
CHAPTER ir ' ' 1

* - V
| History of the Beaucafres.
The first two days and nights of the

Journey southward were devoirof i.ny
special Interest or adventure. AJ'tear
the first day Klrhy withdrew all at! en- J

tlon from me and ceased In his en-
1

deavor tQ cultivate my acquaintance,
convinced of my disinclination to In- '

dulge In cardau. Throckmorton, bring
hi" own niiot seldom left the wheel-
house, and consequently f passed nunj

'

hours on the bench beside him. At oh* 1

fttaOor another he had mk the fa-' 1

raeus-eharacters along the river balks. (

through continual questttalig I 1

thus finally became possessed of the; ^

story ofthe house of Beaueafre; - >

In the main ft contained no unit mnl
fkrtWes. Through the YwiiKmad "W- '

fttrence of D'p&ervilhr at Louis' yjurt J

AIj|>h<«fc*de BOauriifre had drtgtt ally '

rkiaved a royafr g**nt of ton tiou-. 1

sand aches orlitHl'borderlng-'the 'iswrt' :

b*iUr of the Mftstssippi n few arlKst
above St Lent?. When hfs mastO * returnedto Franct leaving hlrf- ui lento
ployed. Beatrcalre, possessing- ample
means of his own, had preferred* t> re- ,

maht tn America. It* ffatboat* pro-
pelied by-Toyefettrff. and aceompa ntetf*<1
byVconaTderable retinae of efi*i»:*tre,t. J
wltt hi* family, bid ascended me iytr *

and Anally settled on- W* prim?^* J
tatfe Hare in* erected1Wmt itit rboee i

eafly day*ym#a,atate*y mansion and:
demoted' hhnaeJf k> culttratlfff th*
land. Twenty years later. w*t*r Mr 1

death oocnrreff; be posaesaed the lbest
n m n n ran t aIamm ||j L ii ni I > n 1

property utong tn& upper nter was.

shipping heavily to the New Orleans
market, and war prcfcabljMhe moat

' lnflnenttttt man to all that eectlM*. «

SB only sob, reiipe, sacmuw mux,.

but *srwrtr so successful in sdtnTnia-
twttcmi «erlcmtfjr lickinr in business-
judgment, and being dedtfWly im!£< 1

lent by natttTe. Felipe married into
one of the oldest and mow respectable
rttiafofotBt:um Vtivm r wwtih
of that union had one son, ludul, <

gre# up recklesr of restraint, and pro-
ferred to spend his time ftTlftrsr Ofa
leans, rather than upon the plantation.
Eurtta wt* a yeunr man or rreaty-
sfX"tmaettf« in habits, tfheri 't ie fa""-* . »"

tBrr dffcd, ana; against bis meuuatiop,
was compelled to return to; jfcesouriandaastnnr control of the property.
He found matters lb rafher barf cpnffi- 4.

Hon, anrf Mi wait not at all' tbj type !

of'mind to remedy them. Much of the
x land bad been already Irretrievably

loit through speculation, and when his 1

fathers obligations had been met and
bis own gambling crews pniay on estate,onccso prtbfcly end raagrlfletmt,
was reduced- to barely flee hdndred
acre®, together with a comparatively
small amount of cash. This condition
sufficed to sober Lucius for a few
years, and Be married a Mer nrd of
CApe Girardeau, of excellent family
bat not great wealth,- and earnestly
endeavored to rebuild his fortunes, i
TTnfortnnatelv his reform did r.otlasfc
The evil influences of the past soon

proved too strong for one of his temperament.The plantation house be- <

eatatf ttrtiine' a rendezvous for all the 1

wild spirits ofthat neighborhood; and \
. stories of fierce drinking bouts and
I mad gambling were current In St

' ^Loulg. y.,
"Stave yon ever been at Beaucaire,

( captainf* I-ashed. '

"We tfways atop at the landing; but
I tiare only once been op the CfiiT'to

| where the home stands. Tt jpmgi
was svay from1 home.in St. Loolt, 1
believe.the day of my vftit. fie. had.
sold me some timber, and I wert out
with the family lawyer, a man named

j. Haines,, living at the landing, to look
* It over.*

"The house was closed?"
I "No; it is never closed. The housekeeperwas there, and also thi two;

daughters." ^... » .*
"Daughters?" -". "Certainly; hadn't-1 told yon: ibont

them? Both girls are accepted as his
daughters; bat,.If all.I have heard la
true; one must be his granddaughter."

