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ANSWER OF

JACOB P. REED.

Member Elect from the Third Congression-
al District of South Carolina, to the
Forty-First Congress ot the United
States of America, to the Pro-
test of his Competitor,
Solomon L. Hoge.

Axpegsoy, S. C., January 21st, 1869.

The undersigned, member elect, at the
eloction held on the third day of November
‘A, D. 1868, from the 3rd Congressionul
District of South Carolina to the Forty-
First Congress of the United States of
America, respectfully submits to the
House of Repiexsentutives the follewing
answer to the very extraordinary paper
purporting Lo be a protestol his suid elec-
tion, which has been served uvn him by
Sotoinon L. Hoge, his competitor, viz:

1. I admit that the charges made against
me in the specifications 1, 2, 3, 4 5,6,7,
8 and 9 of said protest, with the excep-
tion ot the latter cluuse of specitication 8,
are substantinlly trae. 1 was a member
of the Legisluture of South Carolina in
1838 und 1339, and again in 1843, 1849
and 1850, L was elected Solicitor of the
Western Circuit of South Carolina hy the
Legislature on or about the Sth day ef
ccember, 1850, and re-slected at the end
of every lour years up to and inclusive ot
December, 1866, and continued to dis
charge the diities of said office, without
intermission, up to the 15th of December
lust, 1863. At my several elections as
member of Lhe Legistature, and at my
clection as Solicitor in 1850, 1854 and
1858, I touk an oath to support the Con-
stitution of the United States of’ America,
and of the State of South Curolinu. At
my re-election as Solicitor in December,
1862, T did take an-oath te support the
‘Constitution ot what was then known as
the Confederate Stutes of America, and ol
1he State of Soath Carolina; and at my
o election to the same office in Decem-
ber, 1866, [ again tovk an oath to support
the Constitution of the United States, and
of my owu State—having previously, in
1349, took the oath ot ubivgiance and am-
nesty tendered to the people of the South
by the President, regarding it, whether
erroncously or not, whike the duty and in-
terest of every eitizen te yield true faith
wsnd allegiance to the government to
which he is subjected, and to which alone
lie ¢ean look tor protection for the time
Heing, 1 alsoadmit that I was & momber
of the Secession Convention of this State
in 186y, and voted tor and advoeated the
measures of said Conventron. ‘But I af
firm that iy political predilections have
always been eminently conservative. 1
wis un ardent friend of the Ameriean
Union ander the Constitation, and weeep-
ted the policy ot secussion Wwith great re-
Ynetanee, after almost every other citizen
of the State had given in his adhesion 1o
the measure.  And being ouco in, I sup-
ported the issaesinvolved with ail the en-
thusiasm ot my vature, and during the
greatly to be regretted and Lo mo unex-
peeted war that ensued, guve all the sym-
pathy, aid and encouragement in my pow-
wr. short of actually bearing arms, which
as it civilian, amd on aecount of My age:
and habiws of-lite, [ never did to the Con-
tedernte cauxe. 1 admit that 1 was ineli-
wible 0 office, State or Federdl, nnder the
14th amendment of the Constitution of
the United States, at the date of my clec-
tion Lo Congress; that my politieal disa-
bilities have not yet been removed by
Congress, and that a portion of the clee-
tars of the Congressionsl District doubt-
Jess knew, when they cust their votes for
me, that I was at the time ineligible, But
I atfirm that almost the entive adult white
male population of the Congressional Dis-
trict concurred 1 the opinion, that as our
population had acquiesced in the situution
peacenbly. loyadly and in good fuith, and
the State hud been restored to the Union
under the Congressional plan of reeon-
srruction, with its entire adult male pop-
ulation, withont regurd to race, color or
former condition, udmitted to the ballot
box, that the disabilities of the person
elected to represent them in Congress
wonld ve removed, and that he would be
pevmitted to take Iisseat, and I respect-
tuily suggest that such will be the action
of the American Congress. But it is not
truw, as & charged in the latter clause ol
the Sth speciticatien, that 1 am still “op-
pused to the United States government,
and to the reconstraction acts of Con-
gress,” in the sense in which the charge is
made. [ affiem that my allegiance to the
U nited States government has long sinee
heen restored with pertoct fidelity, and
1hat 1w ardently attached 1o the enity
asnd perpetnity of that government under
khe Constitution and faws made in aceor-
dancd therewith. T admit that I was op-
posed, in principle, to the reconstruction
aets of Congress, regarding them from
my standpoint as harsh and nnnecessary
measures, but L accepted them as  finali-
Ly on the subject of reconstruction, until
changed by the peaceable instrumentali-
ties of the ballet-box or the courts, and
was in favor of our pecple uniting in an
effort, in accordance with their require-
ments, to restore our State to its statusin
the Union at the earliest practicuble mo-
ment. And I now regard the purposes
of their ennctment as tully accomplished,
g0 fur as the Stte of South Carolina is
concerned, and that the Constitution and
Taws of the State, framed and enucted un-
Jder the anthority wiven by them, are tho
Constitution and luwws, until altered or
amended according to the forms of law;

