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had been, already Irretrigvably;
‘speculation, and when his|
‘had been met, and

mba: !.ucl- for o few
and ‘He" murped a Merard: of
Clpo Glrnﬁen. of''exceflent family
‘but not greéat wealth, and ‘enrriestly |
‘endeavored to rebulld’ his' fortunes, |
“Unfortunately his* reform did’ not et
The evil influences of the past soon

proved too strong for ore of his'tem-

perament.’ The plantation house be-

' cfm# 1 timé & rendezvous for all
wild: spiFits of“that nej; rhood, 4nd
stories of " flefce ng bouts smd
|m¢b—¢|mbﬂnx were current” m Bt:
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“Ffave you ever been’ at Beaucaim.
captaln?"' I-avted. _
but

“We clways. stop at the lan
(l Have only once been up the
i-wiiere” the -houwe ‘stands ’ﬂw
| wes ‘wway frony liome—in' 8t.
Peleve—the dy of my vibit. Tie had:
gold me some timber, and I wert ont
with 'the family lawyer, & man nimed
!ln}negnvinzatthahndin:,tolook
it dver” o

“The house was closed?” . |

“No; it fa never closed.’ mnm-
keeper was: there, and ‘alse the two:
daughters.” & L

“Daughters?”

* “Certainly ; hadn’t-I told you-ibont,
them? Both giris are accepted ss.hia.
daughters; but, i all.I have hesrd is
true; one must be his mnddnu!mr
He paused. reminiscently, his.eyes on
the river. “Haines told me a number
of strenge things: shout, that.family. I
had never hegrd before* he admitted
at last. “You seg he has known them
for years, and attended to most: of
Beaucaire's legal business. . This, is
abont hew the story runs, as he told it.
It. wasn't generally known,  but It
seems that Lucius Beaucaire has been,
married twiee—the first time to a Cre-
ole girl in. New Orleans whel: he was
scarcely . more - than: a boy. Nobody
now lving probably knows whatever:
became of her, but likely she died
early: anyway she never came: north,
-or has since bean heard from. The-
important part is that she. gave birth
to & son, who remained in New Or-
leans, probably in- her care, until he
was fourteen or fifteen years old. Then
soma occurrence, possibly his mother's
death, caused the judge to semd for
the lad, whose name was Adelbert;
and had-him brought to Missourl. All
this happened before Hainer settled at
the Landing, and previous to Beau-
cgire’s: second marriage to Mademol-
gelle Mengrd. Bert, as the boy waa
called, grew up wild, and father and
son quarreled so continuously that
finally, and before he was twenty, the
latter. ran away, and has mever been
heard of since—simply disappeared,
nnd no one knows to this day whethier
he ie alive or dead. At least if Judge
Beaucalre ever received any word
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Jher?”
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suddenly; she could” be sold’ to the.
cotton: flelds; into bouduge to anyone .

“There’ i# notiiftig dn’ record. Hiihes ||

ago.”

R are (¥ two girls named?

“Rene and Elotse.”

“Whiclf 'one is the daughter?”

“Really; lleutenant, I. do’ not kKnow'
You seesI wag ‘nevér Introduced, bui
merely gained u -glimpse of them th{
ithe'garden. T doulst if I would recog
nive tite one from the othér now: You
gee all: this story was- told mie Tafer.”

1" sat there a long.while; after he
had gone below;-fHe taclturn mate st
sthé wheel, Totally unknOwd th wife at

strange story fdscinated my fmagiis:
tion: | What possiblé tragedy -liy- be
-fore-them jn. the years? What horrible
revelation” to: wrench ~ gyunder—
to: chgnge-in e siigle instant: the: quier
current-ofy thelp -lives?: - In: splte-of
_every effort, every lurking hope, some
. way- ¥/ could. not: rid ‘myself ot the
thought ' that - - Besucaire —:either
'sheer neglect; or some | et}
of- bitter  hatre@—had: failed “to. meet:
the requirements of” his-duty. Eveu
as ] sat there, stouggling-valoly against
this suspicion; the judge himself came
forth upon the lower deck and begas
pacing, bagk- and. forth  restlessly her| -
side the.rall. It was- a struggle for
we. ot %0 joln. him; the: impetyosity
of youth urglug me even to:brave his
anger in my oagerness to adscertain the
whole /truth,. Yet 1 posséssed senwe
enough,: or' discretion, to refrain, real-
izing dimly: that, mot even in- the' re-
miotest- degree, ‘had:-1 any extise for
such actiop. This wes- no affafr of
mige, Nox; indeed; would I have found'
‘much’ opportunity for -private conver
sation; for ounly & moment'or twd
later Kirby jolned him,; and tifé' two
remained- together, telking: earnestly, |
until- the- gong called us:all: to supper:
Across the long table; bare.of cloth,
the: coarse food. served In: pewter
‘dishes, I was struck by the drawm,
‘ghastly look in- Beaucaire's face. He
'had -aged ‘perceptibly i the: last few
‘hours; and.during the meal scarcely
exchapnged & word with snyone, eating
gllently, his. eyes ‘downcast. Kithy,
however, was the lifis of the eompany;
and the wminers roared dat his: humor
ous stories and anecdotes -of. advens
ture—while outslde it grew dark, and
the little Warrior struggled cautiously
through the waters, seeking the chan-
nel in the gloom.
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CHAPTER L

The End of the Game.

