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WAR STORIES.

The A ttempt to Form a Northwestern Con-
federacy.

Col. T. A. Burr, a well knowr Con-
federate officer prints in the Philadel-
phia Times an account of the atiempt
to liberate the 20,000 Confederate
prisoners confined in Chicago, Colum-
bus and Sandusky in 1864, and to in-
augurate a Northwestern Confederacy.

Maj. C. H. Cole, of the Fifth Ten- !

nessee Regiment, was a leading spirit
in the plot.
tions in Richmond, and reported to
the Hon. Jacob Thompson, then in
Canada. Jacob assigned him to the
command of the Department of the
Ohio, with his headquarters at San-
dusky.

At Camp Douglas, near Chicago,
thare were about 3,000 Confederate
prisoners; at Camp Chase, near Co-
lumbus, Ohio, about 8,000 more, and
at Camp Morton, near Indiapapolis,
about 4,000, On Johnson's Island, in
Sandusky Bay, there were about 3,200
QConfederate officers oconfined. The
objeot was to simultaneously release
all these prisoners and officer the men
in the other three camps with the offi-
cers on Johneon's Island. With this
force and the active aid of Northern
sympathizers it was thought that a
Northwestern Confederacy was not
impossible. Major Tom Hinds, now
judge at Bowling Green, Ky., had the
Btate of Illincis, with his headquar-
ters at Chicago. Major Castleman
had Indiaoa, with his headquarters
ut Centralia. At all of these places
Northern allies were working in con-
J inction.

The time selected for making the
assault upon these camps was to be
gauged by Gen. Early's attack upon
Washington, so as to make it impossi-
ble for any of the troops to be sent
North to reinforce the limited number
of Federal soldiers then in the North-
west. The Northwest was selected as
the basis of operations because there
was great rebellion there against con-
soriptions, and the people were gener-
ally tired of the war.

It was at first intended to strike tho
blow while the National Convention
was in session in Chicago. Four
thousand Confoderate soldiers and
sympathizers were in Chiocago at that
time ready for the work. REarly's de-
lay in striking Washington caused a
postponement. Among the Northern
allies Col. Burr places Brisk Pomeroy.
He asserts, on the authority of Major
Cole, that Jacob Thompson gave Pom-
eroy money to establish the La Crosse
Demoorat.

On Major Cole’s assignment to com-

mand at Sandusky he was instructed
to capture the United States man-of-
war Miohigan.: She was the only arm-
ed vessel on the lakes, . 1d ith herin
their power, the Confederates felt as-
sured of success. Cole went to Erie
where the Michigan was lying before
she was sent up as guardship to the
prisoners on  Johnson's Island.
Through friends he made the acquain-
tance of the officers, entertained them
handsomely, and was invited to the
ship, 8o that when it came to Sandus-
ky he was always a weloome guest. He
established himself in Sandusky as an
oil speculator, organized the Mount
Hope 0il Company, and located a well
near Titusville, Pa. Judge Fillmore,
.of Buffalo, was eleoted presidentand
Colo was eleoted seoretary. This gave
him a business standing; and his pooi-
tion as secretary and practioal mana-
govof the company readily acocounted
for the travel it was neoessary for him
to do in furtherance of his military du-
ty. It also explained the abundanoce of
money he had and bis willingness to
spend it.

He received from Mr. Thompson
$50,000 in gold, a portion of which
was deposited in the bank at Sandusky
to his oredit, There was also an ac-
count kept in Philadelphia with Drex-
el & Cn., in the name of John Bell.
He nlso had an account with Belmont,
in New York. The Confederacy had
plenty of means in its secret service
fund. Cole says that therc was some-
taing like $86,000,000 altogether to
the eredit of the Confederate Commis-
sioner and his colleague. Most of it

..was, he believes, deposited in the bank
at Toronto. He turned his attention
to cultivating the acquaintance of offi-
cers of the Miehigan and ell military
officers stationed at Sandusky, or who
came there, 88 a prerequisite to suo-
cess in releasing the Confederate
prisoners. He wined and dined the
officers continually, and was on excel-
lent footing with them. He soon
found it necessary to have men in his

. employ on board the Michigan and also
.on Johnson's Island. As the United

. Btates government wanted both sea-

yvinen and soldiers two Confederates were
<r.isted as seamen and sent aboard the
Mi.ligan. Ten more men were enliat~
ed as soldiers and went on duty as
members of the regiment doing 'duty
on Johnson’s Island. Besides Cole’s
gooial welations with the officers, he
/:rwu in a position to be fully'posted as

He received kLis instruc- |

to what was going on, both on the ves-

gel and on the island. The men en-

listed as Federal soldiers were of infi-
,nite value in communicating with the
 Confederate officers and in getting
,arms to them. Cole tells the following
incident:

‘'Not long before our plans were
completed Mr. Thompscn, at one of
our conferences in Canada, said he
' would like to visit and look over the
| steamer Michigan before we attacked
(her, and alss personally inspect
the details of my plans upon the
grou;. 1,

*“‘If you think it safe, Mr. Thomp-
| son, I should be glad to have you do
8o,’ I said.