. and sueh have been my publicly expressed

opiuimm everywhere.
9. I deny the truth of tho libellous

ehurge contained in the 10th specification
#f ilie protest, and affirm that it & in lat-

ter and in spirit, so far as applied to my-
self or the party who sustained me ug
guch at the election on the 8rd day of No-
vember last, utterly and vnqualifiedly
false; and I churge that I obtained a very
large majority of the votes cast for mem-
ber of Congress for the 3d Congressional
District of South Carolina, on that day,
by none other, so fur as I am informed
and believe, than legitinate and proper
influences, such as are admissable and or-
dinavily resorted te in popular elections
everywhere. _

8.7 I derv the truth of the several
charges contained in specifications 11, 12
and 13 of the protest. It is utterly un-
troe that any combination was ever en-
tered into by myself and friends, or by
any other persons with my knowledie or
consent, to preventan election being held
in the county of Edgeficld. It is une
quivocally fulse that any acts of violence
were resorted to by my friends or others,
with my knowledge or consent, for the
like purpose, or any other purpose, and if
uny suchactsof violence were commilted,
I never heard of them except throngh the
protest of contestant; and I charge that,
it committed,they ure attributable alone to
reckless individuals, who acted of their
own accord ; and it is not true that my-
self or the party which sustiined me ure
in any way responsible for the failure to
liold an election in Edgeficld county. On
the contrary, I charge thut myself and
triends were exteedingly anxious that an
clection should be held in that county,
and felt ouvraged that the proper authori-
ties did not cause said elzction to be held.
And [ am informed, believe and ¢harge,
that the Commisstoners of Election, whove
duty it was to- provide for holding an
election in saic county of Edgefield. were
Republicans and partizans of” contestant,
und purposely neglected and refused to do
s0, becuuse they were nware that a large
mnjority of the electors of suid county
would cast their votes for me as mewmber
of Coungress from the 3rd Congressional
District. :

4. I deny thut the charges contained in
specificutions 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20,
having reference o the elaction n the
county ot Lexington, vr any of them, as
therein stuted aud charged, arve troe. 1t
is not true that nine hundned aud filly
persons, who were nc. entitled 1o vole,
from non-residence or any other cause,
were permitted to vote and did cust
their votes ior me in suid county ; and I
charge that it any illegal votes were cust
tor me, by cither residents or 1ON-1Iesi-
deuts, they were identiied and thrown
out of the count by the Commissioners,
acting as County canvassers.  The facts.
us [ nm informed, believe and charge, sive
these: A number of citizens, legal voters
of the county of Edgetield, in which no
election was held, (the exact numbes I
do not know, but probably three or four
hundred.) attended at several of the mast
convenient election pretinets in the coun-
'ty of Lexingtun, aud cluimed the right to
vote tur niember of Congress, and were
pc.:rmiI.LL'd to do so by the munagers, near-
ly all of suid managers, us 1 am intormed,
believe and charge, being triends and par-
uzais of contestant—uon the gronud, that
being qualified voters in the adjucent
county ol Edgetield, in the sume Congres
sionul District, where nu election was
held, they were justly entitied to vote tor
i represeutative i Congress in ang coun
ty of the same (srd) Congressionul 1Dis-
triet. The bailots cast by said citizens,
legnl voters of the county of Edgetield, as
i wmn informed and beheve, were marked
by the managers and thrown out of the
connt by the County canvassers.  And it
is churzed that said eitizens, legal voters
of the county et Kdgefield, being de-
prived by the suthoritics ot the privilego
of exereising their right of franchise m
their own ceunty, were entitled under the
Constitution and laws, as had ulways here-
wfore bren permitted by thelawsot South
Curoling, to vole for a representutive in
Congress in any county ot the s Con-
wpessional  Districs, and  thut the said
County canvassers had no legal authority
to throw out oi' the connt the votes ot
snid citizens, and in doing so, if their

