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Perrow-Crrizexs: Two years ago I
was a candidate for the legislature, and
issued an address appealing to the citizens
of Anderson county, regardless of party,
for their support. I received a handsome
vote from. both parties, and it is with
pride I can say such a vote as certainly
niade ‘me’ a true representative of the
whole people. . Tn that address I made
certain pledges, and as I am again a can-
didate, asking for the suffrages of my
constituents, ‘I feel ita duty incumbent
upon me to lay before ‘you a full account
of my stewardship. ; I shall call your at-
tention; to the various Dledges, made then,
and endeavor'to convinee my most uncom-
promising opponents that every promise
has been redeemed, and ‘I fully believe
that when you go to the ballot-box on the
3d day of next November, you will express
by your vote your commendation ef my
course.
: 1.—BONDED DEBT.

My pledge in reference to the bonded

debt was as follows: I pledge myself to |

work for *‘financial reform, by advocating
the suspension of payment of principal
and interest on-every bond of' the State,
to which can be attached the shadow of
suspicion, and to provide for the punctual

ent of interest on the valid debt,
* % % ¥ ¥ * byt if the contingency
arises, I shall plant ‘myself under the

banner of repudiation and insist that the | gal . { .
| wy bill in the senate, which provided for

fraudulent ebt be disposed of in that
way.

. Let us see how this promise was kept.
Among the first measures I introduced
was a bill which provided that certain
responsible gentlemen should be a{:pointed
as o committee, whose duty it s
to examine every bond and coupon pre-
sented to them, stamp the same, take a
correct account of the amount, date of
issue, class of bond, purpose for which
they were issued, series, etc., and report
the result of their investigation at the
next meeting of the general assembly. Tt
also provided that the collection of prin-
cipal or interest on every bond or coupon
not presented should be forever barred.
It passed the house and went to the
senate, and was there defeated by the

ould be |

the State, and that the people had re-
ceived little or no benefit from the issue of
a large class of bonds, issued since recon-
struction, also the fact that the debt created
before the war wasat a time when the
State was in a prosperous condition, and
since then milﬁons of dollars worth of

roperty had been swept from the people
{:y the result: of the war, it was deemed
advisable to offer a compromise to the legal
bond holders, by giving them new bonds
for the outstanding legal bonds and stock
at forty cents on the dollar; in the same
bill we repudiated the fraudulent conver-
sion bonds, the fall of which amounted to
five million nine hundred and sixty-five
thousand dollars, (£5,964,000.) Including
interest, they amounted to six million
seven hundred and twenty-seven thousand
seven hundred and eighty dollars, ($6,727,-
780.) The bill passed the house in this
form, went to the senate, and was amen-
ded by inserting fifty cents. on the dollar
instead of forty ; the house agreed to the
amendment which reduced the valid debt,
amounting to about $11,542,0672.22,
(eleven million five hundred and forty-two
thunsand six hundred and seventy-two dol-
lars and twenty-two cents, )to the compara-
tively small amount of five million seven
hundred and seventy-one thousand three
hundred, and thirty six dollars and cleven
cents, (£3,771,356.11.) Thisone measure
saved to the State the enormous sum of
$12,499,116.11, (twelve million four hun-
dred and ninety-nine thousand one hun-
dred and sixteen dollars and eleven
cents.) Iassisted in the preparation of
this bill, advoeated it in the commwittae,
in the house, and rendered all the assis-
tance in my power to pass it. The most

| upcharitable must admit that the pledge

in reference to the bonded debt is fully re-
deewmed,

I will now call your attention to the
wanner in which the bond ring came se
near eaining their point.  After defeating

an investization, and that no interest

| should be levied-or collected, until an in-

| vestization had taken place, they (thebond

ring ), throngh Morton-Bliss & Co., of Wall
street, New York, went into the courts
and obtained a writ of mandamus to
compel the comptroller-gencral to_ levy a
tax to pay the interest on the bonded
debt, which interest at that time amounted
to $2,428 842,87, (two million four hun
dred and eighteen thousand eight hun-
dred and forty-two dollars ans eighty-
seven cents,) which, to have paid, would
have required a levy of two per cent. on
every dollar of taxable property in the
State, and simply weant confiseation or
revolution.  Before the time expired for