*‘He did not reply, and we parted
without my knowing what hisinten-
tions were. A few days after, while
sitting in my room at the West House,
Sandusky, the servant came and said:
‘Your aunt is in the parlor and would
like to see you.’

“I told Miss Annie Davis to go
down and invite her up. Of course I
knew it was not my aunt, but I was
never taken by surprise at anything,
and was always on my guard. I sup-
posed, possibly, that it was a
female courier with orders or informa-
tion.

““Miss Davis went down io the par-
lor, aud in a moment returned with an
elderly lady, nicely dressed in a style
that well became her age.

‘“When the veil was removed there
stood Jake Thompson. I was wholly
aback, as the disguise was perfeot, and
the assumption of the character easy
and graceful.

I sent word to the Michigan that I
had a lady relative who had stopped
over to visit what she had never senn,
a man-of-war, and that I should like
to bring her abcard. They returned a
cordisl invitation, and that afternoon
Mr. Thompson and I went out to the
ship. Mr. Thompson went all over
the ship, and in a equeaky voice put
such questions about her construction
and arrangement as a rural female of
well advanced years and small oppor-
tunities for gleaning information
would be likely to propound. No
one suspected him and the officers were
exoeedingly polite to the one that
they afterward spoke of as my ‘country
aunt,’ "’

After Thompson's visit to the
Michigan Cole spent three weeks in
Philadelphia recruiting. He estab-
lished his headquarters at Twelfth and
Chestnut streets, in the Girard Build-
ing or old Cadwallader House. He also
had another rendezvous on Fifth
Street, between Chestnut and Walout
where a man was ostensibly recruiting
an artillery company for the United
States sorvice. It was here that most
of the men for the oapture of the
Michigan were hired. They were paid
$40 a month and expenses. The mon-
ey was drawn from Drexel's bank to
meet the ourrent expenses of these
agencies and to pay the men.

The plan fully matured, it was de-
cided to make the attack on Septem-
ber 19, 1864. The intention was the
moment the Michigan was captured
and the Confederate officers were re-
leased, to cut all the telegraph wires
leading out of Sandusky, seize a rail-
road train, run down to Columbus, as-
gist in releasing the prisoners there,
then run back to Sandusky and eatab-
lish the temporary headquarters of the
the Confederate Department of the
Northwest. Gen. Trimble, of Mary-
land, who was the ranking Confeder-
ate officer oonfined on Johnson's
Island, was to be made commander-
in-chief, and Cole had in his pocket a
commission from the Confederate gov-
ernment appointing him to that posi-
tion the moment he was released.
Cole was supplied with other com-
missions in blank, all properly
signed and attested, to give to all
other men who enlisted in the Con-
federate army for this service. This
was done to make them regular Con-
federate soldiers, so that their ser-
vices would be legitimate aots of
warfare as long as they obeyed or-
ders.

Major Hinds, in command at Chioa-
go, and Major Castleman, in command
at Centralia, were to attack Camp
Douglas and Camp Morton simulta-
neously with Cole's attack upou John-
son's Island. Major Hinds was also
charged with the duty of capturing one
of the iron 'steamers plying between
Grand Haven, Mich., and Milwaukee,
Wis. Through some misunderstand-
ing none of the others made the attack
although Cole telegraphed before leav-
ing Dotroit, on the morning of the
19th, to Charley Walsh, a citizen of
Chicago, who'was Major Hinds’ as-
sistant, and is now street commission-
er of that oity, as follows:

Detroit, Sept. 19, 1864.
Close out all the stock of the Mount
H.udpe Oi% Oomplng before 8 o'alask
t s 0 mpt. ; :
TN SRR U Oole.

This meant that the attack would
be made on the Michigan at b o’clock
that evening. Cole left Sandusky for
Deiroit on Saturday, with all arrange-
ments perfected. He had previously
determiced to capture the Philo Par-
sons, a vessel plying in the lake trade
for service in transporting our troops.
The plan was to go abqard of her at
Detroit and the men who were to
a8sist in her capture wero to get on at
the various points at which she touch-
ed on the Canadian shore.

