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How Captain Strother’s Men T'ook 28 Yan-

kee Cavalrymen.

Atlantu

Jdonrnal.,

During the winter of 1864-G5 there | bosom Lis wife and children who were
was a great scarcity of food for cavalry | no doubt surprised at his coming.

horses, and hence a great many cow-
panies of cavalry in the neighborhood
of their homes in the army of North-
ern Virginia were allowed to go to

| Our two scouts soon returned and re-
ported all quiet along the line,
"were then marched ofi through old

We

ficlds and woodland until we reached &

their respective counties throughout | dead ravine, beyond the picket and

Virginia to rest, recruit and fatten

through which a small stream flowed,

their horses for the spring campaign. | with dense pines on cither side; here
This wuy the case with my company, | we were ordered to dismount and keep

the ‘“Madison cavalry,'"” and I assure
you that we boys were delighted to bLe
with our home folks, where we spent
a delightful winter. Surprise partics
were all the rage. The girls would
manage to get together in some way
or another, coming in wagons, buggies,
ox carts, horse-back, some with men's
saddles and blind bridles. Then the
dance! What a glorious time we had!
The intermissions were frequently en-
livened with southern songs, charades
and refreshments, the latter consist-
ing of ginger cakes, cider, persimmon
beer and so on, and not until the
rising sun had kissed the snow-clad
hills along the Rapidan river did we
cease to trip the light fantastie toe,
and go home with the girls in the
morning. It was at the conelusion of
onc of these gayest of parties at the
old Lewis house on the Rapidan, that
one of our company quictly informed
a dozen of us hoys to report at once
to headquarters, then at Madison
courthouse.
ous to know what was up, and biddine
adicu to our sweethearts, we reported
promptly. On our arrival at the
courthouse we found but very few of
the company present and licnee our
curiosity was still greater; but very
soon (Captain Strother informed us
that he needed but a few men—men in
whom he had implicit cunfidence—and
hence picked men of the company.
What was the work to be done? DMany
questions of the kind were asked, but
no onc scemed to know. A hazardous
undertaking awaited us. During the
war but few men were in the confi-
dence of their superior officers, and on
this occasion but few of us knew to
what point of the compnss we were
destined, or what the nature of the
work, but judging from the orders
fifteen of us (who had voluntcered
from among 25 or 30) had received,
that is, “Leave your baggage behind,
take nothing but your pistols, sabres
and plenty of ammunition; see that
your horses are in good trim, and
meet me at the old Lutheran church
on the Robertson river (a tributary
of the Rapidan), to-night at 12
o'clock, promptly.”

Iivery emotion of our youthful
hearts bounded with joy. The de-
votion to our native county was shown
in the hearts of each of us, as we
cheerfully and promptly responded to
his orders. The Yankees had a sig-
nal station on Mt. Pony, in Culpepper
county, overlooking much of thg terri-
tory in Culpepper, Orange and Mad-
ison counties, and therefore but lit-
tle could be done by raiding parties
during the daytime without being ob-
served. The Robertson river was our
picket line, while that of the Yankees
was four or five miles away, but par-
allel with the river. Secarcely a day
passed that a foragiog party of Yan-
kees did not harass and pillage our
citizens between the lines. Many sad
reports came to us from day to day
through our citizens that they could
seldom get even a meal ready to be
caten, but that some raiding party of
Yankees would pounce upon it, and
often would not leave enough on the
premises to furnish another wmeal.
Promptly at 12 o'clock Captain
Strother rode into our little squad of
15 determined Confederates who were
at the river dismounted and quictly
awaited his coming.

The captain’s face showed signs of
the fiercest conflict of a Confederate
soldier, besides scars recoived in the
Mexican war; and although he was a
hard fighter, still he was ever ready to
accord to his encmy tke rights of a
civilized warfare. The time had come
for our departure. He said: ‘‘Boys,
are you ready?' We answered by
promptly mounting our horses and
forming in line of march. ¥e said:
“‘We shall have somo fuu, and 1 shall
expect every man to do his duty.”

