sincg its, foundation over 7,000 have been received since 1875, while
3900 hsve been aduiittéd in"the fast decade. The admissions for
last year were 448, th taigést-anntiat number ever recetved. It
bas long been glaimed that the institution is impoded upon by the
lass of patictits sent to it. I othér wo-ds, that the benofaction of
the” Staté-is abiised. In' resporise to the duestion: what classes’ of
persons are aduiitted 't the Hobpital, the Regents state that “By

the‘original' law of 1828, fdiots, funatics and epileptics, and to thess

liave been added inebriataz 25d’ the criminal ingane by -lepal ‘pro-
vision, while ap elastic interpretation of existing satutes has/gradu-
ally included all the undesirable elements of our. communities : :m-
beciles, incorrigibles, wails, the blind, and maiiy aged persons—-
dotards, who pitoperly h‘elq'n"g to ‘couiity aimshouses.” This state-
ment éxplaing-in: sonile dégree the rapid growth in' the populstion
of the|HospitalVin tHe iast Aweitty-five years, . So that, propery
intérprtifd,-' ‘thes¢’ appdiling: figures do. not nécessarily ‘imply such
sn encrmous increase of cases of acuie insanity in our midst... The
real ia_'?t" being; aceording. to statistics preserited by Dr. Babeook,
that mnﬂy--m&dnge;e::.s! Tiliavy are not increasing in ofr
State out.of: propottion.to the ‘inciease of ‘population. . A :final
analysis of-the' £ gures Hresented shows that-abouf one peérson: per
thousand ‘ofjour: populatign’ antiually ‘becomes. a patient it the In-
sgm:_ﬂosp!tal;z and-that thie cost ‘of. the support ob stich patients is
about'_Slod-pét‘ﬂaplféipbrﬁrear: S g R ot
In niy last-méssape ¥ Sdde¥stad tise meastires-bé taken by the
Gerieral ASsembly looking to'the eréction of Poor Hotisés i those
Coutities which had'vot'provided thert; aid towards thie-ifiibrove.
meftt of thosé dlreatly eksdbisa - | T
Ti financial management of the T6épital, through the cversight
and effi¢iency of Mr, t%:w: Bunch; gg tréasurer, Is itd -g-e'it fﬁ‘ﬁfee,
and will be the subject of ‘a speécial report of a commitiee appointéd
by the Getteral Adsembly; Doritig the past year the per capita has
remained sublstantially the dame’s.. for several years. '
Upon a business basis the Rf:génta}of t.li:: "Hospital ask for appro-
priations for thesc specifi¢ purposes and amounts: :
"Maintenance. . & 10 AT I . .$100,000
Tmprovements and Repairs.. .. .. .. .. .. 10,000
“Payment of W g e e 20

allace débt.. .. .. ..
““Regents Account:. . .. .. .

i ,1'-'.:.:.'"'.":" -_I ¥ 3 ."1'.. ":J vl : '- $I;-5.?mll . .
Talsa take pleasure in commending the earnestriess and eficiency
of Dr. J. W. Bahcock, the Superintendent of this Tnstitution. =

..+ THE STATE PENITENTIARY. = & ..

Tije;annuai report oi tiie Board; of: Directors, and, Superintendent
of the Penitentiary shows.a most gratifying:condition of affairs-at
this ingtitution.. ‘While no money will be covered into the State
Treasury this; year, yet. permanent improyements have been made
out of the net earnings amounting; in.round. numbers, to $20,000,
and there is still a.cash balance.on hand. for current cxpenses.of
about $5,000. In addition to this, the farms have yictded corn and
provisions sufficient to run the institution until the next crop is har-
vested. ‘The number of conviets rémains practically the same as
one year ago. A modern.prison, which was very much needed, is
nearing completion, within the walls of the Penitentiary, at a cost.of
$14;500, . In;addition to. being # safe prison, it is built with a view
to the health and comfort.of the prisorters, and will be paid for out
of the net earnings of the. Penitentiary during the past year. At the
last session of the Legislature provision was made for the erection
of a Reformatory for youthful criminals. A neat and substantial
frame structure for-this ptirpose has been erécted on the Lexington
farm; in' which will be kept all prisoners undes 16 years of age.
While it will be the purpose of the Superintendent: to furnish them
instruction in morals and, if possible; make-betier citizens of them
when they:-are released, yet they will be required to labor as
other prisoners, but will he kept entirely separate from the older
and: more hardened criminals. At present there are.only fourteen
prisancrs under. 16 years of age, and: these are all negroes. .