[ the comptroller to make the levy, the

{radulent bond ring; it was not to their |

intent to have an investigation. It is
with pleasure that I can say that out of
suverad bills introduced in the house, look-
" ing to the same end, wine was adopted as
the most practicable.  This bill being de-

feated just at the close of the first ses- |

sion, no further action could be tuken !
then; we wet again and from the comp- |

troller-general’s report found the honded
debt, including interestand State stock, to
be $18,270,452.22, (eighteen million two
- hundred seventy thousand four hundred
dred fifty-two dollars twenty-two cents,)
which amount was enormous, and would
have baunkrupted the State had we at-
tempted to pay principal or even the inter-
set on it.
ing members, it was deemed advisable that

the committee on ways and means shonld |

wrepare and report a hill to settle onr
sonded debt.
a member of that committee, and ren-
dered what assistanee | eonld in prepar-
ing the bill known as: A hill to reduee
the volume of the public debt!”  After
cor-idering the emburrassed condition of

1 had the honor of being |

| tn

zenerul assembly was convened in extra
session to divise some plan to prevent o
ereat a calamity being foisted on the peo-
ple.  After mature deliberation, the gen-
eral assembly repealed the Jaw, giving the
comptroller-general power to levy a tax,
therehy defcating the bond ring from rob-
bing the people. T advocated this plan
and bill, and used what influence I had
sy it As your l'uprcs-‘unluti\'c,
could do no more.
2. —EDUCATION.

| |1?’llllli:~'t'.![ to ’d.tl\‘nr:l!(! such It'_L’iF':Iﬁl.lll

as would secure the establishment of a

- thorough and eflicient system of' public

After consulting with the lead- |

I

instruction. [ endeavored to discharge
my duty as one of the committee on
education, and asa member of the house,
The constitution providfs that the general
assembly shall appropriate: a soflicient
amount for the waintenanee of the Uni-
versity; this has heen done, and many
voung men, both white and eolored, are
now reaping the benelit of it.  Anact has
also been passed which provides that at
loast vne student from each county  shall

be provided with the means necessary o
secure an education, After a competi-
tory examination in our county, Green
D. Williams, a prominent and worthy

young colored wan, passed the board, and |

is now receiving the benefit of this law.
The constitution further provided that
within five years after its adoption the
general assembly should provide for the
establishment of a state normal school.
This has been done, and erc long that
institution will send fortl: many compe-
tent teachers to instruet the youth of oar
state; then we will have an educated
population who will be prepared to cast
their vote in the interest of good govern-
ment. The year previous to my election,
the a])pro riation for free schools was
three hunded thousand dollars, and not
one cent of it was paid: last year the

same amount was appropriated, crery dol- |

lar of which was paid. This year the same
amount was appropriated, most of which
has been paid. T have the best assurances
that the remainder will be paid. Ho
much for the practical working of the
specific tax levy which I introduced. I
fuvor a liberal tax as provided in our con-
stitution for free school purposes, believ-

ing, as has often been dewmonstrated, that |

it 1s cheaper to educate a people, and
thercby prevent crime, than to pay the
expenses of convicting them, where they
have not received the benefit of an educa-
tion. [ c¢laim that this pledge has been
redeemed.
3.—TAXATION.
I promised to work for a lower tax, and

to advocate snch a system of taxation as
would prevent the Legislature from squan-

dering the proceeds after it was collected. | ) 5 :
| but should it eome before the legislature,

I have suceeeded, beyond my most san-
guine expectations, in redeeming this
pledge. I carefully studied the old system
of levying and colleeting the taxes. and
found that during the fiscal year, previons

treasiry S1,019,596.00 (one million nine-
teen_thousand five hundred and ninety-
six dollars.) This amount was collected

