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'WAR STOAIES

An Adventure so

To the Editor of the News
rier: I lately asked my old

schoolmate. Gen. Samue Fergu-
son, (a Charlestonian, ag¥raduate of
West Point and a gallan@onfederato
soldier,) whether he ever had a

hand-to-hend fight
during the civil war
licutenant colonel
eral of eavalry an
pally with ind
which were mob

| the enemy
Ie had been a

d served prinei- |
ndent commands,
and, therefore, ex-
nal chanees of skir-
ats at close quarters,

and my qu@ftion was intended to
elicit inforgfftion on the frequency of
such evengin our war. Gen. Fergu-
son thegdtold me the story which is
narratcgghelow. [ urged him to pub-
lish it fbut he declined to do so, on
the gfounds that he did not care to

re itself was 8o extraordinary as
x credulity. KEventually, on my
ssing representation that in the
terest of history the memory of such
an incident should not be allowed to
perish, he gave me permission to do
what I thought best in the matter,
and I now use that permission to make
publio a very remarkable combat,

Gen. Ferguson's story was as fol-
lows:

““Only on one ocoasion during the
war was I engaged in any affair which
can be called a hand-to-hsnd fight and
- 1t oame about in this way:

“Towards the close of a winter af-
ternoon in November, 1862, I was rid-
ing aloog o country road in Missis-
8ippi, when my horss was stopped by
a worm fence built directly across the
road, the riders cf which were heavy
logs. I dismounted, hitched my
horse and tried to throw over the rider
of the panel which barred my way, but
the result was that the whole fence
fell, carrying me with it. On rising
to my feet I was suffering intense pain
and found my right arm broken. My

_ first objeot was to getto my horse,
who was on the other sideof the fence,
After following the ocourse of the
fenoe for twenty yards I found a pauel
down, went through it, mounted my
horse and pursued my way.

“Finding it impossible to get ade-
quate surgical treatment where I wos
I soon after wentto Charleston and
consulted the distinguished surgeon,
Dr. Chopin, in regard to my injured
arm. As soon a8 he looked at it he
said: ‘You have had a remarkable
accident, an anterior dislocation of
the radius, whiock does not occur more
than onoce in five hundred dislocations:
of the fore arm." This contribution
of mine to the higher surgery kept me
from duty for three months and, when
at the end of that period I was dis-
charged by the surgeon, my right arm
was 8o stiff that it could not be bent
at the elbow. The bearing of this ac-
cident upon my adventure will be ob-
vious later on.

“In February, 1863,1 reported for
duty in Mississippi, and was put by
Gen. Pemberton in command of a
foroe of about ninety irregular cavalry
and a battery of six guns made up of
detachments from three batteries and
commanded by Lieut. Woods, of Bled-
soe’s Missouri battery. The cavalry-
men had no sabres, some had shot-
guns, some pistols, some were entirely
unarmed, aod all were untrained and
undisciplined. My orders were with
this force to harass tue Federal gun-
boai transports on the Mississippi
River. My operations quickly caused
the landing at Greenville, Missiesippi,
of a Federal forco, coneisting of 1,200
infantry, 250 cavalry and a battery of
artillery, all under Gen. Burbage, for
the purpose of capturing or driving off
my force. The latter object was casily
acoomplished; my cavalry was attack-
ed, scattered and pursued over the
level country, and my battery was left
to make a perilous retreat by a road
following the right bank of Deer
Creck, which protected in a manner its
left flank. A curious episoda of that
day's history was that I sawin the
distance my wife's father, mounted on
her favorite white horse, captured and
faken to the rear by the enemy, with-
0 ¢ being able to protect him.

‘‘Alarmed by the exposed position
of the battery, I left it and rode rap-
idly eastward, with the purpose of
rallying my cavalry and bringing them
back to the support of the battery. I
was mounted on a magnificent thor-
oughbred horse, which I had bought
in Virginia, and trained in the Bou-
cher method of jumping, and I was
armed with the old-fashioned Colt’s
army revolver of six chambers. I
wore no asbre becauso my right arm
was absolutely useless for that pur-
po=e.' In, the course of the morning
fight [ had lost my hat. Seven ong’l-
rymeus who had stood by ' me, assom-
panied me in the ride, We had«sid-
den rapidly some distance when we