wmilnlfinontl* hla avm Oil

the river. "Haines told me a .number
of strange things about that family I
had never heard before," ha admitted
at last. "You sea he has kncvra them
for years, and attended to moat of
Beaucaire's legal business. This la

T about heir the story runs, as he told it
It wasn't generally known, but it

4 seems that Lnclus Beaucaire has been,:
married twice.the first time to a Ore-
ole girl In New Orleans when ha was

i scarcely more than a boy. Nobody
now living probably knows whatever :

became of her, bat likely she died
early;, anyway she never- came-north,
or has since been heard from. The

*.-*^ <vaon hls*th
luipuruiui yore, to Uiai ouv W*»v*»

to a son, who remained in New Orleans,probably in her care, until he
was fourteen or fifteen years old. Then
some occurrence, possibly his mother's
death, caused the judge to send for

p the lad, whose name was Adalbert,
and had him brought to Missouri. All
thla happened before Hainee settled at
the Landing, and previous to Beaucaire'ssecond marriage to Mademol«oll«Wonnrd Bert, as the hov waa

I ' called, grew up wild, and father and
son quarreled so continuously that
finally, and before he was twenty, the
latter ran away, and has never been
heard of since.simply disappeared,
and no one knows to this dhy whether
he Is alive or dead. At least if Judge
3eaucalre ever received any word
Uoa bid he norer confessed as pinch4

WfeOwiw
KtflftileBlock IswlrWdP

JtJulJt
For*Sm /

,

to Haines. How«v»v tt»W left beModtangible evidence of ltffe eatatrace,"'

r ' M":i
"Yoniman." »
"In the form of: a^child, born tat.

quadroon girl named Delia.. The

pother, it seems, was able-in some

tray to convince the judge of the.thud'sparentage. All this happened*
ihortly before Beancalre's second marriage,andpceviaus to the time whep
Halne$ came to the Landing, Exactly
what occurred is not clear, or what eir

planatlon wibMhade to the bride. The*
ifflrtr most hare cut Beaucalre's pride!
ieeply, bat he had" to face the condlHoot.IfendetMn ht* making the gift;
DhMa hip housekeeper, while her child
.the offspring of Adelbert Beau-Cftlre.wasbrought up as a daughter.
A. year or so later the second wife1
gyve birth to a female child, and those
two gWe have grown tip together er4
actiy as though they were Miters.;
Haines Insists tliat neither of them'
knows to this day otherwise,"
"Bot that would be simply impossible,"I insisted. "Tile mother would1

never permit* i

The mother I Which mother? The
slave mother could, gain, nothing,.by;
contesaton, and the judges wiffeJUWwhenher baby was let* than. two
years old. Delia practically, mothered
the both of them, nnd Is still in completecharge of the house."
"Ytai met herr
MSfoe was pointed ont to me.* grslyhaired,dignified woman, so nearly S

white as aoarcelytob^ suspected of:
negro blood."
"Yet still a slaver'
"I cannot answer thati Halne* him-

self did not know. If mamuntalMh
papers had ever been executed- fc wasdoneearly, before he took charge of
Baaucalre'e legal affairs; The matter
ever came to ma attention."

"But, captain/' 1 exclaimed, "do you
rekllKft. what" thif might meant \ U
Judge-BeaueaU* h*» not Issued filMctat:freedom this woman Delia la still'

^CJertataly/'
"And under the law her child waiv

barn lntp siever;yf
tftfdobbt of taut"
"Shr the x^wwaabie homtf of it.

this young woman brought up as free
educated and refilled, suddenly to dlecoverherself to be a negro under the:
taw;Md r slave. Why, supposeBeau-"3
caire should die, or lose Ids property
suddenly; she could he sold to th<.
cotton fields, Into bondage to anyone
who wetfld pay the price for her,"
"mere i» notmtrg on recora. tjainw

assured himself as to that Some years.
agO." >
"Whit are' tfcd two girls namedf
"Hene and Elolse."
'Which one is the daugbtaT"':
"Really, lieutenant, I do not know

You see-I we^neveC Introduced; but
merely gained a glimpse of them lb
the garden. I doubt If I would recognisethe one from the othCr now. Yox
see 811 inis- story was iota mr ww.