1_

| enee to it:

while the Legislature was in session, and |

they fraudnlently appropriated it to their |

own use, squandering in one session, for
lerrislative expenses alone, more than nine
hundred thousand dollars, leaving unpaid
legislative expenses for the same session,
several hundred ‘thousand dollars.  The
legislative expenses were so enormous for

eral reported a deficiency of unpaid ap-

propriationsof 31,266, 405 (one nillion two |

hundred and sixty-six thousand four hun-
dred and five dollars.) 1 gave this matter
my most serious consideration, in order to
devise some plan to prevent such a reck-
less anld ill‘I

penples money,

the committee on ways and means, [t

Cowas aonovel idea. and they rejected it

I then made o minority veport, the Hon
2. M. Swith, democratic member [rom
Spartanburg, signing it with me; seven
of the most influential republican mem-
bers of the honse signedvsthe majority
report, which favored levying the taxes
as heretofore,

amons expenditure of the |
I subwitted my plan to |

this fiseal year that the comptroller-gen- | the one side, my wite and children, and a

to my election, there was paid into the | was the costly price !

touched by them. This will serve you a &
one example of the practical working of
the "'::I|u:::iﬁc tax levy." Again, the tax |
for public printing is one-third of one mill, |
or ahbout forty-six thonsand dollars, and |
as that is all that is levied for that pur-
pose, they cannot expend one dollar more
of the tax when collected.

Do you not think this is cutting short
the rations of the ‘‘printing ring?”
When it is well known they have in one
year absorbed, in their capacious maw, as
much as four hundred thousand dollars
for printing. I claim that for the intro-
duction of this system of taxation into
the legislature it is due to me that the
citizens of Anderson should elect me to
the senate, if T had accomplished no other
good while there. It is destined to redeem
the State and drive away the money grab-
bers and spoilers. For the first time since
1863 the money is applied for the purpose
for which it was levied and collected.

4 —MILITIA.

I have told you, again and again, that
T was opposed to our militia system, and
that it was an evil that should be reme-
died. For several years previous to my
election, the appropriation for the militia
amounted to a sum ranging from fifteen
to thirty thousand dollars abnually. I
am glad to inform you that to-day there
is only five thousand dollars appropriated
for this organization.

3. —BLUE RIDGE SCRID.

There is a copy of my pledge in refer-
“I am interested in revenue
bond serip, and leave the matter with
and abide by the devisions of the courts,

I will be found representing the people
and not myself!"” Did I keep 16?7 1
asseverate most solemnly that I redeemed
that pledge, and my own financial ruin
[ am interested in
the serip to the amount of forty-two |
thousand dollars, and when they endeay-
ored to foree their measure, to levy a tax
to pay it, I fought it in the committee, in
the house and out of it; voted against it,
and used every energy of my pature, to
prevent this tax from being levied- :mpon
you ; and without assuming tvo much, /
kenow 1 eonld have earried it, if 1 had put
my shoulder to the wheel.  Few men can
conceive of’ my position at that time; on

certainty of financial ruin; on the other
side, my duty to my constituents I un-
flinchingly went throngh the fiery ordeal,
and I am unuterably proud of it. 1
thank (ol that he gave me strength to

resist the temptation, and althoueh 1 may |
be made homeless by it—the confidence
of my people, and the conscionsness of
having performed my whole duty—betray-

(|
|
1
|
i
| ing no trust confided to my keeping, is |
1

We had a severe strugele, |

amd, as most of vou know, the miority |

suceeeded, and Sonth Cavolina adopted
the new systemn of levying the taxes for
:-:!u-{_-ilii_' JIEpnNses. It is made {'t‘lnll_\‘ II_\'
this aet for the treasurer to pay funds,
except e the parpose for wlich they
were levied and eolleetod, and o glinee
will show that a ereat object has heen ae-
complished, The tax is levied now e
the next fiseal vear, wnd one mill is levied
for legislative expenses, orabout one -
deed and forty thomsand dollaes ;
quently the nest seneral assembly ean
only expend that amount of the tax, no
matter how long they remain in session,
as the remainder of the tax cannot be

Canse-

1

f:u'_:;. al=o that thebr mones, and®amounts
ey shall hevealter appear in the appro-

fiur dearer to e than money; one 1 ean
love, the other caumot be taken from me!
This pledge has been redecmed o my
finanetl loss, and i elected to the senate,
[ shall again represent the people, be the
ConseqIences wll:lt they may.