The stars were shining brightly, the
ground frozen end the night air chilled
by & heavy frost. We had crossed the
river and with orders to hook up our
sabres so that no noise counld be made,
we rode quietly along, except an occa-
sional whisper from one to another,
until we recached James City (a little
willage neer Madison gourthon 8s),
froma where we could see thq éamp-
fires burning in every direction. We
ralted there for some timg until two
« “ onr scouts carefully examined the
ikt posts which were some distance
apmi. The captain’s dwelling was
only a hulf mile from where\we halted
and I accompanied Lim €6 hio home
swherc he welcomed once more to his

{ our horses quiet.

Of eourse we were curi- |

The noise of the
little stream and that o the whip-
poor-wills were the only sounds that
greeted our ears during the hour of
suspense. The main road te James
City ran along the brow of the hill
through the pines about one hundred
yards above us, a fence on both sides
of the road, und Captain Strother had
sceercted himself in the eorner of the
fence and covered himself up in the
leaves after he had pulled down a gap
and leaving orders with a scrgeant to
bring the men forward at a sigoal
from him. After waiting for an hour
or 50 day began to break and we heard
the tramp of horses, men laughing
and talking, and in a few moments a
foraging party of Yunkees passed
along the road going to breakfast, or
at least there is where they had start-
ed.  After they had passed the gap in
the feno:Captain Strother gave the
siznal, mounted his horse and ordered
us (who were nearly frozen) forward.
We soon passed ioto the main road
and were then in rear and in full view
of 28 Yankee cavalrymen, a licutenant
in charge. They did not scem to
notice us until we had followed them
for about one hundred yards, then
several of them suddenly turned in
their saddles and looked at us, but
taking us for another squad of Yanks,
did not realize their situation, and
hence were not in the least disturbed
at our sudden appearance. We were
then gaining on them a little and
Captain Strother glancing backward
over his shoulder smiled and said to
us: “Let us get out of the woods,
boys, and then charge and give them
the pistol.”’

We quickened our pace and were in
a few yards of them and in the open
field, when the order came to charge.
The sudden dash upon them was like
a clap of thunder from a clear sky;
bang, bang, bang was heard in every
direction; they wheeled and fired a
volley into us, but being unable to
withstand the sudden onslaunght of
our boys and our determination to
win they all surrendered, but not until
several of our boys had had hand to

hand encounters with the best of

them. A few Yankeces were wounded,
none killed. We did not have a man
injured.

We gathered them together in a
short time and marched them to Mad-
ison courthouse and that night we
were all back at our homes telling of
our experiences the night before.

W. B. Coxwar,
4th Regular Virginia Cavalry. .
e —— D) - A—
Evans and Anderson at Battle of
Rappahannock.

In The Atlanta Jourw.:l of May 25th
Mr. W, 1I. Andrews introduces some
personal reminiscences of Thorough-
fare Gap with the statement that
livans’ and Anderson's brigades re-
ceived a severe drubbing at Rappa-

With

hannock. It scems to me that this
statement is  misleading, These
troops, without firing a gun, the

enemy out of musket range, were for
hours subjected to a storm of iron
hail, fragments of shells and solid
balls poured into their ranks from
batteries in surrounding positions on
the opposite side of the river. Then
these commands were, as 1 know
livans was, made up of unscasoned
troops. But they did not run or re-
treat, but bravely held their posi-
tion from ecarly morning until late
in the afternoon, when the Federals
fell bazk toward Whashington. This
severe test of the courage of these
untried soldiers was a part of Lec's
program that had to be acted, for on
it hioged the success of his strategic
move. Pope must be delayed on the
banks of the Rappahannock to give
Jackson time to get between him and
the national capital. This make be-
lieve effort to cross the river had the
desired effeot, and I submit that it
was a victory and not a drubbing. But
there was some dustiug done there
that day. I know whereof I speak,
for I was one with those who did the
running. The Macbeth Light Artil-
lery, under the command of Captain
Robert Boycs, was at that timo at-
tached to Evans' brigade. Captain
Boyce had a fine ednocation and was
a promising lawyer. He was high-
strung and very sensitive. He had
the ambition of a Casar, and a bravar
man neverlived. He was as oblivious
to danger a3 the ooward is sensible to
it. And he was, as General Lee said
of him that day, spoiling for a fight.