contestant, and a8 to which 1 bave no
krowledge, they unlawiully deprived me
of at lenst tour hiindred legal votes, which
should have been counted for me. 1u is
theretore deuied that any illegal vote or
votes werecounted tor mein the county
of Lexington, und charged thut 4 was un-
lawtully doprived asatoresuid of at least
tonr handred legul votes, which contes.
tant alicges wero cant for me. It is nol
wrie as churged that L, by my advice and
through the ugeney of fricnds, deprived
my competitor, the contestunt, of four
hundred and fifty, or any other smuller
number of lawiul aud legal votes in the
county ot Lexington. Ldeny that 1 ever
guve any advice onthe subject, and 1 know
nothing persoually us to the maunner in
which either the canvas or the election was
conducted in said county, but 1 am in-
formed, believe and charge that it is not
true, as aileged by contestant, that budies
of armed men, or other persons, on the
day of election, or at any other time, im-
properly interfered at auny one of the elve-
tion precinets or eisuwhere Lo prevent
qualitied voters from going Lo the polls
and exercising the franchise at their pleas-
ure. I deny that centestant was deprived
of any legal vote in said county by any
other than lawiul and legitimato influen-
cos, and charge that if any illegul votes
were connted in snid county they were
cast and counted for my competitor.

5. 1 deny that the chirges contained in
apecifications Nes. 21 to 4, inclusive, of
the protest, buving reference o the elee-
tion in the county of Abbeville, or any of
them, as therein stated and charged, are
true. . It is not true that thirty-four hun-
dred, or sny smaller number of colored
voters in said county, who would bave

roted for gontestant, wers kept trom the

voles were cast for me, us is alleged by |

polls by « threuts, fraud, intimidution and
acts of violence of your (my) friends,
made and done by and with your (my)
counsent and knowledge” us is falsel

churged in the 2lst specification of the
protest. But it acts ot violence were
committed iu said county of Abbeville,
they were committed by some reckless
and lawless individoal or individuals, ol
their own malice and on their own re-
sponsibility, against the persons of other
individua's, for which neither the party
who sustained me in my election nor the
great muss of the people of Abbeville
county are in any way responsible. And
I deny that the said thirty-four hundred
voters, or any of them, were kept from
the polls by intimidation, or thut there
was any reasonable excuse or sufficient
cause for such intimidation if it existed,
as was demonstrated by the resnlt ot the
election at th@ several precivets on clee
tion day. And I am forther informed,
believe and charge that the voters who
ubsented themselves from the polls on
election day did so either of their own
accord or under the effect of influences
addressed to their understandings, such
as are resorted to in popular political
elections everywhere, and 1 deny the suf-
ficiency of the evidence upon which it is