(h,—ATTACHES,

I tavored a reduction of the number of” |
attaches. The journals will show yvon
Low this promise was kept, and that T |
was feremost in fighting against a larger
number heing employved than was abso-
litely neeessary to conduct the business of
Loth houses. | intradueed a bill to regu-
late the number and pay of the same. Tt
is now an aet : amd herealter the number
cannot he inereased, as heretofore, by
simple vesolution of either house: to an
pnlimited numher, hecanse the act pro-
vides B sspreifivd mher and thelr sal-

— v -

priation bills—the treasuser being forbid-
den under heavy penalties to pay other-
wise, It further provides that the num-
ber shall never be increased exeept by act
or joint resolution, which will have to be
read three times in each house and fully
discussed ; consequently one may safely
conclude, the number will never be in-
creased.

T.—FINANCIAL AGENT.

T advocated the necessity of abolishing
this offee. It has been done! I hc]peﬁ
do the work that brought us the good
result ; so this pledge has also been kept !

8.—OFFICES.

I favored the abolishment of many,
and the blending together of two or
more, wherever it was practicable. I en-
deavored to abolish the office of county
auditor and allow the clerk of the court
to perform the duty. This one measure
I failed to carry; I could do mo more
than trv. We apolished hundreds of
attaches and useless clerks and officers.
around the legislature. The office of
state auditor has been abolished ; also the
office of financial agent and the office of
physician for the Charleston jail. We
repealed the law giving the Governor
authority to appoint a chief’ constable, or
as many constables as he desired, thereby
ridding the state of many more unneces-
sary, useless and expensive hapgers-on.
I rendered what assistanee I could to
accomplish this end.

0.—PUBLIC PRINTING.

I claimed that it should be given to the
lowest responsible bidder. I take great
pleasure in saying that I fought this most
infamous and outrageous swindle from
first to last. I gave the matter more of
wy time than any other business betore
us, and iutroduced two bills to regulate it.
I failed to secure a report on either, hut
they were referred to a juint committee,
who reported a substitute.  This was the
best I could do, for the “‘printing ring’’
was the strongest and best organized ring
that has ever been in the State. This
bill provides that the cost of printing
hereafter shall not exceed fifty thousand
dollars, avd shall be given to the lowest
bidder, and as the specific levy, for priot-
ing amounts to only about forty-six thou-
sand dollars, T think the notorious organi-
zation, known as the “printing ring,’ has
had its death wound.

Tn addition to this, T introdueed ‘‘a bill
to provide for the granting of certain
charters.” My object in this was to pre-
vent the useless printing, engrossing and
envolling of hundreds of” bills to incorpe-
yate various churches, societies, ete., such
as, a bill to incorporate *‘the Young Men's
Refuleent Society, of Richland,” *the
Pee Dec Guards,” ‘“‘the Jonrneyman
Tatlors’ Union, of Charleston,”  *‘the

| Jerieho African M. E. Churely™ ete. T

could go on and enumerate hundreds of

| such bills, which had to be printed, en-

prossed and enrolled at a very heavy ex-
pense to the State.  These bills consumed
two-thirds of the time of the members off
the seneral assembly, while in session,
veading and considering them. My bill
pisserd the house, and when the proper
time arrived, our senator had it passed
through the senate, Therealter, uuder
this aet, all such societies will have to
apply to the clerk of the clerk for acts of
incorporation, and unless they are relised
they cimot apply to the legislature ; con-
seqiiently, it will save a large amount in
printing, clerk hive, ete. e will tend to
<horten the annual sessionsof’ the legisl-
ture, and thus reduce the expenses of the
same,  This is proot conelusive, thai my
promise in referenee to the printing has
bueen I‘|_’IIL'|:llICL|.