A good: many: needed' and’ permanent improveraents: have: also
been:made oni'the Statefarms; and ‘everything there.is now in good
condition. -There:has. Licen some disciission in: regard- to-the-ad-
visability iof :the State owning and eperating: farms. A éaréful and
thoughtfuliinvestigation of the subject; I.am sire; will convince you
that it would'not; be: goodl; business: judgnrent: ta dispose of these
faims. It requires only.:140; convicts. to operate. the farms, and lin
this way corn.and: provisions and other things: necessary: for the
support of the convicts are’made: at less expense thawn “chey could
be purchased. It:is-argued: hy- some that; these convitts could :be
worked upon the public'roads. Iam as heartilyin favor of anything
that would give us good roads as anyoue, but I do not see how the
State could undertake this work except throtigh the Counties. It
would be: a: gaod: plan. if ‘those counties in, whigh chdingangs are
maintained would sa.arrange asito:secure etiough prisoners from the
State to keep up a:good cliaingatig. foree all:the time., Fram the
best infarmation available; and frant those who have:had experience
with chaingangs, it is not profitable, even to the County, to maif-
tain a chajngang when vt mimber falls below fifteen: In most of
the counties the average is: bielaw that number. The farming out of
convicts to individuals should: be discontinued.. If this were dons

it would call-in 425 convicts wha are now hired qut to’ individuals

and that number put on the yoads in the various eounties in the
dtate where chaingangs are maintained would in a few years.greatly-
improve.our.public roads and at the same time not interfere witl
the State farms. The presgnt systen). of. chaingangs in mast of the
Counties is.a very expensive luxury, but by the-€ounties hiring a
stfficient numbier of caavicts from the:State, as suggested abave, we
could very soon have in' those Counties a good system of public
roads, and nothing could be done that would add more to the cor-
fort ard convenience an'i saving to the pepple who live in the rural
districts. A system of good roads would do very much to stop:the
flow of populatioft from the country to the towns. The Counties
could not spend the. public maney, mote wisely, or With gredter
benefit.to the public; than tiy maintaining a good chaingang in each
County on permatient road. buildiiy. - 'Good. roads would bring
litrches, and schools, and; towns closer to every, cotintry Home, in

wddiion to the saviag wich would reshit feom Uhe ear and test
UPon stock.and vehicles, and upoq. the people themselves. And this
¢4 be done by wise legislation without interfering'in the least with
the manageniet. or maintepance of the State farms,. I subimit here-
With a ‘statement showing the op.rations of the Staté Penitentiary
for the past yéar, |[% ik SR 0 A it
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RIS FINANCES,
Balance cash on hand Déc. 31, 1899. . .. ..$ 0,886.67 ,
Total receipts for 1900..... .. .. .. .. .. 65926.36— $75813.03

Total disbursements for 1900 3000 53 71,879.91

Cash oﬁ hand December 31, 1900.. .. .. .. .. .. ,.$ 3,933.12

To this should be added 328 bales cotion. . .. . 13,120.00
Due for oats and convict hire.., .. .. .. 2,962.00

.. i ] $20,015.12
Spent for Iniprovements—
New prison, ., .. ...

