselves for their life work.

HILD LABOR.

A compulsory education law would
help very much in the solution of the
child labor question. In fact, the
adoption of a child labor law will
necessitate compulsory education.

This question must be met and
solved, and the sooner it is done the
less difficult of solution §t will be.
England, France, Germany and all the
manufacturing States in the north of
Gur own country, after thorough in-
vestigation and long experience, look-
Ing both to the mental and moral up-
lifting and the material advancement,
of the people, have declded to pro=-
hibit the labor in mills of children of
tender age. We cannot longer avold
the responsibllity. That the State has
a right to interfere, no_ thoughtful
citizen will questioii. No one can suc-
cessfully controvert the position that
this Iabor of long nnd constant hours
Is injurfous to the child, and, there-
fore, affects the citizenship of the fu-
ture., This being true, the State has
A right to come in and say it shall be
Atopped.

We have rapidly grown into a man-
ufacturing State, and are belng forced
to meet strong competition from other
Bections.  Viewlng the question from
this purely commercial standpoint, to
meet this competition we must have
skilled and intelligent labor, and this
can only be secured In the operatives
of the fuature by the education and
preparation of the children of the pres-
ent. And the children of the present
ecannot be educated and prepared for
their duties and for good citizenship
if they are required to labor constantly
in the mills during their tender years.
It Is a duty which you owe to hu-
manity., and tg the cltizenship of the
future,” to proteef these children by
prohibiting thelr labor In our manu-
factories, .
Those who oppose the measure will
argue that It Is an Interference with
family government. This is a fallacy.
The child is not a chattel or an acci-

not living in Nock Hill equally under
college authority, and has enabled
them to ‘share equally In all college
opportunitdes. It has also served to
bring the faculty and students into
close and plensant relations

The fact that 54 per cent. of the
students at Winthrop last year could
not have attended any other college
if Winthrop had not hrought education
within their reach I8 evidence of the
much needed work It is doing for the
State.

I wigh to eommend the public spirit
shown by the graduates and thelr
izorough recognition of their duty to
the State by the organization among
them of a soclety for the Improvement

management, The money wasted In this

of the country schools of the State.

dent, but it has rights in the divine
plan which even the parent must re-
spect, It {8 here for a purpose, and
ahould have the opportunity for the
best possible training and education to
fit it for the accomplishment of that
purpose. Then, toon, it Is sometimes a
fquestion whether the State or the cor-
poration shall say what i8 to be done
with the child, for many times the
parent who lives in the mill communlity
must be governed by what the mill
owner says, and cannot always msend
his echild to school, even if he deslrea
to do so, if the labor of the child is
eeded In the mill,

2 Iptdlﬂ a perplexing question, but it is
a question of such vital importance
to the State that it should be settled