It must have been.nearly midnight
‘before 1 finally decided to seel a few
hours’ rest below; descending the short
ladder and walking forward along the
open deck for ome last glance ahead.
Some time the next day we were to
be In 8t. Louis, and this expectation
served to brighten my thoughts. I
turned back along the deserted deck,
only pausing a moment to glance eare-

from hits he nover copfessed g8 much

lessly in- through ‘the front windows

‘| involving a- small._sum,. wonld eyer
.| aronse the- dmmot interest dl.playal
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s0- thuch: gold down thrﬂml '- ;
/ hw—down ‘thief; T held four, BreF=-
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“T| can't télll offfiand” suitenty, |
“Ahout twuwield hends”
“And hotse servanté?® - ,m\
“Three oF four.”
Thé gambler’s lips set more Hightly,
“a dull gleany creeping inito hiy eyes.. .
“Sea- heére, Beaucnire,” e hissed
sharply. “This f& my game, and I
play square and Bever squeal. Y -know]
about what you've got, for I've looked
them over; thopglit, we might ' get|
down to this sometitiie. ‘T can make a
mmmmﬁ ‘toswliat your nlg-
\gers are.sorth; That's? why T just|
.raised. you: tep, thougand: and' put up
the money. Now if yon m’b
‘bluff, call me” - -
'Whnf.dnsot-munr !
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covering my bet.”
i

“The feld hangy?" :

m;r-nnuea ‘broadly,

*The whole bunch—ﬂeld hands and
Nouse servanits. .of then are'old}
X doubt it a1romheé they will bring
that amount, but I'll take the' risk.
Throw in & blunket-Bill of sale; and
we'll turn’ up-our ‘cards.’ If you won't"
do tliat thé plle (¥ 'mine as:it stands"

Beaucaire again wet'his lips, staring’
at'the uncovered:cards in his. hands.

nacculanotxm.wzthwmuem"

no: combination was -possible “whieh |:

: knpwledge  the- cold, - sneering: confl- |i
‘dence of Kirby brought with it &
ltmnn!m The man Wes a.profes~
'sional gambler. What, gave him.such;
‘recklessness? Why: shonld he be.so|,
eager to risk such, a sum on;sn Jo-|
ferlor hand? McAfee, sifting next
‘hlm, Ieaned over, managed to
‘swift glimpse at what he held, and
eagerly whispered to him a word of
encouragement. The judge straight-
ened ‘up In hig chair, grasped-a filled
glass someone had placed at'his elfiow;
and gulped down the contents, The
whispered words, cowpled with' the
flery liquor, gave him fresh courage.

“By heaven, Kirby, Ill' doit!" he:
blurted out. *“You can't bluff me on
the hand I've got. Glve me a-sheet’
of paper, somebody—yes, that will
do."' " I

He scrawled. m halfédozen . lines,
raigly digging the pen:into the sheet
in hi§ flerce eagerness, and. then
signed the document, filuging the pa-
per across toward Kirby.

“There, you bloodsucker,” he eried
fnsolently, *“Is that ull right? Will
that do?”

The imperturbable g:amhler read It
over slowly, carefully deciphering each
word, his thin lips tightly compressed.

“You might add the vords, ‘This in-

where did you-get: the fifth one?”.
Kirby' did not se auch ge move, nor
betray even bya change of npmen
his sense of the situation, Perhaps-i
antlelipated: just such.an explosion
was: fully prephred. fo- meet it. Ome:
hadd still. rested. eastly on ‘the- table,’
the ﬂu-.r remaining. hidden. .
you claim to-have  held. ton:

aces,” ~he: coldly..
s : : .
"’Euee swept the discgrded! hand
face upward and the. crowd bent for-
“ward to Took at, four aces and:a king:
“That was the judge’s hand,” he de-
clared, soperly. . 41 saw. it m - he=
fore he called. rou. and ‘told h*m to

Stay., .
Kirby laugﬁed—un ugly l show-
ing His white teeth. \
“The h—i"yon d1dY Thought. you'
knew & good poker hand, I. reckon..
Wéll, you sce I'knew & beétter oae, and
it strikes me I'am'the one to ask ques-
tlons” lie sneered,
men: I Héld one ace from the shuffle.
Now what I want to know is where
Bedtcalre ever got hig four?. Pleas-
ant littfe trick of you two—only thl.l
time i1t failed § work .
Beaucilre uttered one mad oath, lnd
endbnvored” fo'grasp him but missed
my' clutch] The force of, hla lnrching
' body @8 he sprang forward. upturned
the table, the stakes fingling fo the
¢ deck, but Kirby, reachad? his. feet. In
time’ to' avold the shock. His hand,
iwhich ‘had beeg hldden shot out ﬁr
denly, the fin lns a-revol
‘but he’ did no! m-e efore the jndge
had gone half the distance he stopped,,

1'reeled. suddenly, -clutching at. .his
throat, and’ plunged sideways.e His

body_struck the upturned fable, but

McAfée and I grasped him, lIowerlng,

the stricken mean gently to the. foor.
(To be Continued). .
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— Mayors of uvaul southern cities
are so apprehmslva iof local conditions
that the war department should ald
state officials In re-organizing the
national gu.nrd\ largely with a yiew of
pollce duty only, Representative An-
‘thony of Hansas told Becretary Baker
durthg a hearing on the guard re-or-
ganization held last Thursday by the
house military commlttae

— Senntor Dial !u.s arranged for a
committee from the Chester chhimber
of commérck to confer with Director
General Hines of the United States
rallroad administration September 29,
in regard to improved passenger sta-
tion factlities for the'Seaboard Air Line

cludes every. chattel mave_legally be

railway at Chester.
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