affirmed thut the raid voters, or any el

them, would have voted for my competi
tor, the contestant, if they bad gone to
the polls. It is net true,as I am iuformed,
believe and charge, that fifteen hundred
persons, non-residents, or. any number
approximuting fitteen hundred, came into
the county of Abbeville on election duy,
mounted, und armed with deadly weap-
ous, in the sense in which it is charged in
specifications 22 and 23 of the protest.
It is admitted that a number of citizens,
both white and colored, legal voters of
Edgeficld county, one of the counties of
the 3rd Congressional District, in which
no election was held, eame to the election
precinets in Abbéville county, most con-
venient to them, and clnimed the right to
vote for member of Congress, and that
they were permitted by the managers at
gome of the precinets Lo cust their votes,
under the impression that they were le-
gally entitled, under the Constitution and
luws, to vote for representative in Con.
gress in any county of the Congressional
District, as had always heretofore been
permitted by luw in South Carolina, (as
heretofore charged,) which impression it
is insisted wus correct. The exnet num-
ber of =uid persons I do not know and
cannot state, probably one or two hun-
dred, nor do I know whether they voted
for mysell or my competitor, the contes-
tant.  Some of these persons came, as I
am informed and believe, singly or in
pairs, monnted on their mules or” lioises,
as persons orvdinanly go to election
grounds, and a  portion of them, both
white and colored, doubtless had arms
ahout their persons, 1518 too frequently
the case in these times. I am intormed.
balieve and charge that they are the only
persons, non-residents, who canie into the
county of Abbeville on electien day, und

they came tor the laudable purpose of

vating for a person Lo repiressnt them in
Congress, the privilege of duing so in
their uwn county having been denied
them by the purtizavs of contestant. But
it is not true, as I am informed, believe
and charge, that they, or any other per-
sons, scattered themselves about over the
county of Abbeville, and took possession
of the polls, at the several election pre-
cinets, or any of them; nor is it true that
they rode from preeincet to precivet, vo-
ting for me, or thut they prévented any
voter, white or colored, by uny unfair or
violent means, from going to the polls
und depositing his ballot aecording to his
pleasure.  And 1 am- turther informed.
tielieve and churge that it is not true, as
stated in the wpecifications of snd pro-
text, in relution te the several election
precincts in the county of Abbeville, that
any illegal vote or veles were cust lor me
by permons who -were non residents el
suid connty,or other personus, atuny one or
mure of suid election preciuets, other than
by the few persons, legal voters (and it is
not admitted that any of them voted for
me) ot Edgefield ccunty, und also, in an
election for member of Congress, legul
voters of Abbuville county, as it is insis-
ted, who were permitted to vote at cer-
tain precincts, us belore stuted ; nor is it
true that any illegal votes were cust for
me in the county of Abbeville; nor is il
trie thut any number ot colored persons,
legal voters, wore driven from the polls,
or prevented by uny unfair meuns, from
voting at uny one of the precinets in said
county ; nor is it true that armed bodiex
ol men touk possession ot the polls at any
election precinet on election day, for any
purpose whatever., Butit is true, as Tam
informed, believe and char ge, that the said
clection passed off with the most perfeet
quiet, good order and fuirness, at every
clection precinet in thie said connty of
Abbeville, xave nt the precinet of White
Itall, where a disturbunce did take place,
in which some acts of violence were com-
mitted, and in which certain colored per-
sonn, friends of contestant, were the ag-
gressors and are alone responsible for.

6. 1 deny that the charges contuined in
specifications Nos. 41 to 48, incluxive, of
tho protest, having reference to the elec-
tion in the county of Newberry, or any of
them, as therein stated and charged, are
true. 1t is not true, us 4 am informed,
believe and charge, that a system of in-
timidation and =iolence was practiced for
weeks betore the election, for Lhe purpose
of terrifying the colored men, and break-
ing up the Republican party in the coun-
ty of Newberry. It is not true that the
aets of violence referred to, or any of
them, were committed, if committed at
all for the purpoese of proventing the
suid colored men from voting, or for any
political purpose whatever; and it is nt-
terly and unqualifiedly false, it any such
acts of violenes or sutrage weré comaitted
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by any person or persons, that they were
engauyged in with my knowledge or consent;
and I charge that any sets of violence
that may have been eommitted. duiing

the summer or full of 186¥, were tha re-.