Less amount still due contractor.. .. ..

e ee e . .$14,649.00

5,202.45

e $ 9.446.55
ReIOTIARIOTY oo ot oie s atae e brsitste ias .. 1,000.00
R s e S e e s 1,33c 00
T Ao AT RS B S S S s PR e N P P
Gravel roof Hosiery Mill.. .. .. .. .. 450.00
New boiler,etc.. .. .. .. .. ... 1,100.00
Recovering guards’ quarters. , . 110.00
Movet's, binders, mules, etc.. .. .. 1,142.00
s : $16,468.55
This azicunt is included in the total disbursements above men-
tiongd, dnd when a’d_lded to'the'cash assete ahove nziiad shows a net

Gauvmg: of the-institution for the past year of $56,483.67, and this
does 1ot incltde the corn and other material on band and grown on
the farm' the past year for the maintenance of the institution this
yeat; arid neither i8 it inchidad in the.item of total receipts. In fact,
the  figuires . here given show the total receipts to have been
$82}i§b3.36. I congratulate you on the excellent management of this
institttion.

INSTITUTION FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE DEAF

AL AND THE BLIND.

The Fjﬁy—gﬁqpnﬂ Annual Reéport of the South Carolina Institution
for the Education of the Deaf and the Blind shows an average at-
tendance. of 157 pupils, which is the Lirgest in the history of the
School. Thirty-six Counties are represented. The expenditures
have been kept within the appropriation. The per capita cost re-
maing aboit the ‘same. . The building for colored pupils, for which
the Legislature. made an appropriation at the last session, is in
process of ‘erection, and will be ready for occupancy by the be-
ginaing of tiie next school term. The Superintendent will ask for
an appranviation of $20,000 for support and $20,000 for the erection
of a s¢hool-building and $4,500 for other improvements and repairs
which ‘are needed. - ‘The -appropriation for support which is asked
this year is the same as was made by the last Legislature, and the
Superinténdent says- that- the institution cannot be run on a less
amotint -with-the present number of pupils. -In-his annual report
it is statéd, ‘“The- time has come in the history of -the institution
when itiwill be necessary to limit the number of pupils admitted or
to arrange for-the accommodation of a greater number.” The new
building which it is proposed to erect for the sum of $20,000 is for
recitatign ‘rooms, with-a chapel, or auditorium.. - The: Constitution
says: “Itistitutions for-the carc of the insane, blind, deaf and dumb
and the poor shall always be fostered anu supported by-this State.”
It is for ‘you to determine whether or not provision shall be made
for the increased numter of these unfortunates who are.seeking ad-
mission to-this institution. For a. detailed statement of the work
and 'neéds -of ‘the institution you are respectfully- referred. to the
report ‘of the superintendent.’ - -

(BIE " "TAXATION.

Government has no right to take more from the people than is
absolutely necessary for a wise and economical administration of the
affairs of the State, and it should be so taken that the burden will
bear eveénly on all property. It is ¢he duty of every citizen to con-
tribute his: partion to'the 'support of the government in proportion
to his dbility, - This is the standard laid down in our' Constitution.
That taxation does not bear evehly upon all property is patent to
every 'thoughtful person. If you can in your wisdom devise any
plan by which the assessment of property for taxation can be more
equitably made aud all the property of the State can be placed on the

- tax’books you will have contributed much to lighten the burden on

that class of property which in its nature cannot escape taxation.

In some of the States tax inquisitors are provided to discover
property that is omitted from the tax list. There is no doubt that a
preat ‘deal of property escapes taxation which should be on the
books: and meade to bear its portion of the burden, and some plan
shopli.be devised by which this property can be reached. Missouri
has.adopted.alaw which provides for the taxation of mortgages, and
the man who owns the property has it assessed at the value of the
property;, less the value of the mortgage, and the owner of the
mortgage is requited to pay tax upon the value of his mortgage.
Satiie SuH provision i1 our laws would be just and equitable, for it
is niot Tipht Tor the owiter of the property to pay taxes upon the full
valie whih'iir feality his ownership is only the value of the property
ledg the value of the mortgage. It weuld niot be right to tax the
property at its full value and then tax the mortgage, for that would
be ﬁﬁng taxe$ upon'the same property twice.

ig ‘question of taxation is worthy of your attention, for it is one

of vital importance to all of our péople.
e RAILROADS.