I' sat there a long .while, after he
had gene below, the taciturn matierat
the wheel. Totally unknown til me as

these t\yo mysterious- g!rls: were, tbeii
strange story fascinated my Imagination.- What possible tragedy ihy be
fore them in the years? Wbq£ horrible
revelation' to wrench them avunder.
to chaa0HH' a single instant the quiet
current- of their lives? ' In spite-el
every effort; every lurking hope, some

way. -1 could not rid myscdf 6t ttrr
thought that Beaucaire . either
througjh sheer neglect, or some InsTlnct
of bitter hatred.bad failed to meet
the requirements of bis-duty. Even
as I sat there, strugglingvainly agaiQ8t
this suspicion, the judge himself came
fnr-th nnnn thn Intrpr HaHt and heni

pacing, back- and fortb restlessly bo
side the rail. It wqa a straggle for.
nie mot to join him; the Impetuosity
of youth urging me even to brave his
anger In my oagernesa to ascertain the
whole troth,-. Yet I possessed sense
enough, or discretion, to refrain, realizingdimly that, not even in the remotest"degree, had I any excuse for"
such actlop. This was no affair of
mine. Nor, indeed, would I havefound
much opportunity for private conversation,for only a moment-or two
later Klrby Joined him,, and the two
remained together, talking earnestly,
until the gong called uaell to supper:
Across the long table, bare of cloth,

the coarse food. served In pewter
dishes, I was struck by the drawn,
ghastly look in Beaueaire'a face. He
had aged perceptibly in the last few
hoars, and.-daring the meal scarcely
exchanged a word with anyone, eating
silently, his eyes downcast Klrtoy,
however, was the lite of the company;'
and the Inlners roared at his- humorousstories and anecdotes of adventure.whileoutside It grew dark, and
the little Warrior straggled cautiously
thmnirh th» wfltnro. fwelcinr the ohan-
nei in the gloom.

t CHAPTER III.

Th» End of tho Game.
It mmt have been nearly mldhlght

Knfnro T flnnllv derided to seek a few
boars' rest below, descending: the sbort
ladder and walking; forward along the
open deck for one last glance ahead.
Some time the next day we were to
be in St Louis, and thlB expectation
served to brighten my thoughts. I
turned back along the deserted deck,
only pausing a moment to glance carelesslylcr through the front windows

> 11. WW&
of the raaln oabla The fdm*«r portionwas wrapped in darkness andMm.oecupled, trot beyoad, toward; the; rear
of the longaalooaMaMfwUtoiahWrfrqap
ofmen were^ gathered ftoseiy. aboat a

small tabJe,.'aboTe which a swinging
lamp,burned brightly, the raye of light
illuminating the varioua faces* Gambling-wasno novelty on thegreat rivet
in those days* gambling for high
rtfcka& and snroly no ordinary game,
involving a- small sum, would ever
arouse the depth of interest displayed
by these men. Some Instinct told me

that the chief players would be Kltpy
tnff JSeaOcaire, nnd with/ Quickening
pulse X opened the cabin door and entered,
too^one not^d my approach, .or so

much as glanced up, the attention ot
the crowd riveted upon the players.
There were four, holding cards.fhe
Judge, io^by, Carter and McAfee; but
* judged at a glance that the latttfl

TTT»~ martlB In; thp Mme AH AJBTt-
i, tv. a. t. .itt: ,-trr-;.

tensb, the betting having already ggp«
far beyond thfe limit of their resource*
Without a thought "Us to the cardfi
they held my eyes sought the faces
of the two ohiefplayers, ahdtflten vl*
loned the stakes displayed on the table
before them. IfcAfbe and' Carter
were clearly enough but. of It; their
cards stlir gripped -Id their fingers, at

they leaned breathlessly forward .to
observe more cfssety the play* Tfe
JtrdgSr sptuprfght; MS attitude,strained

. >- w« liani) t,lc fokd
llOTltlf uunu (XL Uir UBUU| ....

white fittd >«i MMn# ffeVeWWtfy,
Thlrtlie^aahfe6i5.dHoklB»i»e»vliy wat
evident, bat Klrbv fronted h!m In: apv*mmm
completely wttttthe <wrdrhi
held tnmcjieddirbtehand* and entire!?