Cole wcat on board the Parsons at 4
p. m., of the 18th, and spent most of
his time with Capt. Atwood, her com-
mander. He had made his acquain-
tance some time before, and frequent-
ly came overon his vessel. Bhe left
ber wharf on the morning of the 19th,
and touched at her various stopping
places on the Canada side of the De-
troit River. At Windsor and at Mal-
den Cole’s men got onboard. He wes
in the pilot house with Capt. Atwood
when the boat touched at both places,
80 that he could note the men as they
came on board, and be where they
could see him. At Malden, Atwood,
observing the unusual number of
secdy-looking men getting aboard,
said: *‘How many skedaddlers are
coming on this morning? Those fel-
lows are all well off. They ran out of
the United States to escape the draft,
and are now returning. They lcok
hard, but all of them have means, and
are men of position.”

*“Yes, poor fellows,”* Cole replied,
“‘they have hed & hard time.''

J. Yates Beale,Cole’s second officer,
was in readiness for the work. When
they left Malden Cole gave asignal to
assign the men totheir.positions. He
did so. A fine engineer, well armed,
was placed near the engine, and one
of the men well equipped for the work
appointed to every important place on
the boat. Cole himself preferred to
deal with the captain. When Beale
had everxthing in readiness Cole gave
the signal and clapped his re-
volver to Captain Atwood’'s head,
and said: “Captain, you are my pris-
oner."’

‘“What's the matter, Cole?’’ he ask-
ed in great astonishment.

“You are my prisoner. I take pos-
session of this ship in the name of the
Confederate States government. Go
below."’

The arrest of the Captain was fol-
lowed by the capture of the men by
other soldiers, They werae eent below
and the hatoches put down. The. pas-
sengers were assured that they should
oot be molested. The stars and bars
were run up with the announcement:
““This flag is a guarantee of protection
to women and children.”” This assur-
anoe wad sacredly kept, although it cost
some effort. The regular Confederate
soldiers were perfeot gentlemen, but
some of those hired from Philadelphis,
New York and other oities, were not.
It was necessary to put some of them
overboard to make good the promise
given when the Confederate flag was
hoisted. '

About 12;30 the Parsons caught the
Island Queen unloading freight at Pat-
in-Bay Island. She oarried a large
number of passengers, among them 300
unarmed soldiers going to Cleveland to
get mustered ont. The Parsons ran
alongside of } *, made fast and cap-
tured her. The two steamers then
went to Fighting Island, where the
passengers were put ashore. There
was no possible means of esoape, and
therefore no danger that they would
give warning. The sateamers then
ran toward the Michigan, which lay in
sight. L

Cole left the Parsons in a small
hoat, and rowed directly to the Michi-
gan. His plan. was to capture the
ship by strategy. Before going to De-
troit he had arranged to give the offi-
cbrs an entertainment on board that
evening at b o'clock, and had eent the
wine and other requisites to the vessei
before he left Sandusky. Therefure
his coming on board that day excited
no suspicion. The men selected to
make the oapture were to come out
from the shore in small boats, osten-
sibly fishing, and surround the Miohi-
gan. When Cole went aboard they
were to draw nearer the ship. At a
given signal from him they were to
board her, put down the hatches, and
the vessel would be wor without firing
a gun. Everything worked like a
charm. On the verge of success Cole
delayed giving the signal a moment
too long. He was himself captured,
instead of capturing the Michigan. He
was in the wardroom drinking wine
with tho officers, and was just making
an excuse (o go on deck to give the
signal, when an officer from Johnson’'s
Island approached him, saying:
‘*Captain Cole, you are my prison-
‘‘Captain of what?'" he asked, with
a laugh. ‘‘Certainly no man will ac-
cuse me of being a soldior.”

““No,"” replied the officer, “‘but here
is a telegram saying you are a Qonfed-
erate spy, and are in a conapiracy to
onptare Johnson’s Island. It orders
your arrest. We must at least take yon
into custody.” :

*‘Oh, that'sall right,’’ Cole anewered
although he felt that it was all up with
him. :

‘“Bergeant, search him," ordered th
officer. . :

The sergeant began his work, and
almost thefirat thing he found was a

o

er

commision from the Confederate
Government. That was enough.
Cole was put under arrest and closely
guarded.

A Col. Johnson, of Kentucky, had
betrayed Lim. He dropped & paper
containing the information of his pur-
poses upon the wharf just as they
were leaviog Maulden on the morning
of the 19th of September. [t was
picked up and the facts communioated
to the provost marshal at Detroit. He
telegraphed to the officers of the
steamer Miohigan, but the dispatoh
was by acoident delivared to the com-
manding officer on Johnson's Island.
It was merely by chance that the
message reached the boat in time to
save her from ocapture and upset Cole's
plans.