sult of private quurrcly, and bud ne ve-
forence whatever to the pending Congres.
sional election. It is not true that the
death of Lee Nance, which is admitted,
geve entire control over the appointment
of munayers of the election insuid county
te the Democrats  The manugers for the
county of Newberry had been selccted
and sgreed upon by the Commissioners,
with his full assent, before his deatn, and
it is fulse thet the purty who snstained
me in my election were in any way re-
spongible for his killing, orany other ont-
rsge thut my have been committed in the
county of Newberry; nor is it true that
contestant might not have cunvassed the
county of Newberry, or any other coun
ty in the Congressional Distriet, with
perfect sufety, if he had possessed Lhe
egunanimity of temper to encounter the
Luunts and jesrs—punning upon his name
and otherwise of a few mischievous per-
sons, It is not true, as charged, thut

twelve hundred, or wry other number of

persons, nen-residents, who were not en-

titled to vote, came into the county of

Newberry on the day of election, and
were unlawfully and illegally allowed to
vote for me; but it is true that a few of
the citizens, (the exact number I do not
know, probably one hnndred.) legal vo-
ters of the county of Edgefield, in the
same Congre~sionul District, in which no
election was held, and for the reusons
stated and zharyred as to the same: cluss
of persons who went into the ceunties ot
Lexingten und Abbeville. came into and
were permitted to cast ther votes for
member of Congress in Newberry coun-
ty. 1 do not kunow and cannot stute
whether suid persons voted for myseil or
my competitor, but insist, us heretofore,
that under the Constitution and laws they
were legully entitled to vote in the coun-
ty of Newberry. or any other county of
the sume (3rd) Congressional District, for
a representative in Congress.  And I de.
ny that any other non-residents came in-
to Newberry and voted for member of
Congress on clection dhy, and alse deny
that uny illegal vote or voles were cast
or counted for me at said Congressional
election in Newberry. And I turther de-
ny that said persons came into said coun-
ty mounted and armed, otherwise than as
many persons, white and enlored, mount
and arm themselves on going from home
for any purpose. It is not true that fit-
reen hundred colored persons, legul volers
of said county of Newberry, or any
smuller number of persons. were preven-
ted from going to the different election
precinets or driven awuy from said pre-
cinets, and prevented from voting lorcon-
testant 3 and I charge that the electorsin
suid connty, if any, who absented them-
selves from the polls, or being prescul
lefv the polls withont voting. d.d €0 of
their own accord, under none other than
legitimate and proper influences.  And 1
deny that any voter was kept from going
to the polls and voting. or that uny voter,
who wis absent, or being present lelv the
polls without voting, would have voted
tor contestant.  Aund I deny the truth of
the eharges, and every ot them, con tainad
in specifications 43, 44, 49, 46 und 47 ol
the protest, having reference to the ro.
spective precinets in Newberry county.
and charge that each and every of suid
churgres urve in fact untrue; and s evi-
dence ot -the truth of similur charges
made in relution to other election pre
ciancts in Newberry and the other countics,
stute that but torty-one votes in all were
cust at the precinet of Maybinton in said
county, where it is churged by contestaut
that two bundred illegal voles were cast
for me by persons who werc nen resi-
dents of swid county,