With a chunee, he had vo fear of the
decree of public opinion. Captain
lBoyce looked upon the cnemy asa
huge machine aud each individual
soldier a uwccersary part of it. He
believed, too, that obedience was the
highest evidence of one's fitness to do
his parL of the work expected of the
machine; and with it all he was rash
and impetaous. It is not surprising,
then, when he was crdered to take a
position on the hill oceupied by our
infantry and drive off or silence the
IPederal guns that were annoying them,
that he should, without considering
the feasibility of its execution, go at
a headlong speed. Just before reach-
ing the crest of “srave Yard Hill (for
such was its ominous name, and if
prophetically christened had its ful-

fiillment that day) we were stopped by
aline of oarthwork,

Canie
posians
possibility of training his guns in the
evening, the top of the hill interposing,
(‘aptain Boyce ordered the battery
through an opening to the left, his
8plendid men leaping the breast-work
ujr hill as nimply as a cat, though
Captain Boyee weighed about two
huudred pounds. Passing the first
line of breast works, we were con-
fronted by another in the form of a
creseent cxtending to the first on
either side of the opening, and thus
making a half moon battery and large
e¢nough to operate two guns success-
fully. Into this small enclosure we
had joined six guns and six caissons.
The enemy, divining the trap into
which our inexperience and rashness
were leading us, gave our infantry a
resting spell, reseryiog the wrach of
their guns for us. And now, having
us packed like sardines in a box, the
range and distanee having been aec-
quired by the morning's practice, no
longer waited to let loose their dogs of
war.

In a moment the air was vocal with
whizzing balls and shells bursting
like claps of thunder above our heads.
As quick as the flash of thought we
saw the folly of our mission. And
how we extricated our guns I know
not. ButI do know that in an un-
(questionably short time we were be-
yond the range of Federal guns. And
our lucky escape from destruction was
due to the inaceuracy of Yankee gun-
ners. 'Two men wounded, seven
horses killed or wounded were the ex-
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tent of our disaster.

This was our initial fight and it had
o demoralizing effect on the men, for
it was 80 easy to imagine that we
would have a like experience every
time we met the cnemy. But ina
remarkably short timc our men re-
gained their marshal spirit, as was
witnessed at second Manassas and
Sharp. _urg. At Manassas our guns
were piked on the highest hill along
Lee's line of battle. During the
morning Lee and Jackson had a map
of that country spread out on the
ground a few feetin the rear of our
battery, and were for some time on
their knoes carefally examining it.
The points for assault being arranged,
Lee took Jackson aside and whisper-
ed in his ear the word go that soon
started the music of war. Jackson
nuietly mounted his old claybank
horse and rode off in a bending-for-
ward position without snytbing in Lia

appearance to thrill one with admira- |,

tion. But to be told that it was
Jackson was sufficient to set the
tongues of our soldiers in vibration.
Lee and Jackson seemed to have
caught a sight of Gencral Fitz John
Porter's  awe-inspiring  command
moving in their solid columns against
Jackson's battle-thinned line at the
same Lime, and each without the
knowledge of the other called on Gen-
eral Longstreet for help, Our battery
was some four or five hundred yards
in front of Pirter's advancing troops,
and about two hundred yards to the
right of the turnpike. We were ready
and waiting in expectancy when we
caught sight of a courier coming to-
wards 1 with his horse urged to its
utmost speed. As soon as he was in
car shot he began to beckon us for-
ward with his hand and in loud words
ordered us to the front in all haste.

General Fvans was standing cloae
by and said:

“*Captain, go oaver there and tear
them to picces.’