The Twenty-second Annual Report of the Board of Railroad
Comgh;gnhn'eijp.gnnt_ains a very full exhibit of the operations of the
roads within the State for the past fiscal year,

An, examination of the report will familiarize you with the
duties ol .this very important department of our State govern-
ment,  You will doubtlcss be gratified to note that the general
prosperity .of the year has benefited the railroad interest, and

that_.t_.hqit;gads as a whole are in good condition, both materially and

ﬁf'.ighﬁ'%gff}:' SRS AR et ;353 ;

-iji}rg;_is.:a_.g@d};aj, improvement in the roadways; the trestles and
bridges have been stréngthened, as required by the ingreased capac-
ity of the rolling stock and the large increase of the tonnage. There
has been ._chia_ige_ral_il_é improvement in the depot accommodations,
some new ones constructed, and many old ones repaired. There has
been constructed and received for public business since the last re-
por’ .bout 200 miles of new road within the State. The gross earn-
ings of the roads have about reached the $10,000,000 mark. The
entire operating expenses and taxes amount to about $7,000,000—
leaving a balance with whigh, in a large measure, to liquidate the
iiterest.on the bonded indebtedness. Some few roads have paid a
small dividend on their stock, I
- The séport shows some of the yexed questions that were brought
to the attention of the Board, and a full statement is made of the
disposition. of the sapje, demonstrating the fact that the Commission
has endeavored to adjust all differences between the gublic aad the
roads it a just and reasonable manpér. The prosperity of the rail-
roads of.a State is a good index to the general prosperity .of the
people: '

A AR PENSIONS.
For'several yéars the State hag!been doing what she could for the

few;: renwiitting rold Confederats soldiers and the widows of soldiers

who are in need of its aid. It should be a matter of congratulation

to every patriotic son that we have been able to do what we have,
and a source of regret that we are not able to do more. The tronble
with our pension laws is the tendency to abuse them, and in many
cases those who are really deserving go without the assistance they
need, and to which they are entitled ; but better that 2 hundred wito
are not entitied to it should receive aid than that one cdeserving ol
soldier sheuld suffer in his old age for the want of such help as the
State and the people he served so well are justly due him.

At the last session of the Legislature a new pension law was en-
acted, which has not yet been tested. The new law is intended
to reduce the number of pensioners now on the roll, and to have on
the list only those who are worthy, and to give them a sum sufficient
to be a real help to them. In order to carry out the purpose of this
law a new set of blanks have been sent out, and the roll for this year
will be completely revised. In view of this fact, it would be well to
give the preseni pension law a fair trial, and to make such an appro-
priation for the old soldiers as the General Assembly may in its
wisdom feel that the State ic able to spend for this purpose. Last
year the appropriation was $100,000, and there were on the pay-rolt
7,707 pensioners, of whom 4,575 were soldiers and 3,132 were
widows of soldiers. I recommend that there be no reduction in the
annropriation for this worthy cause.

STATE MILITIA.

During :my adminisicadon several occasions have arisen in which
the civil authorities have called upon me as Commander-in-Chief for
the assistance of the Militia to preserve the peace and avert riot and
bloodshed in the State. In each and every case the volunteer troops
have responded .0 my orders with alacrity and enthusiasm, and in
every instance, by their promptness and coolness, law and order were
enforced without loss of life or property. In the recent threatened
riot at Georgetown, caused by the killing of an officer in the dis-
charge of his duty, by a negro, it is attested Ly Mayor Morgan and
the best citizens of that city that but for the tiniely presence of the
volunteer troops the civil authorities would have been overwhelmed,
and the city reduced to riot and bloodshed, and probably destruction
of property. With the rapid progrss the State is making—the cen-
treing -of populous industrial activities here and there all over the
State—the ever present problem of another distinct race in our midst
may warn us that we are ever liable to such occurrences as the
Georgetown riot, and to meet such conditions, and to protect the
lives and property of our citizens, the State has no other appeal, no
other means so adequate or reliable, nothing else so satisfying to'the
people as the presence of a well organized, thoroughly equippéd
body of soldiers. Therefore, if the Militia is a necessity when calam-
ity threatens the peace and good order of society it is tiie bounden
duty of the State to make liberal provision in the line of wise
economy to foster and maintain it, for under the genius of our
system of government the Militia, or citizen soldiery, is, and must
always remain, the court of last resort in the maintenance and en-
forcement of law and order. - Aside from my personal knowledge and
observation, as Commander-in-Chiel, it gives me pléasure to iote the
expressions of satisfaction that constantly reach me in praise of the
progress and improvement of our Militia system under the able con-
trol and direction of that department, and I do not hesitate in ad-
vising the General Assembly to provide as liberally as cur means will
allow for the maintenance and advancement of the Militia, feeling, as
I do, that every dollar appropriated will be wisely and economically
disbursed in the interest and steady improvement of the service. I
respectfully refer you to the Adjutant General’s report, which covers
in detail the entire operations of the Adjutant General's Department
for the last fiscal year in a most satisfactory manner.