- paw, ove hundred yards in front of us,

brigadier gen- |

traordinary as to a5
‘l.ﬂit‘y. e

art

menyWho had got into our rear, had
.efiptured some of my men and some
negroes, anG now entirely barred our
line of retreat. The alternatives pre-
sented to me were my surrender and
{ the loss of my men and probably of

j the battery, on the ane hand, and an

(attack on this opposing force., I
chose the latter, trusting to the Bupe-
riority of my horse to be able to force
my way through the encmy and to
escape. Drawing 1wy revolver and
calling upon my men to charge, I rode
straight toward the enemy. My men
who, as I have said, were practically
unarmed, failed to follow me and
scattered about, aad in a mément I
was alone, within twenty fect of four
of the enemy, the rest of them having
probably scattered in pursuit of my
men., 1 then diggovered that these
four men had been brought to a stand-
gtill in their movement towards we
by a diteh, which their horses could
not oross. I halted and we began
ehooting at each other across the
ditch, I firing three shots without any
result, wy aim having been affected
by the restiveness of my horse and
the condition of my arm,

‘‘At this moment my horse sudden-
ly fell with me, but quickly got up.
In the fall, however, my forehead, be-
ing unprotected, was struck by the
heavy revolver and I was in a measure
dazed by the blow. Rapidly rocover-
ing myself and finding iy horse stand-
ing perfectly still I half-cocked my
pistol and revolved the cylinder to
ascertain how many shots I had left
and counted threo. I thereupon took
deliberate aim and fired at one of the
party. My second shot was at the
oaptain in command, who immediately
dropped his reins and claspsd his
horse’s neck and the whole party, to

run. Just then I noticed a fifth
trooper, who was a little away on the
left flank of the above group of four,
aiming his carbine at me, Forgetting
that had been wounded I
touched him with the spur, when he
cleared the ditch with me and I dash-
ed up to and against the trooper, who
all the while kept his carbine at his
shoulder directed towards me and
made no sign of surrender, Having
but one shot left I was careful not to
fire it until I was touohing my adver-
sary, when I shot him in the mouth,
the powder burning his face and the
bullet coming out at the back of his
head and he foll dead backward from
his horse. It appeared afterward that
his carbine was empty and that he had
probably feared to exchange it for his
loaded revolver or his sabre or been
too frighterasd to do so.

‘“The danger in my front had thus
been removed and, looking around, I
8aw about sixty yards in my rear some
of my men, who were calling to me. I
galloped to them, when one of them said
to me: ‘Colouel, we have these two
men prisoners, but they won't give up
their arms.’ I thereupon raised my-
gelf in my stirrups and was about to
bring my empty pistol down on the
head of one of the prisoners, when he
quickly unclasped his belt, with pistol
and sabre, and handed it tome. I
was in the aot of buckling his belt
over my own when my horse, without
warning, dropped dead under me; so
quickly, indeed, that I did not with-
draw my feet from the stirrups. He
did not give a quiver and on examin-
ing him I found that he must have
been shot through the heart before
jumping the ditoh.

“I lost no time in mounting the
horse of one of the prisoners end in
concealing the wholo party in a cane-
brake olose by. I learned afterwards
that both of the men whom I had shot
at aoross the ditch died; one at Green-
ville, Mississippi, and the other one
on the hospital ship going up the Mis-
sissippi River. i

*‘T cannot close this story without
mentioning the remarkable feat of my
battery. Abandoned by the cavalry,
which should have suppurted them,
these gallant fellows fought their way
for six miles throdgh the open country
along Deer Creek, having that stream
as a protection on their loft flank and
ferry to front and right and to rear by
prolonge, in such fashion that they
not only repulsed every attempt of the
enemy's oavalry to capture them, but
recaptured, first, their oaissons and
then their baggage wagons, whioh had
been ‘sent to tho rear before they
started baok and had boen captured by
the enemy's cavalry passing round
them."’ 1 ;

I have now acourately reported Qes.
Ferguson's story. It is for the reader
to, determine which is the more re-
markable, the escape of Gen. Fergu-
son from the bullets of his five antag-
onists or the performances of his
horse after ke had been shot through
the heart. The ancoessful retreat of

my horaa

8 party of bout ton Federal cavalry-

the battery ia itself not far short of
the marveilous. Jo L., A

my intense relief, rode away at a full.

Battle of Nwﬁ joad.”