7. 1 deny that the charges contained in
specifications 44, 50, 51 and 52, inclusive,
of the protest, having rveference to the
county ut Anderson, or any of them as
therein stated and charged, are true. Ib
answer Lo specitication 49, 1 state and
churge that 1L is not true that bodies ot
armed men, 4t any lime, rodo over the
county of Anderson, cummitting any of
the enormities chnrged.  lvis nol trug, in
the sense stuted, that the bouses of color-
ed men were broken into;, and men, wo.
men and children beaten, furniture de-
stroyed, &c., &e.  In the spring of 1868,
before parties were orgunized or candi-
dutes npminated lor any oflice, an veenr-
rence ct the kind mentioned did take
place, in which & white womaun and rev-
eratl colored persous, living in close prox-
imity, were beaten und maitreated by
persons who have not been discovered,
without reference to political matiers;
and I eharge that it is the only oceur-
rence of the kind that hus happenesd in
the county: {t s pot  true  that
any colored mun or men in- siid coun-
Ly were eover furced to sweur they
wordd bo  Democrats, and threatened
with death if they went to the polls and
voted the Repubbican ticket. 1t is not
true that any nungber of volers, or even
u single voter ‘in suid county, was kept
from the polls by intimidation or oth
er unfuir means, or that any single voter
wats driven from the polls and kept from
voting ut any eleetion precinet in the
conuty. And | charge that cuch and ev-
ery voter, il any, who romuined away
from the polls in Anderson county, on
the day ot the Congressional election,
did so of his own accord, under proper
and legitimate influences, addressed 1o
his understanding; and that no voter
who sbsented hunselt trom the polls wonld
have voted for contestunt, il present. And
I deny, and charge that it is false, that
any illegul vole or votes were cast for me
in Anderson county, It is not true, as I
am informed, believe and charge, that the

person who was conveying the Republi-|
| gud, indeed, the leading purpose—as 1

‘ean tickete £0 the eléotion précinct of

IGrccnwoud, in suid county, was shot at
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und driven off, as in charged in specifica-
tivn No. 30; noris it true, as charged in
the sume specification, thul one man at|
Dark Corner precinet, in suid county, was |
whipped until he promised to vote tor me,
or that any soter of said county war, by |
violence, ar uny other unfair or illegnl |
means, kept from voting as he desired st
Dark Corner or any other precinet in

Anderson county. But it is true, that ne
vote was cast tor contestant al said pre

cincet, and it isalso true thulone man was

shot and wounded vithier the night belore

or very recently before the election, but
I charge thut he wus shot in a private
quarrel with another individual, having
no reference whatever to the election or
political matters, und that the person

procluimed publicly and privately, was to
endenvor to moderate the eeul and fmé
proprieties. as 1 considered them, with
which the campaigu bad opened—to pour
il on the waters, which 1 perceived were
likely to be troubled, and contribute, by
all the means in my puwer, to the peace,
?uicl and goed vrder of the country. And
uffirrs  thut such ‘was my purpcse
throughout, us was known 1o all with
whom 1 had intercourse, and 1 am- nos
conscious thut 1 ever mentioned the nime
ol & political upponent in any offensive
scnse, or utterca 8 word thal jost except
tion co Jd be tuken to. 1 addressed the
colored persuns specially, wherever I met
them, and endeuvored, in siinple language,
to enlighten their understundings an
conv nee their judgments, and 1 never;oh

shut was u gealous member of the Dema- | any occusion, sttempted directly or-indb

cratic party. ILis not true, as charged
in specification 51 of the protest, us 1 am
informed, believe and charge, that ong
of the Commissioners of Eleetion was
+ doggred,” or in uny way interfered with,
by uny persun ot persous. Nor is it true,
as charged in the same specification, that
ary person, white or culored, in said
county, voted for me through fear, or
weie forced to su vute. And 1 charge
that each und all of the allegations wade
in the said protest, sgainst the nunugers
of election and people of Anderson coun
Ly, are entirely unwarranted by the fucis
and are false. Aunderson is my pluce f
residence, and I affirm that there has
been lesy disorder, and tewer violations of
the rights of persou and property in said
county, during the lust fitteen months,
thun has occurred in sny equal lenglh of
time for eighteen yeurs past, during all
which I have been the Attorney for the
State, and wus necessarily informed of
ali violations of the criminal law. And I
further afirm, that according to my in-
formativn und belief, more perfect peace,
quiet and good order has not prevailed.
during the same time.in any county ofany
Siate in the United Stutes, And1clurge
thut the numerons sllegations, as to vio-
lations of the public peace, and tenden-
cies to disorder and violence, which were
maude ugninst the people of Aundersen

county, and most ot thuse made tyainst | pe

the other counties. prior to the election,
were concocted with a view to secure the
presence of military gurrisons, and if pos-
sible overawe the people, so as to secare
the success of my competitor in the Con-
gressionul election. and thut they have
been kept up and reiterated since to ena-
ble Lim tou set aside the voice of the peo-
ple, and secure a much-coveted geat in
Congress. as the fubled scuttlefixh avoids
its antagonist by escaping in the duvk-
ness of ity own effuvia. In answer to
specification 62 ot the protest, reluting to
Auderson and .other counties, I churge
that the facts stated and conelusions ar-
rived at by eontestant are alike unwar-
ranted and talse.