On his arrest Cole was asked who
were his sccomplices. They were all
around the vessei and were still un-
known. Quiok as a flash he devised a
plan to save thew. He named twelve
of the most prominent oitizens of San-
dusky as his co-conspirators, knowing
that they would be at once arrested.
He felt assured that his female accom-
plice in the city, who was watching the
bay for the signal of success,, would be
warned of his oapture, and alarm the
men in boats. He was not mistaken.
The first man arrested was Mr. West,
who kept the hotel where he stopped.
Annie Davie knew he had failed the
moment it ocourred. Quickly slipping
from the hotel, she took a small boat,
rowed out and gave the alarm to the
men in the fishing boats, and they to
the Parsons and Queen. Beale souttled
the Queen and sunk her in sight of the
Michigan, and running the Parsons
over to the Canada shore, sunk her.
Every man but Cole escaped. Annie
Davis also got away, but she was oup-
tured a day or two after, when she came
back to bring notice from the Confed-
erate Government that they would hold
two officers as a ransom for Cole, and
would erecute them if he was dealt
with in eny other way than as a Con-
federate soldier angaged in legitimate
warfare,

Johnson cut his throat at the bar-
racks iu Cincinnati while being held as
a witness for the Federal Government
against Cole.

After Cole’s arrest he was confined
on the Michigan until after Gens. Dix,
Heintzelman and Hitohoook visited the
vessel to make an investigation. They
came on board on a bright September
dsy. It was thought that the Knights
of the Golden Circle were in the plot,
and they were in search of evidenoce.
They asked for Cole.

Cole says that he wss quietly smok-
ing a cigar when the officer came below
to escort him on deck. In going for-
ward he knew that he had to pass di-
reotly over the magazime. He palled
vigorously at his ocigar to get it well
lighted, then taking it from his mouth
he held it by his side, and in passing
dropped itinto the little air-hole which
opened into the magazine. He, there-
foro, reached the deck, expecting that
every moment the powder would ex-
plode and that the ship and all on
board would be scattered to the four
winds. The fire in the ocigar, howey-
er, died away without reaching the
powder. The three Generals heard.
his story, sud Gen. Heintzelman,
on learning of the trick played on the
twelve citizens of Sandusky, thunder-
ed out: I

‘‘Captain Carter, why in the thunder
didn’t you harg that man to the yard-
arm?"’

The records of the War Department
show that he wastrisd in Cidocinnati
by a wmilitary court, of which Gen.
Heintzelman was president, and con-
victed of the charge of piracy and of
being a spy. He was senteneed to be
hung on the 16th of February, 1885,
on Johneon's Island. the point against
which he had directed his best efforts
as a Confederate officer. He made
two desperate attempis to escape while
confined on Johmnson's Island, and it
was finally decided to remove him to
Fort Lafayette. Legal proceedings
bad delayed his exeoution, and a pe-
tition gotten up by the ladies of north-
ern Ohio, among whom were the niece
of ex-Secretary Columbus Delano, and
the daughter of Gen. M. D. Leggett,
since Commissioner of Patents, soft-
ened the publio:feeling. The two la-
dies nsmed were passengers on the
Island Queen when Cole captured her,
and were not only protected but shown

perfeot courtesy by him .and his offi-

cers. These influences, ocombined
with the appeal of powerful friends of
the officers held in Richmond as hosta-
ges for him, secured a commutation of
his sentence to imprisonmant for life
at the Dry Tortugas.

Before this, however, Cole was re- |

moved to Fort Lafayette. John Y.
Beale endeavored to rescue him while
on the way to the fort. They tried to
wreok the train whioh he had ¢aken on
the Lake Shore Roed, but they wreck-
ed the wrong train. Beale was cap-
tured, tried, sentenced to be hanged,
and suffered the death penalty on
Governor’s Island;-while, as the se-
quel shows, his  friend, first

sentenced to Jdeath, and for whom |
he gave his life, escaped all punish- |

ment.