' ooneealetffrom View.- Between the two
raited if? eta££ of feohTcdlV ax roIT 61
crunWpd bfllii aa* a legal paper ol

Wa... i> lx -11 -i « ->.-t .i iall li
raw mm, Oft wicr uiwre or wmcn
J cotiW riDt determine; It waearldeh!

; tbatra fbrttme^alwtdy retted <» thai
table, iwaltflbg the dip of a card. The
rtience, the breetbtea* attention* oon
laced me that tltt eriaNr had 'Weer

reachedr-lt ww thB jHdre'r mow." h«
raaet cover tbalattbetor threw down
hia hand a,loaer.

Peraplratltm; beaded hie ftrehagd
aad be cronchad'tha.cards savagely.in
hte bond* ffia glance- swept, past
the crowd although?ha mm natttsf

"Another, drink, 8am," he called, tht
TOlce trembling; ,HA ti&usfr down tte
ft*** ofjlqnorji Myfe raa m
moch watet botmadwa* athwteffort
'W{MftCr XOT-ooaicTMar aie-strainec
lmethlrnr of- tbe^HMfcL
"W«l," said Wto* BflOerfh'gfy, Bfi

cola t#*6 /stn-veyttitf big motionlew
oftxutoBfc "ffao aeem tfr tcifofi
yottr time. Do you-cover my bet?"
Someone Unqmed aewwoWjt an* i

votoe eenfrout ovef fdty iboalder, "Tftt
'*'* »" *>*'!' «* *M trrKnla hns
xuigm mm- ww rv ujv »»-w

iJndfcfc The niggers wofl't b# no gooc
without tire Tand ter work 'em on

Fttng 'em into the pot.they're amgotti
m'MmtyP
Beaucaire looked up, red-eyed, lntt

the impassive countenance opposite
His lips twitched yet managed:' to maki
weeds ISsne between them,
"How about that. Klrbyr he a^ec

fcqptraeiy. "Wlir yon accept a- bilUol

Ktrby grinned* shttmng hie Kent
carelessly.
"Why not? "Twont be the first tltn<

Fee played for niggers. They an
worth so tftnclt-gold down the rhrer
Whkf halts yo«> gbtr

"I can't tell offhand." sullenly
"About twenty "field hands."
"And house servants?" ;» ^aflk
"Three or four."
The gambler's Hps set more tightly

a doll gleam creeping! into his eves. *

"See here, Beaucnire," iie hlsset
sharply. "This la my game, and
play sqnare and Sever Squeal. I know
about what you've got, for Pve looke<
them ovet; thought we might ge
down to this sometime. I can make i

pretty fair guess as to vgiat your nig
gen tie yrarth* That'* why r -jus
raised voh' ten, thousand- and nut ui« u 1.1.aW J«WW -Wj

the money. Now if you tblnlMhint
hlqff. call, me."
"What do youmeanT*
That I will accept your niggeOMi

covering my bet" +
"The field hands?"
Kirby smiled broadly. '***!,JP!
"The whole btnch.field hands an<

house servants. Most of them are old;
I doubt if altogether-they will brim
that amount, but I'll take the risk
Throw in a blanket bill of sale,- ant
we'll turn up our cards, If you won't
do that the pile Ut mine as It stands:'
Beaucalrc again wet his lips, staritoi

at the uncoTered cards la his hands
He could not lose; with what lie helc
no combination was possible whld
WAtiU hoof him Vot In Qnlfa nf, thh
nvuiu l/CUl mull A Vb AAA RJ/.w -VA .

knowledge the cold, sneering confl
dence of Klrby brought with it I
strange fear. The man was a profes
slonal gambler. What gave him . suet
recklessness? Why shonfct be he sc

eager to risk such a sum on an in
.ferior hand?' McAfee, sitting nexi
him, leaned ov§r, managed to gal/
swift glimpse at wnat he held, ant

eagerly whispered to him a word ol
encouragement The judge straight
ened up in his chair, grasped a fillet
glass someone had placed' at his elbow
and gulped down the contents. Thi
whispered words, coupled with tlx
Any liquor, gave him freah courage.
"By heavenr Klrby, Til do It!" h<

blurted out "You cant bluff me 01

the hand I've got Give me a sheet
of paper, somebody.yes, that wil
do."
He scrawled a half«dozen lines

fairly digging the pen- Into the sheet
In his fierce eagerness, and tbei
signed the document flinging the pa
per across toward Klrby.