8. It is not true, as stated and charged
in the 63rd specification of said protest,
that I said in a speech in Columbia that
it the Republican purty should carry cer-
tain States in the October elections, * tlre
colored people might have the auducity
aud impudernice to attempt to voteus they
plense,” but that **in my part of the Dis.
trict the negroes should vote the Dem.
neratie ticket, or they should wot vote at
all.” I may have expressed the ‘opinfen
there. a8 { certainly did elsewhere, both
publicly and privately, that the result of
the Congressional election in this State
would depend, in a greut measure, on the
resuit, of the October clections in the
States of Pennxylvania, Ohioand Indiana.
That if tho Republican party cairied
those States, it would most likely stimu-
lute the carpet buggers and colored per
<ons to turn out to the election and over-
whelm us. But that it the said States
should be carried by the Democratic par-
Ly, it would disconrage them, so that they
would prebably abindon the contest.
‘Chut it wus my impression that the col
ored voters in my part of the country
were very much inclined, either (o vote
with their white fellow-citizens, who they
were beginning to learn were their only
trae triends, or remain away from the
potls. Bat 1 did noy, on that er any
other ‘occasion, state that any voter,
of any cluss, should vote otherwise
than «s be was prompted to do by his
own free will: Nor is'it trne that I ever
~utid, ‘on the Gereenville Rutlroad ecars or
clsewhere, that 1 “advised the niost ex
treme  violence against all Republican
leaders and wpeakers in the Disuier”
The charge is alike slunderous, libeltous
and tadse, So tar trom suvh a churge be-
ing trne, I aftirm, a¥ is known to every
individund in the State with whom I had
any intercourse, that L was more conser-
vative and moderate, in my public ad-
dresses and private conversations, than
any other individual in the State, veeupy
ma a public position, with whom 1 came
in contuet, ot either of the political par-
ties. 1 insisted most strenuously, every-
where amd on all eccasions, that the peace
must be preserved, all acts of vivlence
avoided, aud none other than moderate
and fair means resorted Lo, to cairy the
election, and it any other means were
vesorted 1o, I had no knowledge of themw,
either before or since the election,  And
I turther affirm that 1 bad taken no ae-
tive interost in political matters for
tlhiree or four years prior to the opening
of lust summer's campaign; that said
campuign had progressed or weeks before
[ identiticd mysolf with eithier ot the po-
litical pariies ; that 1 was present at a
large Deaoeratic demonstration at Ander-
son, (my own home,) and another at
Greenville, in August lust, and was en-
tively ignored by the leaders and mapa-
gers, because I was charged with having
too pliantly accepted the situation ; and
when [ was indueed by friends to declare
my opinions, and accept a nomioution lor
Coungress, one of my leading purposes—

rectly, by word, thought or act, o infld-
ence their votes inany othor way., 1am,
therctore, surprised at the recklessness-of
the charges made in specification 68 of
Lhie protest, 2y