We went down that long hill like a
tornado, our horses doing their best
to keep our gunsand heavily loaded
caissons under the impelling force of
accelerating motion from running over
them. General Longstreet was in the
turnpike at the foot of the hill and
ordered us to take position on a hill to
the left of the turnpike about fifty
yards further on.

Our arrival was timely, and our

position could not have been better !

selected had we ever so much time for
doing it.

There, just on the other side of a
little branch, with easy range, was
Porter's magnificont command of reg-
ulars moving in their heavy columns
to orush Jacksen's little corps of
heroes.

We were on their left flank and hac
an enfilade fire. We oould not miss
them and we wasted no ammunition.
We loaded quickly. Oar guns grew
hot, but from their blazing throats
the missles of death flew thick and
fast. Under our destructive fire they
gradually slowed up, tkan halted and

broke, and formed and reformed for

the third time before they gave up the
hopelessness of their vaderlaking.

QOur position was about fifty yards
to the left of the turnpike and the
Federals were in an open field some
four hundred yards further from the
turnpike. They retreated, not hast-
ily, in a left oblique direction towards
the turnpike, a distanee of four or
five hundred yards. And during all
this time they were in about the same
range of our guns, and we were hurl-
ing into their ranks death blows at
every step.

During this fight T.ee and Long-
street sat on their horses just under
the hill and were the silent witnesses
of the fight we wade. We were giad
of this opportunity to get ecven with
the Federals for our humiliation at
Graveyard Hill.

We were ¢ .t ashamed of the place
we occupied in the second battle of
Manassas, bvt it does pot compare
with the fight we made: at Sharpsburg.
We went into that fight early in the
morning and ceased to fire when the
curtain of night shut out the view.
We went in with six guns and brought
two whole ones out. We had no re-
lief during the entire day. There was
none to be had. We brought off all of
our guns, four of them disabled, and
we brought off nineteea men who had
been killed or wounded. But I am
sure that there was no company that
killed more of the cnemy that day

than we did.
H. F. Scarre.
ITnion, 8. C. :

A Yalid Excuse,

“During the Civil War,”’ said the
old army officer who was in a reminis-
cent mood, I was detailed to take
charge of a camp of raw recruits and
lick them into shape. Now, making
soldiers out of raw material is about
as disagreeable a thing as an officer
cares to undertake, and I had gray
hair before the government listened to
my frantic appeals to be allowed to go
to the front.

“Oae cold, rainy night it occurred
to me that it wvould be a good plan to
make a tour of the pickst lines and
see if the sentinels were attending to
their duties. To my horror and as-
tynishment, I found post No. 1 va-
cant. Boiling with rage, I made for
post No. 2. Here, too, I found the
same atate of things. Post No. 3 was
in the same condition, and I was rap-
idly developing symptoms of apoplexy.
A little further on I found the three
missing sentinels grouped together
under a tree.

“ ‘What are you doing here?' I
roared. j

““Why, mister,’ drawled out one of
them in tones of remonstrance, ‘'it's
rainin'.’

‘“‘Don't you know that you can be
shot for this?' I roared agsin.

“*We got here just as quick as we
could,’ answered the raw recruit, who
cvidently thought I referredto their
being wet, ‘and the darned govern-
ment didn't furnish us with any um-
brellas.’

“I went to the front soon after that
and saw the same raw recruits face
without flinching rains .hat were com-
posed of leaden bullets, and they did
not a:k ' .v umbrellas, either.”

No Friends of His.

The RRev. Dr. Leighton Parks, rector
of KEmmanuel Chureh, is no ad for his
gkill in repartee. Ile is alsoa good
story-teller, but it is as an originator
of funny sayings that he has won es-
peeial distinetion.

Not long before he sailed for llurope
he was a guest at a public dinner. On
his left sat a young man who had con-
tracted the habit of profanity, and the
habit was so strong that it had gotten
beyond his ‘control. The young man
had a particular weakness for the ex-
pression, ‘‘Oh, the devil!" He usad
it thoughtlessly and without intention
to give offense, but it seemed to serve
as a sort of punctuation for every sen-
tence he uttered.