. Atlapsé Journal.

a0 the puucity of pum-
opghged’ in this battle it might
“Y0terest macy. I only wish to
ow how tho tattered and footsore
legions of Lee and Jackson could fight
against the odds they had to contend
with,

This particular engagement was
fought with not exceeding one hun-
dred men, against a brigade of DEgro
troops on the Nine Mile road. Gen-
eral Grant wae putting forth his best
‘efforts to capture the much coveted
capital of the confederascy and was
rushing strong columns of troops along
the Charles City, Williamsburg and
Nine Mile road. We had been fight-
iug along our front and every man had
his hands full. A courier came dash-
ing up for a section ot our battery to
report at once to this road to repel an
attack from that quarter. The order
was given to limber up and cannoneers
mounted, and we dashed with all pos-
sible speed, drivers applying lash and
spur, cannoneers gwinging to guard
rods, wheels rebounding. Speed was
very mnccessary at this moment to
check this advance. We, however,
soon found a position and also plenty
to shoot at. I have seen men fight by
8quads, regiments, brigades and army
corps, but this handful of men had
work to do.

General Gary in the meantime had
come up to our aid with about sixty
men of the famous Hampton legion,
and deployed his men between our
guns, with his characteristio, sharp,
decisive command, to stand by those
guns. These oavalrymen put up one
of the best fights of the war right
here, and stayed wi th us till we had
repulsed three distinot oharges of the
enery,

I will here state Sergeant Hill had
planted a parrot gunin a temporary
eathwork jnst to the right of the
road. The Nepoleon gun was placed
to the left of the road, so as to give
an oblique fire down the lines. To
the right was a pine thicket and the
enemy could come within about 400
yards under cover of this woods, but
we never let up firing, and sent many
damaging shots whizzing through this
timber, .

But late in the evening the enemy
came sagain with renewed spirits.
Barleyoorn, deploying their column so
a8 to flank us by lapping around our
loft, drove us from position.

In shooting down the lines this Na-
poleon gun was oharged with double
canister and when the gun was fired
I put it mildly to say, ‘‘some cne was
hurt.”” This gun in the recoil would
jump back about four corn rows.
They oame over the works and oap-
tured our guns, but only for about 30
minutes. I being with the gun on
the left, ordered the drivers to retire
with the horses and leave the: gun as
we were pressed so tightly, and it
proved the proper thing to do in this
emergenoy, so as not to use our own
guns on us. Now Sergeant Hill being
farther to the.right ordered his gun
out and had it limbered up when the
enemy oaught him before getting
away, afd clubbed Daniel Holliday off
the resr horses. Now, Dan was a six
footer and not o be triflod with. He
arose with all -his might, grabbed the
gun, wrenched it from the soldier’s
hand and dealt a blow that left one
soldier less to fight; then he broke
and ran and strange to say, although
surrounded by the enemy, he made
his escape.

.The strange part to me has always
been that the only casualties with our
two pieces was the capture of two
men, Cooper and Bets. Sergeant Hill
had his horge tied to a sappiing and
they never had time to take him off in
their hurried retreat. ’

Gallant and dashing young officer,
Tom Logan, came up full tilt with the
Hampton legion and drove the enemy
from the works, reoaptured our guns
and opened a deadly fire at about 20
paces. They oaptured twe of the
legion, so says a foriier comrade who
was in charge, and bayonetted them.
This 80 incensed the legion that with
the - sharp crack of the oarbine and
clashing sabres flying right and left
we drove them baock into this dense
pine thicket, and night coming on is
what saved the whole turn-ont.

Now, in honor of the battle-scarred
soldiers that made up this grand army
that stepped forth from oabin and oas-
tle with the courage and refined chiv-
alry that made the .Confederate sol-

family of mc lern tinces, shall they be
g0 soon forgotten and brushed aside’
for the heroes of to-day.

History is full of ead and tender
memories. They have no quarrel
with patriotism, but the results of
patriotism, and ina fow more years the
custain will drop and these old heroes
will all pass over the river to join
Jackson and Lee and fill martyrs’
graves, Jaurs G, Ramsny,

Palmetto Battery, A. N. Va.

The kidneye ache when they aro
over-worked and the trouble gets sari-
ous unless Fromptlyremond. + Priok
ly Ash Bitters is a-reliable kiduey
tonic and bowel regulator. Evaus
Phsarmaoy. : :

— Girls wouldn's mind ‘80 mugh .if

their fsceg.

dier, as belonging to the grandest :

Boy and the Presiding Elder, |

Anpecdotes of preachers heing on[
tap, Hon. John Dougherty, of Mis-
souri, contributed the fullowing:

In one of the :counties composing
the Third congressional district of
Missouri there lives a good Christian
lady, a devout and constant member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church
Bouth. Bome days before the dsie of
a quarterly conference held there
some years ago our good lady friend re-
oeived word that the presiding elder
would be her guest for a few days
during the meeting, In order to con-
vince the elder that she had been and
was doiog her Christiaz duty in the
matter of training her only ohild, a
boy, about four years old, to walk in
‘‘the straight and narrow path,’’ she
thought it nol amiss to"give some
epecial instructions beferc the minie-
ter arrived. So taking the little fel-
low upon her lap one day she told him
that the presiding elder, a big and a
great man, would visit them soon and
that he would ‘‘be very sure to ask
some questions about your Sunday
school, how you like your teacher,
ete. But probably the first question
he asks will be: *“What is your name?
How old are you? Do you know where
bad boys go when they die? Now,
when he asks vour name, tell him
Johnnie Jones. When he asks how
old you are, tell him four years
old, and when he asks if you
know where bad boys go when they
die, tell him, using the Soriptual
word, that bad boys, when they die,:
go to hell." John was drilled! én
these questions!daily until the minis-
tercame. In the meantime he knew
by rote that his name was Johnnie
Jones, that he was four years old and
that when bad boys die they go to
hell.

The minister was a portly gentle-
man of friendly manner and pleasant
countenance. After receiving e sor-
dial welocome, he was seated in the sit-
ting room, and the proud parent ex-
cused herself and sought Johnnie,
the pride and expeotancy of her life,
to introduce him to the minister.
After John's face was washed his hair
combed and he was otherwise made
presentable his mother led him in
to meet the peacher. As theurchin
entered the sitting room he observed
through the open door a neighbor
playmate sitting on the fence whist-
ling for him and oalling him to come
out quick. Jchnnie at once grew im-
patient to go out and - wished the
ceremony of meeting the preacher aud
answering his questions to be done
with asquiokly as possible. The dot-
ing mother introduced him as the
youngest and her only child, the baby
of the family. The good minister
oalled the boy to him and tsking his
little ohubby handin his own remark-
ed: “What a very handsome lad? How
like his mother?"’ His next question
was exaotly &s had been anticipated.
“Well, my little man, whatis your
name?”’ The boy glanced first up to-
the minister, then at his waiting play-
‘mate, and intending to expedite mat-
ters as much as poasible by answering
the three expeuted questions at once,
replied, ‘‘Johnnie Jones, four years
old, go to hell,” and-in the confusion
that followed skipped to meet his
friend.—Champ Clarke's Cloak Room
Stories. ;

— In Greeoce, in the third eentury
B. 0., the wearing of silk was forbiddan
to women, the husbands of those who
violated the law being heavily fined,
on tho theory that a husband ought
%0 be able to control his wife’s taste
for finery.

— Diptheria gorms survive at lsapt,
fifteen years. This has been proved:
by two cases of diptheria iz shildzen
who could have contracted the disease
in no way exoopt through playing with
toys that had been stored fifteen years
in an old trunk.: & .

Christmas ||
Carriages |

We are showing this-season are the finest things ':bn:f_*h'j sals.

They are the latest in style, the best in material and’ works
We sell all styles L.ow Down. R TR S

. Beo the big stock on my floors,

the only iking that got chapped was) =~ = : i R

menship,

! .poor; 1 had four m|
%ﬂ&nnﬁ. Pletee’s Fovorite

Fool or Knave;

“If I am pot in error,”” Miss Daisy
Peachblow said eernestly, compressiog
hor lips in an ominous manner at esch
pause, “‘if I am\not wandering by the
wayside mentally, you stated a mo-
ment ego that Reginald Sapley wasa
bright fellow." - ;

“Well—er—er—1I think I did make
some Buch good natured remark,’’ od-
mitted *Iyrta Hapgood. ‘‘Why, is't
he a bright fellow?’ z .

“Well,” said Miss Daisy, ‘‘hois
either a fool or a knave, and I'm quite
sure he isn’t a knave.”’

““Then he must be a fool. Thaore's
only the fool left. Aren't you rather
severe, Daisy, dear?"

*‘Judge for yourself. He was here
all Christmas eve, you know?"’

*Yes. He remained until 12 0'elock,
1 believe you said."

““That's true—four long and wesry
hours until midnight, and, as you can
see, I have this bit of mistletoe hang-
from the chandelier in the middle of
the room."

““Of course,  Well?"

‘“Weil, it was here last night, and
during the long and weary hours I
naturally happened to drift underit a
few times, and he—"'

“Tried to kiss you, did he? Ha,
hal”

‘‘Tried to kiss me!' oried thein-
dignant Daisy. ‘‘What, that bright
fellow try to kiss me? Listen! Every

single time I happened wunder the |

ohandelier he jumped up and, down,

‘waved his arms in the air like'a orazy |

man and shrieked: ‘Look out, Mith
Daithyl Look out! You're right
thquare under the mithletoe, Mith
Dsithy!'. Bright fellow? Fool—
f-0-0-11"—New York World.