9. In answer to the charges contained
in specification 54 of the protest;d stite
that they dre not true, as therein Atated
and charged. 1deny thut uny combitition
and conspiracy was ever 1ormed hj}' pet-
sous resiving 1 uny part of the Stute of
South Carohng, for the purpose of effecting
the wbjects, or any of them, us chirgeddn
the sauid specification, or for uny othér
putpose. Itistrue thut political brgani-
zutions ot the Trespective purties were
tormed. The Republican party ‘was' ok-
gunized into Uuton or Loyal Leaguek,
and the Dentocratic purty formed, iu most
parts of the Stute, # counter orgamgation
under the name of Demoeratic Clubs, sod
it is these ltter, 1 presame, that ave ol
estly styled combinations und conspira-
cies. But if so, I charge that, if not 'in
name, they were in tuct just such eon-
spiracies as were formed Ly the respee
tive parties in every Stute, und perhaps in
every county in the United States. Their
sole ‘wbject was to promote, by all legiti-
mate aud proper means, the success of
their purties.  ladniit that some of these
organizativns did paes Tesolations that
they would not give employment to, or
110t to reside ou their lands, persons
who affilinted with and sustuined by their
votes the opposite party. But' 1 deny
that any such ergunizations, or other per-
sonx, ever resolved or proclaimed, as/is
churged, that such persons * would be
driven with violence trom said Siate, and
prevented from remaining and living in
the sume.” 1 was never present ‘at any
pluce where any resolutions, to the eftect
first named, were pussed, end nosuch vo-
solve was entered into by the nssuciution
at Anderson, of which 1 was @ member,
And I deny that any portion of the peo-
ple of thedrd Congressional District were
compellud to contorm te ihe wishes and
opitions of the atoresaid orpanizations,
whether such wishes wers expressed in
the form of resolutions or otherwise. * I
deny thut bodies of armed men were
formed in and patrolled the 3rd Congres-
sional District, or any partof it, by dny or
by night, for any length of time. foranyof
Lo puryrosesur commiiting any of the out-
rages churged in the vid wpecification. T
deny thatany portion ol the people of
the 3rd Congressionad ' District were lin-
timidated and overnwed, so that they
were prevented from voting for the can-
did: tes of their chuice, und I deny that
ten thousatid, cr any smaller numbei of
electors, who had-determined to cast their
voteB for conteéstart, were prevented from
doing go by uny ‘of the means chargedyor
other unlawiul mewns, or that any voter
who was absent from the polls, or fuiled
to vote, it prevent, for any cause, would
have voted for contestant. el

10th. In answer to specification” 55: of
suid protest, I dery that it is tine thavall
or any of the frandulent'and illegul votes
caxt in sard Congressional District, if @ny
such were cast, were cast for me, and
charge that all such votes were cast for
contestant; and I accept. for what it is
worth, the notice of Contestant that he
will demand & compariron of tho ballots,
regnsatration and poli-bovks. .

11th. In answer to specification &6 of
the protest, I state that conteatant is. ei-
ther laboring under a very great-delusion
himselt, or is trying to deceive othew per~
sons by the statements of this specifica-
tion. 1 charge that contestant can go
into the vounties of Newberry, Abbeyille
and Anderson for the pnrpose ot taking
testimony in this contest, or tor-any other
{awful purpose, with as much sutety s he
eould go into any part of any vtherStute
i, the Union; ard his allegution to the
contrary is made, not ouly to givethe
appenrance of sineerity to his numerous
unfounded charges agaiust the Managers
ot Elections und people of suid counties,
lhut te evade the Act of Cungress pre-
scribing the mode of tuking ‘estimony in
contested elertions.

12th. In answer to the charges cen-
tained in specitication 57 of the protest,
I deny that the facts stated, and conclu-
siona drawn by contestant, s expressed
in said specification, are true, and chargo
that whilst he received 8 small minority,
I received, according to the official count
and decluration of the Stute Canvussers,
all of whom are persons in high official
lrwlnnitiun, and leading members ‘of ‘the

epublican party in South Careling, a
majority ot three thousand and -eight of
the votes cast for member ot Congress
from the 3rd Congremsional District of
South Caroling, at the election held on
the 3rd day of November, A. D. 1868,
That I was fairly elected to said-office,
and my disabilities, a8 herein admitted,
uside, which it may be the good pleasure
of Congresa to remove, I am justly enti-
tied to the seat to which I have been
elected by the people. And I chargethat
the Cemmirsioners of Election in the
~everal counties of the 3rd Congrissional
District of South Carolinn, whase duty it
was to establish the election pregincs,