"There, yon bloodsucker," he crlet

Insolently. *Ts that all right? Will
that do?"
The Imperturbable gambler read 1<

over slowly, carefully deciphering eacl
word, his thin lips tightly compressed
"You might add the ^ords, 'This In

eludes eyery chattel .wave .legally be

lornrinir to ih0lj n b8* Slid srlmly.1 > rntouSBwy 1 «u4.*y.rftiWyou can certainly have no

6b)^oOaKB. ta pnttlbfc.lt in, the exact
words I choose," calmly, "1 Intend to
have what is coming. tome irt win,
and TknaW the law."

Beaucalre angrily wrote in the re,
qnlred efctra fine.

mK<^w> .what?" he asked.
Mt^ee there tlgnjt as a wlthesg.ahl xh&i toss it over into the

pile."" He spilled,, showing, a: line of
white teeth beneath his mnstaehe.
"Nice little pet, jenttemen-the judge

, must hold Hdrae cards to take a chance
Ifkfe that,"' the words uttered with a?
sneer. "FoOrsv.at least or maybfe he

v has had the luck to pick a straight
f fifth.";

Beaucalre'8 face-reddened, and Ids
i ey*? brew hard-.

f business," he said terse;^l]kr"Sign. it, >McAfee,v«nd nt call thi*
j- ci»wtoflbocke*el. Ton young fool, I

f| played;,po^jlrbefore. ?<* were bom.
'fuece UOH, mm/, l YW WVCTCU' /vui

[ "Perhaps jou wouldprefer to*raise

! r, "T« hell-hound.no I Tfcatif my
; Hmtf, andypu,kaow It* Don't crawl

now, or do any more bluffier Show

j join hand.I've called you."
I

' KIrby,sat absolutely motlonlees; his,
f cards, ljinfi face down upon the table,
f the white flnrers of one hand resting

| lightly upon them, the other arm-con«

expression dia not' rhnnga except for
i ,Jfc almost in solting sneer oh his lips.
I silence vnk profound,' the deeply
,, Interested men leaning forward; even
* holding their breath in Intense eager

ness. Each TealttSI that a fortune
t Tity oiMfce thNe; knew that the old

judge had madly stalfrd his all on the
* 'vefiw Mr those- Ave titoeen' card*
* gripped in hie lingers. Again, as

^ though to-boiewr up hi* shaken con*
aste.hfe ttaredufrthef*ceof **&, then

t lifted hts bloodshot ey*» to the lm\
paartvo face oppose. /

r "Beanealre drew mo bayards,"
' ejrhtepered trf exoited voice netrme.

"HeU I So did Kfrbtf* replied anLother, "Tbegr'ra brtfc of 'em old

.
Th» t6«p exhaust of * dletent

steam pipe below punctuated 'the el-

f "OfoU &ft, kand,"he^d*minded,"oy TJl^tbrpw my cards in

' The insinuating sneer on K^by^rf
I Ujpf changed Into the semblance of £

smile. Slowly,, deliberately, never
once glancing down at the. face of hie
cards, he turned them op one by one

with Iila white fingers, hit
H eyet on the Judge;.bot! the oihet* saw.whatwas reVWied.a ten-spot a

; knave, a qneen, ^ ting and an ace.
1 "A straight dash J" someone yelled

excitedly. "Br-.dif I ever saw one
r before r
1 For an instant Beaucaire never
- moved; never uttered a sound- He
seemed to doubt the- evidence of his

I tram nvos. n \d to have lost the DOWer
ft r- ""7 :ri 7Iot speech^ Then from nerveless

hands, his own cards fell face down'ward, still unrevealed, ..upon the tabic
The next moment he was on his feet/