—- The Boston Journal haa discover-
ed and printed the names and resi-
dences of 818 couples in New Eng-
land who have been married fifty or
more years. :

— Consulting Physician—*"Do you
think the patient can stand an opera-
tion?” Family Dootor—*Can he
stand it? Why, my dear sir, the man
is a millionaire.”’

: — A man may be willing to sdmit
that his wife knows more than hedoes,
but just the same he objects to her
runniog his business.

Dr. Pierce’s Fa-
vorits Prescriptics
Doubles a Mother’s
Joys and Halves Her
Sorrows. '

It does this by a pre-natal pre-
Eamtion in which the mother finds
erself growing stronger instead of
weaker with each month. Instead
of nausea and nervousness, there are
healthy appetite, quiet nerves, and

refreshing sleep. ‘The mind's con-
tent keeps Tgace with the body’s
comfort. ere is no anxiety, no

dread of the approaching time of
travail. 'When "the birth Lour
comes it is practically painless, the
recovery is rapid, and the mother .
finds herself abundantly able to
nurse her child. - e
“Favorite Prescription ” contains
no alcohol, neither opium, cocaine, _
nor any other narcotic, oy
. Sick women are invited to con-
sult Dr. Pierce by letter free of
charge, and so obtain without cost .
the advice of a specialist it the
diseases peculiar to women, All,
correspondence strictly
sacredly confidential. Ad,
R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. V.
" Mra. Annie Blacker, i Crithérine Street,
e roie o i

iyate and
ess Dr.

Disogmire' T have mich bettery
. 80d now I have a fine healthybaby. I
heve reco endsd mrm:lid.nu -peveral
o!uay‘frku nndthcyhnwebunwnudby

. Dr, Pierce’s Pleasant Peliets cure
dizziness and sick headache,

‘| we 'can get; so come and

e N 42
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ANTS S CHILDREN

|| Promotes Digestion Cheerful- |88 ™
| ness andRest.Contalns nelua :
I Morphing nor Mineral, |’
OT NARCOTIC.

_Aperfec Remedy for Constipa- |[#8 §

135

N\

- Worms, 1sions Fovorish: [ § N ' |
ness and LOSS OF SLEEP. (/¢ U 1HE I'nr ove r
FacSinilo Signature of / | h R
= Thirty Years
"])ll:_&_l_\,-.--._ 5 h G S ﬂ : “nl
< P —— _n.m.: pARY, MW vORR CV, -
WE have on hand the best selection of comfort-bringers for cold and
tired feet that we bave ever carried, Our long experience of ten years Shoe
buying has enabled us to select only the best values from the largest manu-
facturers’ lines. We bought thia season in such quantities that-we can offer
Blices he buys of us the greatest delight of Wintér,, excepting hiz Christmas
guns, as Jack Frost will have no terrors for him ;'end his parents will find
their Winter's worries overcome, as. our School Shoes protect the purse as
well as the feet. There dre a few old shelf-wori BHoes in stock that we want
to eell at a large discount.  They are pretty fair Shoes, bot not as 83

YORK. -
to our customers bettc. goods for less money than we have ever bafore been
new—hence the big mark-down in price. Thej‘m yours ' for the ca.gflaﬂonly

able to do. You will, therefore, not consider thaf our Bhoes are CHEAP

tion, Sour Stomach, Diarrhoea | Sl
AL diond h.".. i.lTI i ?
' 1 : : + - '.. :
ln eI I IO O :.‘:-I .I
Shioes because they are low-priced.. The littls school ‘fellow will find his
while they last. They can’t last loog at the

PLANTATION SUPPILES

5 i 2 \

 DEAN & RATLIFFE,
- The Store Where your friends Trade.

«When the Leaves |
e BegintofTurn!” al

| 18 the time to soiw OATS, RYE aod BARLEY. Now, i onder that you
{ may not come up lacking in harvest time, we have ‘bought GOOD SEED
|foryou. JUST RECEIVED— R,

- 3000 bushels Toxas Red Rust Proof Oats,
-~ 2000 bushels Hinety Six Red Rust Proof Oats,
1000 bushels Winter Grasing Oats.
. Oar Load Rye and Barley, ' S ek e
~ Could have sold the aboye without moving srme for a. handsome profit,
‘but profarred to give them to you at & loss, as'we want to wapply thoso that
huve always patronized us. 10 0 ORI RN e R R
- Reoollect the abovs'is only about one-quarter our usual aqprly. and is all
1 secure your Seed at onve, Can buy plenty of Kane
a3 Red Oats for less mondy, but they will not do in this climate, ~ .