Finally a friend of the young man
thought it necessary to cive him a
hint, and said to him: ‘*‘You'd better
be a little vareful of your expressions.
You're sitting next to the Rev, Dr.
Licighton Parks.

*“The devil,’’ said the young man in
surprise. And then, recovering his
presence of mind, ho turned to the
olergyman and made a very polite
apology.

*‘Oh, you needn’t apologize to me,”
said the doctor. *“The devil is no
friend of mine.”’

e

A Minister's Good Work,

‘T had a severe attack of bilious
colio, éot. a bottle of Chamborlain’s
Colic, Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy,
took two doses nnd was entirel
nays Rev. A. A. Power, of Kmporia,
Kan. ‘‘My neighbor aoross the street
was sick for over a week, had two or
three bottles of medicine from the
dootor. He used them for three or
four days without relief, then ocalled
in another doctor who treatsd him for
some days and gave him no relief, so
discharged him. I went overto see
him the next merninz, H: zald his
bowels were in a terrible fix, that they
had been - running off so long that it
was almost bloody flux. I asked him
if he had tried Chamberlain’a Colic,
Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy and he
said ‘No." I went home and brought
him my bottle aud gave him one dose;
told kim to take another dosein fif-
teen or twenty minutes if he did not
find relief, but he took no more and
was entirely oured."” For sale by
Orr-Gray & Co.

oured,”

This Soldier Shows Wisdom.

Owenssoro, Ky., Aug. 10.—The
devotion of a soldier and his sweet-
heart is exhibited in the case of an
Owensboro girl and one of Unocle
Bam's fighiing men in the far-away
Philippincs. He enlisted nineteen
months ago and was at once sent away
to the fighting line.

Before leaving he made an assign-
ment of $10 per month of his salary to
his sweetheart. Regularly once a
month the War Department has sent
her a check for this amount, and she
has regularly depesited it in a bank,
where it is drawing interest.

He has seventeen months mors to
serve in the army, and if the fortunes
of a soldier's life bring him through
safely, at the end of three years there
will be a snug sum for them to begin
a life of double blessedness with. If
he should dic she will turn the money
over to his relatives.

The Act of Dying.
The popular idea that the act of
dying is a painful process often cnus-
es a fear of death. But death from
even the most painful mortal diseases
is usually preceded by a period of
cessation from suffering and partial or
complete insensibility, resembling
falling asleep, or the pleasant, gradual
unconsciousness caused by an anaes-
thetic. The common phrase ‘‘death
agony,'’ is not warranted by what oc-
curs in actual death, which is a com-
plete relief from all pain. When
death is owing to heart failure or syn-
cope it is sudden and painless—per-
haps pleasant. Death by hanging,
there is reason to believe, is attended
by a voluptuous spasm. Death by de-
capitation or electricity is only a mo-
mentary shock, hardly felt. Death
by poisvning varies in painfulness ac-
cording to. the poison employed.
Opium and other narcoties probably
give a painless, perhaps a pleasant,
dreamful death. Hemlock, as we
know from the account of the death
of Socrates, causes gradual insensibil-
ity, from below upward. On the oth-
er hand, arsenic, strychnine, carbolic
and mineral acids, corrosive subli-
mate, tartar emetic, aod other metal-
lic poisons inflict slow and torturing
death. Prussic acid and cyonide of
potassium cause quick and painful
death.—Humanitarian.

. — Doctor—There's nothing serious
the matter with Michael, Mrs. Mul-
doon. I think a little soap and water
will do him a8 much good as anything.
Mrs. Muldoog—Yis, doctor; an' will
Oi give it ¢’ him befoor or afther his
r.r:f_les?

In the days following the baby’s birth
there is often a long up-hill struggle to
recover strength, and the nurse busies
herself iu the preparation of jellies and

broths for the invalid. L .

‘When Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescrip-
tion is used as a preparative for mother-
hood the baby's advent is pmactically
painless, there is abundant strength to
nurse and nourish the child, and a rapid
recovery from the shock and strain in-
separable from maternity.