3 the Cbalr In wtk&lTtfehad been seated:
3 fltlhg crashing.heblnd him on the deck.
II "Yon thief r he roared. "You dlrty>
low-down thief; I held four aces*.
where did youget the fifth one?"
Klrby did not- as much at move, nor

betray even by a change of expression
his sense of the situation. Perhaps be,

»< anticipated just such an explosion and
was »fully prepared to meet It. One

1; hand still rested easily on the table,
H the. other remaining hidden.
r "So you claim to- have held four
1 acee," >he said coldly. "Where are
1 thfg?"
1 McAfee swept the" discarded head
* face upward and the crowd bent tortWard to look at four aces and a king;
} "That was the Judge's band," he de'claredv soberly. "I saw It myseir beforehe called, you, and told him to

stay." y. ,
»

I KTrby laughed.an ugly laugh showing2ils white teeth. A
H "The h.1 you did?" Thought you
knew a good poker hand, I reckon,

f Wdll, you see I'knew a Better one, and

j It strikes me I am the one to ask quesltlons," be sneered. "Look here, you
. men; I held one ace from the shuffle.
I Now wfyat I want to know Is wheye
F BeUticaire ever got hla four? Pleas?
' ant little trick of you two.only this
! time It failed" \o work,"
. Beaucalre uttered one mad oath, ana
I I endfcavored fo grasp him hut missed
I my clutch. The force, of his lurching
r body as he sprang forward.upturned

| the table, the stakes jingling to the
i deck, but Kirby reached? his feet la
* time to avoid the shock. His band,
i-1 which had been hidden, shot out sud*

dehly, the flnaprs grasping a revoiwr,
but he. did not fire. Before the judge

t had gone half the distance he stopped,.!
i 'reeled suddenly, clutching at his
L. throat, arid-plunged sideways.* His.
f body struck the upturned table, but
* McAfee und I grasped him, lowering,
t the stricken man gently to the |oor.
J (To be Continued).

, c
'

. Mayors of seveml soutjieiy cities
r are so apprehensive Qf local conditions
I that the war department should aid
L' ' A . CM .A_A»ffnnt^ns th.
t Bl'llO OlIlUiaiB *11 IC'VIBOUUMUB Mav

I national guard largely with a .view of

police duty only, {teoresentative An,thony of Kansas told Secretary Baker
t during a hearing on the guard re-orIganization held last Thursday by the
house military committee.

I .Senator Dial has arranged for a

I committee from the Chester chamber
of commercfe to confer wtth Director

. General Hlnes of the United States
railroad administration September 29,
in regard to improved passenger sta|
tion facilities for the'Seaboard Air Line
railway at Chester.
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| This is a going, paying proposition: Or

Tenant Houses; One Fig Barn for 10 Mi
. ,

Smaller Barns;. One Hog House; On<

4 Booms; One FrameCorn Crib. One Qa
Corn Crib; One Granary ancT ToolHous<

r , , t
ings ; A 6 inch Drilled WeH (lOOfoet dee]
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'. tout Landnow in cotton, Corn and Soy I
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PRICE FOR IMMED1AT
» w

$fi5 ner acre. I

I IF IT SUITS YOU WIRE OR PHO]
(P -

"
- » /
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1 \

CatawbaReal
Capital $150,000.00

J. M. CHERRY, President.
> ' ROCK HILL,
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jtfes made to I
vnur taste! S- 1

d you as a cigarette entirely MM
y.a flavor and smoothness MB
id To best realize their,qual- |H
els with any cigarette in. j ,

o refreshing, so enticing, it will i. l
is so new and unusual That's
t blend of choice Turkish and ||gj |
acco gives youl YouH prefer
indoftobaccosmoked straight! |g||
lamels, you'll notevnbeen£e of
^arettyv aftertaste or any tin- B !
>dfo. And, you'H be delighted B i*
u can smoke Camels liberally |UI ,a

any angle.they durely supply j
?nt beyond anything you ever H
y're a cigarette revelation!' I |
ss coupons, premiums or gifts* j|
r Camels qualityI I
cut's a package f| 8
*Uararywharam adantiMaaity

or tnpaakajaa I300 cigarattaa) ia a UUH .' ,!>t ttrA
t-covnd carton. Wo strongly racommand Hi
tha homaoroBica aopplyor whan you traral

'*

»S TOBACCO CO., Win.ton-S.lem, N. C. I ]

For You I
r OS THE FAMOUS JT

yFarm ..If
^1

' .
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