CHICKAMAUGA BATTLEFIELD.

At the last session of the Legislature $10,000 was appropriated for
the purpose of erecting a'monument to the South Carolina soldiers
on the Chickamauga Battlefield. The Governor was authorized to
appoint a Commission, consisting of three Confederate soldicrs, with
the Governor as Chairman, to have charge of the erection of this
monument. I appointed as members of that Commission Gen. C. I.
Walker, Col. J. Harvey Wilson, Capt, C. K. Henderson. The Com-
mission visited the battlefield and selected the location of the various
markers, designating the positions of the South Carolina troops.
They also selected the location for the large monument for all South
Carolinians who fought and who fell on that historic battlefield.

The Commission called for designs and bids. Several plans and
bids were submitted, and, after carefully considering all of them, the
contract was awarded to the Stewart Stone Company, of Columbia,
S. C,, as their designs impressed the commission as the most suit-
able, and they also offered to do the work at the lowest price. The
total cost for markers and pavement around the monument, and for
the monument itself; is $9,450. The work on the markers has been
done, and that on the mmonument is nearly completed. The monu-
ment is 32 feet high, and will be a handsome shaft, made of South
Carolina granite, surmounted by a bronze palmetto trec emblematic
of our State, and flanked on twaq sides by two bronze statues, each of
a Confederate infantrynian and artilleryman, these figures represent-
ing the only arms of the service from South Carolina on that battle-
field.

It is proposed to unveil the monument in July, 19o1, that being the
time of the reunion of the United Confederate Veterans at Memphis,
Tenn. This time has been selected so that many veterans and our
people generally may have an opportunity of attending the cere-
monies while on their way to the United Confederate Veterans' Re-
union, and thus be able to secutre the advantages of the low rates of
tare given on.that occasion.

The Commission feels that it would be very appropriate for the
entire Legislature to be present at the dedication of this memorial
which they have caused to be erected to the gallant sons of the State
who on this sacred spot offered their lives with distinguished gal-
lantry for their beioved country. The spot selected for the monu-
ment is one held by the intrepid courage of the brave men of Ker-
shaw’s Brigade as they victoriously swept toward Snodgrass Range,
and every marker shows the spot where South Carolina valor was
displayed.

THE BLACK REPORT.

In my last Annual Message to the Legislature I called attention to
the importance of securing the report made by Mr. John A. Black to
the Legislature in 1858 in regard to the claim of the State against the
General Government on account of the Revolutionary War, and sug-
gested the importance of provision being made for search for this
report, which was supposed to be in one of the old rubbish rooms of
the State House. The Legislature made an appropriation and di-
rected the Governor and the State Treasurer to employ some one to
go through this rubbish room to see if this report could be found.
The report was unearthed amongst this old rubbish and has been
forwarded to Senator Tillman along with other papers and docu-
ments bearing on this subject. T will submit to you a Special Mes-
sage covering this matter.

SPECIAL CCURTS.

At the last scssion of itlie Generai Assemibiy there was an Act
passed providing for Special Courts, and stating how they should be
obtained, and also fixing the salary of the special judge. In fixing
this salary, however, the General Assembly failed to provide any
fund out of which it should be paid, _ During the past year four