] was pleased that Dr. Pierce answered'm
letter,” writes Mrs, C, W. Young, of 21 Sout
Regent Street (Lee Par'), Wilkesbarre, Peuna,
“¥When I had those mishaps I begas to think
I would never have children. My back used
to almost break and I would ;ir.-.l sick at my
stomach and have such headaches I did not
know what to do; they used to set me nenrly
crazy, and I used to dread toxﬁet up, 1 felt so
bad; thenI bc%n taking Dr. Pierce's Favorite
b tion. hen baby was expected I took
it all the time I was that w2y. I felt fine all the
time, and X never get those dizzy spells now. X
handly ever have a nervous hea e any more.
¥ have a perfect romp of a boy; he is the light
of our home. I am now twenty years old and
my baby s almost eight months’old. I now feel
wen.dnsnﬂ‘gel'gh] 1% mundsr. ??d rt.:c baby 2314
pounds. e feel very teful for the good vour
medicine did for us, gr{l\’c are both healthy,
thauks to Dr. Pierce’s medicine.’!

Dr, Pierce's Pleasant Pellets keep the
bowels healtliy. 3

J. N. ACKER,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,:
ANDERSON, 8. ¢.

All business will receive prompt atten- |’

tion.

OFFICE OVER WEBB BUILDINS.
July 24, 1901 5 3.
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WATCHES, CLOCKS & JEWELRY.

&~ All Repair work done promptly
and at low rates.
JOHN 8. CAMPBELL,
AT DaAx & RATLIVFE'S

i For Infants g_n;l_ Ghildren.
iThe Kind You Have
Always Bought

: Bowelsof il Boarg the 4
L AINFANTS S (HILDREN e

NN BB Sienature

Promotes Digestion Cheerful-
ness and Hest.Contains neither

.Morphine nor Mineral. ‘|
OT NARCOTIC,

of

* I

_Use
- For Over
Thirty Years

JCASTORIA

THE AENTAUR COMPANY. NEW YOAR CITY.

Aperfect Remedy for Constipa- (&
fion, Sour Slougnh.Diamm Fo
Worms Convulsions, Feverish-
ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

Fac Simile Signature of

NEW YORK.
AR .-\_1() 1|1'fg|i'!_l\.-_.\.u'lLl.
3y Dosrs =35CiNTS

— — CELEBRATED ——
Acme Paint andCement Cure.

Specially used on Tin Roofs
and Iron Work of any kind.
For sale by—

_ ACME PAINT & CEMENT CO.

F. B. GRAYTON & CO,,
Druggists, Anderson, 8. C.

T

| —ff;’-‘%_,

Is what you'feel like when you roll a]l-:mg. with such ;:.n e-aay, deli;ghtfu!
motion in a— | : s ; 7
8all Bearing Pneumatic Runabout,

Such as we are showing in such rich and handsome designs. You dou’t know
what a speedy drive is unless you have ons of these g2ms of speedera,

Look at our—

FINE STOCK OF CARRIAGES.
JOS. J. FRETWELL.

e

v

33 Car " .oads Corn, Ear and Shelled,
10 Car Loads Oats. Rl .
10 Car Loads Molasses.
1 Car Load Green Coff ee.
800 Barrels Sugar. -'
Come along and see for yourself, -

LIGON & LEDBETTER,

WHOLESALE DEALERS,

12 LONG LOOK AHEAD
A. man thinks it is when the matter of life
insurance su ta itself—bué circumstan-
i ces of late have shown how life hangs by &
§ thread when war. flood, harsicana and 8-a
snddenly overiakes you, and

i cvdd : the only way
to be sure that your family is protecied in
cass of calami

e in & solid Gompany ke o
4 The Mutnal Benefit Life Ins,

Drop in and see us about it. =

II

oy
Sk ; : 2]
M. M. MATTISON,
s BT.ITBI ._lﬂEK: Ta .
Peoples’ Bank Bailding, ANDERSON, 8, 0. -