It is olaimed by those who profess |'

to know, that the exeoution of Beale

short distance above Washington,
where many of his relatives now live.
He was the intimate friend of John
Wilkes Booth. When Beale was sen-
tenced to death Booth made a powes-
ful astempt to savo his life. He en-
listed !l the eminent men he possibly
conld to aid him in his efforts, but
there seemed no hope of success. As
& lasi resors he begged his infiueniial
friends to seoure him an audience
with President Lincoln. Quite a
number of them oconsented to do so,
smong whom was the late Col. John
W. Forney. The audience was grant-
ed a short time before Beale was to be
hung, and Booth made a plea for his
life whioh moved Mr. Linoola to tears.
The kind-hearted President would
doubtless have commuted Beale's sen-
tonce after the ocourrenoe of the night
but Seoretary Stanton said: “‘There
haa been too much leniency ic dealing
with these fellows. Cole’'s sentence
has been commuted. The law ought
to take its course in Beale's cssa.”
It did, and Beale was hung. Booth’s
failure to save the lifo of his friend is
said to have so preyed npon his mind
thet it gradually worked him up to the
poict of szssassicatisg Prosidens Lia-
colo.

Cole remained in prison at Fort Jia-
fayette, and, after making onme inef-
feotusl attempt to ezcape, wes on the
10th day of February, 1866, brought
out of prison on » writ of habess cor-
pus issued by the District court of New
York, at the instance of Jake Thomp-
son and other Confederate leaders. He
escaped to Canada and thence to Mox-
ico, where he led a life of adventure
under Maximilian. Hewas finally par-
doned by the President, and returned
to the United Btates with several prom-
inent Confederates who were in Mexico
for a time after the war, awaiting ex-
eoutive olemenoy. He is now a citizen
of Texas, largely interested in the de-
velopment of the railroad system i
that State. :

Giri Weds Mother's Husband.

A strange romanoe in the lives of
James H. Nichols and his wife Awan-
da heas just been made known. Thir-
ty-five yeers sgo the two were married.
After living together three years ‘his
wife left Nichols because of his alleg-
ed mistreatment of her. Being dis-
couraged, and feeling that reconcilia-
tion with her wae impossible, Nichols
went West and located in the mining
regions of California, to begin life
anew. Several years leter his wife
saw his name in a list of killed in &
mining accident in California.

Believing Nichols dead, and baving
met another man with whom she fell
in love, she was again married. Her
second husband was Richard Vancou-
ver, a wealthy manufacturer. A
daughter was born to them. Twenty-
five years passed away and this daugh-
ter had grown to womanhood. ‘Mr.
Vancouver had a brother living in Los
Angeies, Cal., and having some im-
portant business to attend to there he
went to Los Angeles, his danghter ac-
companying him. After looking into
his business interests Vancouver re-
turned, leaving his daughter, Sarah,
to visit with her uncle during the

.winter.

Just before Christmas Sarah be-
came acquainted with James H. Nich-
ols, her mother’s former husband, who
had become a wealthy mine owner.
The two fell in love and were married,
neither knowing of the peculiar oir-
cumstances attached to the wedding
until a few - years later.. When ‘Mrs.
ivichol’s parents went to visit at'their
daughter’s home thé girl’s mother and
her husband recognized each other.

— The gas bill may be a lighs aﬂ!ic-'

tion, but

@etting it receipted iz a
heavy one. ‘
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el oven of a Buck’s Stove.

tions at once, and save expense of coming to see you,.

in use for over 30 years, has borne the tore: of
_ . 4 Allow'no one to deceive you in this,
All Counterfeits, Imitatio and “Just-as-good®” are by
Experiments that trifle wi and endanger the health of
Infants and Children—Exp against Experimant,

What is CASTORIA
QUastoria is a harmless substitute for Castor Oll, Pare-
goric, Drops and Soothing Syrups. It is Plessant. It
contains neither Opium, Morphine nor other Narcotls
substance. Its age is its guarantee. It destroys Worms
and allays Feverishness. It cures Diarrhecea and Wisd
Oolic. It relieves Testhing Troubles, cures Constipation
and Flatulency. It assimilates the Food. regulaten the -
Stomach and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sloep.
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The Children’s Panscee—The Mother'a Friend,

canuine CASTORIA Atwave

In .Use For Over 30 Years. |
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A Woell Furnished Home

Is not necessarily an expensively
furnished one, as at TOLLY’S hand- |
some, even sumptuous, FURNITURE
is procurable withont great outlay
Not that we deal in knocked-together [
made-to-sell sort, but because we are
content with # -wasonable profit on
really good wrucles 'of Furniture
Our best witness is the Goods theme
pelves, B ;

Yours traly

_ @. F. TOLLY & SON,
The 014 Reliable Furniture Dealers, Depot 8t., Anderson, 8. C.

Let Him Strut!
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Do You Ove Me? _

If 50 come in at onoe and settle, ns I must make collec- §
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JOHN T. BURRISS.
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